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[RAJYA SABHA]

Extension of defence corridor of Chitrakoot-Jhansi, Kanpur and Lucknow up to
Etawah and Auraiya districts
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the Special Mention made by the hon. Member, Shrimati Geeta alias Chandraprabha:
Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shri M. Mohamed Abdulla (Tamil Nadu) and Dr. Sasmit
Patra (Odisha).

Demand of measures for the welfare of duck farmers

SHRIMATI JEBI MATHER HISHAM (Kerala): Sir, | would like to draw the kind
attention of the House to the distress faced by duck-rearing farmers in Kerala, who
are continually losing their livelihoods due to the intermittent outbreaks of bird flu
(avian influenza). The bird flu scare has resurfaced in Kerala, particularly in the
Alappuzha district. Thousands of birds, predominantly ducks, have either died or
been culled in recent years. Besides ducks, the infection can also affect hens, quail,
geese, and other ornamental birds. The virus outbreaks have become an annual
issue. Early confirmation of these outbreaks is crucial to limit culling to smaller areas
and prevent massive economic losses for farmers. Farmers need proper scientific
advice to manage such situations effectively. Regular monitoring of wild aquatic birds
and bird-poultry-wetland interface is essential to understanding the prevalence of
avian influenza viruses. A year-round surveillance mechanism for migratory birds is
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