GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
DEPARTMENT OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 34
TO BE ANSWERED ON 06™ FEBRUARY, 2025

TELECOM CONNECTIVITY IN PVTG HABITATIONS, RURAL, REMOTE AND HILLY
AREAS OF THE COUNTRY

34# SHRI ADITYA PRASAD:

Will the Minister of Communications be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is running any special scheme for installation of mobile towers to
promote telecom connectivity in rural, remote and hilly areas of the country including Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG) habitations;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether any special project has been identified for strengthening mobile connectivity in
PVTG habitations and rural areas in Jharkhand and in other States; and

(d) if so, the number of mobile towers that have been installed and proposed to be installed under
it?
ANSWER

MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND DEVELOPMENT OF NORTH EASTERN
REGION
(SHRI JYOTIRADITYA M. SCINDIA)

(a) to (d) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT TO BE LAID ON THE TABLE OF RAJYA SABHA IN RESPECT OF PARTS
(a) TO (d) OF THE RAJYA SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. 34 FOR 06™ FEBRUARY,
2025 REGARDING “TELECOM CONNECTIVITY IN PVTG HABITATIONS, RURAL,
REMOTE AND HILLY AREAS OF THE COUNTRY.”

(a) to (d): Digital Bharat Nidhi (DBN) funds following specific schemes to provide mobile
connectivity to the uncovered villages of rural, remote, hilly & Left-Wing Extremism (LWE) affected
areas of the country.:

Specific Scheme(s)

4G Saturation Scheme

7287 uncovered villages of Aspirational Districts

Left Wing Extremism Phase-II

Left Wing Extremism Phase-I Upgradation

Uncovered Villages of Arunachal Pradesh and 2 Districts of Assam

Uncovered Villages of Meghalaya and National Highway (NH)

502 uncovered villages of Aspirational Districts

354 Uncovered Village Scheme

Lakshadweep Islands

W
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Uncovered villages and NH of Andaman & Nicobar Islands

As per list received from Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) to provide Mobile services to PVTG
habitations under PRADHAN MANTRI JANJATI ADIVASI NYAYA MAHA ABHIYAN (PM

JANMAN) under DBN funded 4G mobile projects, as on 31.12.24 the details are as Annexed.
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Annexure

Annexure refer to in part (a) to (d) of the Rajya Sabha Starred Question No. 34 for answer on 06-

02-2025
S. Towers Habitations Towers Habitations
State planned for .
No planned installed covered
Coverage
1 Andhra Pradesh 742 1300 341 620
2 Chhattisgarh 103 150 19 28
3 Gujarat 26 41 11 18
4 Jharkhand 8 12 0 0
5 Karnataka 17 18 5 6
6 Kerala 27 41 10 19
7 Madhya Pradesh 138 158 16 20
8 Maharashtra 213 271 67 100
9 Odisha 331 426 31 61
10 Rajasthan 3 3 2 2
11 Tamil Nadu 28 53 3 4
12 Telangana 64 77 11 12
13 Tripura 12 39 3 11
14 Uttar Pradesh 2 3 0 0
15 West Bengal 2 3 0 0
Total 1,716 2,595 519 901
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SiGeul

feeTes 06-02-2025 % T FHTANIThd UH HEAT 34 S HIT (F) A () A Sfeafla rgay

POl v oo | .

e PrifeE TR | R R R
4. afeat (AT af&aat
1 3T e er 742 1300 341 620
2 SATHIG 103 150 19 28
3 IR 26 41 11 18
4 IARES 8 12 0 0
5 heAledh 17 18 5 6
6 G| 27 41 10 19
7 HET Ter 138 158 16 20

TERTE 213 271 67 100
9 EIENS 331 426 31 61
10 | JrorEdT 3 3 2 2
11 | afdrerrg 28 53 3 4
12 | defamEr 64 77 11 12
13 | g 12 39 3 11
14 | 3T U 2 3 0 0
15 | gf=e Jermer 2 3 0 0

el 1,716 2,595 519 901
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it snfecy waTe: 9T SUTUTYTY F-IGY, § 31T HIeH A HI9-1> HT Sff ST
el g [ IRES H 319 d& Wigd 8 Aldsd <lai 4 | Ud | SlaR wfud g
BT T &, $HP IT BRI &2 RN STaR] § BRI Bl YB3 DHa 8111 ? FT 1
T} STaRT BT WATYAT P oI BIs T8y -7 fHeiRd & 18 82

£t saforTfeca T, Rifern: R, A0 99 7 U 9gd Aecaqul U9 da & aae
T &1 H I8 T BT ATedl g (&b <20 H ygell IR TG FAT Sl b I H U Yl
DR 3N 8, T T fardl FAT & hael Mai 781, dfeh TRl & i
Fatifior faerd & Ao 99718 Bl 'ULTHAT SIHT Ao & d8d §9 25 SR 1al
Td TUR & fo1q, Sfeardl a5t &5 H, 981 hdd gRAdR &I JfaeT &1, ISP A1
fRreqT, Tqrey, qiyv, I, TS & FHRI BT AR, JYul GEIIRl B
holistic solution @ oI dfd=ie = faarl FATST & {7 24 TR BRIS BUY BT JISTHT
TaaR, 2023 H YR Bl I & I SAR FEHTN MR HATAT 7 8H AT,
2024 ¥ AT @ foree, ST GREAR IR Bl SR &, G G Woll, Aol 3747
% 6 HE Y &1 SHDI Fd qRATR HATTT b g1 {1 AT Al b il &4 A
< 2,590 Tial Bl faf=ed fhar, T8l 89 1,716 9™ oI ST & 81 I8 15 A1 H §
3R < W= & S g1 ST #9181 39 dael 7Ifa enfiet 7181 €, i g
AoR, <let Y 2fiet € 3R &S T1dl, TR Ud elefi § 314t 4t lat-long &1 BfeTS &1
?_E»pf%\r, Unique Census Code EH| %\r, A IAP 915 Qﬁsﬂtl—cﬁwmgqﬂ—ﬁfa@
el 81 81 & b §77 2,590 7@l | | 901 741 § 89N Ia¥ o b &l 1,716 TIad H 4
519 TTa¥ o7 Gob & De-l Dl ATl I8 & [ 6 HEN D! FAe H, SeATs, 2024 I TS
T% |d 81 gbl, 719 XGifdhd 81 b AR <iawd Hl o1 b1 FA 35 URrerd HH Rars
c1s9 ¥ o €1 gafery germ w3l Sft 51 Sl 8T & & SRT <4, Aaed 9 1 SareT
HEId, A1 AT 1G] ik SR A 471 Sg1e] Rofee 3R I8! GREdR HATe o $HR
CIEAINNICIR

TR, STEI dP JIRES DI 914 Bl s, I8l 89 AN 7 Had 8 TIaH Tal, Ieeh
T 5 & 1Y 2,471 7161 # 1,987 T Wi fHy &1 89R S 991 §T oK, Tlel
g, S oY I 8 <lad YW@ifohd fhy Y 81 394 9 S8l &1 U8dT - oS al
HISATs 2l ARES AXBR TIAR o & o7 S S H AT ofe-adb! B I8l B
ORI - right of way @1 problem & 31k IHT & H1F $B AIB2 inaccessible T, T
fUhR 91 &9 o1 §U B1 3R HiHg #alad Al 84 HaS &V, Al 89 ST 984 fhaT 3TaT
B

1} 3nfecd gTe : AT SUGHIALT HEIed, dfdh FRES & MIRSIE, TH, dRBR,
AR AR ufTgHl Rgqd S Taael gTfad &3l | diargel § a1d dR+ 4 agd
HISATS BN &, SAMIY H JAMYP AT | A AT Sl ST A8 g 1P T 3
gl | Aedd Havsl & fARdR & 1T BT S1fIR<h gore i wraen= fear mar 87
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS (DR.
CHANDRA SEKHAR PEI\/II\/IASANI): Sir, not only in Jharkhand, but also in all the Left
Wing Extremism (LWE) affected areas, we have two schemes. The first scheme is of
Rs.2,400 crore started in May, 2024 and the second scheme is of Rs.2,200 crore
started in October, 2021. Both of them are supposed to be completed in the middle
of 2025. This includes all the LWE affected areas, not only Jharkhand.

it Yurciiy R YRoTaTe: TR, AIETSH CTas 3Tec Meell Jorst 3iR Ablsiafere! 9 I
TU &1 SUFHTART ST, JMud AiegH & H A 75 | qu1 g {6 a1 98 96
F= H 5 BTt 81 H 3 T8, 2024 BT AW AAHIE HUIIST 1 Y concerted AXIh
I AETsd SRR BT g1, NI AldISe UTgdhl, NIFdT GRT o T 119 BRIS o,
S TR 34,824 BRI BT IR 918 TS1? RN WHR 7 SABT A fofar 82 &
WRER AGIS HUYIS gRT FT9M dXid A SR® g™ & 59 Ifhal )R ®Is AH
TGt IR AT SRT T ot ?

£t SOiforifeca T, faferm: w), § oy St &l g=are <=1 9redn § 6 =i g9
HeT & UCd TR AR F&T b gRT I Bl ST DI Fierd B &b {7 Uap HiabT faar
fop fUoel 10 ATl BT 3afy § <21 4 g 301 Sif 1 Agcd H qRAAR P ATATaRol H a1
AT 3ATAT B, 9T il 31T 51 AR, H ISTERVN S1 A8 § b AT Bl BAraeiact
H BHN UTH 2014 H 90 RIS ATEH

SN STARTH ¥W: MY AT STA1d < ... (FALT)...

St STFUTIT: SR ST, 319 ¥Wie IR 96BN T dict| =19 31 i, 3719 9Tl |
st safoifeca wa. RIfR : W), SRRE S 6t * ...(agm ). .
St STUTIf: 78T, ©iTl ...(agM™). ..

S} SR <A

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Jairamyji, this is not going on record. ...(Interruptions) ...

* Not recorded.
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it SafeRTfecT T Rafer: o=, 37 fawam 2 & A wis iR SR, J0Teiy Sit 3rgei
GRETT 3T 31T BR Fhdl &

ot ST : 3T FaTo BT S1dTd <

2 Saforifes o faftam: R, § a1 <81 o1 {6 usd 90 HRIS UED A,
ECRW & | HIdTgd P a1 H 116 W@' UEP ! TR B internet penetration Gl
T BN, T 2014 H 25 RIS U186 A, Sl 3T BRI 97.4 BRIS &1 ...(ALT)... { T8l
311 I8T g, RUIEld S|
AR, IR A disds Bl 1d B, B! BAlfaefdct 2 a4
SATET B 2, 140 BRI & < H SHD Hdel 25 BRI TIEDH U, ST ST IghR 3 B
31GR 92 BRIS Bl b &l I8 SR o [ o9 I 749 98d o, al a1 IR 41 g e |
FRTT I 98 ST &, STET 0T Y S F Hall
H ITep! G BRAT TSl § b 2014 H AEISS WR Teb AT Bl Bict & forg
50 URY ST 2, ST 3177 10 AT G718 2025 H Yeb e Bl et b o1y o 4 forg <ma
g1 e, BT FIR 1 94% b1 FRTGC 3718 Bl ...(FadH)... § S71 I8 91 giaa
HIAT AT ¢ b 2014 H Seas BI BT 270 Y URT STET Bl 2, ST 3ATST 10 AT
1S, 9 Q90 P 37X U STal HRE 9 B4, 70 U 81 59 UPR, $9H 93% &I fRTae
TS Bl ...(AYUM)... 9=, § I <18 § 1 TS Ygr #2301 S & Ifed H AR
forea # ST & MER R [ [HHI S 51 S8l d6 Il g4 UG Sl § 38 8, H
3ITTP] F<d T | STATd 1 §, ST Badl § [P PRE TR § TR 10% DI

SHITT &S Bl

2t SafoRTfee v, Riferm: a8 ol g3 87 ool 4R e § wRd & 3fex ger+= Sff
& ﬁ—rjﬁ{ # telecom companies & §RT fastest roll out of 5G g3l 2122 HE H 98 per
cent districts or 82 per cent population 5G P HARS g‘s‘ HESGERRRED Wﬁ R
ARG RIS BUY B A2 AT 1 3R AIg AR AT BRIS SYY BT [+1der 81, AT T
=1 R aTel AT & foTY 2fisT Rew &1 81 AMfRY? 3R Bl Bl IS I U4 4
AT < U &1 b, Tl ultimately return HT 1 BIFT AT AT ST 3R 1A% TR Fa
cheapest ...(TdET)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please take your seat. ...(Interruptions)...

it saiforifaer . Rt ), s QR fawg o 9Rd | g w301 S & qcd | 9199
Gﬁ?@'aamcheapest%\rl

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Dr. Sasmit Patra - fourth supplementary.
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DR. SASMIT PATRA: Hon. Deputy Chairman, Sir, my specific question to the hon.
Minister has a brief preface and | will be quick. Odisha is home to the largest number
of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG) in India, and the answer also says
that PVTG is, probably, a part of the habitation. So, out of the 426 habitations
planned, 61 have been completed. My question is: How many of these habitations
belong to the Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG) in Odisha? How many
have been completed, and by when all of these would be completed? Thank you.

SHRI JYOTIRADITYA M. SCINDIA: Sir, Sasmit bhai has asked a very pertinent
question and it goes back to the answer | gave in response to the first supplementary.
The hon. Prime Minister has very clearly resolved that all the PVTG habitations must
get full infrastructure, not only telecom infrastructure, but all social infrastructure and
all physical infrastructure, and this is very much a part of that. | would like to inform
that 2,595 habitations have been planned and 1,716 towers have been planned. Out
of these, Odisha number today here is 331 towers. All these 331 towers in 426
habitations are PVTG habitations. There is not a single one which is not PVTG. The
total number of towers in Odisha is 4,511 covering 6,064 habitations. But, of that, the
subset is 331 towers, covering 426 habitations, all PVTG, and it is our commitment to
do this as soon as possible. Yes, there are ‘right of way’ issues; there are some areas
where we have issues with regard to land allocation, but we are working at that to
complete it as soon as possible.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Dr. Sumer Singh Solanki - fifth supplementary and the
last one.

S1. GAR e Aiciat: ST Feled, <27 & IR T HA1 Sl & wiged H HIRd 3
AR if TS 1 H 78 T b I UBTS] 3R ARl & F 377l §, STel Jcdd
D TR G- DA 81 81 g1 H A1 F3] S I AP HIEAH H g S A8l
g o anfearft sk e & # S ead & fog TTaR oM &1 &1 fhar 17 38T 7,
121 B, nfeared ik UgTSt &l Bl FiRaR HaR G <5 &1 99 fhar S e &,
g AL U2l o 3SR D b YUl B SITYANT?

2 saforifec v, Riftr: q8iey, # Ay 9a a1 S SR arsdl § 6
Heg Yoel & oIg 89 AN A ST Jfrded 6 8, S9H $dt T 2,202 71 H 1,650
T TIQ SIGA, S8 A aoH § 981 Ti1al § 771 Tlas oS! o b & AR I8
TP AT TSI AT &1 &, T81 138 TIIH BRId 160 Tlal H o1 BT ok foran
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AT 2 3R M B 30 complete fHAT SITQIMT| SIAT # 31rep! qaman fob JeTs, 2024 H
B Mfeary #3Ter | &4 39! g1 forve el 21 89 |d < foran 7 &k & ot
IRIT U 21 89 AT 59 STeg | STeg Rabls T H FeH Bl

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Question No.35.
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