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Demand for train service from Goa to Solapur

SHRI SADANAND MHALU SHET TANAVADE (Goa): Sir, | bring to the attention of
the Government a matter of concern for the people of Goa and the surrounding
regions. The absence of a direct train service between Goa and Solapur
(Maharashtra) is causing considerable inconvenience to citizens, tourists and
pilgrims alike. The demand for this train route has grown due to the increasing
number of travellers visiting Solapur and nearby religious and tourist destinations.
These include the Shree-Swami-Samarth-Temple in Akkalkot (approximately 40 km
from Solapur), the Shree-Vitthal-Rukmini-Temple in Pandharpur (about 75 km from
Solapur), the Shree-Dattatreya-Temple in Ganagapur (about 95 km from Solapur),
and other heritage sites such as Badami, Bijapur, Bagalkot and the Almatti-Dam. In
the past, the Vasco-Bijapur-Solapur train connected Vasco-da-Gama (Goa) and
Solapur. However, this service was discontinued after the broad-gauge conversion
in the 1990s. This train was beneficial for business travellers and pilgrims visiting the
sacred places near Solapur. Its discontinuation has remained a long-standing
concern, with public demand persisting for its restoration to address the connectivity
gap, which impacts business, tourism, and pilgrimage activities. | earnestly request
the Ministry of Railways to reintroduce a direct train service connecting Goa and
Solapur via Madgaon, Sanvordem, Collem, Hubballi, Gadag, Bagalkot, and Bijapur.
This route would significantly ease travel, enhance tourism potential in Goa and
Karnataka, and improve access to Maharashtra’s spiritual and cultural landmarks.

Contents Page t



