
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 182

TO BE ANSWERED ON 18TH MARCH, 2025

FOOD STORAGE INFRASTRUCTURE

182 SMT. SUNETRA AJIT PAWAR:

Will the Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution be pleased to
state

(a) whether there is a need for modernisation and expansion of food storage infrastructure;

(b) if so, the initiatives being taken by Government in this regard;

(c) the manner in which Government is addressing the problem of spoilage and loss of
food grains during storage;

(d) the strategies being adopted by Government to ensure the management of food
storages and price stability; and

(e) the manner in which Government is leveraging technology to improve food grain
management and distribution?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION AND

MINISTRY OF NEW AND RENEWABLE ENERGY

(SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI)

(a) to (e): A statement is laid on the Table of the House
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STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) TO (e) OF THE STARRED
QUESTION NO. 182 FOR ANSWER ON 18.03.2025 IN THE RAJYA SABHA.

(a) & (b): Government of India through Food Corporation of India (FCI) stores wheat &
rice after procurement for Public Distribution System (PDS) operation and to maintain buffer
stock. As on 01.02.2025, total covered storage capacity available with FCI and State agencies

throughout the country for storage of Central Pool foodgrains stock is 806.94 Lakh MT.

The requirement of Storage capacity in FCI depends upon the level of procurement,

requirement of buffer norms and PDS operations for mainly Rice and Wheat. FCI
continuously assesses and monitors the storage capacity and based on the storage gap

assessment, storage capacities are created/hired through following schemes:-

1.

2

3

4.

5

6.

Construction of Silos under Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode

Private Entrepreneurs Guarantee (PEG) Scheme under PPP mode
Central Sector Scheme (CSS) “Storage & Godowns” focus on North East

Hiring of godown from Central Warehousing Corporation (CWC)/ State Warehousing

Corporations (SWCs)/State Agencies
Private Warehousing Scheme (P\VS)
Creation of godowns under Asset Monetization.

(c): Guidelines followed to address the problem of losses of food grains during storage are
at Annexure-1.

(d): Government of India auctions surplus food grains (Wheat & Rice), beyond the public
Distribution System (PDS) and Other Welfare Schemes (OWS) requirements, through open

sale under Open Market Sales Scheme (Domestic) [OMMSS(D)]. This helps to increase the

availability of foodgrains in the markQt, control inflation, ensure food security and make

foodgrains more affordable for the general population. In addition, Bharat Atta and Bharat

Rice were launched on 6.11.2023 and 6.02.2024, respectively, with a view to provide atta

(wheat flour) and rice to general consumers at subsidized rates under Open Market Sale

Scheme (Domestic) [OMSS(D)] policy.

(e): in order to keep its storage infrastructure robust and updated, FCI is taking various

steps of Modernization The details are at Annexure-II.

8888+
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Annexure-I

ANNEXURE REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (c) OF THE STARRED QUESTION
NO. 182 FOR ANSWER ON 18.03.2025 IN THE RAJYA SABHA.

Guidelines followed by FCI to address the problem of losses of food grains during storage:

A. Periodical maintenance of Scientific Storage structure:

Dedicated Engineering wing of FCI carries out periodical maintenance of all storage
structures

a) Identifying & repairing of all the leakage points in the roof.

b) Cleaning of drainages in the godown premises ensured.

c) Ensuring that no seepage inside the godowns so that no clogging up of water.

d) Ensuring all the repairing works are attended on priority before the onset of monsoon
season.

B. Scientific storage and preservation of stocks:

i. Foodgrains are stored by adopting proper scientific code of storage practices.

Adequate dtmnage materials such as wooden crates, bamboo mats, polythene sheets are
used to check migration of moisture from the floor to the foodgrains.

iii. Fumigation covers, nylon ropes, nets and insecticides for control of stored grain insect
pests are provided in all the godowns.

Prophylactic (spraying of insecticides) and curative treatments (fbmigation) are carried
out regularly and timely in godowns for the control of stored grain insect pests.

Regular periodic inspections of the stocks/godowns are undertaken by qualified and
trained technical staff and senior officers. The health of the foodgrains is monitored at
regular intervals by a system of checks and super checks at different levels.

11 .

IV

V.
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vi. The principle of “First in First Out” (FIFO) is followed to the extent possible so as to
avoid longer storage of foodgrains in godowns. However, stocks lying at vulnerable
plinths and procured under relaxed specifications are issued on overriding priority to
avoid any damage to stocks in storage.

vii. Only covered rail wagons are used for movement of foodgrains so as to avoid damage
during transit.

viii. While movement, Polythene Sheets are spread on the floor of railway wagons to
retrieve the spilled-over grains to avoid contamination to stocks.

IX. Damage Monitoring Cells have been set up at District, Regional and Zonal levels to
regularly monitor accrual of stocks and reduce damages. Each case of damage is
thoroughly investigated and disciplinary action in case of negligence is invariably taken

against the delinquents.

C. Capacity Building for additional modern storage structure.

Steel Silo bins are being constructed as a measure of modern capacity building which
ensures better preservation of foodgrains and enhances its shelf life.

';c $eRie Sq
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Annexure-II

ANNEXURE REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (e) OF THE STARRED QUESTION
NO. 182 FOR ANSWER ON 18.03.2025 IN THE RAJYA SABHA.

Modernization steps taken by FCI to keep its storage infrastructure robust and updated:

1. Construction of Silos under PPP Mode:

Steel Silo storage with bulk handling facility is highly mechanized and modernized way of

storing food grains in bulk. It ensures better preservation of food grains and enhances its shelf
life. If food grains are stored in Silos and transported in bulk, losses due to theft, pilferage and

transportation would be negligible compared to food grains storage in bags in conventional
warehouses. Steel Silos are constructed under Public Private Partnership Mode.

2. Third party assessment of warehouses by FCI from Quality Council of India (QCI)

Third party assessment of all warehouses operated by FCI was undertaken through QCI
covering areas like Physical infrastructure, Compliance to SoPs, Safety standards and

Benchmarking with best practices. Accordingly, grading of all warehouses was done in six

categories namely “Excellent, 5 Star, 4 Star, 3 Star, 2 Star and 1 Star”.

Based on QCI feedback, FCI has re-visited/ revised SOPs. An action plan was prepared

for upgradation of warehouses. The short and medium term deficiencies were rectified by FC:1.

Again second round of assessment was undertaken by QCI. FCI has further upgraded the

warehouses. The summary of 556 FCI owned warehouses is as under: -

No. of Depots with 5 Star and above category

First QCI Assessment Second QCI Assessment After Up-gradation

479382102

After up-gradation 479 FCI owned depots falls in 5 star and above category which were

102 in the first assessment done by QCI.

Further Depot self-assessment portal is being developed to monitor infrastructural

efficiency (Grading of the Depot) and a mobile app is also being developed for the same.
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3. Mechanization of Warehouse operations:

The provision of mandatory mechanized handling has been introduced in the revised

handling and transport tenders applicable w.e.f. 11.04.2023 for new contracts, to encourage

innovation and modernization of operations. As per the Model Tender Form (MTF) provision
the Contractor shall mandatorily bring in modern technology for loading and unloading
operations at the same quoted price at its own cost. The contractor has to provide mandatorily

mechanized loading/unloading points as under:

Capacity of Godown I Mandatorily mechanized loading/ unloading points to be

provided by Contractor (minimum requirement)

Up to 20000 MT

20000 to 40000 MT

Above 40000 MT

In addition to above the Contractor shall have the option to bring in modern technology
for all the loading and unloading points of operations in Depot at the same quoted price at its
own cost. In case the contractor doesn’t provide mechanized solution as per mandate given
above, penalty as stipulated in the tender document shall be levied.

4. Computerization of depot operations

1.

11.

The operation of depots was digitized through Depot Online System (DOS) making all
transactions digitally verifiable and traceable. This also provides real time visibility of
data and transactions happening in depots across the country.

DOS captures weight from weighbridges directly ensuring transparency and accuracy
ofweighment of stocks .
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5. Monitoring of Depot Efficiency:

In order to improve Operational and Financial efficiency at Depot level, an initiative
has been taken to develop a model for rating of the depots getting the data from Financial
Accounting Package. The operational efficiency of the depots is rated based on the cost

parameters viz., Storage loss in Rice, Transit loss in rice, Transit loss in Wheat, Demurrage

charges, Handling cost of the depot, Establishment cost of staff, Overtime Allowances (OTA)
for staff, across different types of godowns, labour type [Departmental/Direct Payment System

(DPS)/ No Work No Pay (NWNP)/Contract]. A Business Analytics Tool has also been

deployed to capture the information as well as to provide an interactive platform with data

visualization. This can be accessed at all levels of hierarchy to assess and compare the

performance of the depots.

Now, Depot efficiency grading is being integrated with Depot Self-Assessment Portal-

DSAP (Depot Darpan) & a mobile app is also being developed for the same (for rating/grading
infrastructural facilities and operational efficiency).

Se ie ie ge A
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W+tqaT TITHe, alaT 3+r 1ITd:XfM fBaWT +TIHT

ulKT3#{Tr#aRHRawrR8Tr,r
{FNrWTT

,II{ifb,1 nz +WI @182

18 HTf, 2025 + fBI! wa

8TRaTTqFIT

++###

aIRT8Tglwr3TRT{mr

#182. 4tHtft rIdvT 3rdta wit:

mr &VaT awa, ©14q Hl lndat# fBawT Ha qF gaTA dR 9qr Mit fb;
(%) wr ara 8+grwr 31a+tqar §i 3TTtIfRdRqTaT 3#1 fBraTI dR d{ 3TnQv%ar I;

(a) =a Ft, at w%rt aar sa MEI # wr %,I dR ar tO B;

(w) atBn a+awr8;dtT©aTaFrTtt 8;wr©6td3#r3a%rq%arz daT+ dRawn
%r fITa y6nawmrH %tIff i;
(u) wt%rt gnr ©rqv a8TVr Mun 3ft Pq Mt%WI IMla na + fBu @r
%r8dtfRnraT§ arlgti; dr
(5.) at6n ara_TBa Mga 3Br fBaWT + WIn & faT dwlttha Hr Rm qBrt nnT
Jar TO t?

rnTtqaT HT,T8,ur€T 3+lWT+31tRVfBaWT avi aM vdadtHWfkr nnt ##
(B& qNTT ahRB)

38{

(v) t (g.): fBvwr rifT qzz q1 la fhm ,rn }I
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WT wlr 8 ftatv 18 HTf, 2025 q+ 3HrT# aTrtfba WH t- '182 + aTm (B) +

(5.) + 3N + 3B;TfBT fBawr

(A) 3it (a), aTta ann aintthr ar@ nTa (amiIsT{) iT nTtVW + aT&XfM; fBaWT

WTTdt WIla) mrm iT fall atIT aT VR dr vw df% mw aga R d{ 3II
TraM Mr a+grwr MIdI iI fhTtA Of.02.2025 aH dR feliB + 3TqTR, WI UN

alt~£llo„I rM iT a+grwr iT fay dr alt + Um+t31T{ 3it my Init#ff +i qra sl?rai
TH Hat 8+grwr nHar 806.94 ara eH iI

ardhr arc.T fhTH (wwW) + 8+grwr ©xar dh 3naqvBar !wa: am 3+r d{ +i
fav atta iT tat, gw nT## dR 3rraqv%ar 381 aTasia% faawT WTTdt (HIghlw)

qUTaiftqtfhBtt %rt+t&laTHt+krureTfmTa+grWrnxar Hra;rran3TIHRa3tr
fhnTItt war i am atgraF 3tat (alta +T) 3TFNH & mm qt, atgraF ward

fR7nfafaa #nlit iT amx + +ItS?r/fim! w dt aTa i:-

1. aT&gIBB fadt aTRiM (gMt) qBliP & aFa aTS,ThT Hr fRIIhT

2. q+iNt qa~ufR iT a$a faGft 3wHY ITTta (dt{it) dna
3. wIN &l qt +fta WI dl dR Falt “a+grwr 3ttT 7lt6TH”

4. ##1 atgwr fhTH ({it3rNFfr)/:UN a+gTWT fHTH (vwrNFtt)NRRr Taf#fF +
,ftala faTal qt aaT

5. Ra a+grWT #hIT (gIBBITa)
6.qttrkTiR q®WT&ia6a7ltaTHt Hr WH

(71): atgrwr + dtTai lgTalrrat dR 6TtR dR axtvr 6r warElra %d aT fav 31qwwr

f+iv aTa aTd faqnMr WI–1 + fh TW iI

(u): awa at%rt Vr mart fM dksin (nW
+ aTtVW + w8atR% fBawr WTTdt (qtgtw) 3itr 3nT HTa=ITUTM $mIjt (3ftrG7wa)

dR 3waq#6ar3ft iT 3fRttqa 3diI?Iv ara_vFa (d{ 3Ir THR) dR HtaTHt wHI II Hi+
Tran A araFR dR 3qMTuar qi ©§l+, qalvRfR +t fhtfqa Ha, ar@ qt©r

ljtRf§rla qH+3+t3TiHa©ar dT fRI arq4Fmq+3it€THfiwqdt gaT+ + aFT=laI

Rad 11 WT& 3mrar, wr ©ran fea dtslat (tIt$D [3+twlvlnr (8)] ;Bfa iT aFa 31Tn

3q8+qar3ft qt at©igkjqF Kd vt 3wu (d{ %r3wa) 3it maR sinai WT+ aT ng?T
+ Mmr: f&TiM 6.11.2023 3tT 6.02.2024 qi Bma rFU 3IT aIFa TraM dR Qj63Ta

dR IT{ ajl

rCa)] iT Ma gdl fBdR

(B): 3Ni+ atgraF 3Ta+mTr qi SW 3+r 3U~TaR Wd ii fm, aTTrdkr arq+ fhTH
w{fRaqwT+;fBtih=T3qrq Ht IFr &l§a%TNiwsqau-ll#fbn Tvr tI
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BRitT-I
q=

TnT WIT + HatH 18.03.2025 q+ =RTf aTTiBia gRiT tIgH +182 + TIN iT BTW (TT)

i3eHf8a3Tqiv

a+grwr +; dUal aTaFr#dR6TtB d#wHwrHrwHmrH Hr++;fRv31THkr UKP

fhTX gTr xqawr f+n =ITd aTd faqnfR&qi :

A. taTfRqT 8tgTwr +rTTI vl 3TTattjq; t©rula:

UntST+ dR wifqa §dtthHbr qmr a8{t a+grwr +wait %r 3iT©ttIn

i
n) aa + wit dHa tff+ +t f8tPaa %In 3+r nRR wma %tarl

a) 7ttaTH qftw + aTfhft dh nFl{ l@la %mrI

Tr) qF qfRfq\la%lzr fh in 8;3+atqj{ftlma a6taTthqTit6r awra ZEta&I

u) qF qfRfq\la%tarfharHqa HtwTdRQj+3ira +q6dtT8t xf;wK MT=if dr
qT21tRqiaT+i3Trtlrt qt RtF mT arQI

tat©ra HUt

2/

u. tffVvrtaTfRv 8+grwr 3it 3rqtwr:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

a+grwr %UtNftdh3fBaaaTtRH dtia 3TqHr6t©TqnMt %ratswT

f#211 aTar il

al,,qjrdl + %+ + iHt #t 3iT+ + d# # fay q=Iba gaa wwiI a+
dq#tdR+e},vtadRaT§d,=ffdhita dh tugit %r wdM f+warm iI

wit qIwi +a+3Tfta 3rHra+i=Rda;fhtwT iTfblw{az 6®,©Y§MTa

+r rtfaff, arm 3it dneaTqr% %m hIV :STd iI

ataRa nra iT iN iT fhtWT & fRY 7ftaT7Tt # Iht fRrtaH (dneaT?IHt

%r fB5qTa) 3#{ +TH war (WP) fhifittl vv + 3it raw qt fin
aT+ iI

(V) 31{ql va qf§TtRa %aUTfhft 3it alba 3Tt€MTthft KarT €afH/'TtaT;ft &
fRHfha vv + 3TTatt1% faftwr fBi& aTa iI wwF'nt #1 ;I"war gT

fR7TtTdt Rfi}fIT td+ w &T 3it gw-aqi quTTa & arENa + fa=liRa

3+atm qt dR aTa iI
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(vi) 'gem 3iTTU q&w fhta’ (q%3w{w3ft) Wta 6r qqnt8ra gma fiT=IT

arariaTthqtaTTiRaTar'Tt&iatqjatITHatgruFf TH ara&laW+,
a+grwr+rffH qi fB;lit ait Mn dR mfR + gUT+ +i fav %;THtr f$FaI

qt q} #f% a err f§TftIa fBtRtaf©it iT aTa atie ,rg #f6 qi, wh
qTqtRqTTT iT3TmnqtaTtt fM aFar iI

(vii)

(viii)

aTaqrrdt8;+vRa iT fM: +aa nw f+aBV ta bTift %r SIM fiTa3

mari aTt% qvrHH ii aaa eIIB + VTr Hr will

dum & aITar, ITd Fg 3ixra dt v: wa na +i fMI iaa bT;ft + %?t

qtqYdt2itil ?ftaf8t5rdt3TTttt, aTfbtcV% ++ +qtWO++vvrTr ar
a&I

(iX) tif% ii SITM dRfhlfRafhT{THt %Id 3#{ mtR ++ %wmd &i fav
fRaT,8ikr3#t3TtqtaH €atqt©fRfMadt wM wntqafiw ,IT iI
mfR §iv,d% aTaddR©6©atVdhaTttt B3it ,W{aTft iT aTTa &

Tnt#31 +; few}1 rIaa xlqwfRH qTtaT{ dR aTtit tI

A. 3TfBftTa WlfRH 8tgrwr +tvRr iT fRY ©Har fR7INTI

3TnlfR% war fR71hT QT sqm & VV it tata aTsc+ Ra %r fBqhr fim ar IF i,
fall+ UTaRaa Hr 86,it xqtwr qtRfQ\ItT ddT & a=iF DTIR gMB aTs% R$ aTeit iI
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3THitl -IIa

WT WTF + fbTt+ 18.03.2025 q+ 3HtTt aTrtfiItT Wa fBU w182 + 381 iT BmT (S.)

+3eHna3TqiV

3NRatgwr gina at+qjtHaqa3#tSalaa ag++ifMlu6HtnT{aaTU saw TW

31Tt{faa+> quI +c,&I,

1. tfhfhft gz\we iT aFa aTT,it VI fRHbT,

@MbfMTqfatT+iar© Mr w§pn alta,aftH #©n_TBR atHur Hr 3@itIn

x9ttdtqja 3tt 3inlfRq; IIft#1 tl qF wgn;a iT &s,it +twr qi qtRfQ\la war i 3at

§H+QHF dIaz qA %TH tlqft©TVTm qt us,hAdWa fiM aFar 1 3#Tzftq;

+ qtiaFa fim arar t, at qT+Hin nIaInt AbTA mainna+=wr dR wa AIM
SaT$fIt 3tlqRa6zaT%rwrd+aTd q%araa7ru#©1 rM ?wdt%rfR7fut
mann%RaawBaTtFhg+a6aRRTr aFar iI

2. 8THtfhr !Hr4Rr qftw (WFft3rT{) + unft3rT§ Raw 'ttqdt Hr tIghT q8 RwtHa

Wrft3TT§ Rma dnTfaa a8+ 'ftaT7+ Hr dtIR VW a_arr 3RHMa q=Fit3TT{+;Hnvx +

f+=IT 'mr, fRaR HtfR% 3ia+tqzr, vanhit 6r 3rqwRa, stHr xr©% 3l1 wlan qgr3it

iT a& dWTTt§Ma+aX?TTfRa $1aaqwt, Wt 7ftaTddhdtbr tW AfM AiR

,Tt, a+ “We, 5 tcrt, 4 art, 3 nrr, 2 FarT 3BT 1 wrC’1

WFft3TT{ iT WEnt +i 3TVn qI, UFHt3T+ it va3+hit qt MTa fBVTt fim/+QifiIa

f+inI 7ftaTnt§inR4© +; fav VB HIt dkMTT Mat dRu§lwIHtsT{aaTa 3ml%TfRq;

3ttntva HaitI dR %fHI q+ qIf%m wwI @FM®HT3K%m %rqyT at fh{
+Qj6fQm wwI wHIsT{ itnlwt q+3lr3ma fim tIon{InT{ +; WTt+maTti

556 7TTar7+ nr ardqr Sa %r( i: -

5 rcn 3+r3:T+3TftRTMft TT8 fb# in MTr

Ma Wa &gTR

1382102 .79

nZTaaTVUUmtt3iT{&;taTf#,ZqTd 479 fBI 5 nn 3tt nd sgt dR Mit #

3TT+ g, mf+ Wldt3TT+ aarw fbu Tru WIR 3TrBM # qF +wr I02 altI
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H1+ 3rFrm, qfhrT8 at+ dR qnar (fBI dR df+r) dR fhHTitt ii fav f#ff n- 3fMRa

vIta fa%fRa fBm ar IN } 3IIla& far V%;+aT§dOra+fadBa fBIwar wr

II

3. nt6TV qVT$1ift VI xqftiftqiwr,

aQ 318Ida &; faT fhTtq 11.04.2023 + NFl +Qt\f€1a #fMT 3BT qf+aW fRfBa3+ +
3rtaaTt Hqftdt%a BgfMr 6r qTaUTB +Qr fbu Tru }, mtb qum© + zdrvn 3it

mm%WT qi ®m fhn ar aaTI #fm is! %h+ ( Imgb%) mama &; 3iqar? B+aTt

q+ 3ifRaT# rv :a Nfl HtF vv v{$1tfbr3+{3mTftfbT wrTaz+fRv3rT%
a%dv +t 38++ at qI arar 6hTTI BiTaTt +t 3ifRaTt ©q + wqttHtqja 6fttbT/3ra$ttfhr

=ff+e %rH nd dt:

Karl 3rlRaTt w t xqftdtTa

3qH3V BTN Trill (aVqHaH 3wRqVqFaD

0000 ea a%

OOOO + 40000 da

OOOO eH 8 3Tf€jqi

SHIva j;stRttqa8a©r aT wwf#ft#watt6ttthr3tt3ia$tIf+r =ff+wiT fM!
3iTt{tR%aqSftnaT+HrfBq@rd7TT, dr fbNfl nW ItatR 3naaTna tK sma
d,tt1 qR Mrt SHIva f& Tru 31%T & 3Tqart ©?ftitIptI li71TtIT© q€r© Nt Htar
t, it RfBRr arrwM + VqTfRtbe qTfill n;n;r arq;rr1

4 f+ftqVT$dt VI WHIM;Wr

1. fBI & mrm q+ f#ff 3fta,IT§z WTTdt (gt3ftvw) iT nTtVX + fgfRe:a fin ;Mr

all fRa+ wit an M fet3e:?I ©q + Mvrqz qRd Im 3tT ia nd Im Fr

;wI qF &r alt +T f++ + O+ aTd ncr 3Ir dirbr dR qTratB% axq q9var att

vera war iI
a3itin Ittq rBI qt ErA-%fer + aaa aaT i, fRIif tif% +; aaa A grafgaT

3#I aaq?iT ?IiHf&la da iI
11.
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5. BO Kwai IR MHra:

f#tttatqtqvmrFw6 3#rfBdkr amar & www+iTfRv,fadhadqTm eisa

fia qr'8 HIdaTA fM dRift,T +; faq VHxYgRfaqTfRa qTddR qM dR ,T{ 11

fBftdRqvrRTFa%qHarnrqrfRtfwT ar;ra;wd3t+T3iMTt qt f+m arar B, a+

am # atgraF 6TfR, vra© + warm 6TtR, d{ + naNa 6TfR, fB$h !@ fBI dR

ggfMT ar;ra, W+UTfhlt dR omar nwa, HHvTtM +i fav 3larZT§H 3rd WD,
fBfSbTT gmt +i qtawt +, WH gm [fBaTTdRl/%wn aymH quTTtqt Wha)/aft a& iiI
q (udgG,quaLil)/Wr] 1 :XTiTqiTtt #t &tIt %d &i WI-aFar #:I faq31,ITs@m aT arzl

v%§ztt+evOarT+ qTr©%{+i;fRv v%BadavaTfRftqa €@a+t€21TfqafBT=IT

wu tlf#ft§i %eta 6r3n6Ra3#tqMRr wR &i faT %rH#HiT a8{IeTf qt
ga%rsnMr fiTwar a%ar II

W ## W

3T©, f+It qnar df+T q+ fBit tQ-3TIHHH gIta-gtvWFit (fBit abT) iT vr% \dnV
fin ar WI t 3l1 wi& fM:I (qthrTdt rltaqT3it 3Br qqrRH a©ar dR tft'I/Wr iT

faIr) % 8t©T§,1 bl at fBqifRt1 f8iqT ar IN 81
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� ,� �� �'��� �� �ह� ह#? -
� ����� 0��� ��� �� 
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�� 
�	
��: -
� )��� ���� ह��� �� ,���� ह#? 

�� ����
ह ���ह�:  ह	��� �!���� ���� ह#& 

SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Sir, this is regarding the food storage, that is, of the 
foodgrains that we, mainly, deal with.  As Food Ministry, we deal with paddy and, of 
course, after conversion as rice and wheat.  But, as far as overall food storage is 
concerned and, of course, as far as my Ministry is concerned, my Department is 
concerned, we are continuously increasing the overall storage capacity since the 
procurement of the foodgrains, whether paddy or wheat, is continuously increasing. If 
I can quote the figures   from   2004 to 2014,  total quantity procured was 459 lakh 
metric tons. Whereas, from 2014 to 2024, we have procured almost 700 lakh metric 
tons; that is, there is almost more than 50 per cent procurement. And also, the total 
value for that from 2004 to 2014 is Rs. 4,40,498 crores. Whereas from 2014 to 2024, it 
is Rs. 12,51,403.58 crores. That is 184 per cent increase. It is because of this more 
procurement, storage has to be arranged. For that, we are taking many steps.  I do 
not want to go into those details.  But, for fruits, it is for the Cooperation Minister. 
And other storage facility, it is either dealt with by Agriculture or Cooperation Ministry. 
We only deal with the foodgrains. That is the situation. Our department deals only 
with the foodgrains.  

SHRI MANOJ KUMAR JHA: Sir, reports indicate that India loses millions of metric 
tons of foodgrains annually due to inadequate storage. My very pertinent, but straight 
question to the hon. Minister is this. Has the Government conducted any audits on 
storage losses and what penalties are imposed on agencies responsible for 
mismanagement? 
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SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Sir, I can say that storage improvement is the major  
concern, but in the last ten years, we have taken a lot of measures and, by that, the 
overall spoilage, either it is because of storage or transportation, all put together, is 
0.022 per cent. However, using the technology, we are taking a lot of measures and 
those measures have reduced the spoilage. It is not a question of taking actions, we 
are trying to introduce more and more technologies and, because of that, it has 
considerably come down.  Foodgrains are stored by adopting proper scientific code 
of storage practices. Adequate dunnage materials such as wooden crates, bamboo 
mats, polythene sheets are used and fumigation covers, nylon ropes, nets and 
insecticides for control of stored grain insect pests are provided. We are doing many 
such things. Now I can say that it has come down to the lowest level. Further, we 
want to see that it comes to almost zero level.  
 
DR. M. THAMBIDURAI: As my colleague Prof. Jha said, I want to add the same 
thing. In Tamil Nadu, food procurement is taking place and the farmers are suffering a 
lot. Recently, my leader, Edappadi Palaniswami gave a statement. Due to the 
carelessness of the State Government, whatever is procured and stored, was spoiled 
by rain.  But they are not taking action. In the same way, I want to know as to 
whether the   Government   is   aware of these things and gives any assistance or 
takes any penal action. As they are taking penal actions, are they taking actions 
against the State Government which failed to protect the farmers and all the 
foodgrains thus stored were spoiled?  What are they doing for this loss? There are 
many such instances in the flood areas, etc.  The present Government is careless in 
protecting the farmers and the storage of foodgrains. What actions are you going to 
take against this? 
 
SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI: Sir, it is already mentioned here as far as Central pool 
storage is concerned. The State Government stores for its own consumption.  We 
provide five kg. of rice or wheat free of cost under Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna 
Yojana for 80 crore people in the entire country. The rice or wheat under PDS is 
stored in the State.  We take care of that.  Out of that, as I have already mentioned, 
0.022 per cent is lost because of various reasons. We have decided to further reduce 
it. At the same time, I can say in 2022-23 and 2021-22, when the movement was fast 
as in Covid, we supplied more grains free of cost, at that time, because of that and 
for some other reasons, it was 0.022 per cent. So, it is not right to say that spoilage is 
more.  As far as Central pool of foodgrain storage is concerned, that storage is very, 
very negligible. However, even to reduce that 0.022 per cent loss, many actions are 
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being initiated.  Whether they are private godowns, FCI-owned godowns or State-
owned godowns, if any human-led mistake happens, definitely, actions are going to 
be initiated.  
MR. CHAIRMAN: Now Q. No. 183. 
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