GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES
RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 49
TO BE ANSWERED ON 7" FEBRUARY, 2025

ASSISTANCE TO FOOD PROCESSING SECTOR
49 SHRI VAIKO:
Will the Minister of FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) the details of schemes announced in the Budget of 2024-25, relating to food processing
industry for achieving Viksit Bharat by 2047;

(b) the number of multi-product food irradiation units set up in food processing sector in
the last one year and the quantum of financial support given by Government; and

(c) whether any assistance has been requested from the Ministry for setting up of Food
Quality and Safety Testing Labs and the progress of setting up of such labs in various
States, including Tamil Nadu, the details thereof?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FOOD
PROCESSING INDUSTRIES
(SHRIRAVNEET SINGH)

(a) to (c): A statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO RAJYA SABHA STARRED
QUESTION NO. 49 FOR ANSWER ON 07.02.2025 BY SHRI VAIKO REGARDING
“ASSISTANCE TO FOOD PROCESSING SECTOR”.

(a):  During the presentation of the Annual Financial Statement for FY 2024-25 on July 23,
2024, the Finance Minister announced financial support for setting up of 50 multi-product food
irradiation units in the MSME sector. Additionally, the Finance Minister announced that setting
up of 100 food quality and safety testing labs with NABL accreditation will be facilitated. The
details of schemes for (A) Food Safety & Quality Assurance Infrastructure- (FTL) and (B)
Integrated Cold Chain & Value Addition Infrastructure — “setting-up of multi-product food
irradiation units” are at Annexure-1.

(b):  Inthe last year, one multi-product food irradiation unit i.e. M/s. Lions Foods Pvt. Ltd.,
Gir Somnath, Gujarat has been set up with total project cost of 322.45 Crore and approved
Grants-in-aid / Subsidy of Rs. 6.47 Crore.

(c):  The Food Safety & Quality Assurance Infrastructure- (FTL) scheme is demand driven
and in accordance with the current guidelines, no State wise/ UT wise allocation is made. The
proposals from prospective applicants are invited by floating an expression of interest for the
setting up/ upgradation of food testing laboratories. The funds are provided as grants-in-
aid/subsidy to approved projects across the country, including the state of Tamil Nadu. To date,
165 projects have been completed out of 205 approved projects under the FTL scheme. In
Tamil Nadu, 19 projects have been completed out of 23 approved projects.
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ANNEXURE-I

ANNEXURE REFERRED IN REPLY TO PART (a) OF THE RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 49 FOR ANSWER ON 07.02.2025 REGARDING
“ASSISTANCE TO FOOD PROCESSING SECTOR”

(A) Scheme for Food Safety & Quality Assurance Infrastructure (FTL):

Objectives of the Scheme: To strengthen the food quality control infrastructure and make it
accessible to the food processing sector and other stakeholders, ensuring compliance with
domestic and international food safety standards. Additionally, the scheme aims to reduce the
Turn-around Time (TAT) for the analysis of food samples.

Eligible Entities: Any private organization/entity, Corporate Entity, Proprietorship/
Partnership Entity/ Government organization intending to set up/ upgrade its existing Food
Testing Laboratory.

Pattern of Assistance:

» Government Organizations: 100% of the Eligible Project Cost comprising Food
Testing Equipment and Technical Civil Work for Government organizations.

» Private Organizations:
o 50% of Eligible Project Cost for general areas/ general category applicants.
e 70% of Eligible Project Cost for difficult areas and SC/ST applicants.

(B) Integrated Cold Chain & Value Addition Infrastructure —setting-up of multi-product
food irradiation units: Setting up of multiproduct irradiation facilities/units is a Sub-
component of Integrated Cold Chain and Value Addition Infrastructure Scheme (Cold Chain
Scheme)

Objective of the Scheme: To ensure reduction of loss and wastage of perishable agricultural
produce like fruits and vegetables with irradiation treatment.

Irradiation is widely accepted as a proven and effective post-harvest treatment. Countries
across the globe including India have been using industrial irradiators for the processing of
food products for commercial purposes.

Irradiation facilities in cold chain scheme under PMKSY, are a standalone component and may
include integrated infrastructures like cold storage, grading and sorting facilities, reefer vans
for effective storage and transportation of the irradiated materials.

Eligible Entities: As per scheme guidelines, individuals, groups of entrepreneurs, cooperative
societies, Self Help Groups (SHGs), Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs), NGOs,
Central/State PSUs, etc. are eligible for preferring applications for setting up integrated cold
chain and value addition infrastructure projects.

Pattern of Assistance: Under the scheme, the Ministry provides grants-in-aid @ 35% of
eligible project cost in General Areas and @50% of eligible project cost in Difficult Areas as
well as for projects of SC/ST promoters, FPOs and SHGs subject to maximum Rs.10 crore.

[Note: Difficult Area for proposals under this Scheme means North-Eastern States (including
Sikkim), State of Uttarakhand, State of Himachal Pradesh, Union Territories of Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh, State Notified 1TDP(Integrated Tribal development Projects) areas and Islands (Union
Territories of Andaman & Nicobar and Lakshadweep).]
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SHRI VAIKO: Sir, this year, Rs.4,364 crores have been alloted to Food Processing
under this Budget. There are 41 Food Parks and, approximately, 400 cold chain
ecosystems and other agro-processing clusters proposed in the scheme. | would like
to know from the hon. Minister how many Food Parks and other cold chain
ecosystems and other agro-processing clusters are proposed to be established in
Tamil Nadu and in the neighbouring States.
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IFHAT BT fh IR BH 4,364.22 TRIS BT Ioic [TT 81 $AH $B T3 Il 38 B
AR A1 S I81 98 &1 a9 Ugel Al Sl NIFTEM &, 98 31U e | &, dHeTg &
IoTgR | &, o T NIFTEM TS8R § 4T faa1 =i 81 99d IR H H U] I8 5]
$HE AT b I8 T8 91 31e8T S f6AT 51 39H Ugdl dl § AMUD! T Bl
appreciate Xdl E{OI | must appreciate this 5 NIFTEM & RTa= U dd %, e d
BTech &I, MTech &I, PhD &I, S9! training IR skiling & TN H Igd 3BT B Jal
Ux g3l SRITg TR TR Y& e ° ﬁﬁlﬂ?ﬁ onion processing, tomato, coconut &
&3 H mission mode H dgd AT dIH feRT B1 MY Qe Neera Processing T [
%&T, ST IR H 31U Neera sugar and sugar crystals B 91 P I STBT I
testing laboratories @ §Td &I, 3P F4 § H Ig AT A8 _%{ fo 981 R g8 &1
23 testing laboratories sanctioned g, STH 19 operational g, 4 ongoing g 3R s?fcﬁ
%FQ total grant 51 W RN IR %I Flﬁl?'lﬂ'lig' ) Ud irradiation unit % IR g
demand-driven 8 89N I Ebﬁé HHI Bl %, g AT ERRSEEINS i keeping this in
mind, the Government as proposed 50 multi-product food irradiation units and 100
testing units. ST I TRHR 3HF Ty $© Wl ARFN, B9 98 < Wohdl B

TR, AT GG 1 food parks @1 a1 Bl 81 $H Hae H H J€ I A8 §
e a8 Igd R WHIF 2l TG 198 I 9 & AT-37el I3l IR I8d-9 food
parks ¥ & 3R QX 81 b1 &1 374 ISP T8 31 DIs Ul B UTh oI Bl Ige]
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SHRI VAIKO: Mr. Vice-Chairman, under the PM Kisan Sampada Yojana, how much
credit-linked financial assistance is provided to entrepreneurs for creation of modern
infrastructure for setting up food processing industries in the State of Tamil Nadu in
the last three years? Our State is known for rice production, and, therefore, for rice
bran oil, de-oiled cake produced for cattle feed and other products. Kindly provide
the details as to how much credit-linked subsidy and seed capital has been
sanctioned to the Self-Help Groups in the State of Tamil Nadu.
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SHRI CHIRAG PASWAN: Sir, the hon. Member has asked a very specific question
with regard to his State. | would give the details. The Minister of State has already
explained in detail about the NIFTEM. It is one of the universities, which is widely
recognized across the globe. Sir, primarily, there are three schemes, through which
the Ministry’s programmes are implemented. First is the PM Kisan Sampada Yojana,
(PMKSY), which the hon. Member just mentioned; second is the PMFME; and the
third is the PLI scheme. There is further sub-categorization, the details of which you
have asked.

Answering your specific question under PMKSY, 148 projects have been
approved for the State of Tamil Nadu with a project cost of Rs. 1,267.23 crores.
Under the PMFME scheme,1,16,164 micro food-processing units have been
sanctioned with a loan amount of Rs. 3,273.40 crores. These are the schemes we
have implemented. If the hon. Member desires a detailed State-wise or District-wise
break-up, the same can be provided to him. Sir, in addition, | would also like to
mention that for the State of Tamil Nadu, four incubation centres have been approved
with a subsidy of Rs. 8.78 crores. These are the details of the schemes that we
implement. If the hon. Member wishes to have further break-up, it will also be
provided to him.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: Sir, my question is regarding the food-processing units,
especially, in Tamil Nadu. Most of the farmers, who grow tomatoes, are not able to
market their produce because of low prices. | would like to know whether the Central
Government come forward to establish a food-processing industry there and give
subsidy to farmers to save their lives as it is a serious matter in the State of Tamil
Nadu.

SHRI CHIRAG PASWAN: Sir, we are rapidly increasing the infrastructure and we are
providing that ecosystem so that...

Suqureael (S g™ faarst): U39 &1 FHTE | The House stands adjourned to
meet at 2.00 p.m.
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