RAJYA SABHA [5 December, 2003]

Degrees to students of G.S.B.A., Greater Noida

*67. SHRI RAMA SHANKER KAUSHIK: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to refer to answers to
Unstarred Question 2824 and 4737 givein in Rajya Sabha on the 17th
August, 2001 and 10th May, 2002 respectively and state:

(a) the reasons for delay in awarding 'Degrees'to successful students
who have already completed the Masters in Computer Application course
in July, 2003 in the 'Approved' institute at Graduate School of Business
Administration, Greater Noida;

(b) the details of steps initiated/likely to be taken to honour the
commitments already made by Visva Bharati, Shantiniketan to safeguard
the interests of successful students of the batch passing out in July,
2003 already enrolled at Graduate School of Business Administation,
Greater Noida; and

(c) by when, the final Marks Statement and Degree Certificates are
likely to be issued to them?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (DR.
MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI); (a) to (c¢) According to the information
furnished by Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan, the award of Degree Certificates
to the successful students enrolled at Graduate School of Business
Administration (G.S.B.A.), Greater Noida, is held up due to non-receipt
of Degree Certificates, duly filled-in and signed by the Director of the
School. Visva Bharati has already sent the statement indicating the final
marks obtained by the students to G.S.B.A. on 28th September, 2003
for issue of individual mark sheets.
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SHRI SHANKAR ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, | would like to convey
the concern which is very prevalent, as the hon. Minister would know, in
the entire Eastern region of the country where management schools
are being established. In any case, the spread of management training
to the Eastern region of the country—l| mean Bihar, West Bengal and
further East—is being severaly hampered because of lack of
recognition given to established Central Universities to diversify. | agree
with the hon. Minister that you cannot ask a Fashion Design University
to give a medical degree. | agree. But the fact of matter is that Visva
Bharti is a Central University, and its scope of activities has to be
extended.

There are a large number of institution which have claimed affiliation
with Visva Bharti for management degrees. There was a difference of
opinion between the AICTE and the Visva Bharti as a result of which
the students are suffering. So, | would urge the hon. Minister, through
you, to kindly modify the charter, if necessary, of the University to see
that this scope of training is extended.

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI: Sir, there is no difficulty for any
institution which complies with the guidelines of the AICTE and UGC to
run an institution and give its own diplomas. There is absolutely no bar in
it. We are freely granting permission to run these institutions. All over
the country, several institutions have come up both in terms of
management and computer-engineering. They have been given full
permission by the AICTE. And, even in West Bengal, now a number of
institutions are coming up. The fact is that they want to circumvent the
guidelines of the AICTE by seeking an affiliation to a university. So, it is
not as simple as we are saying that it is hampering their expansion. It is,
as a matter of fact, they do not want to comply with the quality conditions,
with the building design, with the equipment and with the faculty standards
which are very seriously implemented through the AICTE. That is the
reason. It is not that we are stopping them from going in for further
expansion.

MR. CHAIRMAN: That is enough. Next question.
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