GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF FISHERIES, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND DAIRYING
DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 2132

TO BE ANSWERED ON 19™ MARCH, 2025

Inland fisheries promotion in Kerala

2132. Shri Sandosh Kumar P:

Will the Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has taken any step for the promotion and development of inland
fisheries and associated processing and supply chain infrastructure in Kerala;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) if not, the reasons therefor?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR FISHERIES, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND DAIRYING
(SHRI GEORGE KURIAN)

(@) to (b): The Department of Fisheries, Government of India (DoF, Gol) through its schemes,
policies and programs has been taking several initiatives towards holistic development of both
marine and inland fisheries sector in all States and Union Territories including Kerala. Promotion
of fish production and strengthening of fisheries value chain system have been the core of these
initiatives.

The DoF, Gol is implementing flagship scheme ‘Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana’
(PMMSY) in all the States and Union Territories of India including Kerala for a period of 5(five)
years from FY 2020-21 to FY 2024-25. The PMMSY inter-alia aims at harnessing of fisheries
potential including inland fisheries in a sustainable manner, enhancing fish production and
productivity through expansion, intensification, diversification and productive utilization of land
and water, strengthening of value chain, doubling fishers and fish farmers incomes and generation
of employment and also ensuring social & economic security for fishers and fish farmers.

During last four years (2020-21 to 2023-24) and current financial year (2024-25) under PMMSY,
the DoF, Gol has accorded approvals to the fisheries developmental proposals of Government of
Kerala amounting Rs.1358.10 Crore. The approved activities inter alia included inland fisheries
development activities like assistance towards construction of freshwater finfish hatcheries (05
Nos), new rearing & grow-out ponds for fish culture (89 ha.), fish feed mills (05 Nos), ornamental
fish rearing and breeding units (798 Nos), cage culture in reservoirs (750 Nos), high-tech culture
systems like Re-circulatory Aquaculture System (646 Nos), Biofloc culture units (850 Nos), pen
culture units (31 ha.), integrated development of reservoirs (07 Nos), boats and nets to traditional
fishermen (200 Nos), extension and support services under ‘Matsya Seva Kendras’ (10 Nos).
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The approved activity also included cold chain and marketing activities like iceplants/cold storages
(16 Nos), fish transportation vehicles (468 Nos), live fish vending centre (77 Nos), value added
enterprises (10 Nos), fish retail markets (05 Nos), whole sale fish markets (02 Nos) and also referral
lab and disease diagnostic labs (02 Nos) for timely disease diagnostics. Awareness campaigns and
capacity building programs have been also taken up in Kerala through National Fisheries
Development Board (NFDB) in various areas of inland fisheries. Besides, the Gol has also extended
facilities of Kisan Credit Card (KCC) to the fisheries and fish farmers from FY 2018-19 to meet
their working capital requirement in all States/UTs including Kerala.

Further, Government of Kerala has informed that under the State plan scheme, Janakeeya Matsya
Krishi, includes different schemes like diversification of species & aquaculture practices, Kerala
reservoir fisheries development programme for effective utilization of potential in reservoirs,
ranching, establishment of fish/clam protected areas. It is also informed that hi-tech fish marts in
various districts of Kerala are established through Matsyafed wherein the fresh fish are directly
procured from fishers/farmers and supplied to consumers. It is further informed that due to changing
food habits and enabling convenience, easy to cook/ready to eat kind of value added products like
fish curry, fish cutlets, fish pickles are sold through Matsyafed in some districts.

Government of Kerala has informed that due to these interventions from Centre and State the inland
fish production has increased from 2.05 lakh tonnes in 2019-20 to 2.51 lakh tonnes in 2023-24.

(c): Does not arise.
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