
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION 

DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION 
 

RAJYA SABHA 
STARRED QUESTION NO.153 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 6TH AUGUST, 2024 
 

BENEFICIARIES UNDER PMGKAY 
 
153   SHRI VIKRAMJIT SINGH SAHNEY: 

 
Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC 

DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state: 
 
(a)  the total number of beneficiaries benefited under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 
Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) across the country, State-wise;  
 
(b)  the total number of beneficiaries benefited through PMGKAY in the State of Punjab, 
district-wise;  
 
(c)  the major initiatives taken by the Ministry to ensure better implementation and 100 
per cent food distribution in the State of Punjab;  
 
(d)  the list of food grains which are being distributed under the scheme, State-wise; and   
 
(e)  whether Government is planning to add millets as well in the PMGKAY food 
grains? 

 
 
 
 

A N S W E R 
MINISTER OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION AND 

MINISTRY OF NEW AND RENEWABLE ENERGY 
(SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI) 

 
(a) to (e):  A statement is laid on the Table of the House. 
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) TO (e) OF THE STARRED 
QUESTION NO. 153 FOR ANSWER ON 06.08.2024 IN THE RAJYA SABHA.   
 

 

(a):  At present, against the total intended coverage of 81.35 crore, 80.54 crore beneficiaries are 
getting the benefits under PMGKAY. State wise coverage may be seen at Annexure I. 

(b):  The total number of beneficiaries benefitted under the PMGKAY in the State of Punjab 
during the quarter of April to June 2024 cycle is 1,43,34,202.  District-wise details are attached at 
Annexure-II.  

(c):  State Government of Punjab has reported that 100% distribution is being done through e-
PoS devices and biometric authentication of any one member of family is mandatory to avail ration. 
One dedicated e-PoS device has been deployed at each FPS as of now. Fresh wheat procured under 
DCP every year is distributed to the beneficiaries under PMGKAY. A Toll free helpline and 
Grievance redressal mechanism are in place to address grievances of the beneficiaries. Regular 
inspections of Fair Price Shop are carried out by officials/ officers from time to time.  
 

Under the technology driven Public Distribution System (PDS) reforms, ration 
cards/beneficiaries database have been completely digitized in all States/UTs, 99.8% Ration Cards 
are seeded with Aadhaar number at national level. The transparency portal and online grievance 
redressal facility/ Toll-free number have been implemented in all States/UTs. Also online allocation 
has been implemented in all States/UTs (except UTs of Chandigarh and Puducherry, which have 
adopted DBT Cash Transfer scheme) and supply chain has been computerized in 31 States/UTs. 
Due to installation of ePoS devices at the FPSs, at present, around 98% of transactions in the 
country are being done through biometric authentication on the monthly basis, bringing 
transparency and efficiency in the system. 
 
(d):  As per National Food Security Act, 2013, the term "foodgrains" is defined as rice, wheat or 
coarse grains or any combination thereof conforming to such quality norms as may be determined, 
by order, by the Central Government from time to time. A Statement showing foodgrains 
distribution for FY 2023-24 is at Annexure-III. 
 
(e):  In order to improve the level of nutrition, an advisory has also been issued to all the 
States/UTs to procure millets and distribute them to beneficiaries as per local consumption 
preferences as per guidelines issued by the Central Government from time to time. 

***** 
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Annexure-I 

ANNEXURE REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) OF THE STARRED 
QUESTION NO.153 FOR ANSWER ON 06.08.2024 IN THE RAJYA SABHA. 

Statement indicating State-Wise number of persons covered under PMGKAY: 

Sl.  
No.   

States/ UTs  

Present coverage (In lakh) 
AAY PHH Total persons 

No. of person No. of persons 
 

1 Andhra Pradesh 23.52 244.70 268.22 
2 Arunachal Pradesh 1.50 6.90 8.40 
3 Assam 28.08 223.08 251.17 
4 Bihar 125.05 746.11 871.16 
5 Chhattisgarh 20.42 180.35 200.77 
6 Delhi 2.78 70.00 72.78 
7 Goa 0.46 4.86 5.32 
8 Gujarat 35.53 316.07 351.60 
9 Haryana 11.35 115.14 126.49 
10 Himachal Pradesh  7.67 20.98 28.64 
11 Jharkhand 34.76 229.43 264.19 
12 Karnataka  43.91 358.02 401.93 
13 Kerala 25.59 129.21 154.80 
14 Madhya Pradesh 54.93 479.86 534.79 
15 Maharashtra 108.01 592.16 700.17 
16 Manipur 1.82 18.26 20.08 
17 Meghalaya 2.91 18.54 21.46 
18 Mizoram 0.64 6.19 6.83 
19 Nagaland 2.11 11.94 14.05 
20 Odisha 37.52 288.46 325.98 
21 Punjab 7.64 133.80 141.45 
22 Rajasthan 22.29 417.72 440.01 
23 Sikkim 0.57 3.24 3.81 
24 Tamil Nadu 65.78 298.34 364.12 
25 Telangana  15.28 176.33 191.62 
26 Tripura 4.62 19.81 24.43 
27 Uttar Pradesh 132.57 1377.26 1509.82 
28 Uttarakhand 7.92 54.02 61.94 
29 West Bengal 54.99 546.85 601.84 
30 A&N 0.14 0.46 0.61 
31 DNH&DD 0.24 2.45 2.69 
32 Lakshadweep 0.04 0.18 0.22 
33 Chandigarh (DBT) 0.01 2.98 2.99 
34 Puduchery (DBT) 0.82 5.52 6.34 
35 J&K 10.61 61.80 72.41 
36 Ladakh 0.29 1.15 1.44 

Total 892.37 7162.20 8054.56 
**** 
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Annexure-II 

REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (b) OF THE STARRED QUESTION NO.153 
FOR ANSWER ON 06.08.2024 IN THE RAJYA SABHA. 

 

District Wise Beneficiaries Benefited (Apr - June 2024) 

S. No. District name  Beneficiary Count 

1 AMRITSAR                   13,03,917  

2 BARNALA                     2,55,146  

3 BATHINDA                     7,51,046  

4 FARIDKOT                     3,35,462  

5 FATEHGARH SAHIB                     3,21,414  

6 FAZILKA                     6,37,582  

7 FIROZEPUR                     5,95,291  

8 GURDASPUR                     9,57,383  

9 HOSHIARPUR                     7,62,819  

10 JALANDHAR                     9,70,023  

11 KAPURTHALA                     3,96,525  

12 LUDHIANA                   16,27,982  

13 MALERKOTLA                     2,19,123  

14 MANSA                     4,00,145  

15 MOGA                     4,94,660  

16 PATHANKOT                     3,73,669  

17 PATIALA                     9,06,814  

18 RUPNAGAR                     3,67,021  

19 SAS NAGAR                     4,16,314  

20 SANGRUR                     6,65,888  

21 SBS NAGAR                     3,13,385  

22 SRI MUKTSAR SAHIB                     5,57,862  

23 TARN TARAN                     7,04,731  

Grand Total                1,43,34,202  
**** 
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Annexure-III 

REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (d) OF THE STARRED QUESTION NO.153 
FOR ANSWER ON 06.08.2024 IN THE RAJYA SABHA. 

Foodgrains Distribution for FY 2023-24 (Quantity in MT) 

S. 
No. 

State Name Wheat Rice Coarse grains Total 

1 ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ISLANDS 538.9 3,722.00                                 -  4,260.90 
2 ANDHRA PRADESH 2,726.90 17,16,425.10 23,253.90 17,42,405.90 
3 ARUNACHAL PRADESH                      -   50,955.40                                 -  50,955.40 
4 ASSAM                      -   12,77,147.00                                 -  12,77,147.00 
5 BIHAR 10,39,981.10 41,65,832.70                                 -  52,05,813.80 
6 CHHATTISGARH                      -   13,39,517.80                                 -  13,39,517.80 
7 Dadar & Nagar Haveli & Daman & Diu 1,510.00 14,601.60                                 -  16,111.60 
8 DELHI 2,95,418.60 1,95,403.10                                 -  4,90,821.70 
9 GOA 0.1 29,449.60                                 -  29,449.70 
10 GUJARAT 9,18,301.10 11,06,903.70 1,25,303.50 21,50,508.30 
11 HARYANA 6,41,937.00                     -   1,97,566.50 8,39,503.60 
12 HIMACHAL PRADESH 1,07,396.50 90,639.30                                 -  1,98,035.80 
13 JAMMU AND KASHMIR 1,14,560.30 3,06,498.60                                 -  4,21,058.80 
14 JHARKHAND 3,16,800.20 13,11,660.50                                 -  16,28,460.70 
15 KARNATAKA                      -   20,50,844.00 4,47,845.40 24,98,689.40 
16 KERALA 1,69,125.10 8,14,331.70 502.2 9,83,959.00 
17 LADAKH 4,323.70 3,488.70                                 -  7,812.40 
18 LAKSHADWEEP                      -   930.2                                 -  930.2 
19 MADHYA PRADESH 12,96,763.30 19,50,541.00                                 -  32,47,304.20 
20 MAHARASHTRA 14,57,584.10 26,15,600.80 16,680.30 40,89,865.20 
21 MANIPUR                      -   7,703.40                                 -  7,703.40 
22 MEGHALAYA                      -   1,29,232.60                                 -  1,29,232.60 
23 MIZORAM                      -   46,434.30                                 -  46,434.30 
24 NAGALAND                      -   72,928.50                                 -  72,928.50 
25 ODISHA 1,504.00 22,27,142.70                                 -  22,28,646.70 
26 PUNJAB 8,50,772.50                     -                                   -  8,50,772.50 
27 RAJASTHAN 26,11,771.50                     -                                   -  26,11,771.50 
28 SIKKIM                      -   17,931.90                                 -  17,931.90 
29 TAMIL NADU 53,739.30 22,77,225.90 5,684.50 23,36,649.60 
30 TELANGANA                      -   12,15,701.50                                 -  12,15,701.50 
31 TRIPURA                      -   1,60,591.70                                 -  1,60,591.70 
32 UTTAR PRADESH 36,51,294.10 55,74,151.10 2,24,823.50 94,50,268.60 
33 UTTARAKHAND 1,30,921.80 2,09,784.30                            -   3,40,706.10 
34 WEST BENGAL 15,41,269.40 23,12,377.40                                 -  38,53,646.80 

 National Summary 1,52,08,239.30 3,32,95,698.10 10,41,659.70 4,95,45,597.20 

**** 
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3qUtqaT nTTni, ara 3it addR% fBaWT +rrKa
urN 3IT TraM% Baur HaIr;r

{FRr Tr8Tr

,IItIIb,1 WH MTr +153

06 3Rrta, 2024 + fRY WH

Lnya.J\+yql§ + aFa yina

+153. dt fB3nT=fta f# aT€Ht:

qa nnttv?n HBa,©KJ at WTdafR%fBawr Ha qF ©aTa #ITU %bt fb:

(%) &qr all A WInd ITfta @vm Mn 2fkxiT (qtWrit&VaT§) a; aFa ara{Tfthit #T

tnv-art W +mr fiTaHI },
(a) +arg tHa A qu&l.a&udl§ & ;ITtVH + araueatT N ararfitzft dh fRaT-art fR
+wr fbaHt i,
(Tr) +am Ing it g= dIam ii ag,rI %HIt'VIa 3it ?rF-qfRqra arT4Fn fBawr dt

qtRfem %la §ifRv#7ma arr dR nf qquqFdt©r NItr qui,
(u) ga 211=laT iT am fOnttrI RTV ar it lgTalr„dt dh tna-an IEft gar t, 3+1

(g.) mr atm qtWtit&qaT§ aTBrr=jt # TIlt xzra dt at qTTtRa wa dR zfkgaT ©zr

Tft i?

SRI

nMtT:n aTTa, @rav 3+r aTdiXlaH fBawT THt; avi adtz vd adtHwfhr BiRt Fta

(41 WTT atqft)

(n) + (s.): fBaWT am wm qt tu fM ;mr iI
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WT WII + ftHtH 06.08.2024 q4 3HqTtt ,TTrtfbd mR fWI 153' + imF (A) t
(S.) + yeTI + 3eHf8a fBzwrl

( B): aMTR +, 81.35 HItS dR TH 3T8ihe: MatT dR qMHr +, 80.54 Mg Nr8Tr el

qu&1Jl+udl§ dT aTa ,11HIPdd st it 81 {nnl-aTT ql©hr 31BiT-1 + fbIT 7TqT B1

(a): 31+N + qH 2024 dR f#TT© + atTH daN rMT + MMMaT$ # aFa
NmTfaa aT3TTfthi dR TH +wr 1,43,34,202 Bl fa8-art MU 3TqiV-II + bIT THr
tI

(T): qXTV IInN aMR A uN f+IT t f+ +-413+h:A slqwft + nTt?TH + 100%

fBawr fiT=IT ar qI i 3hr w9rm wa %d & fRI1 qttaT{ +i f+ia v% u€€v %r

qT=lt8fj% WTPftHWT 3TfRaTt ll 3Tra dR f+IfR +i xqan, waH anNa qI v%

#t+& +-qt31t:a 3%wr +r2rfqa RTqT Trvr 11 van at #m + 3+dTt,i aOa Trvr

aFar 't{ qtWTit+VaT{ aT aTa mSITfthIt qi fBdttd fbu am iI nTITTfihi dh

fRI%Flat + WTTUTH & fM:I in aN ;R faq,ITsn 3#{ fR)qm,r fRaTWT d7 ;hIT iI

31111%Tfhft/%dUTfUt grT mv-am qt 3fBa qt @TH Hr fhlfRa fR+wr fim
aFar iI

UTd:gtN fBawr WTTdt (qtgtw) # dqftfR© ZIUTf iT aFa, wiz %Tg/aT8rTftht &
gTZT8rr dt aat lrRlt/fu wv aa + v,ta, fgfSe$r Ht fhIT Trar I, mT tnl ql
99.8% PRTiT %Tg q+ STaR & aTV \aS bIT ITU iI Wt {KRi/TtV IHI dd A

W{af€taT gIta 3+r 3+faa@ f$qT1% fBawr rIIBnl/diR- in dw qi %rafha f+Nrr

;rTF iI gM rrT?l-wr©, €r8tt UNIt/tu rna alt (da7T§ 3+1 sqM +Q wa &h H+

tsTsn, fR'd+ gtdt€t am 3t8wr =ftanr 3maT§ 1) + 3ita,TT§Z 3rrdem qi BIZifaa
fiT=IT ;mr t aRK 31 {Mit/fu rnq OIt it 3THlfa 4©xr dt gRT{tV f+NIT Tra iI

3fBa qt pTa # #31l1lw snuff dR +telmzr + %raF, quTTa A qnafgdl 3tl
KHaT aT+ + fRY qaHTH + iRT A WWF 98% M& HTt8H 3{TIITT v( qRlt8t@

qHwrmi;aTtvw+f§w ar + iI

(v): tW aTV StafF 3Tf€1fhla, 2013 + 31Em, "uTqnM" RTq qi vr4H, d{ Tr

BIt xzmvr3n+ fMI +qqKVq+qt\8rTfqafQTW wwi, att #Rr{%n +iST&qT

€Jrtr WaT-aRT qt fRtltfta fiR TFT 7[.rgRr ;TTHdg qT 3TqTq d1 fM af 2023-24

iT fRy dIc,gIf'dI %r fBavr qqltd amr f8aWT 31qitl-111 + +wa 11

(5.): MT iT tat it HUH iT fM, &g wtHn {Tru WHT-aHT q{ :RTf fa?nfNq+ iT

3Tqart fRdqtT (4t-3TM) dR lgftz Hd at t21Tdt=1 :rmt,r 3TftITTTnt + 3Tqart
nr8afltzlt +t Bath q:a iT fall wit UNIt/tu tnv alt +t v% qu71fgMI 8+ =RTf dR

;f+ iI
@@@@# W
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rMT mr f hiM 06.08.2024 a 3HWt aHtf+ia wa fun 153' iT in + SIFT (A) + 38;If&a 313itII

'l)udJ)+vdl§ ir iaga ©® fbu Irq nf#wIt qR InT-an fmr alt+ Yrvr
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3TRdtI-II3

ITN THT # ftatH 06.08.2024 qA 3TtNt artifha wa ;fliRT 153' + 3N + IITT (a) +
3BNfBa 3TqdVI

fR8-TrI BT8rTBaa ©T8TTIff (31tv-w 2024)

r. f. IMTVTZIX

WaT
R{arvr

greEr

H&#
#FF6Trev
%rnMr

TW
Of©TTTJ{

REMIT

HEWn
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J

FaT&Hr
aTIHRr

Marr

garza:
qRTrar

FqT7r{
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8

9
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13
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15
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18

19
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23

,llgTfgjgI rh +©vr

13,03,917

2,55, 146

7,51,046

3,35,462

3,21 ,414

6,37,582

5,95,291

9,57,383

7,62,819

9,70,023

3,96, 525

16,27,982

2,19,123

4,00,145

4,94,660

3,73,669

9,06,814

3,67,021

4,16,314

6,65,888

3,13,385

5,57,862

7,04,731

1 ,43,34,202
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WT mr R fIHta 06.08.2024 q+ 3HtRt aTrtfiTa WH +BRI

nRMa 3TqdVI

fBH gf 2023-24 & fRI! ©lqqrM fBawr (VHF
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2,95,418.60

0.1

9,18,301.10

6,41 ,937.00

1 ,07,396.50

1 ,14,560.30

3,16,800.20

1 ,69,125.10

4,323.70

12,96,763.30

14,57,584.10

1 ,504.00

8.50,772.50

26,11 ,771 .50

53,739.30

36,51 ,294.10

1 ,30,921.80

15,41 ,269.40

1 ,52,08,239.30

3TRiV-IIIa

+ gm (V) +153' + 3HT

ZZ +)

;ftzTXzraqrrTH

3,722.00

17,16,425.10

50,955.40

12,77,147.00

41 ,65,832.70

13,39,517.80

14,601 .60

23,253.90

1 ,95,403.10

29,449.60

11 ,06,903,70 1 ,25,303.50

1 ,97,566.50

90,639.30

3,06,498.60

13, 1 1 ,660.50

20,50,844.00

8,14,331.70

3,488,70

930.2

4,47,845.40

502.2

19,50,541.00

26,15,600.80

7,703.40

1 ,29,232.60

46,434.30

72.928.50

22,27,142.70

16,680.30

17,931 .90

22.77,225.90

12,15,701.50

1 ,60.591 .70

55,74,151.10

2,09,784,30

23,12,377.40

5,684.50

2,24,823.50

10,41 ,659.703,32,95,698.10

m2

17,42,405.90

50,955.40

12,77,147.00

52.05,813.80

13,39,517.80

16,111.60

4,90,821.70

29,449.70

21 ,50,508.30

8,39.503.60

1 ,98,035.80

4,21 ,058.80

16,28,460.70

24,98,689.40

9,83,959.00

7,812,40

930.2

32,47.304.20

40,89,865.20

7,703.40

1 ,29,232.60

46,434.30

72,928.50

22,28,646.70

8,50,772.50

26,11 ,771.50

17,931 .90

23,36,649.60

12,15,701.50

1 ,60,591 .70

94,50,268.60

3,40,706.10

38.53,646.80

4.95.45.597.20

+++++++
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SHRI VIKRAMJIT SINGH SAHNEY: Hon. Chairman, a survey conducted by IIT-Delhi has 
brought out that this scheme has not reached the last mile. The survey was conducted in 
three States -- Punjab, Haryana and UP. Punjab is the worst performing State under this 
new merged scheme. So, only 43 per cent of beneficiaries received this entitlement of 35 
kilograms and 5 kilograms. In addition, the average purchase was also 29.64 kilograms. 
This shows that many cardholders did not receive the full entitled amount. So, my 
question is: How will you ensure that the actual beneficiaries, especially landless 
households, are identified and get the true benefits of this scheme, as there has been no 
census also during the last 12 years? 
 
SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Sir, this is the largest ever food security programme of the 
world. In the country, a total of 495 lakh metric tonnes food is distributed every year and 
we are spending on it. During the last year, that is, 2023-24, we have spent more than 
Rs.2.11 lakh crore and this year, it is estimated that Rs.2.05 lakh crore will be spent. And 
implementation is with the States. However, the coverage, about which he is asking, is 
decided on the basis of 2011 Census. Section 9 of NFSA says that any revision in the 
coverage will only be possible after the population estimates of the next census are 
published. This is the Act which was passed in 2019. This is as per Section 9 of NFSA. 
This was decided by the then Planning Commission. Since no further data is available at 
present, we are distributing in a big way, that is, the largest coverage in the entire world. 
And in Punjab also, we have subsidy to the tune of Rs.2,064 crore in 2023-24 and till 
July, 2024, an amount of Rs.661.26 crore has been spent. So, I think, if at all revision is 
to be done, it will be done as soon as data is made available. The second point, the main 
issue, is as to whom to be covered. Of course, guidelines are issued, but the 
implementation agencies are the States. 
 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Supplementary no. 2; Shri Vikramjit Singh Sahney. 
 
Ǜी िवकर्मजीत िंसह साहनी: सर, सȂसस 2011 का है, तो इसिलए हमȂ Îटेट्स के साथ िमल कर कुछ 
समाधान करना होगा िक 13 साल पुराना डेटा है, तो how to identify landless farmers? 
 सर, मेरा सेकंड सÃलीमȂटरी क्वेÌचन यह है िक पहले ģी राशन और सिÅसडाइज्ड राशन मȂ 3 
महीने और 4 महीने पÊसेज़ और चना भी बटें, िफर वे िडÎकाटंीन्यू हो गए। जो आपका डेटा है, उसके 
अनुसार सारे Îटेट्स मȂ से िसफर्  9 Îटेट्स मȂ ही, कोसर् गेर्न्स िडÎटर्ीÅयटू हो रहे हȅ। So, why is not 
PDS system, being localised as production and consumption patterns in every State, are 
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different? It will also support crop diversification. तो िमलेट्स, पÊसेज़ और चना भी इसमȂ क्यȗ 
नहीं इन्कलडू िकए जा रहे हȅ और िसफर्  8-9 Îटेट्स मȂ ही बाटें गए? धन्यवाद।  
 
SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Sir, NFSA provides rice, wheat and coarse grains. Apart from 
that, if any States want to distribute other than this, the States are allowed but they have 
to inform the Centre. We are distributing only wheat, rice and millets. And other than 
wheat and rice, if some States want to distribute millets, then it is up to the State 
Governments. They have to write to us and they have to procure. And if we have the 
stock of millets, then we are very happy to send it to the States. 
 
MR. CHAIRMAN:  Supplementary number three, Shri Jairam Ramesh. 
 
SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, I am very glad that the hon. Minister has finally accepted 
and acknowledged in part (d) of his answer that the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna 
Yojana is based on the National Food Security Act of 2013. My question is very straight. 
The National Food Security Act of 2013, on which the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna 
Yojana is based, is founded on the 2011 Census. The last Census was due in 2021. As a 
result of not conducting the Census, almost ten crore Indians have been denied the 
benefit under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana. My question is: "When will 
the Government conduct the 2021 Census?" It is already in 2024.  
 
SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Sir, one thing is very important. National Food Security Act 
(NFSA) was passed but ये जाते-जाते करके गए, लेिकन इन्हȗने कोई रूल नहीं बनाया था और 
दो रुपए, तीन रुपए - ऐसा कुछ रख कर गए थे।...(Ëयवधान)... लेिकन यह माननीय Ģधान मंतर्ी जी 
का बड़Ãपन है िक उन्हȗने पहले 8 कंपोनȂट्स पर, शुरुआत मȂ कोिवड मȂ पहले सात महीने, बाद मȂ आठ 
महीने, ऐसे करते-करते, then, from January, 2024, we have totally extended it up to five 
years full free of cost. As I have said earlier, मȅने पहले जैसे बताया, this is the largest ever 
food security scheme. Number two, as on date, 67 per cent of the population on an 
average is covered. If at all, there is still a need, we will assess it. But, Congress should 
introspect. After ruling the country and the States for 60 years, if more than 67 per cent 
are poor, then, you will be held responsible for that.  Whatever we are doing, गत 10 साल 
से हमने जो िकया है,...(Ëयवधान)...  according to the World Bank, there are 13 crore 
people who have come above the poverty line. Second thing, according to the Niti 
Aayog, 25 crore people have come out of the poverty. This is the statistics which is 
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available in the public domain.  …(Interruptions)…  Actually, extreme poverty is less than 
one per cent now. In spite of that, we are open.  But, why Census was not conducted, 
everybody knows that. It was especially due to Covid and some other reasons. The 
Government is quite open. But, ultimately, it is the …(Interruptions)…  The Ministry of 
Home Affairs will decide when the next Census will be done. …(Interruptions)…   
 
SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, Census is not a State subject.  …(Interruptions)…   
 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Supplementary number four, Dr. K. Laxman.  …(Interruptions)…   
 
DR. K. LAXMAN: Sir, at the outset, I would like to thank our beloved Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modiji, for extending this free ration to almost 80 crore people in the country 
and moreover extending it for coming five more years. I really thank him on behalf of 
Members of this House. Through you, I would like to know from the hon. Minister: "Is 
there any proposal by the Government to extend this Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna 
Yojana to the physically challenged -- our beloved Prime Minister has given a name 
called Divyangjans -- to be the beneficiaries of this scheme?" 
 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister, a very pointed question.   
 
SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Sir, it is already covered either in the Priority House Holding or 
AAY.   
 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Supplementary number five, Dr. Fauzia Khan. 
 
DR. FAUZIA KHAN: Sir, the Minister of State for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 
Distribution, recently answered that the number of posts lying vacant under the Ministry, 
agencies and autonomous bodies, is 17,625. What is the reason behind this? Why has 
there been no re-employment from, at least, retired forces? Considering the grave 
situation of unemployment in our country, why is the Ministry not commencing the 
recruitment? 
 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister. 
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SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Sir, the question doesn't pertain to the main question. This is 
regarding the food security scheme, particularly, related to Punjab and I will verify and try 
to send the information to her.  
 
MR. CHAIRMAN: At the earliest. 
 
SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Yes, Sir, at the earliest.  
 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Within a month.  
 
SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Yes, Sir, whatever is the direction.  
 
MR. CHAIRMAN: As far as possible. 
 
SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Yes, Sir.  
 
MR. CHAIRMAN: When I was the junior Parliamentary Affairs Minister, we always made it 
a point; make it known as specific as possible. We will do it at the earliest, as far as 
possible.  
 
Ǜी मिƥकाजुर्न खरगे: ये आप ही को follow कर रहे हȅ। ...(Ëयवधान)... 
 
Ǜी सभापित: मȅ तो आपको follow कर रहा हँू।  Now, Question No. 154.  
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