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*63. [The questioner (Shri C. Rama Chandraiah) was absent for answer 
vide page 36 infra.] 

Education For All-Global monitoring report 

*64.  PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ .†† 
DR. MANMOHAN SINGH : 

Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether he is aware of the fact that UNESCO's, latest Education 
For All (EFA) global monitoring report says that Bangladesh has achieved 
gender parity equal enrolment of boys and girls at school at Primary level 
and India scraps the bottom of the list just a little above Pakistan; and 

(b) if so, the reaction of Government thereto? 

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (DR. 
MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI): (a) and (b) A Statement is laid on the Table 
of the Sabha. 

Statement 

(a) and (b) The gender parity index of Primary education shown for 
India (based on data for the year 1999-2000) is 0.83, for Bangladesh is 
0.97 and that of Pakistan 0.74. The Ministry of Human Resource 
Development have conveyed their disagreement with regard to the 
conclusions drawn in the EFA Global Monitoring Report-2003 that India 
is at risk of not achieving gender parity by 2015 at the primary stage, 
even before its release. The conclusions have been based on projections 
made primarily on old data and not taking into account the updated, 
though partial, data supplied by this Ministry. UNESCO Institute of 
Statistics (U!S) has been requested to fine-tune their estimation methods 
to include updated survey data and not wait for disaggregated Census 
data. 

The other International agencies like UNICEF and World Bank, which 
have accepted the National Family Health Survey (NFHS) data, have 
also endorsed India's viewpoint of having made significant progress 
towards achieving the goal of gender parity by 2015...In the Global 
Monitoring Report itself, there is mention of the fact that there are already 

††The question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Prof. Saif-ud-Din Soz. 

13 



RAJYA SABHA [5 December, 2003] 

policies/programmes in place in many of the "at risk" countries, that could 
deliver parity within a few years. At the launch of the Report in New 
Delhi, the Director of the Monitoring Report team had also explained 
that the Report had made projections based on the data available and 
that countries like India had put in place targeted interventions through 
the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan that could move it closer to attaining parity. 
UIS have also indicated that they would be taking steps to include survey 
data and build flexibility in their modeling system, so that they do not 
have to wait for disaggregated Census data alone. Lastly, the communique 
issued at the end of the High Level Group Meeting also calls for enhancing 
the capacity of UIS for identifying data gaps and for improving data 
collection and quality. 

PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: Mr. Chairman, I feel a little disappointed 
with the reply that the hon. Minister has Tabled. Sir, it is customary for 
many Ministers to lump question-answers together in a statement. But I 
expected it differently from Dr. Joshi. As far as UNESCO is concerned, 
EFA was prepared by a very established forum at the UNESCO, enjoying 
international reputation. The hon. Minister went to Paris, of course, for 
work and conferences a number of times, and he should have kept a 
track of what EFA was doing. Now, the hon. Minister should explain to 
the House whether his five-year term has made any difference in the 
realm of education. Now, it does not do us any pride. We cannot feel 
proud of lumping together of India with countries like Chad, Yemen, 
Guinea, Pakistan. These were Dakar goals. I think, perhaps, he was 
present at Dakar in 2000 where goals like universal primary education, 
adult literacy, quality education and gender equality were set. I think, as 
a student of education, in all the four areas, we have not made any 
spectacular progress. The hon. Minister, in his answer, has said that 
there are gaps in statistics. 
 

 �� �����	 : ��S�  ������ ����� ( 

 

PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: I cannot say that he is next to any Minister 
in the world. He knew what the UNESCO was doing. He could have 
taken up the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and fought the battle. But, even so, 
on 7th November, this Report EFA was released to the Press in Delhi. 
Still the Minister... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: What is your question? 
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PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: My question is this. Is he not raising an 
alarm for the country that we are lagging behind in gender equality and 
we are behind Bangladesh? In his answer, the hon. Minister mentioned 
about Bangladesh also. 
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PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: The gender parity index of primary 

education for India is 0.87 per cent. He compares it with Bangladesh's 
0.97 per cent, and feels satisfied that we are close to Bangladesh. That 
will not do any proud to you. That is the point. 
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We should compare with Germany, England and other such countries, 
which are advanced in the field of education. ...(Interruptions)... 
We have a very vast scientific infrastructure. We should utilise it. Now if 
you feel that much confident...(Interruptions) �' �*��
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DR. MANMOHAN SINGH: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the hon. Minister has 
highlighted the great importance of ensuring gender parity in access to 
education. This is a matter in which there can be no difference of opinion 
among the Members of the House. I would like to ask the Minister whether 
he is aware that lack of toilets separately for girls is a major obstacle in 
many parts of the country, which keeps the girl child away from school. 
ff so, what is being done to make good this deficiency? 
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Objectives of National Education Policy 

*65. DR. MANMOHAN SINGH: Will the Minister of HUMAN 
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) the trend of public expenditure on education expressed as a 
percentage of GDP and total public expenditure since 1990; and 

(b) whether this trend is consistent with the resource requirements 
for meeting the National Education Policy objectives? 

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (DR. 
MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI): (a) and (b) A statement is laid on the Table 
of the House. 

Statement 

A Statement-I indicating the total public expenditure and expenditure 
on education and other Departments as percentage of GDP from 
1990-91 to 2002-03 is enclosed. (See below) 

From the statement it may be observed that the total expenditure on 
education has increased from Rs. 19615.85 crore in 1990-91 to Rs. 
88919.00 crore in 2002-03 (Budget Estimate) to meet the requirement of 
various educational schemes/projects. 

Statement-I 

Objectives of National Education Policy 

(Rs. in crore) 
 

Year Total 
Public 
Expenditure 

Expenditure* 
On Education 
& other 
Deptts. 

Expenditure 
On Education 

&other Deptts. 
as % age of GDP 

1 2 3  4 

1990-91 

1991-92 

1992-93 

146711.53 

170370.38 

190327.49 

19615.85 

22393.69 

25030.30 

 3.84 

3.80 

3.72 
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