
  

ORAL ANSWERS TO STARRED QUESTIONS AND 
SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

THEREON 



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 91

ANSWERED ON 13.02.2025

RELEASE OF NIMISHA PRIYA FROM YEMEN JAIL

*91.  DR. JOHN BRITTAS:

         Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government has been making efforts to ensure that Nimisha Priya, who 
has been sentenced to death in Yemen, gets pardoned;

(b) if so, the details and the progress thereof;

(c) whether Government sought the good office of any other country in ensuring clemency for 
Nimisha Priya; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?  

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI KIRTI VARDHAN SINGH)

(a) to (d): A statement is laid on the Table of the House.

*****

1

2



STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (A) TO (D) IN RESPECT OF RAJYA 
SABHA  STARRED  QUESTION  NO.  91  FOR  REPLY  ON  13.02.2025  REGARDING 
RELEASE OF NIMISHA PRIYA FROM YEMEN JAIL ASKED BY DR. JOHN BRITTAS.

(a to d) The Supreme Court of Yemen in Sana’a had pronounced death sentence to Ms. Nimisha 
Priya, an Indian nurse, on charges of murdering a Yemeni national. Government has received some 
representations, including from civil society, regarding the case of Ms. Nimisha Priya. Government 
accords the highest priority for the welfare of Indians abroad and provides all possible support to 
those  who  fall  in  distress  including  in  the  instant  case.  Government  of  India  is  providing  all 
possible assistance in the case. The matter regarding any consideration towards the release of Ms. 
Nimisha Priya is between the family of the deceased and Ms. Nimisha Priya’s family. 
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भारत सरकार
विदेश मंत्रालय

 राज्य सभा
तारांकित प्रश्न संख्या-91

दिनांक 13.02.2025 को उत्तर दिए जाने के  लिए

यमन की जेल से निमिषा प्रिया की रिहाई

91. डा. जॉन ब्रिटासः

क्या विदेश मंत्री यह बताने की कृ पा करेंगे किः

(क)  क्या यह सच है कि सरकार निमिषा प्रिया,  जिसे यमन में मौत की सजा सुनाई गई है,  को क्षमादान 
दिलाने का प्रयास कर रही है;
(ख) यदि हाँ, तो तत्संबंधी ब्यौरा क्या है और इसमें क्या प्रगति हुई है;
(ग) क्या सरकार ने निमिषा प्रिया को क्षमादान दिलाने के  लिए किसी अन्य देश से सहायता हेतु अनुरोध 
किया है; और
(घ) यदि हाँ, तो तत्संबंधी ब्यौरा क्या है?

उत्तर
   विदेश राज्य मंत्री 

(   श्री कीर्तवर्धन सिंह)

(क)  से (घ):          विवरण सदन के पटल पर रख दिया गया है।

*****
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          यमन जेल से निमिषा प्रिया की रिहाई के संबंध में डा.         जॉन ब्रिटास द्वारा पूछे गए राज्य सभा के  
 दिनांक 13.02.2025     के तारांकित प्रश्न संख्या 91   के भाग (क)  से (घ)      के उत्तर में उल्लिखित विवरण ।

(   क से घ)                 सना स्थित यमन के सर्वोच्च न्यायालय ने एक यमन नागरिक की हत्या के आरोप में भारतीय नर्स 
                  सुश्री निमिषा प्रिया को मृत्युदंड की सजा सुनाई है। सरकार को सुश्री निमिषा प्रिया के मामले के संबंध में 

               सिविल सोसाइटी सहित कु छ वर्गों से अभ्यावेदन प्राप्त हुए हैं। सरकार विदेशों में मौजूद भारतीयों की 
                 सलामती को सर्वोच्च प्राथमिकता देती है तथा इस मामले सहित संकट में फं से लोगों को हर संभव सहायता 

                  प्रदान करती है। भारत सरकार इस मामले में हर संभव सहायता प्रदान कर रही है। सुश्री निमिषा प्रिया की 
                  रिहाई से संबंधित मामले पर विचार मृतक के परिवार तथा सुश्री निमिषा प्रिया के परिवार के बीच जारी है।

*****
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(MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.) 
 

DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, I am literally shocked and taken aback by the answer given 
by the hon. Minister. …(Interruptions)… Sir, the Minister has said that the matter 
regarding the consideration of release of Nimisha Priya is a matter between the family 
of the deceased and Nimisha Priya's family.  …(Interruptions)… 

 
 

REGARDING DISORDER IN THE HOUSE AND POSITION OF DISSENT NOTES  IN 
REPORTS OF SELECT COMMMITTEES- Contd. 

  
�� ��������  !"#$: +,-./0 1ह345, ह1 637 8-9-;<= 9>0? ह@A  …(%&'(� )… 
 

(At this stage, some hon. Members left the Chamber.) 
 

MR. CHAIRMAN:  I know you would still walk out. …(Interruptions)… I know this.  
…(Interruptions)…  Yes, Jairam Rameshji, you know it more than I do.  Dr. John 
Brittas, one minute. Hon. Members, what really hurts me is that I made full 
opportunity available to the Opposition to put their stand.  Am I right, Bhupenderji?  
Full opportunities were given to them and there is no reason for them to walk away 
from their constitutional obligation. They are now   walking   out   from   the   House.    
And,   the   entire   nation is looking up to the Parliament to find a resolution to this 
issue.  Dr. John Brittas, supplementary number one.  
 
DR. JOHN BRITTAS:  Sir, thank you very much. …(Interruptions)… 
 
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Leader of the House wants to say something.  Dr. John Brittas, 
yield as per directive. 
 
)*� �$   $+� (�� �#+ -��.  /�): +,-./0 1ह345, H,I /8.J K? 8L9;<= /95-,  03 1@ 
5ह 9हK- M-ह0- हNO /9 ;P Q-0: +? ;.K? .N>I 0R.>0- 9?  +-S /8.J 93 .N>- 1T9- /45-A  
;.K? 5ह ,I M-ह- /9 P3 <K9?  UV4W ह@ 5- P3 <K9I 9X+X+Y ह@, 8? +->? 9X+X+Y MMZ 1[ ;\OA  
9W ] +4^5_ K? /K51_ 93 ,I 03`-, <+ .> ,I ;.K? VहW0 /4>5-/46I /4a-0? हW\ 5ह Q5-+ 
/95- /9 <K .> 93b \cdK K ह3 e> <K93 ;.K? 8LKY /95-A  +->I MMZ 1[ \9 V-0 f5-K 1[ 
;b /9 /8.J 9- <g?h5 MMZ 9>K- Kहi S-, /8.J 9- <g?h5 >-PKI/09 jkl= +? H.K- 
m8-nO= ^93> 9>K? 9- S-, 5ह V-0 ^.l= /4a0I हoA 5ह 4W,Zp5 9I V-0 हo, 4Wa 9I V-0 हo /9 
/P+9?  V->? 1[ .-q651[=>I Hr? 5+Y /1/K^=> K? V ?̀ ^.l= ds4_ 1[ 9ह- /9 /9+I ,I MIt 9- 
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deletion Kहi हW; हo, /9+I ,I MIt 93 /u6I= Kहi /95- 75- हo e> HK?c+M> 1[ +V 9W ] 
as it is >a- 75- हoA ह1->? \9 1OvI K? ^.l= /95- /9 M?5>1oK 93 5ह H/w9-> हo /9 8ह 9W ] 
,I /u6I= 9> +90- हoA 8ह /K51 V0-0? हW\ /9 /9+I ,I MIt 9- deletion ह3 +90- हo, /r> 
,I 9W ] /u6I= Kहi /95- 75-A /8.J K? VहW0 7o>-/Px1?4->-K- y58ह-> /95- हo e> n+9I 
UK4- ह3KI M-/ह\A 5ह 0Wl=I9>z 9I >-PKI/0 हoA  This is a politics of appeasement.  5ह 
4?d 93 91P3> 9>K? 9?  /6\ हoA …(%&'(� )… 
 
DR. JOHN BRITTAS:  Sir, this is the Question Hour. 
 
�� �#+ -��.  /�: PLK /|=-+ 5ह c8?hMK }8> P~> हo, 6?/9K  c8?hMK }8> 1[ +V+? 
V`- c8?hMK 5ह हo /9 9W ] 637 4?d 93 03`K? 9I 93/dd  9> >ह? ह@A Some people are 
trying to fight against the Indian State. ,->0 4?d 9?  /a6-r 6` >ह? ह@A n+/6\ ;P 9?  
/4K /8.J 9- 8L9 ;<= ह3K- }K />9LuY ;K- M-/ह\ /9 5ह �+I 4?d/8>3wI 7/0/8/w5_ 
93 Q3R+-हK 4?K? 9- \9 1-f51 हo e> <+9- \c+Q?dK हoA 1ह345, 9-O�?+ .-=� e> /8.J 
9?  HX5 e> 637, P3 4?d 93 aO/u0 9>K- M-ह0? ह@, 4?d 93 91t3> 9>K- M-ह0? ह@, H7> 
<K9?  ह-S 1PVN0 9>K? 9- 9-1 93b 9> >ह- हo, 03 8ह /8.J 9> >ह- हoA  
 
DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, I have my question. ...(Interruptions)... 
 
�� )*�1�+: 1-KKI5 +4^5, +WK 6I/P\ ...(%&'(� )... One minute.  I will call you. 
1-KKI5 +4^5, 4?d 1[ PV ,I 93b V`- V46-8 ;0- हo, PK0- V46-8 M-ह0I हo, \9 
+1^5- 9- +1-w-K M-ह0I हo, 03 n+ Q9-> 9- घ=K-�1 4?aK? 93 /160- हoA 1@ �+? Q9>z 
9- +-JI >ह- हNOA 1@ PV 9TH  639 +,- 9- +4^5 S-, 0V +-1-/P9 X5-5 9- \9 VहW0 V`- 
V46-8 ;5- S-A 8ह V46-8 5ह ;5- /9 1Ou6 91IdK 9I />.3=Y 93 \9 0>I9?  +? 6-7N 
/95- 75- S-A <+ +15 <.�8 हW\ S? e> ;�1 MT9 .> ,I <.�8 हW; S-A +15 /90K- 
V46-!  ;P <++? �5-4- ;O436K 5ह हo /9 ह1[ n+9- 6-, /16K- M-/ह\A <+ +15 /8>3w 
S-, 6?/9K 8ह /8>3w ;w-/>0 Kहi ह3 .-5-A 8c� ,I <+I 0>I9?  9- \9 Hf5-5 VK >ह- हoA 
6OV? +15 +? n+ /8�5 .> +4K 9I Kt> ह3KI M-/ह\ SI, +4K c5- /KzY5 9>0- हo, 5ह 
+4K 9- /88?9 हo, .> PK0- 9?  1K 1[ 5ह 1Wg- ह> ^0> .> VहW0 y5-.9 हo e> n+I/6\ 
91?=I 9- 7�K /95- 75- S-A 1-KKI5 ,N.?X� 5-48 PI K? 0-q99 V-0 9हI /9 /P+ 0>I9?  +? 
1W�? H/w9-> हo, n+ 9W +� .> Vo�K? 8-6? 93 H/w9-> हo, 639 +,- 9?  Hf5J 93 H/w9-> हo 
/9 93b V-0 �+I 9हI P-\, P3 />9LuY .> Kहi ;KI M-/ह\, 8हI H/w9-> -  e> <+I 9I 
�> ;.K? +O9? 0 /45- S- /9 8ह H/w9-> �8-nO= .-q65-1[=>I 91?=I 9?  +,-./0 93 ,I हoA 
5/4 n+ +4K 1[ ह1 +O51 +? 9-1 Kहi 9>[7?, +-SY90- +? 9-1 Kहi 9>[7?, 4?d 9?  /ह0 93 
+-1K? >a9> 9-1 Kहi 9>[7? e> >-PKI/09 0>I9?  +? H.K? 4dYK 93 .-/>,-/�0 9>[7?, 03 
1?>? /ह+-V +? >-l� /ह0 a0>? 1[ . ?̀7-A 1?>- +4K 9?  K?0- +? ;�ह हo /9 P3 637 8o6 1[ ;\ ह@, 
1@K? n+ Q8�/� 93 7O,I>0- +? /65- हo, 1@K? ;P ,I n+93 KP>HO4-t Kहi /95- हo, c5_/9 
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;.K? 9ह- –4/>5-/46I, 6?/9K n+ /8�5 .> 4/>5-/46I /4a-K? 9- 106V +O/8w-K 9?  
/K1Z0-�O 9- HK-4> 9>K- हoA ,->0 9I PK0- 9- n++? V`- H.1-K Kहi ह3 +90- हo /9 
/PK93 ,?P- 75-, <Xह_K? +,-./0 9?  9हK? 9?  V-8PN4 - e> /8d?�9> 0IK +4^5_ K? P3 
;M>z /95- हo, 5/4 <+ ;M>z .> ;P +4K +15 +1-km0 +? .ह6? 93b /KzY5 Kहi 6?0- 
हo, 03 n+9?  4N>7-1I ./>z-1 ह_7?A 5ह r9Y  Kहi .`0- हo /9 +O�5- c5- हoA r9Y  5ह .`0- हo 
/9 >-l� /ह0 9?  /a6-r, +4K 9I 15Z4- 9?  /a6-r +O�5- 9W ] ,I ह3, 941 K <�-K- \9 
�+- 91P3> y5/�R8 .-/>,-/�0 9>0- हo, P3 y5/� 93 aW4 हI d1Y 1[ u-6 4?0- हoA n+/6\ 
1@K? 4/>5-/46I Kहi /4a-b हoA  ...(%&'(� )...  
 

�� �#+ -��.  /�: +,-./0 PI, 1?>- ;�ह हo /9 nK .> \cdK ह3 e> 5? ;P 9?  /6\ 
+4K +? +^.[u ह_A  
 

�� )*�1�+: 1-KKI5 +4^57z, 1@ 5ह 1-K9> M60- हNO /9 n+ /8�5 9?  �.>, during the 
course of the day, P3 941 /8/w8� <�-K? M-/ह\, 8? <+I 0>I9?  +? +O.-/40 ह3A n+9I 
dW�;0 9o +? ह30I हo, 5ह P-K9->I +,I 93 हoA  I, now, allow Dr.John Brittas to ask his 
supplementary number one.    
 

DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Thank you, Sir. I have returned after my walkout. Let me 
register that here.  Sir, I need your protection. You told me that you will compensate. 
Please compensate in the form of ...(Interruptions)... 
 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Dr. John, you are one of the most learned Members. You are 
seeking the protection of the Chair. I am leaving, and Mr. Deputy Chairman will 
preside over the House now.  
 

DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, I hope Mr. Deputy Chairman will also protect me and 
compensate. ...(Interruptions)...  

 
 

(MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.) 
 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS- Contd. 

Release of Nimisha Priya from Yemen Jail- Contd. 
 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please put your question, Dr. John.   ...(Interruptions)...  
 

DR. JOHN BRITTAS: You will have to protect me, Sir. I am shocked by the Minister of 
State's response, which clearly contradicts the Cabinet Minister's stance. Can a 
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Minister of State override a Cabinet Minister's statement? That's my first concern.  
Moving on to the supplementary question, I would like to address the death sentence 
handed to Nimisha Priya, a Malayali woman in Yemen. This has sparked widespread 
outrage among Keralites. An Action Committee was formed after the Government of 
Kerala reached out to the Government of India. On 27th February, the hon. Cabinet 
Minister assured me that the Government of India prioritizes the welfare of Indians and 
will give Nimisha Priya's case their full attention. However, the Minister of State's 
response suggests that the Government of India has washed its hands off the matter, 
leaving it to the families of the deceased and Nimisha Priya to resolve. Can the 
Government of India really be so insensitive to an issue that has agitated 
Keralites?...(Interruptions)...  
 
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please put your question. ...(Interruptions)...  
 
DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, my supplementary question is this. Is it not a fact that the 
Action Committee had approached the Government of India and arranged for 
$40,000 through the MEA so that negotiators could be roped in to ensure Nimisha 
Priya's release? If so, how can the Government of India, through the answer given by 
the Minister of State, wash its hands off the matter? 
 
SHRI KIRTIVARDHAN SINGH: Sir, I would like to say that this question has come in 
an Unstarred Question form thrice in the Lok Sabha and twice in this House. The reply 
from the Government of India has consistently been on these lines. The hon. Minister 
has also been persistently following up on this case, which is understandable given its 
sensitive nature. It relates to a person from his State. I would like to point out that 
when the hon. Member said that I contradicted the Cabinet Minister, he had only read 
a part of the answer. With your permission, may I continue with the rest of the 
answer, which the hon. Member did not read, whether knowingly or unknowingly? 
 
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  Please.  
 
SHRI KIRTIVARDHAN SINGH: Sir, the answer given to the House by the Ministry 
clearly states in its second part that the Government accords the highest priority to 
the welfare of Indians abroad and provides all possible support to those who fall into 
distress, including in the instant case. The Government of India is providing all 
possible assistance in this case. And, the hon. Member just mentioned. 
...(Interruptions)...   
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please let him reply.  
 
SHRI KIRTIVARDHAN SINGH: Let me read, Sir. It says, “The matter regarding any 
consideration towards the release of Miss Nimisha Priya is between the family of the 
deceased and Miss Nimisha Priya's family.” Now, as the facts of the case go, this 
lady, in question, had already been sentenced to death by the Supreme Court of 
Sana’a. She had already received her sentence. Her family approached us. As the 
statement goes, we provided all possible assistance. We arranged for the mother of 
Miss Nimisha Priya to travel to Yemen, although there was a travel ban in place.  

After that, as the hon. Member pointed out, we arranged for the transfer of 
$40,000 upon the family's written request and facilitated the financial transfers, as 
requested by the family, to Sana’a. The money was transferred immediately after it 
was received in the Ministry's account and it was made available to the families. Now 
the further process that is happening is obviously between the victim's family and the 
family of Ms. Nimisha Priya. Sir, I would also like to impress on the august House and 
the hon. Members that this is a very serious and sensitive matter. It deals with the life 
and death of an Indian national. Again, I would like to underline this that it would not 
be conducive to discuss the matter further as the matter is highly sensitive, and it can 
also  impact  the  outcome  of  the  case  and  the  efforts  that  are being made by 
Ms. Nimisha Priya's family. Then, regarding the assistance provided by the 
Government of India, I would also like to state that following the initial conviction of 
Ms. Nimisha Priya in the trial court, we arranged a lawyer through the Indian 
Community Welfare Fund. He was paid through the ICWF for taking up her case in the 
higher courts in Yemen. The appointed-lawyer contested the conviction in both the 
Appeals Court and the Supreme Court and has also been in touch with the family and 
the Power of Attorney holder by the family. Sir, as a Government, as a responsible 
Government, which takes care of its citizens, we have taken all possible measures, 
we have given all possible assistance in this matter, and any consideration, any 
discussion, can only happen between the family of the deceased and Ms. Nimisha 
Priya's family. Thank you, Sir. 

 
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. John Brittasji, keeping the sensitivity of the 
matter, please put second supplementary briefly. 
 
DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, I am quite aware about the nuances in this case.  
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I know, but put your second supplementary briefly, 
keeping that in mind.  
 
DR. JOHN BRITTAS: I am afraid, Sir, the Minister of State is either misguided or 
rather ...  
 
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please put your question.  
 
DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, my question is this.  When he says that it is between these 
two families, deceased and Ms. Nimisha Priya's family, is it not a fact that as per 
Yemenis law, the deceased family and Ms. Nimisha Priya's family cannot interact 
directly? That is Yemenis law. You need to have a negotiator there, hon. Minister. 
That is the law of Yemen. And further, Sir, in these cases, blood money is important. 
That is the only solution to resolve this very burning issue.  
 
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you.  
 
DR. JOHN BRITTAS:  Sir, my last question is that there have been reports, reports in 
the media, that Ms. Nimisha Priya is £ Is the Government of India aware of it? Has the 
Government of India worked on it?  
 
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is a very sensitive matter; very sensitive matter. 
  
DR. JOHN BRITTAS:  I know, Sir. 
 
SHRI KIRTIVARDHAN SINGH: Sir, when the hon. Member is talking about other 
countries, I would just like to state again that we are providing all possible assistance 
in this case. It is a highly sensitive matter, and we have to take into account the safety 
and security of the person in question. So further discussions, again, I would say, can 
only impact the outcome. Like I said before, this question ...(Interruptions)...  
 
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please. No, no; no interruptions, Dr. John Brittas.  
 
SHRI KIRTIVARDHAN SINGH: Sir, regarding the discussion, as the hon. Member 
pointed out, as per the Yemeni laws, the family of Ms. Nimisha Priya has appointed a 

                                                             
£Expunged as ordered by the Chair. 
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Power of Attorney and they have been given a lawyer with our assistance and they are 
carrying out this assistance. They are carrying out the discussions.  
 
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Third supplementary. Shri Haris Beeran; not present. 
...(Interruptions)... Mr. Sandosh Kumar P; not present. ...(Interruptions)... Nothing 
is going on record, Dr. John Brittas, please. ...(Interruptions)... Mr. Sanjeev Arora; 
not present.  Shri Ritabrata Banerjee; not present. Shri A.A. Rahim; not present. So, 
we will move to Question No. 92. ...(Interruptions)..  
 
DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, in protest, I am walking out.  
 

(At this stage, the hon. Member left the chamber.) 
 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Question No. 92. 
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