GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF YOUTH AFFAIRS AND SPORTS
DEPARTMENT OF SPORTS
RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION No. 185
ANSWERED ON 08.08.2024

Kodava Hockey Tournament

*185 Shri Ajay Makan

Will the Minister of YOUTH AFFAIRS AND SPORTS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is aware that the annual Kodava family hockey tournament, hosted
this year, has made history by earning itself a reference in the Guinness World Records for
being the largest field hockey tournament;

(b) whether Government has taken a note of this event; and

(c) the financial assistance that has been offered or will be provided to this event?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF YOUTH AFFAIRS AND SPORTS
(DR. MANSUKH MANDAVIYA)

(a) to (c) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (A) TO (C) OF RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO.185 TO BE ANSWERED ON 08/08/2024 REGARDING
“KODAVA HOCKEY TOURNAMENT” ASKED BY SHRI AJAY MAKAN, HON’BLE
MEMBER OF RAJYA SABHA.

(a) & (b): Government has recognized Hockey India as the National Sports Federation for
promotion and development of Hockey in the country. The Kodava is a member unit of Hockey
Karnataka, which is Hockey India’s Karnataka State unit. The Kodava Family Hockey
Tournament is a local tournament in the state of Karnataka held under the aegis of Hockey
Karnataka. The tournament was held from 30th March to 28th April, 2024 and has registered
the Guinness World Record as the largest field hockey tournament with 4834 players.

(c):  Sports, being a State subject, it is responsibility of concerned State Government to take
steps for promotion and development of the sports, including holding of state/district level
tournaments, within the state. Hockey India has informed that Government of Karnataka gives
financial support to this tournament, and that Hockey Karnataka provides the technical Support

for conduct of this tournament.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Supplementary number one, Shri Ajay Makan.

SHRI AJAY MAKAN: Sir, this year, Kodava Hockey Tournament entered Guinness
Book of World Records without any support from the Union Government, whereas the
State Government fully supported Kodava Hockey Tournament. Starting in 1997, with
just 60 teams, this year, 360 teams with 4,834 players participated, making it the
biggest tournament in the world. Kodagu district, where Kodavas come from, is
considered as a cradle of Indian hockey. Kodagu district has produced 50 Kodavas
representing Indian hockey team. Seven of them are Olympians. Govinda, M.P.
Ganesh, Somaiya, and many others are in this list. As a former Sports Minister, |
know that this is very easily possible. My question is: Looking at these facts, is the
Government thinking of giving grants either annually or one-time infrastructure
development fund for this important place which has given so many Olympians, so
many national players, known as the cradle of Indian hockey, given the importance of
hockey in our country?

St Y& FRae wre: QUi Agiey, AT AR | dlsdl & g § T ol
g 3R IT 919 99 © & Sl Bled1 Bld! BT CARC gall 8, 98 59 aR RS g 4
RepTs gaT 81 FHMRT HBIGY, AT GG Sl s &I q1d &8 I8 &, dl § D
ATEH W AT T8 § (b g AVBR Dls HI STV s fhdl i gRie & forg 781
T Ghdl gl 59 Y H 9T P aRB I UG (T 1RV 3R 3R VAT Bls URdTd
3T 8, Il §% IR Hhed 3= Ydlc & Adhdl gl

MR. CHAIRMAN: Supplementary number two.

SHRI AJAY MAKAN': Sir, | am asking supplementary number two but while asking the
first question, | said that | have been the Sports Minister myself. Kindly have a relook
into this because there are so many avenues, so many ways by which you can directly
fund a tournament. There are many tournaments, football tournaments, which are
directly funded. So, my supplementary number two is...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Member, you can make that suggestion separately to the
hon. Minister. She would be happy to activate that also. Second supplementary.

SHRI AJAY MAKAN: Sir, | know. | have been the Speaker of the Assembly also. |
know my rights and privileges.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Then, you share my pain. Ajay Makanji, having been Speaker of the
Assembly, kindly spare some time and see me in my Chamber. Second
supplementary.

SHRI AJAY MAKAN:: Sir, should | come at 1.30 also along with them?

My second supplementary is this. |, as a Sports Minister, had set up a High
Altitude Training Centre in Coonoor. There is another High Altitude Training Centre in
Himachal Pradesh. | think that Kodagu district should be considered as a High
Altitude Training Centre. By way of asking a question, | am suggesting to the hon.
Sports Minister: Would they look into setting up a High Altitude Sports Training Centre
in Kodagu? | think they should do it. This is a suggestion in the form of a question.

YIF HRIHA AR WA 7 (ST, AGE ATSIAAN): TIRAT AR, AT e 7 Sl
GeImg &1 8, &9 S9P] AlC B o &

MR. CHAIRMAN: Supplementary number three, Shrimati Priyanka Chaturvedi.

SHRIMATI PRIYANKA CHATURVEDI: Sir, thank you so much for giving me the

opportunity. Sir, since we have the honour of the Minister being here, XX, Uz ?I@!
HIRHALI© ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Priyankaji, take your seat. ...(/Interruptions)... Take your seat.
...(Interruptions)... | have indicated, this House is governed by rules.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI PRIYANKA CHATURVEDI: That is what, Sir. That is why | started with this.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You have to confine to the question, please. ...(/nz‘errupz‘/ons)... I
am afraid. ...(Interruptions)... Please take your seat. ...(Interruptions)... | am
asking you to take your seat. ...(/nz‘errupz‘/ons)... Take your seat, Priyanka
Chaturvediji. Hon. Members, the Minister is expected to be fully informed of the
question that is before the House. If we use that opportunity for something else, we
are sending two signals. One, we are not focusing on the question, and secondly, we
are not following rules. Ask question limited to the issue involved. Please, for
heaven's sake. ...(Interruptions)...

72



SHRIMATI PRIYANKA CHATURVEDI: Sir, 1.4 billion people are heartbroken about
this. .. (Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: | hold the supplementary not relevant. Now, Dr. Fauzia Khan,
supplementary number four.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN: Sir, what specific measures is the Government taking to support
and promote grassroot development in field hockey? How does the Ministry plan to
address challenges such as infrastructure availability, funding and access to facilities
at the grassroot level ? Additionally, what steps are being taken to ensure that regional
initiatives like the Kodava Tournament receive consistent support and contribute to
the broader growth of hockey ?
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Question Hour is over. The House stands adjourned to meet at 2.00
P.M. today.
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