18

[RAJYA SABHA]

(Jharkhand), Shrimati Sulata Deo (Odisha) and Dr. Kanimozhi NVN Somu (Tamil
Nadu).

Demand for new railway line between Manamadurai to Vilathikulam in Tamil Nadu

SHRI R. DHARMAR (Tamil Nadu): Sir, the distance of the existing railway line from
Chennai to Thoothukudi via Trichy, Madurai, Kovilpatti is 652 km, and the distance of
the new railway project to be laid from Aruppukkottai Vilathikulam to Thoothukudi is
660 km. Both these routes pass through the busy Madurai and Trichy junctions and
the distance is not short.  But instead of going through Madurai Junction, an
alternative railway line can be made from Chennai to Tuticorin which is very much less
than 887 km, i.e. 65 km less. For this, a new railway line of only 83 km from
Manamadurai to Vilathikulam via Pasumbon, Kamudi, Perunali is enough. The new
Thoothukudi-Aruppukkottai link up to Vilathikulam is nearing completion. Apart from
Manamadurai Junction, Karaikudi Junction will also be connected to this route, so
there will be another connection from Chennai to Thoothukudi via Pattukottai,
Trivarur. So, if a small new railway line of 83 kilometres is built, Chennai to Tuticorin
can get two more rail links apart from the existing Madurai-Kovilpatti route -- one via
Trichy-Pudukkottai-Manamadurai-Kamudi-Vilathikulam and one via Viluppuram-
Tiruvarur-Pattukkottai-Karaikudi-Manamadurai. You can also get Pondicherry link.
The benefits of this programme are numerous. This route will become an alternative
to the costly East Coast route due to the availability of a railway connecting the
districts along the East Coast. Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the matter raised by the hon. Member, Shri R. Dharmar: Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil
Nadu), Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha), Shri S. Selvaganabathy (Puducherry), Dr. John
Brittas (Kerala), Dr. V. Sivadasan (Kerala), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha) and
Dr. Kanimozhi NVN Somu (Tamil Nadu).

Demand to convert Yavatmal-Murtizapur-Achalpur railway line in Maharashtra
into a broad gauge
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