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MR. CHAIRMAN: You have made your point.

1l g Wets: H I 41 =T [ Ve HAT Il I RSP 5 Hae H el
HRAT DI HUT B |

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member, Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), associated himself
with the matter raised by hon. Member, Shri Madan Rathore.

Now, Ms. Sushmita Dev. Demand to Release Funds for the State of Assam to
Mitigate Floods.

Demand to release funds for the State of Assam to mitigate floods

MS. SUSHMITA DEV (West Bengal): Sir, | have the privilege to represent two States.
| live in Assam and | have found space in this august House because of the people of
Bengal. What is common between the two States is that both these States are reeling
under severe floods. Assam is one of the most impacted States. When the national
average is 10.2 per cent of flood-prone areas, for Assam, it is almost 40 per cent -
four times! The floods of the Branmaputra River, of the Barak River, of the Kushiyara
River, of the River Ganga in Bengal are so devastating that thousands of hectares of
crop land, lakhs of houses, hospitals, schools, bridges get devastated because of
flooding during the monsoon. But the irony is, this is recurring every year and what
we generally see is that States like Assam, Bengal, Uttarakhand, Bihar, all these
States demand money from the NDRF Funds. But such is the scheme of things that
when SDRF Funds and NDRF Fund have to be coordinated, the guidelines are such
that a State has discretion of spending the SDRF Fund only up to 10 per cent and 90
per cent is monitored by the Centre. So, how do the Chief Ministers of States spend
this money efficaciously ?

Sir, last but not the least, | am pained to say that when hundred people died in
Assam in this flood and when 24 lakh people are impacted, and an eight-year old boy
died in Guwahati, hon. Home Minister of India said that Assam has a flood-like
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situation. Sir, what is a flood-like situation, 39 dd1gU? We have been fighting for
decades saying to declare it as a national calamity. When Siliguri to Sikkim, NH-10
breaks down, or Silchar to Shillong, NH-6 breaks down, it impacts the entire North-
East. | am asking to give sufficient funds to the States. Don’t say north Bengal AT
E TﬂTSﬁ, Barak Valley Jqe Bl STl We want funds. Solve our problem, Sir, and
give us funds to mitigate these floods, prevent these floods and for rehabilitation of
Assam and Bengal. Thank you, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by hon. Member, Ms. Sushmita Dev: Ms. Dola Sen (West Bengal), Shrimati
Mausam Noor (West Bengal), Shri Prakash Chik Baraik (West Bengal), Shri Samirul
Islam (West Bengal), Shri Jawhar Sircar (West Bengal), Shri A.A. Rahim (Kerala),
Dr. V. Sivadasan (Kerala), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shrimati Phulo Devi Netam
(Chhattisgarh), Dr. Fauzia Khan (Maharashtra), Shri Ajit Kumar Bhuyan (Assam),
Shrimati Jebi Mather Hisham (Kerala), Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha), Shri Saket
Gokhale (West Bengal), Dr. Kanimozhi NVN Somu (Tamil Nadu), Shri M. Mohamed
Abdulla (Tamil Nadu) and Shri P. Wilson (Tamil Nadu).

Now, Shri Harbhajan Singh. Demand to Convert Bhakra Beas Management
Board Hospital at Talwara, Punjab into AIIMS or PGI Hospital.

Demand to convert Bhakhra Beas Management Board (BBMB) Hospital at Talwara,
Punjab into AIIMS/PGI Hospital
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