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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the matter raised by the hon. Member, Dr. Medha Vishram Kulkarni: Dr. Fauzia Khan
(Maharashtra), Shri Devendra Pratap Singh (Chhattisgarh), Dr. John Brittas
(Kerala), Shri Dhananjay Bhimrao Mahadik (Maharashtra).

Dr. John Brittas; Concern over opening up the country's offshore sand blocks
for mining by private entities.

Concern over opening up the country's offshore sand blocks for mining
by private entities

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, this is to bring to the notice of the House, the
alarming situation that has arisen on account of the Union Government’s decision for
off-shore mining in the coastal belt of Kerala. The entire Kerala is agitated. The
Assembly passed a unanimous resolution requesting the Government of India to
withdraw the decision. | will explain to you the rationale of it. The Government’s
proposal is Rs. 35,000 crore of offshore sand mining project. In Kollam alone, that is,
Quilon, Government intends to extract sand worth Rs. 14,200 crores. The interesting
part is that Kerala Government had sent its reservations to oppose the project and
said that it will have far-reaching impact on the lives and livelihood of the people.
Further, the environmental impact of this mining could even devastate vast chunks of
land in Kerala. Sir, you will be surprised that not even a single appropriate study on
the environmental or the social side has been done by the Government of India. They
simply relied on some geological survey saying that sand is available in off-shore.
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Sir, another interesting aspect is that Naddaji was very vocal with regard to the
democratic principles and the importance of parliamentary democracy. Naddayi, you
passed an Amendment in this House in the absence of the Opposition and that
Amendment has helped you to start this project. If you are very serious about the
democratic process of this country, you would have involved not only the Opposition
but also the Governments at the State level.

Even in Guijarat, this is going to be an issue and you are going to soon meet
with resistance from Gujarat coastal belt too. Sir, please appreciate the fact that
Kerala has got ecologically fragile system and cyclones and tsunamis. There have
been studies which say that such unmindful mining can cause cyclones. And further,
let us understand that eight cyclones happened in Indian Ocean in 2023 ...( Time-bell
rings.)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Time is over. ... (/m‘errupz‘/ons)... Even if | allow you, that will
not go on record. ..(Interruptions)... It is automatically built-in ...(Interruptions )...
Please John Brittasji, you are a very senior Member. ...(Interruptions).. Nothing is
going on record.

The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter raised by
the hon. Member Dr. John Brittas: Dr. V. Sivadasan (Kerala), Shri Jose K. Mani
(Kerala), Dr. Fauzia Khan (Maharashtra) and Shri P. P. Suneer (Kerala).

Now, Shri S. Selvaganabathy; Request for four lane highway between
Tindivanam and Krishnagiri connecting Puducherry and Bengaluru.

Need for four lane highway between Tindivanam and Krishnagiri connecting
Puducherry and Bengaluru

SHRI S. SELVAGANABATHY (Puducherry): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, | congratulate
the hon. Union Minister of Highways for the excellent road connectivity established
between important cities of India. One such plan of National Expressway NE7 from
Chennai to Bengaluru with a distance of 258 kilometers will be covered in a record
time of two-and-a-half hour journey. The total project cost which is Rs.18,000 crores,
is nearing completion. This is most welcome. The highway from Krishnagiri to
Bengaluru is a link between Puducherry and Bengaluru highway. At present, the road
connectivity from Krishnagiri to Bengaluru, via Hosur, is a six-lane road, whereas, the
National Highway NH-66 from Krishnagiri to Cuddalore, via Puducherry, is expected
to be connected by four-way lane highway. But the 187-kilometer link between
Tindivanam and Krishnagiri is a two-lane road, which is a busiest road connecting
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