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[ RAJYA SABHA ]

Given the significance of Hampi as a cultural and historical landmark, it is
imperative that the funding for conservation and restoration be increased and
released without delay. Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the matter raised by the hon. Member Shri Jaggesh: Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha),
Shri Maharaja Sanajaoba Leishemba (Manipur) and Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha).
Shri Sandosh Kumar P. Need to address the problems faced by bank employees.
Shri Sandosh Kumar P. Not present. Shrimati Sangeeta Yadav.

Demand to improve the economic condition of women associated with Self Help
Groups in the country
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the matter raised by the hon. Member Smt. Sangeeta Yadav: Shri Sujeet Kumar
(Odisha), Shri Devendra Pratap Singh (Chhattisgarh), Smt. Darshana Singh (Uttar
Pradesh), Shri Dhananjay Bhimrao Mahadik (Maharashtra), Shri Niranjan Bishi
(Odisha) and Dr. Fauzia Khan (Maharashtra). Shri Sant Balbir Singh. Concern over
increasing pollution in the major rivers of the country. Shri Sant Balbir Singh. Not
present. Shri Sujeet Kumar.

Demand to accord Biosphere Reserve status to Gandhamardan Hill, Odisha

SHRI SUJEET KUMAR (Odisha): Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, for allowing
me to speak on this subject. The Gandhamardan Hill Range is an extremely
ecologically sensitive biodiversity region comprising of roughly 200 sg km and
spanning across two districts, Bargarh and Bolangir, in western part of Odisha. Itis a
natural treasure of our country which has unparalleled ecological, biological, spiritual
and cultural heritage. There is an urgent need to conserve this ecological hotspot and
bring it to the national and international attention. As per the Regional Research
Institute of Ayurveda, Bhubaneswar, and the Botanical Survey of India, there are
close to 1,200 species of medicinal plants in the Gandhamardan region of which 300
medicinal plants are actively being used in Ayurveda, Siddha and other branches of
AYUSH. Not just its ecological wealth, but the Gandhamardan Hill Range holds
immense historical, cultural and religious significance. It is believed that Lord
Parshurama stayed in the forests of this mountain range. It is also believed that this
Gandhamardan Hill Range finds mention in the Ramayana. It is believed that during
Treta Yuga, when Lord Hanumana was carrying Sanjivini to revive Lord Lakshmana, a
part of the Sanjivini fell on this forest. Hence, this Gandhmardan Hill Region has very
rich flora and fauna, and has very rich focus on medicinal plants. Sir, also, this hill
region is home to some vulnerable tribal groups, particularly Bhumij, Binjhal and
Gonds, who have resided in this hill region for centuries or rather millenniums. They
have played a crucial role in preserving its natural heritage, traditional knowledge and
they have also been following sustainable practices.

So, through you, | would urge the Ministry of Environment and Forests to take
urgent steps to designate the Gandhamardan Hill Region as a biosphere reserve. My
colleague, Shri Pradeep Purohit, a Member of Lok Sabha from Bargarh, has already
spoken about it in the other august House. Currently, there are 18 designated
biosphere reserves in India; of which, one is in Odisha, that is, Similipal. So, given the
immense ecological, biological, cultural and spiritual significance of the
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