
Demand to connect Hisar directly to Chandigarh 
 
Ǜी सुभाष बराला (हिरयाणा): महोदय, मȅ आपके माध्यम से माननीय रेल मंतर्ी का ध्यान हिरयाणा 
राज्य को Ģभािवत करने वाले एक महत्वपूणर् मुǈे की ओर आकिर्षत करना चाहता हंू। िहसार से 
चडंीगढ़ तक सीधी रेल कनेिक्टिवटी का न होना बहुत िंचता का िवषय है। चडंीगढ़, हिरयाणा की 
राजधानी और हिरयाणा के सभी सरकारी मुख्यालय होने के कारण, राज्य के िनवािसयȗ के िलए 
सुगम और तेज़ पिरवहन की सुिवधा के िलए सीधा रेलव ेिंलक होना ज़रूरी है। 
 वतर्मान मȂ, िहसार, फतेहाबाद, टोहाना, नरवाना, कैथल और पेहोवा मȂ रहने वाले लोग चंडीगढ़ 
जाने ले िलए रेल सेवाओं से विंचत हȅ और Îथानीय पिरवहन पर िनभर्र रहने को मजबरू हȅ, जो समय 
लेने के साथ असुिवधाजनक भी है। कनेिक्टिवटी की कमी के कारण इन के्षतर्ȗ मे सामािजक-आिर्थक 
िवकास Ģभािवत होता है। 
 मȅ माननीय रेल मंतर्ी से आगर्ह करता हंू िक व े िहसार को चडंीगढ़ से सीधा जोड़ने के िलए 
जमालपुर शेखा ंसे टोहाना के बीच एक लपू लाइन ओर कैथल से अÇबाला वाया िपहोवा नई रेल लाइन 
का िनमार्ण करȂ, िजससे िहसार को चडंीगढ़ वाया जमालपुर शेखा ं - टोहाना - नरवाना, कैथल, 
िपहोवा, अÇबाला तक सीधा जोड़ा जा सकता है और इस लपू लाइन से नई लाइन की Îथापना करके, 
हम यह सुिनिÌचत कर सकते हȅ िक यह बुिनयादी ढाचंा िवकास न केवल कनेिक्टिवटी को बढ़ाएगा, 
बिÊक पूरे राज्य मȂ समान िवकास को भी बढ़ावा देगा।                                                            

 
Demand for assistance to families of TB Patient 

 
SHRI JAWHAR SIRCAR (West Bengal): Sir, I wish to draw the attention of this Council 
to the fact that a recent study that covered 1,482 TB-affected households in four States, 
namely, Assam, Bengal, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu, has revealed that 61 per cent of 
tuberculosis-affected households experience "catastrophic" costs.  By "catastrophic", 
health researchers refer to healthcare costs crossing 20 per cent of a household’s annual 
income, which compels them to significantly lower their living expenses or to borrow 
money to cover costs. In 2017, Government announced a National Strategic Plan to end 
TB and achieve "zero catastrophic costs" for TB-affected families by 2020 as a 
milestone towards achieving a five-fold reduction in TB incidence and prevalence by 
2025. The Central TB Control Programme could not achieve its target to eliminate the 
infection’s economic distress to households by 2020. India has the world’s largest 
burden of TB patients with an estimated 1.93 million new infections detected in 2021. The 
TB Control Programme offers free diagnosis and treatment, but multiple earlier studies 
have flagged diagnostic delays and catastrophic treatment costs. Since April 2018, they 
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offered nutritional support to TB patients is through a payment of Rs.500 per month for 
each patient throughout the treatment duration that typically lasts six months in drug-
sensitive TB without complications. This assistance is insufficient to cover the costs 
incurred by the BPL families. The Government may seriously consider increasing this 
amount to the poorest families of TB patients.  I demand the Government to look into it.   
 
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the 
matter raised by the hon. Member, Shri Jawhar Sircar:  Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), 
Dr. Fauzia Khan (Maharashtra), Shrimati Jebi Mather Hisham (Kerala), Dr. John Brittas 
(Kerala), Shri Ajit Kumar Bhuyan (Assam) and Dr. V. Sivadasan (Kerala).       
 

Demand to maintain the safety and security of the National Highways of Manipur 
 

SHRI MAHARAJA SANAJAOBA LEISHEMBA (Manipur): Sir, Manipur has only two 
National Highways. One is NH-2 (Imphal-Dimapur Road) which connects Manipur to 
Nagaland and Assam serving as a vital link to the rest of India. Another is NH- 
37(Imphal-Jiribam Road) which connects Manipur to Assam and the rest of India 
facilitating trade and commerce. In fact, these two National Highways are the lifelines of 
Manipur. But frequent disturbances, bandhs and blockades, etc., cause many 
hardships to the people of Manipur. 
 People are facing economic hardships by affecting trade and commerce, supply 
of essential goods, price hikes and scarcity of goods. Passengers face delays, 
cancellation and increased travel time affecting daily life, education and healthcare. 
Shortages of essential items like food, medicines and fuel exacerbating humanitarian 
crisis. Frequent disturbances deter tourists and investors which is hindering economic 
growth and development of the State. 
 I urge upon the Union Government to maintain the two National Highways of 
Manipur safe and secure without any kind of disturbance or blockade, so that people can 
move freely all the year round.                
 

Demand for setting up of potato processing units in Uttar Pradesh 
 

Ǜी बृज लाल (उǄर Ģदेश):  महोदय, उǄर Ģदेश देश मȂ सबसे बड़ा आल ूउत्पादक राज्य है। देश के 
कुल आल ूउत्पादन का 32 Ģितशत उǄर Ģदेश मȂ होता है। 2022 मȂ 20 िमिलयन टन आल ूका 
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