120 [RAJYA SABHA]

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI GHANSHYAM TIWARI): The hon. Member, Dr.
Sikander Kumar (Himachal Pradesh), associated himself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member, Dr. Bhagwat Karad. Shri Ashokrao Shankarrao Chavan;
not present. Shri Khiru Mahto; not present. Shri Sanjay Raut; not present. Ms. Swati
Maliwal; not present. Shri M. Mohamed Abdulla; not present. Shri P. Wilson; not
present. Ms. Dola Sen; not present. Now, Shri Dorjee Tshering Lepcha.

Demand for settlement of rights of inhabitants of J.N. Road in Sikkim

SHRI DORJEE TSHERING LEPCHA (Sikkim): Sir, | rise to voice an urgent need for
permanent settlement rights for the inhabitants of Jawaharlal Nehru Road (earlier Old
Silk Road and Gangtok—Nathula Boarder Road) from 3 Mile to Zuluk in Sikkim,
along Indo Tibetan Border. These residents, descendants of labourers who were
made to settle there in 1952 for the manual construction of this road, long before
Sikkim’s merger with India in 1975, have upheld legacy of their forefathers. They
played a vital role in national defence during 1962 India China conflict, at Nathu La and
Cho La, providing crucial logistical support and intelligence. Their loyalty was
demonstrated even during the recent Doklam skirmish. Their deep knowledge of the
terrain continues to aid security operations in Nathula through Doklam affirming their
role in national security. Despite their significant contributions to national security and
the State’s economy through tourism and cultural exchange, these residents face
identity challenges, living on forest land without ownership rights.

Sir, | urge for the urgent implementation of measures to grant them permanent
settlement rights under the Forest Rights Act, 2006 or any other appropriate
framework. This action would bolster India’s defence presence in the region and also
counter the growing infrastructure on the other side of the border. Thank you.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI GHANSHYAM TIWARI): Shri Sanjay Kumar Jha; not
present. Shrimati Geeta alias Chandraprabha; not present; Shri Akhilesh Prasad
Singh; not present. Dr. Medha Vishram Kulkarni; not present. Dr. Sikander Kumar.

Demand to reduce the duration of the employment selection process and to make
the process transparent

S1. Ridher AR (FATE UQen): deled, § AR AReBR b1 &1 Jarsil | Hafid
Qep TR AT D R (AT AT §1 BHIR < T JaT 9 < BT WA 8 3R <2
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& AT 4 3= i et AT 81 a8 9= gers QX1 PRSP ¢ SIS, B!
fg-d 3N wfee Rl d <9 &1 faft= WeR! ftaRal & fou, I 98 &g
TRGR Bl 8 T IRT & o i g B gomafd, IR JIRIa ok 9t kg &
GREAT FAT DI YRIET31T b IAT P oIQ AT BT 2, ST 98 I & [abr_T H 3791
IS < bl TR 54 II UlhaT BT THT ST o7 &1 ST & b B WA A oIy
T BIF I s ATel o O &, 99 s IR a1 SHIGIR &1 T, SHD! e
3R] & HROT FHATK 81 STTei! 2, T faRy w9 | ga1 a7 & IfTaR Sl GReq 9 &
&3 ¥ IS &, d 9gd oI SIIGT YA B §1 Ps IR a1 U_1el W1 IE 81 4 Jarsii Bl
RIS T1G 81 STl 8, 1% BRI &g gaT e iRl § o 94 8 3R
HE INNGIR Al ATHSAT TP PR old &1 H AR WRBR W AT BT 18 g (b
59 IYT UThAT Bl T Bl HH HRA AR IIT UlhAT Bl YRS 91 BT AHIE B
ST =Ty, Foray Jgateli & wiasy &l qerfed # QR fomar < 9|

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI GHANSHYAM TIWARI): The following hon. Members
associated themselves with the Special Mention made by the hon. Member, Dr.
Sikander Kumar: Dr. Bhagwat Karad (Maharashtra), Shrimati S. Phangnon Konyak
(Nagaland), Shri Naresh Bansal (Uttarakhand) and Shrimati Darshana Singh (Uttar
Pradesh).

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI GHANSHYAM TIWARI): Shri Gulam Ali.

Demand for republication of Indian Arabic Magazine “Thagafatul Hind” by Indian
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR)

SHRI GULAM ALl (Nominated): The Indian Arabic magazine ‘Thagafatul Hind’,
launched in 1950 by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), played a pivotal
role in promoting Indian civilization, culture, history, religion, art, festivals and
literature in the Arab world. It featured Arabic translations of Indian short stories,
poetry, and scholarly articles, becoming a key reference for researchers and
academics in Arab countries. Distributed through Indian embassies to universities and
libraries across the region, the magazine served as a bridge between India and the
Arab world, countering misconceptions and strengthening India’s cultural identity.
Published regularly from 1950 to 2017, ‘Thagafatul Hind’ ceased to be published in
2017, leaving a significant void in India’s cultural diplomacy. Today, as India
strengthens its ties with Arab nations, particularly, the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) countries, the revival of this magazine is essential. It would not only highlight
India’s rich cultural heritage and historical depth, but also foster stronger people to
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