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If the House agrees, the lunch hour may be dispensed with and the House may also sit
till 7.00 p.m. today. Do | have the leave of the House to dispense with the lunch hour and
sit up to 7.00 p.m. today ?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Yes, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Grateful to the House.

MATTERS RAISED WITH PERMISSION

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Matters raised with Permission of the Chair. Shri Sukhendu
Sekhar Ray; not present. Now, Shri A.D. Singh. ...(Interruptions)...  That we will
take again. It has come in the Ballot, we will take it again.

SHRI'A.D. SINGH ( Bihar): Can | start, Sir?
MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, please.

Demand to announce Minimum Support Price for Makhana (Foxnuts) produced
in the State of Bihar

SHRI A.D. SINGH (Bihar): Thank you, Chairman, Sir, for giving me the opportunity to
raise this issue in Zero Hour. It is related to demand to announce minimum support price
for a product which is cultivated in Bihar i.e Makhana, which is a super food because of
nutrition properties. It is very good source of vegetarian protein and contains five of the
nine amino acids.

(MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.)
Bihar produces about 10,000 tons of Makhana every year, which is 90 per cent of
India's production. India contributes 80 per cent of the world Makhana demand. This

product is cultivated by more than five lakh Mallah Community and it is grown in areas
basically where water is abundantly available. The international wholesale price of
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Makhana is Rs.8,000 per kg, but because of lack of any support from the Government,
the farmers have to barely sell it at Rs.400 per kg. And, it is a very labour intensive
product. So, | urge the Government that some kind of cooperative should be formed in
that particular part of area so that farmers get a good amount of price. The Makhana is
cultivated in nine districts of the Mithila region and to improve the livelihood of the Mallah
Community, which primarily cultivates this product, | urge the Government to form a
cooperative and support them with a minimum support price. Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the
matter raised by the hon. Member, Shri A.D. Singh: Shrimati Priyanka Chaturvedi
(Maharashtra), Shri Jawhar Sircar (West Bengal), Dr. Fauzia Khan (Maharashtra),
Shrimati Jebi Mather Hisham (Kerala), Dr. V. Sivadasan (Kerala), Shri P. Wilson (Tamil
Nadu), Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Dr. John Brittas
(Kerala), Shri M. Mohamed Abdulla (Tamil Nadu), Shri A. A. Rahim (Kerala) and Dr.
Kanimozhi NVN Somu (Tamil Nadu).

Thank you hon. Member, Shri A.D. Singh. Now, Dr. Sikander Kumar (Himachal
Pradesh).

Demand to connect Jakhu Temple to Maa Tara Devi Temple in Shimla through
Timber Trail and construction of flyovers in the city
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