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[ RAJYA SABHA ]

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the matter raised by Shrimati Dharmshila Gupta: Shri Maharaja Sanajacba Leishemba
(Manipur), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Shrimati Kiran Choudhry (Haryana),
Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha), Shrimati Sadhna Singh (Uttar Pradesh), Shri Naveen
Jain (Uttar Pradesh), Dr. Parmar Jashvantsinh Salamsinh (Gujarat), Shri Kunwar
Ratanjeet Pratap Narayan Singh (Uttar Pradesh), Dr. Sangeeta Balwant (Uttar
Pradesh), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu) and Shri M. Mohamed Abdulla (Tamil
Nadu).

Demand to declare Ganga Sagar Mela in Bengal as a National Fair

SHRIMATI MAMATA THAKUR (West Bengal): %Sir, the Gangasagar Mela is one of
the largest spiritual gatherings in the world, second in size only to the Kumbh Mela,
yet it holds significant importance of its own. This annual fair takes place on Makar
Sankranti, whereas the Kumbh Mela occurs every four years at designated locations,
with one specific site hosting it every twelve years.

The long history of the Gangasagar Mela is acknowledged in various historical
accounts. This event is linked to the ancient trade routes of East India in the Indian
Ocean, associated with Greco-Boman commerce. For Hindu devotees, the
Gangasagar Mela is a vital festival of faith, imbued with deep astrological and
mythological significance. Ancient Indian texts, including the Ramayana,
Mahabharata, and Kalidasa's Raghuvamsa, make references to the fair, along with
figures such as Kapil Muni and the island of Sagar Dwip.

Every year, hundreds of thousands of devotees from across India and around
the world gather to take a holy dip during this significant event. This year, more than
one crore devotees visited the Ganga Sagar Mela, and this number is expected to
continue rising. The State Government of West Bengal has implemented numerous
initiatives to ensure comfortable travel, accommodation, and safety for all pilgrims.
Remarkably, the entire cost is covered by the State Government, with no financial
contribution from the Government of India. Given the uniqueness, significance,
magnitude, and spiritual depth of the Ganga Sagar Mela, | urge the Central
Government to grant it the status of a National Mela. If a similar incident to the
Kundcenter issue had occurred at Ganga Sagar, multiple teams from the center
would have already arrived in Bengal.

& English translation of the original speech delivered in Bengali.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the matter raised by hon. Member, Shrimati Mamata Thakur: Shrimati Sagarika
Ghose (West Bengal), Shrimati Priyanka Chaturvedi (Maharashtra), Shri Niranjan
Bishi (Odisha), Shri Subhasish Khuntia (Odisha), Ms. Sushmita Dev (West Bengal),
Shrimati Mausam B Noor (West Bengal), Shri Prakash Chik Baraik (West Bengal),
Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Shrimati Mahua Maji
(Jharkhand), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shri Ritabrata Banerjee (West Bengal),
Shri Saket Gokhale (West Bengal), Shri Mohammed Nadimul Haque (West Bengal),
Shrimati Jebi Mather Hisham (Kerala) and Shri M. Mohamed Abdulla (Tamil Nadu).

Demand to take preventive measures for increasing incidents of road accidents
occurring on National Highways

it Te farst (o) : A SYFHTA AEIed, H JMdT & U faRiy
HCHT DI AR MBI DHRAT AT sl 20 fSHaR DI, STAYR & HDHRIST geTdh H
T /7 SR & FSh R Feld Y ST o ST ¥, IHP IS A drel] a9 H o7
AT 93 U, I ST 7T 3R I § W) S STeld Ief Y1 9 UhR A 40 AR 6T STt
ST I GHIG 81 IR eI, 39 40 ST T STt TS 3R 9gd JHAr 4l ga
9 JHAM B U Bl HRYT AT b et BI85 e 8, Sl fScell W SIAYR BIdHR 3TTHR
TP ST 8, T8 IR SRR 3SR & A # Jidiel § U Yo IR i Feligaiiary
I AT, I8 95 @id CIgH o UfST 2 3R 981 i aR% ¥ fhd 3R Herd 2
ABISY, 81 R dIF-dR ¢ b Sfthdh SITH Y&l &1 I8 ShY I8l UR 3MT 3R 3eR I
g T UR 3 gTell AR ST A SHIT, [Tqa! aofg A $dD A1 el dlel I8 AN
e Qe 1Y STelhR 1 B Y| I81 I8 Ueh T8 g9] FHRIT & 3R gD DRI g
J gfRTScH 81 Y &l

IUFHIITT ST, § hael I Yfedse &I 9 81 BR 8T §, H 3N Ig I
e =T arEar § o el U Arall | ISHRT 1R 3R aTh! §41 T W1 [t
S H 7 ARG, 77 EOIR ART HSh GECHISN H AN Y &1 ABIGd, A aTall & A1ef-H1ef
2 ST T fIhotivT 81 ST 8, ST WY Siia WX &) G971 ¥&dl 21 59 94 919l Bl
S U H I el 18l § (b Sl 31 AT g Bl &, S 4 Sl Jog ol 4
Bt €, ITH 43.7 UG 977 A& gHcARN & BRI Bkt 81 7EIey, 39 99
EGEIT H 4 & Sl T I BRY T, ITH I b 954 g1 BRI A$H guelg 4l 5|
A (I TSH Sft 1 Sk G491 H el Wl AT b Tedh GEeISI &b BRI Q2 Bl
Bfd WRI 21 H g7 94l gl Bl &I H @ g ARGR ¥ e o1 g fd
3T B R WY SHR AT a8 9 &, b Alcid o] UhR A UrRIerd 8f 3R
ITh! GREAT BT & IGHR - 1A T 9189 I GRId I8, 9 UhR Bl Uh
LT I ST ST
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