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Need to address the crisis of Plastic Pollution across the country

SHRI AYODHYA RAMI REDDY ALLA (ANDHRA PRADESH): Sir, this is a very, very
important issue that not just India but the entire world is facing. Coming to our
country, we are generating almost 3.5 million tonnes of plastic waste every year, as
per CPCB estimates. However, the waste generated from other sources is more than
9-10 million tonnes every year. Unfortunately, only 60 per cent of that is collected. Out
of that, only 40 per cent is recycled. So, where is the balance going? It is just ending
up in landfills, rivers and oceans. This is a very sad and unfortunate situation. Now,
what is seen is that most of this is being handled by the unorganized sector. We now
need to think of a real solution to this problem. We must also involve the organized
sector in tackling the menace of plastic. There are environmental challenges that we
are facing because of this pollution. Most important is micro-plastic pollution. This is
found in water, soil and in human bodies. Also, it is found in oceans. 0.6 million
tonnes of waste every year is entering into ocean around India. Air pollution is another
major problem. Burning of plastics releases toxins and they are contributing to a lot of
air pollution, respiratory diseases, soil and water contamination. Unfortunately, these
chemicals reach into water and also soil, which is making it really very infertile, and
water is really contaminated for which treatments are also very costly. It is economic
and resources loss. Unfortunately, in India, we are importing more than 80 per cent of
our crude, and plastic is nothing but crude. We have to see that plastics are properly
recycled and with that we can save, at least, Rs.50,000 crores per annum by
recycling these plastics. Also, can it be banned? No, it is not possible. It is very
essential for our economy. So, we have to see alternatives. But when we see
alternatives, the cost effectiveness is not coming. Bio-degradable or paper-based
alternatives are more expensive, less durable and also need more resources. So, we,
certainly, have to put some research around this to bring control on this. We also
need to bring in a circular-economy approach instead of banning it. So, some of the
solutions are highest focus on IEC, segregation at source, scaling the recycling,
chemical recycling, resource recovery, market linkages for plastics, etc.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Your allotted time is over.

The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter raised by
the hon. Member, Shri Ayodhya Rami Reddy Alla:  Shri Pradip Kumar Varma
(Jharkhand), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala) and Shri A.A. Rahim (Kerala).

Contents Page t



14

[RAJYA SABHA]

Now Shri Mohammed Nadimul Haque -- Issue of automatic deactivation of
SIM Card after non-usage for 90 days; not present. Shri Anil Kumar Yadav Mandadi -
- Demand to include the Musi River in Hyderabad as part of the country’s major river
rejuvenation project; not present. Dr. Bhim Singh -- Concern over poor enrolment of
girl students in Joint Entrance Examination for admission in Indian Institute of
Technology.

Concern over poor enrolment of girl students in Joint Entrance Examination for
admission in Indian Institutes of Technology

S WA R (RER): A Suavmafa 98, H girl students &1 KT &1 AR
H& BT 3R AIBR BT & ATHE BT A8 gl

YIeNTesT & &3 H SART <2 984 & 31Ul g 3R RO M 9gdT ST &l 2
AR T #3011 61 W 9 TR 9gd SIIGT SR 81 SR 9T #301 St 7 '3t q971aT,
ST YTl BT ST ff Taran AT el BIERN IR Wenfied!, S & 98« Bl
Q?:ﬁ Rufer ﬁ, E‘ﬂ’i’ ST W@U PIBIRCIRESIR] %\; YT Indian Institutes of Technology %\;,
19 §H 399 UR ol STeld 8, d girl students @1 THIIT IR FHRT &1 SITdT &1 519 89
q8l BT ATHIh- oGd &, I UTd & b 1) Y T8 BIA13I BT A 15 I 20 UfI9rd &
a9 vary BRAT BT &1 H TSI § [P SHH JUR DI MaeIDdl 51 SHTY TRBR
DI P I IUGY BT AMSY Mfch 3ffereh I Afeh BIATSH P, girl students BT
AT 981 &l bl

AgIGY, H aTedl § fd Ul Big faRIy A1 9ells 1Y, d1fds Sl BT Ug &
g, Sl IPT entrance exam <1 A& &, d 7P 3 7D TAT H qualify B b,
U1 IS ST 81| 99 § T8T BT arsdl gl

Nt Suumfe: g=are, AT 9F 18 S Shri Yerram Venkata Subba Reddy --
Demand for setting up directorate of census operations in Andhra Pradesh; not
present. Shri Sanjeev Arora -- Need to address the problems faced by bicycle
manufacturing sectors; not present. Shri Samik Bhattacharya -- Demand to
operationalise Ashok Nagar Oil Field in West Bengal.

Demand to operationalize Ashoknagar Oil Field in West Bengal
SHRI SAMIK BHATTACHARYA (West Bengal): Sir, after 65 years of relentless efforts

from geophysicists, scientists and the oilfield workers, finally, the ONGC and the Oil
India Limited discovered oil in Ashoknagar North 24 Parganas district. It was
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