GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF JAL SHAKTI
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES, RIVER DEVELOPMENT & GANGA REJUVENATION
RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. *108
ANSWERED ON 10.03.2025
PERMANENT SOLUTION FOR ARSENIC CONTAMINATION IN GROUNDWATER
*108. SHRINEERAJ SHEKHAR
Will the Minister of JAL SHAKTTI be pleased to state:
(a) whether Government proposes to set up Research and Development under the Ministry for
eradication/permanent solution of Arsenic contamination in groundwater;
(b) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor;
(c) the details of funds allocated for eradication of Arsenic contamination in groundwater for the Financial
Year 2025-26; and
(d) the details of projects to be undertaken out of budgetary allocation in Union Budget 2025-26?
ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF JAL SHAKTI
(SHRIC R PAATIL)
(a) to (d) : A statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) TO (d) OF STARRED QUESTION NO.
*108 TO BE ANSWERED ON 10.03.2025 IN RAJYA SABHA REGARDING “PERMANENT
SOLUTION FOR ARSENIC CONTAMINATION IN GROUNDWATER?”

(a) & (b) Arsenic contamination of ground water is known to be mainly Geo-genic in nature, that is, the

contamination occurs through leaching of Arsenic bearing compounds into ground water through rock and

soil matrix under conducive conditions. The best long-term remedy for the problem is considered to be

regular quality testing to identify contaminated sources, tapping Arsenic safe aquifers and switching over to

alternative sources for drinking, especially surface water sources etc.

The Union government has taken several important initiatives for mitigation of Arsenic

contamination in ground/drinking water, including conducting/funding research activities. Some of the

notable measures are mentioned below:

The Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) monitors the ground water quality for the whole
country on a regular basis through its network of monitoring wells. The ground water quality data
so generated, including that for Arsenic contamination, is regularly disseminated through Annual
Reports, Half-yearly Bulletins and Fortnightly Alerts for quick action by the stakeholders.
Additionally, under the National Aquifer Mapping Programme (NAQUIM) of CGWB, while
taking up aquifer studies, special attention is being given to the aspect of ground water quality
including contamination by toxic substances such as Arsenic in ground water.

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee —National Institute for Water & Sanitation (SPM-NIWAS) has been
set up at Kolkata, West Bengal (formerly, NCDWSQ) with the aim, inter alia, to work in the area
of identification, mitigation and management of drinking water quality related problems in India,
by focusing on research for improving upon the existing knowledge and evaluating emerging
technologies for combating various contaminants including Arsenic.

CGWRB has developed the innovative cement sealing technology through in-house research in
which wells are constructed for tapping safer and Arsenic free aquifers lying at greater depths and
sealing off contamination from above layers. CGWB has successfully constructed Arsenic free
wells in arsenic affected areas in the states of U.P., Bihar and West Bengal using this innovative
technology and is also providing technical assistance to state departments for taking up similar
constructions.

Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) — Har Ghar Jal, being implemented by this Ministry in partnership with
states, marks an important milestone for providing contamination free potable tap water to every
rural household of the country in adequate quantity, of prescribed quality and on regular & long-
term basis .Following measures have been taken under JJM to facilitate action on water quality

aspects at state level:-
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1. While allocating the funds to States/ UTs, 10% weightage is given to the population residing in
habitations affected by chemical contaminants.

ii.  To facilitate implementation of the Scheme, more than 2000 water quality testing laboratories
have been set up in the country and an online JJM — Water Quality Management Information
System (WQMIS) portal has been developed Besides this, five persons, preferably women are
identified and trained from every village for testing the water samples through Field Test Kits
(FTKs).

iii.  Under JJM, while planning for potable water supply to household through tap water connection,
priority is given to quality-affected habitations. Further, with a view to provide immediate
solution, States/ UTs have been advised to install community water purification plants (CWPPs)
especially in Arsenic and Fluoride affected habitations to provide potable water to every

household as an interim measure.

As a result of cumulative efforts under JJIM, it is reported that from August 2019 to February 2025 the
number of Arsenic affected habitations in the country have declined from 14,020 to 314. These remaining
habitations have also been provided clean & safe drinking water through Community Water Purifier Plants
(CWPPs).

In view of the above, no need is felt to set up any exclusive Research & Development facility for

Arsenic mitigation.

(¢) & (d) The government’s efforts towards handling ground water quality issues are mainly channeled
through the Jal Jeevan Mission. Although, funds are not separately allocated for dealing with Arsenic
mitigation under JJM, states with more population residing in areas affected by chemical contamination are
allocated additional funds as 10% weightage is given to such areas. As per the available information, an
amount of Rs. 67,000 Cr has been allocated for JJM for the year 2025-26. Out of this amount, up to 2% can
be utilized by the states for Water Quality Monitoring & Surveillance. Further, it is for the state

governments to devise and execute suitable projects from the allocated amount based on local requirements.
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AN T dIPR
STel QAfh HAATIT
STl HETY, A4 faera 3R a9m JETor fauTer
TST AT
dRifehd U4 HEAT 108
ST 33X 10 AR, 2025 & AT T B
Hotel A AT HeuoT T FAR FATIA
108. A AR AW
FT STl ATk FA TE IdT H HuT B o
(F) T WHR A H FAD FGUUT Pl AT Hel /305 TR A4 & forw
FAET & T IFEUE v e gl Tifid e & e @ d §
(@) I &, A aeaad A @ & 3R afe a9, Jf sud @ T
(M) foig a¥ 2025-26 & U siar & IS TeUUT B TAE IS ¥g A
gAY FT IR FAT §; 3R
(F) &G doic 2025-26 A AU U IEET ded H IRH I A drell
ORATSTATT T SIRT T 2

T
STl Qrfeh Y A @ IR gl
(@) ¥ (F): AaR0T e & Ued W @ fear ar=m §

* % % %k %
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‘ol H HATAS HQUUT &l AR FAIT & FI9 # f&AF 10.03.2025 F Tsg FHT
A 3R BT S arel dRifehd U4 E. 108 & AT (F) ¥ (F) & 3] A sfeaf@a faaron

(@) 3R (@): Hora A IS TQUT &T §T § {-AfAd UPpfd & AT AT E,
ACFT & FAICIA § 3HA T A RNAG e & PRUT| 3H FALAT & JIH TS
ardemfoeh surl #, Hefd Wdl A g oA b fow, el e & AT
qdeor fohar ST 3R 3RS gRiRTT STener & U e gU 0¥l & dfoudh
i, fay &U & Fdel ST idl, &1 3uAMeT fhar ST gl

&g WER F HTd/UISTd A IRfAT TGP FN SUAHAA IR & foU B Agcayqol
Ugel Y& B & TAHHA FJEU PRIbedl Bl HTeld /AT o1 drd o ide B

PO Seo@AT U AFTad §7 4 &:

o hAT HH T NS (Vefizeeygdl) 3ua Aifaeiar $3T & dAcad & ATHA F
I A IfAd 39N W JoTd o H RE &A1 &1 58 IR, Feard
HF oTe a5 g1 Fioid Harel qUTadT st # IS Feuor o fde e §
¢ Aafda 3nurR W @i RuE, 3wd-aiife gefea 3 Qe 3¢ &
AT F gaTRd fohar Srar & arfs RaYRe! gRT caRd dRars &1 51 Il

o b fANH, FedlT HH STl dS & TET FARMT A|AIOT FRGA & ded,
ST eI & HAG, Holel IUTadT & Uge| W IV < fear o @r &
St e & 3 S fader uerdt grT @19 arelr deuor Qmfdre B

o S AT UHE HESH - W o AR Toodr FEE (@@ #,
TAHEISceqUHTY) Dlcihldl, UFRIH Il H AT fhar aram 8, S 32T
g Iidl b WY Y ARG H Aol qUiam § HOiOd AL H ugar,
58P SUAAA R UGUS F & H FA AT &, OGH dAlferr-9d #H IR &
Y IEYU W e digd Ad §U AR 3fAe afed AfFea dquot @
fAuea & fow 3R diafafrat @1 Feaida & & FF A g

o Il HF T NS A IA-TBH IFJEUH b ACIH q Th HfHAgd WaAe difelar
ddeieh fadfdd &1 & fSHd Ty TR W Rd @idd iR adfae qw
STeMET &l 30 & & fau TR $U 1w Sf1d § AR S &1 qdi # dquor
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® e frar ST &1 Fedlg ooTa a1 A 50 ATAGT dhelid T 3TN I
gU 3R ¥, foeR 3R ufie gome & A gHrida el # dthedaigds
38fAd {h PU g0 § AR g @ RAfa#Aw saf & for s fAwmen @
il TErRIdar o U &Y @l &l

o 3H HAATIT gRT T i AR H drlfcad I Siad - & W o, &
HANd, 3 & W WA W H vy AT A, ARG qurear # dR FafAa
Ud Udlod YR W QU {d O A0 Jd & Ul Uad @l Th
FEcdQUT Ugel &l Tod TR W A UG & U3l W HRAs & o o
Sliaet fAE & ded AFTei@d 3u fhe aw § -

. USdl/EY U &l Bl U HTEfed R JAT, TEAfAD Jguehl & gaTfad
afeaal & g o gl F9EEar & 10y AT (desT) Ut fohar
ST &

ii. 39 AN & FHAcadd B FIA I & fow, g A 2000 F 3Ae oA
JUTIAT GHETOT GANRIATT AU &1 18 § 3R T AHidesd I Sfad
fARE - ST IUTadT gdge Far uomel Gicd faefad fear am &1 sad
3erdl, UcAdd Ia § urd Afhdl, ARAAFT:ARAIN B AT S § AR
3ot Bles ¢Fe fohe & ATTA & T Al Pl TSI okl & forw gfAfaTa
foram ST ¥

iii. STl Shdd AT & ded, Il & Ul & Hadeld & ARIHA & Wi # g &
arelt 1 YT H AT g9 GHY, STl qUEAT @ GHATTAT aiETAl @l
mfRpar & S &1 ST FEl, 5T FEEAT & dohld s & fAy,
TS /86 AT &1 Bl Tdh AHdRA 30U & ¥ A fadw ¥ & 3mdfasw
AR FoiRIes @ gATiad aiedal # HHAdD STl YTEAI0T HIT FATUA
P P AR & IS § dlfeh & 8 B O T Ul Uered fopam ST deh|

otel Siiaet fARreT & dgd fhu a0 Fafsd garal & URUTAETwRT, Jg Fiad fhar S
© 5 e 2019 @ WA 2025 & I 2 A 3AAE gwfaa affqal fr gear

14,020 ¥ TTH 314 & 7S &I 0N AW I 75 ¥t w o IREIRE Fer Yfgawor
TIAT &b AIH § Faes AR QA 9Ield Ue= fhar i@ B

30gh B I H @A g, IS SUHAT & faU A AW gHu AR fawra
graur T 6T S1er & 3avThdl #EgH 6 §5 ¢
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@) 3R (T): THR gRI HoTel IOTaA] AHAT & HATYE & JIH LT § § I
Siaet fAIET & ATeIH ¥ fhU S B Fleliieh, S Sitaed A & ded JRifa®
3WRAA & faw 3reer @ A sdfed € & e &1 0@ TER—AS FeuuT arel Tt
Bl 10 % & T (A¢) Yl R ST &1 IUeTey S & AR, a¥ 2025-
26 # ST Shad AT & ded 67,000 dRs AU & TR mafed 6 =iy &1 5@
TR & @, TS gRT el FoTaar IR 3R @defor & fow 2% de & TfRr &r
UL [hAT ST GhdT &1 SHb 37aMdl, IE Iod WPRI &l Gidcd © b d TaT 3Tl
HAIBATTAR, Afed A & NUN W 3ugeh TRASAB Pl AR A IR 3¢
rATfedd H|

* % % %k %
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Neerajji, first supplementary.

2} R @R HEISY, H HI U8l STel Wik HATTY Dl FETS 1 A STl g
AR W B8R BR STl Uga Bl Sl B4 HATAT B 8] 2, Iqb (o1 H fARIyes A1
T HAT Sl T SATHR &<h BT T8l gl 70 A 916 bl afth 5 g9 <2 § 49 &b
e YT &b fo1q B4 fhar, 1 g8 | 81 X8l 81 wifdh 317S W R 98 |l 2|
eIy R i &1 S R 7, IFH #_1 el aferan §ifsd 21 7 wad afer,
gfcth [d8R 3IR ¥Tet |1 UTil H SR &1 AR A YIS &

Heled, H A 31 Sl A I8 A1 A8 & Sie 2Rkh H3Terd §RT Yoldl
UrET PRI o foTQ G 3 I+ |1 g aTe] ST Suae 8 3R 30 YR o fofg
e oo vt # w1 IuTy fpg Ty E7

2 Y. R, wifeer: ary STl Feled, 4 Sl U3 YBl T E, § 99al f$ed
H SaTE <A1 FrEdT g1 31 ST Sitad {er’ & i fhdt W BR H e geh
qrex Tl AT ST 51 qN S2T Bl §/H J3b (6T TA1 51 STl IR ATS ST H D
AT 2, g8 W 9d W STdl Bl JIAT od §U 59 IS & d8d ISP 8% H Ul
TSI ST 21 3R S ol SATaT WY 9 631 Ul 7, A1 89 10 IRYC SITaT T4
P HI IFD! I Sl 21 3R R | |l T+ A1 Il B, AT I8 AT S &1 S
gl 3D AT Bl IHD! G DI maintain HRA b 77 AT IHP HUR ToR IWH B
foTQ Y 2 TRRIC Qa1 @ T UTaE T & cTich fhdl b WY TR 3 S1ifieh geh uTil 18]
SITQ1 2019 | BN 16.8 URAS WHIOT BRT H &1 Tl F UT=i1 {71 ST 411 'St Sita
e’ & S 31l BYIg 80 URHCT A W SITET BRI H T W UMl &1 S W8 B
WHO &1 RIS I8 Facil & fh $9h BRI 98d BIIGT g3l &l $99 BRId 4 ARG AN
D1 HId A AT 7T 81 A% I8 Dl & b TP BIRT AN bl Sl GaTg ol TSl
ofY, SOIGRI ST Ul 2T, ST AT TRIR & {77 aford 8, Uil ga1s 1 S IRIR |
ST oY 3R IHS BRI AR & Sl UH W9 &Il U, I8 DR DI BISHY BT 8.4
I RIS BUY BT & Il AT, AT ARN & I UH 91 99 5

3T-3r4l g9 Afgel faay w9 §1 PR Af3elrsli & IR d H8l WY,
AT ST I M &b foY §R e Sreh! off 3fiR a81 | Ul Ia1 R ot off, S94
ITd ST & BIG 5.5 BRIG HS T 9, Aol IAD! 394 qfth el TR IS &
5.5 PRIS TS AlFATY 3 g &b 7Y, 379+ &R & fo7g, 3Mfre Iursid # @d & 1
VBl 81 9 UhR Y 59 A1EH A AT & fofg 1 M gan g, geal &) o W
TS TT5 & IAT U] W 9 1 37 AN D1 37U BRI AP 376 FATIC! BT YT SUTd
gl

BRI fa qarfere) o1 U 311 R8T 8, SHd! Sird HR- & forw Y 8% g |
BN g Afgermalt B S ) TS & 8k s9db A1 81 S9d! fooe Wi fear w81 59
<% H 39 B P 77 B 25 ARG AfSeTaii ol ¢ &1 775 81 QR fava § 9Rd Uh
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VT <97 BT, ST&T S id H, ISP 6 | 31 aTelT Tl foosg Farfere! of 7, a8 4
ARIE & IT 81 8, SAD! Idb B & (10 Afgetrett & 1 & 78 81 Ig Y 7} <
& I H S8 U B

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Second supplementary, Neerajji.

2l RS PER: HEIey, IR &I NS FHRI Bl WH BT &b oY 3.5 TR
RIS SUT f&am 71 21 H 59 fo A=y #3201 ST T 3M9R &b BT aredl gl
HRT AR U I8 2 o 'STel Sitae (e & il acid avl &1 R T 2 &iR
8 I P AT THIIT TRRIAT DI HaAR B H [l THTIT I8T 52

it /. IR e : AeIgd, #4159 Hay H 954 fecd # STamq 3 & 3 a8 gamn
2 o 314l Tl &R H SIS b UTHl 81 SIf 81§ S (oY S ST bl e
B TS B 3R SAd fov fhat Afgersii o 2 < 18 § - I8 §9 ud! gar Bl
D e drex fhell & YRR H 7 Y, §9d {77 AW T NI 10,500 ATTD
3T 7Y B1 2019 H SMRif~eh THTfad IR &1 |w=T 14,000 | Y SATET off 81R 31
% Ut 314 901 B1 BH1 SN 954 g1 &Y BN (haT 2 3R STH & gHHd I
AR D1 ST 81 A9 S J9Iiad IRl 8, g8l i RIS STl &1 Y[ & 71 8
Rt i & & 721, 9few wIRgS | u9ifad It WY offl 2019 § wIRES |
TuTford IR} Bl =T BT 8 BOIR oY, S8 314 Rith 295 STt 9=t €1 59 aRE
H IMAMTE 3R FARTSS UHIAd IRTAT & ol ST I9T B ol 2 AR 377t fondd
DI I AR AT FARTSS b U DI AL h el gl &

it STRHTIT: A1 31 ol ST ardf=Tab Sill

SHRI MUKUL BALKRISHNA WASNIK: Sir, | have a very pointed question. According
to Annual Groundwater Quality Report, 2024, a large number of districts are affected
by contaminants. For example, Fluoride affects 263 districts, Nitrate affects 443
districts, Arsenic affects 118 districts, lron effects 356 and Uranium affects 132
districts. NCRB & ﬂ_rl'lﬁ_cﬁ Air Prevention and Control of Pollution Act, 1981 and Water
Act, 1974 § g AR HHe &9l {6T Y B

§ AT #3 HEIey | A- ST TS § (5 571 AUl Arvel] H A e Al
H AR D1 TSI g, fha Taifdd g 3IR fdha acquit U? AR, H U dTd AR ST
AT 6 A THR BT, S IGUYT W B4 91 Aol &, 7T AT akih A feharaam
B P oIy TRBR RIT I8 BN ?

it Y. TR, wifed: R, I8 o U | Weed 81 6 ...(Fagr)...
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it STHTIT: A1 GRAg AER R | ...(TALTH)...

2} SR 9 : WX, I8 T STa1d 27

$t STwHTIfY: SR SMY A | A e §, O IdT U 39 A g
...(TGET). .

S STARTH YW : WX, IE B TI BRA? ....(FILT)...

2l STMHIRI: Pl a1 Sl I TRS &, 9 UG S &1 R 7Y fhl
STaTd ¥ SR &, A1 9D oY T B ..(TIEH)... Tl

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, as per the Asian
Development Bank's 2018 Report, West Bengal had the largest arsenic-affected
population and areas in the country. Now, after the establishment of the National
Institute for Water and Sanitation in Kolkata, what effective measures has the
Government of India taken to combat the most affected areas, particularly given the
unscientific sharing of Ganga water with a neighbouring country, which severely
affects the districts of Malda, Murshidabad, Nadia, North and South 24 Parganas?
This is my pointed question to the Honourable Minister.

21 1. IR, UIfeel: A1 SUAHTART Sft, H DITDIl b HA-1 Y % & IR |
AT fob 2019 ¥ ST 14,000 & SYTET ARAD gHTiaT IRRTT off 31k 8,000 A SATET
TARTSE THTfad IRt off, ST 9 o9 Fadl 314 e gwifad afat & 9t €
3R Ryt 295 TARTSS FHIFIT IR<TIT &1 941 &1 AT TGHT &b FHIEH F folg gH
B 17,000 SHTET IR b B+ o e 1Y 2| ST ARE, TA dobiedd Ald AR
S o foTq W) e Bl &1 89 S & fob AT STel YA A ATl 2, $AAT IHqDh]
R & folq 39 A1oT & U= 1 &1 v <11 3871 © b <1 Wt 3§ 9911¢ <17Y, 9 Hie
! AT A TR SV 3R I8 H_ H [deid 8Idll 2, AT Seh] TR~ b UTil Ale
firer, g forg off & M forar 2

AR, Ugel I DI Sl RN off, IHS IR | H T8 B, FR AT IHDBT T
USTel 81 TRT 51 S 37X S UGHUT AT, IHH I8 BHI 3715 &1 D 3G S AT]
H ST B BT &, I8 TSl b HHI el FT ATI AeT-3TeT ¥ & U By IR,
T ¥ SATET IgUUT 31T B HHTGHT BIT &, SHb! W THASIYT &b GIRT Feil bR DI
B9 QX BIR BRI S &1 g8l S G &1 1 {1 ST &, g8 AT H S R 3R
AR R & 18 61 ITh] (AT ST B
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2 T AR HA: A1 SYGHIANT T8I, Tgd TR L] I IE Ul =l & b
3T DI M 3d s °= H 9l 371 71 &1 S, A1, g 3R 377e], 37 FIH
PITHARE 81 H AR H301 Sl F I8 1 918 g b @rad, g 3R 31 |
TS R &I T A ST R & ol o1 DIg IR YoITelt A &1 S
RE1 87 ORI, U AR~1eh DI (A2 bl S §U WIET IMYFT H AN Blvc (A
DI b & oy AT BT SR aex 9 fdg YR seexAicd |

ool b foTT fIUTT PIs IUTI B I8T & T8l R IBT 22

sft M. IR, gIfea: AT IUFIYRT ST, AT GG - B8l e e -3 WTel
ugreif, S - a7Te], g oNfe # oM SI<iHRE U S @7 21 5t wih
HATAT & gIRT STl Sfig1 A" & i uril & AR Bl STie DR gY Ui b qreil
P AT DI S 81 TR, B S8 WR 91! BT Sl 9T §, oIl (I8! § H 3T 8, ol §
31T B, SH! AP & oIy BART yawe 981 7, AR YHidedx feurcie S9®
HUR I BT HRAT BT, VAT H AT | "'ST Sita (72" & i Ui &1 It g
e, S 3R ARIP T FAARTSS 7 8, ISP [T THART IRI FaReT 81 Sl IR<Ii
AT 8, 981 W §H e 9 STel ol &) SAIY a8f [l & IR 4 IRId B, FARISS
BT contamination & ST B

it SUFHUTIfer: I H¥=AT 109 |
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