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Objectives of National Education Policy 

*65. DR. MANMOHAN SINGH: Will the Minister of HUMAN 
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) the trend of public expenditure on education expressed as a 
percentage of GDP and total public expenditure since 1990; and 

(b) whether this trend is consistent with the resource requirements 
for meeting the National Education Policy objectives? 

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (DR. 
MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI): (a) and (b) A statement is laid on the Table 
of the House. 

Statement 

A Statement-I indicating the total public expenditure and expenditure 
on education and other Departments as percentage of GDP from 
1990-91 to 2002-03 is enclosed. (See below) 

From the statement it may be observed that the total expenditure on 
education has increased from Rs. 19615.85 crore in 1990-91 to Rs. 
88919.00 crore in 2002-03 (Budget Estimate) to meet the requirement of 
various educational schemes/projects. 

Statement-I 

Objectives of National Education Policy 

(Rs. in crore) 
 

Year Total 
Public 
Expenditure 

Expenditure* 
On Education 
& other 
Deptts. 

Expenditure 
On Education 

&other Deptts. 
as % age of GDP 

1 2 3  4 

1990-91 

1991-92 

1992-93 

146711.53 

170370.38 

190327.49 

19615.85 

22393.69 

25030.30 

 3.84 

3.80 

3.72 
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1 2 3 4 

1993-94 218535.15 28729.69 3.62 

1994-95 251691.92 32606.22 3.56 

1995-96 286194.55 38178.09 3.56 

1996-97 329389.92 43896.48 3.53 

1997-98 370838.48 48552.14 3.49 

1998-99 439768.12 61578.91 3.85 

1999-2000 512519.33 74816.09 4.25 

2000-01 572160.14 82486.48 4.30 

2001-02 (RE) 639048.06 84179.46 4.02 

2002-03 (BE) 699098.41 88919.00 3.98 

RE = Revised Estimates 

BE = Budgeted Expenditure 

* This does not include expenditure on Research and Development by 
various Departments e.g. Department of Science and Technology, 
Department of Biotechnology, Department of Ocean Development, 
Defence Research and Development Organisation, Department of Atomic 
Energy, Department of Space etc. as also the extramural support to 
academic sector by these Departments. 

DR. MANMOHAN SINGH: Sir, I had asked the hon. Minister to 
indicate the public expenditure on education as a percentage of GDP of 
the country and as a percentage also of the total public expenditure. 
Unfortunately, one of the question has not been answered. I have no 
figures, which tell us what is happening to public expenditure on education 
as a proportion or as a percentage of the total expenditure. 

Whatever data the hon. Minister has given, I think, it gives rise to a 
serious questioning about the Government's commitment to devote 
adequate resources for education because, in the last three years, the 
figures for which have been given, show that public expenditure on 
education, as percentage of our GDP, is going down. And, if the hon. 
Minister had given public expenditure on education as a proportion of 
the total public expenditure, that would have also established the same 
thing. This causes a serious doubt about the Government's commitment 
to the educational objectives of the National Education Policy. 
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�9<�� �Ŝ ��.$�.'�. ���'9$��
 q� ��1�� %� �$'�<��9<, 7��9 .� �ह� 
G
��! ह� ( 3.37 !� �� �� 
ह� �� @
 �S
 �ह घ<!�-घ<!� 2.96 '
 � ��� @
 �� �ह �}�
 
3.28 ह" ��� ह� !" �ह .� �ह�  3.9 �� 8 �!� ह� @
 �ह�  3.28 �!� ह�, ����� �
��
� *�H �} 

ह� ह5 7��9 .� �"0 %� �ह+ ह� �� �
��
 ��  @
 �ह1! �� *�H �Sc� '� ���%� �� ��ह �� �" 
�i� ह5 , �� *�H ,>
 �i� ह5 ( ���-/��� *�n �� �" �gGm ह10 ह� ,���  ��
4 �� �ह�  �1 ; घ<"-
� 
ह10 ह�, ����� 	"�� �� #�$ �ह� ह� ( ��
 �' 	9*9�� !" '��9�� �� #9$ �ह� ह� @
 ,��9 �"0 M��	� 
S��  �ह+ ह� ( �'�� �1����	� ��! �" ,B�0 ह� �ह �� ह� �� �%A� ��  ��� ��� !��� �� *�J ह"�� 
���ह� ��, ,!�� �ह+ ह1�, ����� ,� 
c!�
 �9 �gGm ह10 ह� @
 ,��� ह� �ह�! ह5 ( 7���  ��� 
����  �ह�"� �� �
��
 ह� �"�%% �
 
ह� ह5,����� ��!� �� !
S �� .� 	��� '$ 
ह� ह� ( 
7���� �
��
 ह� ,���  ��� ��2�%�� ह� ( ह��
� �" � !�
� ��>� ह�, ,��" .� ह� �1<� 
ह� 
ह5 @
 �" ��~ ��>� ह5 ,���  ��� .� ह� �"�%% �
 
ह� ह5 ( �ह �ह2�'34� ��! �'�� �ह� ह� 
@
 7��� ह� �ह�! ह5 ( 

20 



[5 December, 2003] RAJYA SABHA 

DR. MAHMOHAN SINGH: Sir, I do not want to join the issue with 
the hon. Minister. The figures that he himself has supplied show that in 
the year 1999-2000, the total public expenditure on education, as a 
proportion to our GDP, was 4.25 per cent. The latest year- for which the 
hon. Minister provided the figures—is the year 2002-03. This percentage 
has fallen to less than 4 per cent. That cannot be considered as a healthy 
development, considering all the ambitious objectives that the country 
has accepted in terms of the National Education Policy. 
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SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Sir, I think, what is very significant is the 
other part of the question, which Dr. Manmohan Singhji has put, "Whether 
this trend is consistent with the resource requirements for meeting the 
National Education Objectives?" For the last three years, we have been 
hearing the Government, and Dr. Joshi, in particular, shouting from roof 
top that they have taken unprecedented initiatives in terms of constitutional 
amendments and all that. When I see the figures, I don't know, how 
does the BERE become comparable. I mean, they should have been 
consistent. But anyway, the process of reduction in expenditure, as 
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percentage of the GDP, is exactly timed with all those initiatives that had 
been taken. When-the entire Parliament is supporting the Government in 
terms of passing constitutional amendments, the expenditures should get 
matched with the Budget figures also, because it is we the Parliament, who are 
passing the constitutional amendments. But there is a complete reversal. 
So, the hyperboles used on all these educational. ....(Interruptions) 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please come to the question. 

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: How will they match, Sir? 
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DR. KARAN SINGH: Mr. Chairman, Sir, you will recall that in 1995, 
when Shri P.V. Narsimha Rao was the Prirne Minister, there was an EFA 
meeting. In that meeting, I distinctly recall, a commitment was made 
that the expenditure on education would go up to 6 per cent of the GDP. 
Unless it does go up to 6 per cent of the GDP, we will not be able to 
either meet any of the norms that have been laid down by the UNESCO, 
or be able to give our people the sort of education that they require. 
Now, it is for the Government to see that the Plans and the Budgets 
come up to that figure of 6 per cent. It is really stunning that even after 
nine years of that commitment we are still around four per cent. Will the 
Minister be pleased to tell the House, whether he will ensure that in the 
next Budget and in the current Plan, we do substantially increase our 
expenditure on education? 
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Mid-Day Meal Scheme 

*66.  SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI: 
DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: † 

Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Mid-Day Meal Scheme has been expanded further 
throughout the country; 

(b) if so, whether many opposition parties have also urged Centre to 
expand Mid-Day Meal Scheme; 

(c) whether mid-day meal supplied in Delhi and other places have 
been found affecting children instead of helping them; 

(d) if so, whether Centre has been informed that in number of States, 
after mid-day meal were supplied, number of children has been forced 
to go to hospitals; 

(e) the total number of students who were affected due to this; and 

(f) the steps Government propose to take, to prevent such incidents 
in future? 

† The question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Shri T. Subbarami Reddy.- 
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