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days, it has grown to a national festival in many ways where you find national
craftsmen, dance performances, weaving and self-help groups. Tribals participate in
this fair and sell their produce. Our hon. ex-Chief Minister and my leader, Mr. Naveen
Patnaik, had declared it a State function and had requested the Central Government
to accord it a national festival status.

Bali Yatra finds a mention in the speech of our hon. Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi ji, when he visited Indonesia. He recalls this festival in Odisha which
links India to Southeast Asia in Indonesia for thousands of years. This maritime travel
was specifically for Bali, Sumatra, Java, Borneo, South-East Asia, Sri Lanka and
Malaysia. This year, the Government of India sent a delegation of Excellencies from
all the embassies to visit this fair. As it already finds mention in our hon. Prime
Minister's speech in Indonesia, | request, through you, Sir, to the Culture and
Tourism Minister to declare this festival a national festival. | am sure if anyone
amongst these colleagues of mine has visited Odisha at this particular time, he will
remember an age-old ancient tradition which is still practised. Sir, | thank you and
through you, | request the Culture and Tourism Minister to immediately accord it the
status of national festival.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the matter raised by the hon. Member, Shri Debashish Samantaray: Shri Muzibulla
Khan (Odisha), Shri Subhasish Khuntia (Odisha), Shrimati Priyanka Chaturvedi
(Maharashtra), Shri Ajit Kumar Bhuyan (Assam), Shri Saket Gokhale (West
Bengal), Shri Ritabrata Banerjee (West Bengal), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu),
Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Shri Sujeet Kumar (Odisha), Shri Niranjan Bishi
(Odisha), Shri Anil Kumar Yadav Mandadi (Telangana), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala),
Shrimati Sulata Deo (Odisha) and Shri Prakash Chik Baraik (West Bengal).

Demand to transform the drainage of railway line underpasses in the country
for water conservation
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the matter raised by the hon. Member, Ms. Kavita Patidar: Shri Maharaja Sanajaoba
Leishemba (Manipur), Dr. Fauzia Khan (Maharashtra), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil
Nadu), Shri Ram Chander Jangra (Haryana), Shrimati Geeta alias Chandraprabha
(Uttar Pradesh), Shrimati Ramilaben Becharbhai Bara (Gujarat), Ms. Indu Bala
Goswami (Himachal Pradesh), Dr. Kalpana Saini (Uttarakhand), Shri Babubhai
Jesangbhai Desai (Gujarat), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Shri Naresh Bansal
(Uttarakhand), Shri Sanjeev Arora (Punjab), Shri Neeraj Shekhar (Uttar Pradesh),
Shrimati Darshana Singh (Uttar Pradesh), Shri Sadanand Mhalu Shet Tanavade
(Goa), Dr. Sumer Singh Solanki (Madhya Pradesh), Shrimati Sumitra Balmik
(Madhya Pradesh), Dr. Radha Mohan Das Agrawal (Uttar Pradesh) and Shri M.
Mohamed Abdulla (Tamil Nadu).

Concern over the adverse impact of climate change on agriculture

SHRI S. SELVAGANABATHY (Puducherry): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, the global
climate change has affected every walk of life, especially affecting agriculture in many
ways. The effect on agriculture is a serious problem since it is affecting the food
security of the people. Till recently, rainfall patterns had been uniform and
predictable. Therefore, farmers have been cultivating in a set pattern called Kharif and
Rabi seasons. But, because of the erratic weather pattern caused by climate change,
the rainfall pattern has completely changed. There are unseasonal downpours in
unexpected dry periods. These have upset the crop growth. Crops have been
affected by unexpected heavy downpours and floods, causing great loss to the
farmers. Often, the Government has to extend financial compensation to the farmers
during such occasions. As a result, the food production declines and the Government
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