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Demand to start a Superfast/Vande Bharat train from Meerut City to Varanasi
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the issue raised by hon. Member, Dr. Laxmikant Bajpayee: Shri Deepak Prakash
(Jharkhand), Shri Surendra Singh Nagar (Uttar Pradesh), Shri Neeraj Shekhar (Uttar
Pradesh), Shri Brij Lal (Uttar Pradesh), Dr. Bhim Singh (Bihar), Shri Pradip Kumar
Varma (Jharkhand), Dr. Kanimozhi NVN Somu (Tamil Nadu), Dr. Sasmit Patra
(Odisha), Shri M. Mohamed Abdulla (Tamil Nadu) and Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha).

Thank you Dr. Bajpayee. Now, Shri Vivek K. Tankha. Not present. Hon. H.D.
Devegowda. Not present. Shri Jose K. Mani.

Demand to tackle the increasing menace of drug abuse in the country

SHRI JOSE K. MANI (Kerala): Sir. Sir, | want to address a very serious issue which
we have been talking about for a long time, but we are not able to contain the issue
and it is drug abuse.

Drug abuse is not confined to any part of the country, but it affects cities,
towns and villages alike. According to the NCRB data, the cases registered under the
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985, have gone up by almost 204
per cent from 25,785 in 2011 to 78,3311in 2021! Even more tragic is that India recorded
as many as 10,560 suicides from drug and alcohol addiction, which is 189 per cent
higher than what was reported in 20111 The number is not just statistics, but it is a
harsh reality we are facing. So, we need to act urgently. Sir, prevention starts with
education. We need to invest in robust programmes that educate our youth about the
danger of drug abuse.
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