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Now, Shri A.A. Rahim on ‘Demand to Address the Plight of India’s Gig
Workers’; not present. Shri Pramod Tiwari on Concern over Crashing of Indian Stock
Market and its Impact on Investors’; not present. Shri Jaggesh on ‘Demand to
Increase Funding for Renovation Works of Group of Monuments at Hampi’. He will
speak in Kannada.

Demand to increase the funding for renovation works of group of monuments
at Hampi

SHRI JAGGESH (Karnataka): &«Sir, the ancient ruins of Hampi, located on the
banks of the Tungabhadra River in Karnataka, have withstood the test of time. These
ruins are a testament to the grandeur of the Vijayanagara Empire and have rightfully
earned the status of a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Hampi was conquered by the Deccan Muslim Confederacy in 1565, and the
city was subsequently pillaged over a period of six months before being abandoned.
Today, the site boasts over 1,600 surviving structures, including temples, forts, royal
complexes, pillared halls, stables, water systems, gates, and checkpoints. Hampi is
the second most-visited tourist destination in Karnataka, after Mysuru, generating an
average revenue of Rs 4.21 crore annually from ticket sales alone.

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), the agency responsible for the site’s
maintenance, is reportedly lacking adequate funds, putting the preservation of this
historic site at risk. While restoring the lost splendor of Hampi may not be possible, it
is crucial that we at least work to preserve a reminder of its glorious past. Renovation
work on the collapsed portion of Salu Mantapa and at the Krishna Temple, which
began years ago, remains incomplete. Similarly, repair works at the Vijaya Vittala
Temple complex, Achyutaraya Temple, and the Bazaar area have been stalled due to
insufficient funds. Unfortunately, even the revenue collected from ticket sales is not
allocated for restoration efforts. To prevent further deterioration of these monumental
structures, an immediate allocation of at least Rs 25 crore is essential.

Over the past five years, the ASI has received an average of just Rs 1.63 crore
annually from the Central Government for core conservation work at Hampi. The
irregular release of funds has left many restoration projects, some of which are
decades old, unfinished. As a result, the ASI has been forced to focus only on
maintenance and minor repairs to prevent further damage.

& English translation of the original speech delivered in Kannada.
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Given the significance of Hampi as a cultural and historical landmark, it is
imperative that the funding for conservation and restoration be increased and
released without delay. Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the matter raised by the hon. Member Shri Jaggesh: Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha),
Shri Maharaja Sanajaoba Leishemba (Manipur) and Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha).
Shri Sandosh Kumar P. Need to address the problems faced by bank employees.
Shri Sandosh Kumar P. Not present. Shrimati Sangeeta Yadav.

Demand to improve the economic condition of women associated with Self Help
Groups in the country
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