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Need to establish a Millet Board in Bhubaneswar

SHRI SUJEET KUMAR (Odisha): Sir, | rise to bring to the attention, the urgent need
to establish a Millet Board in Bhubaneswar, Odisha. As the world’s largest millet
producer, India contributed 38.4 per cent of global production, totalling 17.32 million
tonnes in 2022-23. Odisha has seen a 125.7 per cent production surge since
launching the Odisha Millets Mission (now Shree Anna Abhiyan) in 2017, with output
projected to reach 226,972 tonnes in 2024. Despite this remarkable progress, our
country still lacks an institutional framework to support farmers, drive research, and
strengthen market linkages.

Establishing a dedicated Millet Board, on the lines of Tea Board or Coffee
Board, is essential to boost production, processing and farmer support through
financial aid, quality seeds, and advanced techniques. This board would bolster
R&D, value addition, and supply chains, ensuring fair pricing and sustainable market
growth. With rising national and global demand for millets due to their nutritional and
environmental benefits, such an institution would play a crucial role in policy
coordination, export promotion, and the overall growth of the millet economy.

Given Odisha’s success in millet production and its commitment to agricultural
innovation, Bhubaneswar stands as the ideal location for this initiative. A Millet Board
would reinforce India’s global leadership in millet cultivation while significantly
benefiting farmers and rural communities.

| urge upon the Government to take immediate steps to establish a Millet Board
in Bhubaneswar, ensuring that this resilient and climate-friendly crop receives the
institutional support it truly deserves.
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