142 [RAJYA SABHA]

Demand to increase the number of beds in emergency ward of AlIMS, Patna
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THE VICE-CHAIRPERSON (SHRIMATI S. PHANGNON KONYAK): The following
hon. Members associated themselves with the Special Mention made by the hon.
Member, Dr. Bhim Singh: Dr. Kanimozhi NVN Somu, (Tamil Nadu), Shri M.
Mohamed Abdulla, (Tamil Nadu), Shri P. Wilson (Tamil Nadu) and Dr. Sasmit Patra
(Odisha).

Now, hon. Member, Shri Haris Beeran.

Demand for Nipah viral testing facilities in Kerala

SHRI HARIS BEERAN (Kerala): Madam, | wish to draw your attention to Nipah virus
outbreaks in Kerala which has been declared as health emergency. The deadly virus
resulted in the death of a 14-year-old boy last Sunday. Nipah virus outbreaks have
haunted Kerala on four occasions in the past. Outbreaks of the virus were reported in
2018 and 2023 in Kozhikode and 2019 in Ernakulam. The Department of Health in
Kerala has taken precautionary measures and multiple level surveillance mechanism is
in place. But the biggest impediment being faced in such diseases outbreaks, which
was seen also during Nipah virus outbreak, is the inadequacy of virus testing facilities
in the country. Currently, for viral testing, the only centre in India is the National
Institute of Virology in Pune. It is a matter of grave concern that there is only one
advanced centre for virology testing catering to 140 million population of the country.
It is highly inadequate in a country like India to have only one viral testing centre and
this delays the detection and containment of the deadly infectious disease like NIPAH
and other similar diseases. NIV Pune, the result has come after a week’s time, which
is causing delay in roll-out of strategy of containment of such deadly infectious
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