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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI VIKRAMJIT SINGH SAHNEY): The following hon.
Members associated themselves with the Special Mention made by the hon. Member,
Shri Ghanshyam Tiwari: Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shri M. Mohamed Abdulla (Tamil
Nadu) and Shri Sandosh Kumar P (Kerala).

Shri M. Shanmugam; Need to revive Sick Cooperative Sugar Mills. Not
present. Now Shrimati Kiran Choudhry; Demand for development of Bhiwani Airstrip
as container terminal.

Demand for development of Bhiwani Airstrip as Container Terminal

SHRIMATI KIRAN CHOUDHRY (Haryana): Sir, | rise to draw the attention of the
Government to the urgent need for infrastructure development in Haryana,
specifically, the transformation of the Bhiwani airstrip which was made by Ch. Bansi
Lal between 1975-78 into a container terminal and cargo hub. Despite being a major
contributor to India’s economy, Haryana still lacks a dedicated airport, relying on
Chandigarh and Delhi for air connectivity. This absence of air cargo infrastructure
hampers industrial growth, trade, and economic development.

(THE VICE-CHAIRMAN, SHRI GHANSHYAM TIWARI, in the Chair.)
Bhiwani is uniquely positioned as an ideal location for such a project due to its
excellent road connectivity. Multiple national highways, including NH 9, NH 148B, and

NH 709A pass through the region, linking it to Delhi, Rajasthan, Punjab, and Gujarat.
This strategic positioning makes Bhiwani a perfect hub for logistics and cargo
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operations. Developing a container terminal here would provide seamless freight
movement, enhance industrial supply chains, and facilitate exports, particularly, for
Haryana’s thriving automotive, textile and agricultural industries.Furthermore, this
initiative would help decongest Delhi, which currently bears the overwhelming load of
cargo and logistics traffic. Establishing a cargo hub in Bhiwani would reduce
transportation costs, improve efficiency, and attract major investments in
warehousing, logistics, and ancillary industries.

| urge upon the Government to conduct a detailed feasibility study and allocate
necessary resources to transform Bhiwani airstrip made by Ch. Bansi Lal into a state-
of-the-art cargo terminal. This step will strengthen Haryana’s economy, create jobs
and position India as a global trade leader while reducing logistical bottlenecks in the
National Capital Region.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI GHANSHYAM TIWARI): The hon. Member, Shri M.
Mohamed Abdulla (Tamil Nadu), associated himself with the Special Mention made
by the hon. Member, Shrimati Kiran Choudhry.

Shri Babubhai Jesangbhai Desai; not present. Now, Shri M. Mohamed
Abdulla on ‘Request to increase the frequency of Train No. 16861/62 Puducherry—
Kanyakumari Weekly Express to a daily service.’

Request to increase the frequency of Train No. 16861/62 Puducherry—Kanyakumari
Weekly Express to a daily service

SHRI M. MOHAMED ABDULLA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | rise to draw the attention of this
august House to the urgent need to increase the frequency of Train No. 16861/62
Puducherry—Kanyakumari Weekly Express to a daily service. This train, inaugurated
on 18th July 2013, is a crucial mode of transport connecting key pilgrimage and
heritage cities in Tamil Nadu, such as Chidambaram, Kumbakonam, Thanjavur,
Pudukkottai, Karaikudi, and Tirunelveli, as well as the Union Territory of Puducherry.
The train covers over 11 districts and one Union Territory, serving thousands of
passengers daily. Its average occupancy exceeds 150% in both directions,
highlighting the overwhelming demand for this service. Despite operating for over 10
years with such high occupancy, the frequency of this train has not been increased,
causing significant inconvenience to passengers. This route holds immense cultural,
religious, and economic importance, connecting cities of historical and spiritual
relevance. By operating only once a week, the service remains inadequate to meet
the growing demand of residents, students, and pilgrims. The people of Tamil Nadu
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