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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves
with the Special Mention made by hon. Member, Shri Babubhai Jesangbhai Desai:
Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Dr. Fauzia Khan
(Maharashtra) and Dr. John Brittas (Kerala).

Need for more trains in North Kerala

SHRI SANDOSH KUMAR P (Kerala): Sir, | invite your kind and urgent attention
regarding the need to allot a new Vande Bharat train service connecting Ernakulam
and Mangalore, and new MEMU services in North Kerala, considering overcrowding
in the existing trains. The existing train services in North Kerala are insufficient to meet
the travel demands of the commuters. Although more people in the North Kerala
region have taken to rail travel, there has not been a concurrent rise in the number of
trains or coaches. Since the trains are always overcrowded, passengers often
complain that sometimes they can’t get into the compartments. Passengers are often
forced to get down at nearby stations due to overcrowded compartments. There are
also cases of passengers getting seriously injured and losing their lives after falling
from running trains. The problem can be addressed only through the allotment of
more train services and an increase in the number of general and sleeper coaches in
the existing trains. | demand that, since there is no Vande Bharat train between
Ernakulam and Mangalore, allotting a new Vande Bharat train on this route would
immensely benefit the passengers in North Kerala. Introducing a new MEMU service
between Palakkad and Kasaragod would also address the overcrowding in the
existing train services. Thank you, Sir.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the Special Mention made by hon. Member, Shri Sandosh Kumar P: Shri M.
Mohamed Abdulla (Tamil Nadu), Dr. Kanimozhi NVN Somu (Tamil Nadu), Dr. V.
Sivadasan (Kerala), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha),
Shri Haris Beeran (Kerala), Shrimati Jebi Mather Hisham (Kerala), Shri A.A. Rahim
(Kerala) and Dr. John Brittas (Kerala).

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI BHUBANESWAR KALITA) in the Chair. ]

Request to increase the frequency of 16861/62 Puducherry-Kanyakumari Weekly
Express to a daily service

SHRI M. MOHAMED ABDULLA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | rise today to draw the attention
of the House to an important issue concerning Pudukottai Railway Station located in
Tamil Nadu. It has achieved remarkable revenue of Rs. 5.21 crores in the last financial
year, reflecting its growing importance as a transportation hub for both passengers
and freight. Despite this, the station still does not have a stop for many long-distance
Northern State trains that bypass Pudukottai, and continue to neglect its strategic
position. For instance, the train no. 22535, Rameswaram-Banaras train, which was
started in 2010, has been a crucial lifeline for spiritual devotees from the Pudukottai
district, offering them a direct connection to "'Kasi'". Initially, this train had a stop at
Pudukottai, but this was later removed during Covid. Train numbers 22613 and 22614
Rameswaram-Ayodhya Cantonment-Rameswaram Weekly have yet to include
Pudukottai as a regular halt. Since its inception in 2017, this train has not had a stop
at Pudukottai. The absence of a stop at Pudukottai station concerns devotees from
the region on pilgrimages. In view of the station's revenue potential and the needs of
the local population, | urge the Government to consider providing Pudukottai Railway
Station with experimental stoppages for these long-distance trains, especially the
aforementioned services. Such a step would not only benefit the people of Pudukottai
but also facilitate better connectivity to Northern India, promoting both travel and
trade.

| request the Government to look into this matter and ensure that necessary
steps are taken to provide these stops at the earliest. Thank you, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI BHUBANESWAR KALITA): The following hon.
Members associated themselves with the Special Mention made by hon. Member,
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