GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 32
ANSWERED ON 06.02.2025

MONITORING OF INDIAN STUDENTS ABROAD POST-CONFLICT ESCALATIONS

*32. DR. SYED NASEER HUSSAIN:
Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of Indian students affected by ongoing conflicts in Israel, Palestine and Ukraine
till date;

(b) the specific measures taken to assist these students, including financial and academic aid; and

(c) the manner in which Government is collaborating with foreign universities to ensure minimal
academic disruption?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(DR. SUBRAHMANYAM JAISHANKAR)

(a) to (c): A statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (A) TO (C) IN RESPECT OF RAJYA
SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. 32 FOR REPLY ON 06.02.2025 REGARDING
MONITORING OF INDIAN STUDENTS ABROAD POST-CONFLICT ESCALATIONS
ASKED BY DR. SYED NASEER HUSSAIN.

The response to the question is as follows:
Ukraine:

There were 21,928 Indian students before the start of the conflict in Ukraine. However, as on
November 01, 2024, only 1802 students were enrolled in various Ukrainian Universities.

During the initial stages of the conflict in Ukraine, keeping in view the deteriorating security
situation in Ukraine, the Indian Embassy in Kyiv had issued travel and security advisories to the
Indian students studying in Ukraine. After the start of the conflict, the Indian Government, through
its Mission in Ukraine, had proactively supported distressed/ stranded Indian students. This support
included active liaison with the Ukrainian Government and University authorities to arrange safe
accommodation, facilitating their return under “Operation Ganga”, arrangements made for their
movements in consultation with the neighbouring countries of Ukraine, and providing food, shelter
and emergency medical care/medicine. A total of 18,282 Indian nationals including students were
evacuated under Operation Ganga launched by the Government of India in February/March 2022.
Subsequently, most of the students got themselves transferred from Ukrainian Universities to other
countries viz., Kazakhstan, Georgia, Uzbekistan, Russia, Serbia, Bosnia, Poland, Hungary and
Moldova.

Since the early days of the conflict, the Government of India has been in touch with the
educational authorities in Ukraine regarding the continuation of studies by Indian students who
returned from Ukraine. The Indian Mission in Ukraine has maintained constant touch with all
concerned Ukrainian authorities, universities and student communities to resolve the issues faced by
Indian students studying in Ukraine.

National Medical Commission (NMC) of India in September 2022 had clarified that it has
no objection on permanent transfer of Indian medical students to universities in third countries in
respect of medical students covered under Screening Test Regulations, 2002. It also permitted
academic mobility to universities in specified third countries in respect of these students. NMC
further clarified that medical students were allowed to undergo online classes of theory subjects
which should be supplemented by offline practical and clinical training done in the Medical
University and /or its affiliated Hospitals during their MBBS course.

Currently, the ground situation in Ukraine remains volatile for return of students. As a result,
the number of students seeking admission in various Ukrainian Universities has come down sharply.
Ukrainian side has also reiterated its willingness to allow Indian students to continue their courses
online.

Israel:

There are around 900 Indian students in Israel, who are mostly enrolled in PhD or Post-
doctoral studies in STEM fields. Following the 07 October 2023 attacks in Israel, Government of
India launched Operation Ajay to facilitate safe return of Indian nationals under which 1309 Indians
returned to India. This included 768 Indian students. Since then, almost all the Indian students who
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had returned to India under Operation Ajay, have reached Israel, to resume their research/studies in
the Israeli universities.

Embassy of India in Israel set up a 24-hour Control Room to monitor the situation and
provide information and assistance to Indian nationals, including Indian students. In addition, 24-
hour emergency helplines were also set up at the Embassy for extending assistance to all Indians,
including Indian students, in Israel. Embassy has maintained constant touch with the nodal student
coordinators and also with the International Student Departments of all the universities where
Indian students are enrolled to ensure their well-being. Embassy has not received complaint about
academic disruptions in Israeli universities.

Palestine::

There is no Indian student in Palestine.
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it SUHTARY : 3MURT ATl R 87 ...(AALH)... No, Shri Nasir Hussainji nothing,
..(Interruptions )... IMIDT HdTel - Monitoring of Indian students abroad post-conflict
escalations. ...(Interruptions).. Nothing is going on record. 3R 34 HdTcl E{@'fﬁ, ar
..(I9YT)....

<1 {Ie ARRGET ... (FIHF).... IRT AT TS B .. (FITH)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, | will not allow. ...(Interruptions )... Nothing will go on
record. ...(Interruptions).. RpTe TR ol ST ...(STIET). .

DR. SYED NASIR HUSSAIN: "

1l STAUTYT: 3IHT HIT H I I8T 7§ - Monitoring of Indian students abroad post-
conflict escalations, JTIdT HdTcl Ig B Wsﬂﬁ §H§5| Eﬂ?f:rt((@l

SHRI S. JAISHANKAR: Sir, there was no supplementary asked relevant to the
question. However, the hon. Member, as is apparently a party attitude, keeps
uttering " in the House. ... (Interruptions)... The hon. Prime Minister did not campaign
for anybody. ...(/nz‘erru,oz‘/ons)... So, this is not the first time that this party takes this
position. ...(Interruptions)... | urge him to withdraw this. ... (Interruptions )...
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o O ..(EYTE)... It will not go on record. ...(Interruptions )... | have already told
you. ...(Interruptions )..No, this will not go on record. ..(Interruptions)..3RR HHS
e~ 39 EREREIE! I \g\#ahl §_§ li&};‘l, @ allow BRI Please, please take your
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seat Shaktisinhji. Please ask your second supplementary. ..(Interruptions)..Shri
Shaktisinh Gohilji, please take your seat. AIRR §'\ﬁ7f Gﬂ, JNMIPT Hhs ARIHCI
qaTe H S[ST AT BT AR ...(TALT)... @iIST, TS| ...(FELT)... S 3T I
2, 31T I A T[T Hhs FaTdl Y&, H I B oIToTd G| ...(TILTH)..

DR. SYED NASEER HUSSAIN: Sir, the External Affairs Minister cannot use
unparliamentary words on the record. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It will not go on record. Please put your question.
...(Interruptions )...

DR. SYED NASEER HUSSAIN: Yes, Sir, | am putting my second supplementary.
...(Interruptions)... My second question is, has the Ministry engaged with foreign
Governments to ensure the protection of Indian students from discrimination or
targeted violence in conflict-affected regions? Do they have real-time data? What is
the plan for their evacuation? Especially in the context of UN issues, they should have
aplan. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Your question is over. Hon. Minister.

SHRI S. JAISHANKAR: Sir, the Government carefully monitors the number of
students in all foreign countries. We also carefully monitor their welfare. Wherever
there is a situation of tension or a likelihood of violence, we alert the students, as we
have done in the Ukraine. Where there is a requirement for us to take further steps,
such as running flights for their rescue or taking any other necessary action, we are
prepared. We always have contingency plans.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN: Sir, | would request the hon. Minister to kindly clarify the Indian
Government's official position on this issue and outline the interventions planned to
protect the affected Indian students regarding safeguards in relation to their academic
progress, financial investments and future prospects. How is the Government going
to plan for this? Also, | would like to ask the External Affairs Minister: considering
President Trump's statement on the Gaza Strip today regarding its occupation, what
is India's stand on this ? The entire world has retaliated; what is India's response ?

SHRI S. JAIL. SHANKAR: Sir, so far as first supplementary is concerned; yes, we take
several measures. For example, my own answer has given in detail what we did in the
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case of Ukraine. We allowed students to transfer to third countries. We permitted
them, in many cases, to attend classes online, depending on their concerns. We also
allowed them to complete their practicals in India, as an exception to the rules.
Depending on the situation, we have been very sympathetic and responsive. All
Embassies and Ambassadors have been instructed to take a special interest in the
welfare of students, whenever a situation arises. Another example, as mentioned in
my answer, is that of Israel. At the time of the Hamas attack, there were
approximately 900 students. We evacuated many of them, and many have since
returned. The numbers have grown. Sir, | want to assure the hon. Member that the
welfare of students is very close to the Government's heart. Every Embassy is
proactive in this regard. Regarding the second supplementary, Sir, it is unrelated to
the question.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, we know that many of our Indian
students, who want to pursue medical education, go abroad. Since we are facing a
crisis, they need to be rehabilitated. In this regard, the hon. Minister has mentioned
that the National Medical Commission has no objection to transferring these students
to Indian universities, provided they pass the examination here. | am thankful to the
hon. Prime Minister, who has announced that 75,000 additional medical seats will be
created in India. To illustrate, during Edappadi Palanisamy's tenure, 23 medical
colleges were closed. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please be brief and put vyour question.
...(Interruptions )...

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: With the Central Government's help, 11 colleges were
opened. However, the number of seats needs to be increased as new colleges come
up. My question is, has the External Affairs Minister persuaded the NMC to increase
the intake of medical colleges? Only then can the examination be conducted. This is
what | want to know.

SHRI S. JAIl. SHANKAR: Sir, the supplementary does not directly pertain to my
Ministry. My understanding is that the number of medical colleges in the country has
roughly doubled in the last 10 years. So, there are many more opportunities for
students. We understand that there are many more aspirants. But where my Ministry
is concerned, those students who do go abroad for education, it is our duty, it is our
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obligation to look after their welfare, and | would like to assure the hon. Member,
through you, that we are very much cognizant and sincere about it.

SHRI SANDOSH KUMAR P: Indian students are there in almost all parts of the world,
be it Germany or Canada. So, do we have any idea of the exact number of students
who are studying abroad? And, what about the quality of these universities, where
Indian students are studying ?

SHRI S. JAI. SHANKAR: Sir, | would like to inform the hon. Member, through you,
that we have a rough idea of the number of students because we encourage
them to register. But, all students do not necessarily do that.They are roughly in
excess of about 10 lakhs. In terms of the quality of universities, what many
Embassies do is, on their websites, they put up advisories. If there are some
countries where there were cases of fraudulent admission, we issue cautions on
the websites for the students who are planning to go to any country. They will
naturally go to the website and check up, and they will be suitably warned. Itis a
very legitimate concern, which the hon. Member has raised. Students today need
to be aware which are the good universities, which are not, which are the
universities which have some negative issues in the past and our websites try to
address that.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Question No. 33.
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