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[RAJYA SABHA]

Demand for speedy completion of Khongsang-Imphal and Jiribam-Imphal Railway
Line Project in Manipur

SHRI MAHARAJA SANAJAOBA LEISHEMBA (Manipur): Thank you, Sir, for giving
me this opportunity. Though Jirilbam-Imphal railway line project was started around a
decade back, it has not been completed yet. Only Jirilbbam to Khongsang portion has
been completed but the remaining portion, that is, from Khongsang to Imphal, is still
incomplete due to many reasons. Manipur being a hilly State, our only connectivity
with other States depends on national highways and airways. During rainy season,
people bringing in of essential commodities and travelling outside along the National
Highways are facing hardships because of bad roads, landslides and extortions by
different armed groups, etc. Besides this, bandhs and economic blockades by
different groups, as a means of giving pressure to the Government to meet their
demands, are becoming their normal practice. The reason why | urge upon this
demand to the Government is that during this ongoing crisis, around 20 lakh valley
people of Manipur could not travel outside the State through the National Highway
and they are facing financial problems for travelling by air due to high prices of
airfares.

Moreover, Sir, the prices of foodgrains and other essential commodities are
also rocketing sky-high. So, the railways have become the only alternative means to
resolve all these problems. In spite of the efforts made by the State and Central
Governments to curb this situation in the State and along the national highways,
unprovoked firings, attacks, killings and abductions of innocent people and extortions
along the national highways are being carried out. To save the lives and properties of
the civilians, many brave jawans have become martyrs and many are injured in the
hands of these illegal immigrants. They are really waging war against the nation with
the help of foreign hands or countries. So, instead of doing appeasement policy and
before it is too late, the Government of India should act with these foreign narco
terrorists or separatists with an iron hand to restore normalcy in the State as well as
along the national highways and complete the Jiribam-Imphal railway line project
positively by 2025 or at the earliest. Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Now, Shrimati Mausam B Noor — Request to
release pending funds to the State of West Bengal used for key welfare and
development schemes such as MNREGA; not present. Shri Sanjay Singh —
Need to implement Fifth Schedule in Hilly Regions of Uttarakhand; not present.
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Shrimati Priyanka Chaturvedi — Concern over poor implementation of Regional
Connectivity Scheme - UDAN’; not present. Dr. Ashok Kumar Mittal — Need for
insurance sector reforms to ensure fairness and accessibility; not present.

Concern over the problems faced by ASHA Workers appointed under National
Health Mission
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the matter raised by hon. Member, Shri Mahendra Bhatt: Shri Naresh Bansal
(Uttarakhand) and Dr. Kalpana Saini (Uttarakhand).

Proposed mega power project by China on the Brahmaputra River

SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA (Assam): Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman,
Sir, for allowing me to raise a very important issue relating to the people of North-
Eastern Region in general and Assam in particular. River Brahmaputra is our lifeline
and the Brahmaputra Valley Civilization is one of the ancient civilizations of the world.
Now, we are very much concerned because of the proposed/initiative taken by China
to build world’s largest mega power generation projects on the River Brahmaputra. It
will be a great threat to our Brahmaputra Valley Civilization. It will be a great threat to
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