GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION
RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO : 4
(TO BE ANSWERED ON THE 39 February 2025)

2ND ASIA PACIFIC MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE ON CIVIL
AVIATION

*4, SMT MAMATA MOHANTA

Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state:-

(&) whether it is a fact that 2nd Asia Pacific Ministerial Conference on Civil
Aviation is going to be organized soon;

(b) if so, the manner in which Government anticipates the outcomes of this
conference which will benefit India's economy and better air facilities and improve
the position of the country as aleading aviation hub in the Asia-Pacific region;

(c) whether this Conference's outcome impact regional air connectivity and trade
partnerships within the Asia-Pacific; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION

(Shri Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu)

(@) to (d): A Statement islaid on the Table of the House.
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Statement refferred to in reply to parts (a) to (d) in respect of Rajya Sabha Starred
Question No.04 for reply on 03.02.2025 regarding "2nd Asia Pacific Ministerial
Conference on Civil Aviation" asked by Smt. Mamata M ohanta.

(@) The 2nd Asia Pacific Ministerial Conference on Civil Aviation was held on
11th-12th September 2024 at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi

(b) The Conference, through the Delhi Declaration, is expected to significantly
benefit India's economy and aviation sector in multiple ways.

- The declaration emphasizes regional cooperation, which will enable better
coordination among Asia-Pacific countries for developing aviation infrastructure
more efficiently

- It supports the implementation of ICAQO's global plans for safety, air navigation,
and aviation security, which will help India enhance its aviation safety standards
and security measures

-By positioning India as a key player in regional aviation cooperation, the outcome
of the conference is expected to help in achieving greater regional connectivity and
attract investments in Indian aviation industry, thereby strengthening India's status
as aleading aviation hub in the region

(c) & (d) Yes, the Conference's outcomes is expected to have significant impact on
regional air connectivity and trade partnerships within the Asia-Pacific region. The
specific outcomes, as outlined in the Delhi Declaration, include:

-Reaffirmation of the Asia and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Civil Aviation
(Beijing Declaration)

-Commitments from APAC region members to implement ICAO Global Plans
including the Global Aviation Safety Plan (GASP), Global Aviation Security Plan
(GASeP), and Global Air Navigation Plan (GANP)

- Agreement to invest resources in modernizing Air Navigation Services to support
recovery and meet future air travel demands

-Collaborative work through ICAO and Regional platforms to improve the
effective implementation of critical elements of State safety oversight system
-Commitment to sustainable funding for effective safety and security oversight
-Focus areas including Aviation Safety, Air Navigation Services, Aviation
Security, Facilitation, Gender Equality in Aviation, Aviation Environment
Protection, and Ratification of International Air Law Treaties
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SHRI SAMIK BHATTACHARYA: Sir, despite being located in a region with immense
potential, Kolkata airport currently connects to only about 12 to 13 international
destinations, far fewer than Delhi 80, Mumbai 52, Bengaluru 31, Chennai 24, and
Hyderabad 22. This limited connectivity raises concern about the region's missed
economic opportunities.  Given Kolkata's strategic proximity to Asia-specific
markets, do you believe the target initiatives will soon enhance its international
aviation network ?

SHRI KINJARAPU RAMMOHAN NAIDU: Sir, Kolkata Airport is one of the best
airports that we have in the country. And, it has also recently completed 100 years of
existence and we have thoroughly celebrated the 100 years of Kolkata Airport in
December. And, we have been thoroughly following on the connectivity that Kolkata
Airport duly requires. And, there has been a strong demand for connecting Kolkata
Airport to the Europe. And, as the hon. Member has mentioned, it becomes a very
strategic location for us to connect our own country to the Eastern side of the world.
So, definitely, in the coming days, we make a push from the aviation side and,
especially, by speaking to the airline operators, both international and domestic. We
are trying to promote them, we are trying to discuss with them and encouraging them
for more regional connectivity across the Asia-Pacific region in particular, Sir, they
have been very positive about it. And, in the coming days, we are going to see that
Kolkata becomes a hub for both the Eastern side connectivity, Southeast Asia
especially, and to the Europe also, we are planning to connect it on a big way, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Dr. M. Thambidurai.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Sir, this is regarding the Bangalore Airport. It is an
international airport, you know it very well. There is a heavy traffic here. Once | was
traveling from Hyderabad to Bangalore. The Air Asia Flight could not land there
because of heavy traffic. Sir, fuel was not available. But, they diverted flight to
Chennai on that day. Why | am telling is,Bangalore is an international airport but there
is huge congestion. There is a demand to have one more airport in Hosur. That
demand is going on. Since a lot of international players are coming to Bangalore, |
would like to know whether the Minister will consider giving some facilities. If we have
one more airport, as we are having second airport in Noida, Delhi, we can decongest
Bangalore Airport. You are putting a condition that if there is an international airport,
you cannot have another airport in the next 25 years. You have given that concession
for airport in Hyderabad and GMR accepted it. But, in Bangalore International
Airport, we are facing problems. | would like to know from the Minister whether he
will come forward and 25 years condition is waived to have a new airport. Sir, the
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Tamil Nadu Government has also requested and recommended to have a new airport
in Hosur.

SHRI KINJARAPU RAMMOHAN NAIDU: Sir, from the Government of India side,
realizing the potential to the economy, job creation and the local activity that airport
brings, we want to create as many airports as possible and wherever the demand is.
But, one special situation gets created when already there is an agreement with an
existing airport that within 150 kilometers no other airport comes in, there becomes a
challenge and it becomes very sensitive. And likewise, our hon. senior Member has
also mentioned that regarding the Hosur Airport, the Tamil Nadu Government has
been actively pursuing to construct an airport there. We would have been assisting,
Sir, when we are trying to assist also. But one challenge is 150 kilometer radius from
the Bangalore Airport’, is becoming tricky. And, this is a matter on which both the
Bangalore Airport concessioner, Tamil Nadu Government, Government of India and
everyone have to sit together, discuss and come up with a solution. So, we will be
proactively...

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: In Hyderabad, they have accepted that kind of agreement.

SHRI KINDJARAPU RAMMOHAN NAIDU: In terms of Hyderabad, Sir, the State
Government of Telangana has been actively involved in pursuing the Hyderabad
Airport concessioner and, likewise, we see a scenario where everyone can sit
together and come to a consensus and common conclusion. And, from our side, our
intention is to create as many airports as possible. So, definitely, from our side, we
will have a positive approach.

SHRI H. D. DEVEGOWDA: With your kind permission, Sir, | would like to sit and
speak. | would like to ask a question. Karnataka Government has already made a
proposal to construct one more airport. The Government of Karnataka has already
discussed it with the hon. Minister of Civil Aviation as the situation is more advanced.
| am not opposing what my colleague, Dr. Thambidurai, has said that there is a
problem; | know that. Kindly think over as to how to solve this problem. As far as
constructing one more airport in Karnataka is concerned, it has to be considered
because there is a lot of demand for another airport. The International airport was
sanctioned earlier. Now, it is not possible for that airport to cope up with the footfall of
daily passengers. So, one more airport is necessary as far as the State of Karnataka
is concerned. And, the problem about which my colleague has mentioned, kindly see
to it how best you can solve that problem with your very good experience. Though
you are a young man, kindly see that this problem is solved.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Please remember the compliment.

SHRI KINJARAPU RAMMOHAN NAIDU: Sir, one common agreement that we all
make here is that the Bengaluru Airport is getting saturated and it is getting busier
day-by-day. So, the rumour is that the State Government of Karnataka is also trying
to build an airport in Bengaluru, as and when the site gets decided. Whenever it
comes to us for site clearance, then, definitely we will be taking it forward.
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QIRYIC g1 ST ¥81 81 B4 39 91d &1 il & b 39 ARE &1 TIRUIC BAR <% H g9
ST Y& 81 IR, 89 fegwR § 9287 validation flight Y dede T & and everything is
going according to the timelines and very soon, in the month of April, we see regular
operations being started from the Noida International Airport, Jewar. And regarding
the connectivity, based on civil aviation, we can say that Air India and Indigo,
especially Indigo, is very excited to come up with more connectivity from this location
because it becomes a strategic location for Western Uttar Pradesh and National
Capital Region. They are coming up with flight connectivity to most of the cities in the
country. But, in terms of road connectivity to airport, this comes under different
departments. It lies right next to the Yamuna Expressway, so, it is properly connected
by road. We just need many more points to get aligned with that road connectivity
and slowly we can see that happening.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | was in that area. The connectivity will be very extensive and
seamless. It is going to be one of the largest in the world and the largest in Asia.

SHRI KARTIKEYA SHARMA: Sir, | would like to ask the hon. Minister whether the
Ministry is planning to integrate any advanced technology such as Al-based predictive
maintenance and real-time flight data monitoring into the existing safety network to
further mitigate the risks associated with technical glitches.
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SHRI KINJARAPU RAMMOHAN NAIDU:  Sir, technology is changing the way we see
life and especially in terms of aviation, airport operations and airline operations.
Technology is continuously being upgraded. We are taking it very positively and
including it in our day-to-day operations also. And, what the hon. Member has
mentioned here about predictive analysis using Al to improve our operations and
mitigating risks and challenges that might come up ahead, we have already started
some of the centres and, especially in Hyderabad, we have launched an epoch centre
with respect to the airline operator there. It has been very, very useful in
understanding the passenger patterns like at what time how much traffic we are
getting and how is the flight movement happening, and within the airport, the
baggage movement, the security check-in, etc. A lot of different activities we are
able to predict beforehand itself based on the previous data and real time data on
how we can better the operations at the airport itself. Now, we have got them at
some of the major airports. We are trying to expand it to all the other airports also.
In the coming years, we are definitely going to do it. One is, using the Al predictive
analysis. Also, to improve the technology that we have in all different sections, we
are actively pursuing with the Airports Authority of India also and making them more
proactive into bringing in new technologies into the operations. So, definitely, in the
way forward, we are going to have this real time data monitoring and the Al machines
operating at all the airports also.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No.5.
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