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communists want to insult every religion. ...(Interruptions)... Why are they insisting
on this film?

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member, Shri M. Mohamed Abdulla (Tamil Nadu)
associated himself with the matter raised by the hon. Member, Dr. John Brittas.

Now, Shri Mohammed Nadimul Haque - Demand to confer Bharat Ratna to
Indian origin astronaut, Sunita Williams. ...(/nterrupt/ons)... Only what Shri
Mohammed Nadimul Haque says will go on record. ...(/nterruptions)...

Demand to confer Bharat Ratna to Indian origin astronaut Sunita Williams

SHRI MOHAMMED NADIMUL HAQUE (West Bengal): Sir, let us all welcome the safe
return of Crew-9 to Earth after 286 days. They landed back on Earth on March 18",
Let me quote what the hon. C.M., Ms. Mamata Banerjee, said. | quote, “Welcome
Sunita Williams and Butch Wilmore back to Earth, finally and safely after so many
days. Our daughter of India returns to us and we are deeply, deeply happy and
elated. We are profoundly happy for Butch Wilmore also. Hail their courage, hail their
return, hail human glory! | congratulate the rescue team for their overwhelming
support and success.”

(MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.)

A few days after she made this statement, the hon. Chief Minister of West Bengal
spoke at the State Assembly where she demanded that Sunita Williams should be
conferred with the Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian award. This would be a fitting
tribute to her remarkable achievement. Looking at India from space, Sunita Williams
highlighted the Himalayas’ ripple effect, the fishing fleet near Mumbai and Guijarat and
the network of lights visible across the country. The achievement of Sunita Williams
would also make ISRO proud, which was established in 1969. Yes; Great institutions
were built before 2014. The success of Sunita Williams has always been celebrated in
India. Giving her Bharat Ratna would be the ultimate celebration. Sir, let me remind
my fellow Parliamentarians that Sunita Williams was honoured on her visit to India in
2007. Among the many accolades she received, she was also conferred Padma
Bhushan. | do recall the words of Sunita Williams, and, | quote, “There is one lady, |
admire a lot.” In fact, that lady is now with us in Rajya Sabha. Sunita Williams was
referring to Shrimati Sonia Gandhi. Despite all accolades showered on Sunita Williams
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from across the world and the UPA Government in Delhi, ~. A few days ago, she has
expressed her desire to visit her father’s home country and their ancestral village. She
comes from Mehsana District, the same District where hon. Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi, hails from. Let me ask you: ..(Interruptions)... Now, in 2025, we
demand Bharat Ratna for a super achiever with strong Indian and Gujarati roots.
..(Interruptions)..

Rrarel & ST 5187 311V 1 &,
gHIaT AN SIRTETT SR 41 81’

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Hon. Finance Minister. ...(Interruptions)...

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE; AND THE MINISTER OF CORPORATE AFFAIRS
(SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN): Sir, it is one thing to ask for Bharat Ratna for
someone as meritorious as Sunita Williams. But, in the process, casting aspersions,
bringing into the picture people unrelated to the context, and also bringing into the
picture people who, unfortunately, are no longer with us, or who have passed away,
are, absolutely, uncalled for, if | can say in the minimum of words. | think, that portion
of the hon. Member’s speech should be completely taken out of records.
...(/m‘errupz‘/ons)... All of us will be happy to consider Bharat Ratna and other things.
...(/m‘errupz‘/ons)... But, there is no way that reference to any persons, who are no
longer alive, and casting aspersions on the hon. Prime Minster, should be entertained
here. ..(Interruptions).. Those comments must be expunged. SIKIEEINIECACIN
&, we will take them into account and @ BT &1 SITYINL. .. (GETH)....

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, this is not... ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI MOHAMED NADIMUL HAQUE: No, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please. SiI JIRIfTd 92 €, I 7T&] S|, (AGE). ..

The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter raised by the
hon. Member, Shri Mohammed Nadimul Haque: Shri Saket Gokhale (West Bengal),
Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Shri P. Wilson (Tamil Nadu), Dr. Fauzia Khan
(Maharashtra), Dr. Kanimozhi NVN Somu (Tamil Nadu), Shri Haris Beeran (Kerala),
Smt. Jebi Mather Hisham (Kerala), Shri Jose K. Mani (Kerala), Shri Ritabrata

* Not recorded.
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Banerjee (West Bengal), ), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha),
Shri P. P. Suneer (Kerala), Smt. Mausam B Noor (West Bengal), Smt. Sagarika
Ghose (West Bengal), Shri A. A. Rahim (Kerala), Ms. Dola Sen (West Bengal),
Shri Sandosh Kumar P (Kerala), ), Ms. Sushmita Dev (West Bengal), Shri M.
Shanmugam (Tamil Nadu), Shri M. Mohamed Abdulla (Tamil Nadu) and Shri Ramji
(Uttar Pradesh).

Now, Shri Neeraj Dangi - Demand for Removal of 18 per cent GST on
insurance policies for senior citizens. ...(Interruptions)...

Demand for removal of 18 % GST on insurance policies for senior citizens
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