RAJYA SABHA

Thursday, the 11 th December, 2003/20 Agrahayana, 1925 (Saka)
The House met at eleven of the clock,

MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Working group on minimum wages

*141. SHRI C. RAMACHANDRATIAH:
SHRI ABANI ROY:f

Will the Minister of LABOUR be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Working Group on Minimum Wages (WGMW) has
recommended minimum wage of Rs. 66/-per day to the labourer;

(b) if so, what are the details thereof; and

(c) whether Government have received complaints regarding non-
payment of wages at Government prescribed rates from various quarters, and
if so, what steps Government propose to take to ensure the payment of
minimum wage of Rs. 66/-per day to the labourer?

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR (SHRI SAHIB SINGH VERMA): (a) to
(c) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement .

(a) to (c) The Working Group was set up to go into the Codification of the
Concept of Minimum Wages, listing out Guidelines based on Critical Evaluation
of Various Parameters and also to Study the Problems in Implementation of
Minimum Wages by Central Advisory Board constituted under Section 8§ of
the Minimum Wages Act. It has recommended the norms in terms of 3
Consumption units and per capita requirement of food, clothing, fuel, lighting
and miscellaneous items including children's education, medical requirement
etc. as determined

1The question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Shri Abani Roy.
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by the results of quinquennial Consumer Expenditure Survey for Rural Areas
conducted by National Sample Survey Organisation. The Working Group
worked out afresh the national minimum wage at Rs. 66/-per day based on
these norms to be applicable to unskilled labour in respect of each employment.
No decision has been taken by the Government regarding acceptance of the
report of the Working Group.

The Minimum Wages Act, 1948 provides for enforcement of minimum
wages in scheduled employments. It is secured both at the Central and the
State sphere. The Inspectors, who are appointed to ensure implementation of
the Act, conduct regular inspections and whenever they come across any case
of less payment or non-payment of minimum wages, they advise the employers
to make payment of shortfall of wages. In case of non-adherence, there are legal
and penal provisions in the Act against the defaulting employers.

SHRI ABANI ROY: Sir, in part (c) of my question, I have mentioned
whether the Government have received complaints regarding non-payment of
wages at Government-prescribed rates. If so, how many complaints have been
received by it, and how many employers have been punished for non-payment
of wages? This is my first question.

SHRI SAHIB SINGH VERMA: Sir, the first part of the question is not like this.
The first part of the question is 3 &RIT LT FOIGR] el BRIG 1 S HbI B 66
TIY FRIE Bt RLATH Forge &1 RIBIRE 3 872 Joiaedt =iRT &1 82 And,
the third is &RIT AXBR GRT fAfEd SR WX AOIGY B AT 7 B & Ade §
WHR Bl fafir=1 aaf & Rrerad wrd g8 €2 This is the third part of the
question. If you want to know as to how many people have been punished in
this regard, exactly T I DI gEH waﬁ%-aﬁa@mméﬁﬁaﬁ
M minimum wages &, Y90 WRGRI §RI SHGT Yrad fbar <ar 81 J49
R Bl W AR ¥ el fo@er w8l € {6 Sl ol § U Ryfa 2
ﬁ?‘:lTrl—c‘Rﬁ BT minimum wages 8! feTd 2 3R IHHT enforcememt dgd fgae
&l 81 have personally requested the Chief Ministers in this regard. I have also
written letters to most of the Chief Ministers.
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S I 91 HEd gY Al 8 I8! © [P By Il § IHBT SIHCIN Sl
TRE ¥ 7Tl 81 ¥&T 81 <18 db inspections P 91d ?, fopaq inspections g ﬁ?q
2, 3R AT 9a ITedl A1 39a! f$eed § § Fahal g

SHRI ABANI ROY: Sir, my second question is about the inspectors. It is
found that in various States, the inspectors are not taking the matter seriously,
and sometimes, the workers suffer. In that case, what steps is the Central
Government taking against this type of 'Inspector Raj'?

it wifee Rie qat-awraf geieyr, 09 91 59 9aTd &7 5119 § gl o
B g1 § [ 750 ARBN......(ATaET)....

N FUTIRT 3T UEHeR FEvad & b Sl T $qP] UTel T8l R
RET 8, STh AR H 3MTY R IeI X8 €7

it wifee Rig aabad9 S & IR 7 9ar g1 H4 ma™ & © 6 o
W H eI B3N &, S Wwed & IR H BN U RSB 31l 81 #7 I
gt &1 fafgat fodt 2 sk aafhd vu & W #7 S99 qradia @ & fo
SHP] SIHCIM BIFT A18Y| I 91 319 el &8 V8 © [P $o Il 3
inspection & foTT BaT 717 8 foh AT IRHe & DI inspections &l BT, Tt
Ry Y HET-Pel R 21 g8 a1d W) el & [ B3 I15d § minimum wages dgd
F8 I R Wt §7 99) g3l | 98 - B national floor level TR §H
fUgel |l 50 BT HREATAT AT F& A+ ggel ST&l minimum wages 50 ST I
TET 91, =1 B4R P+ R 39 50 BT {37 59 §9 ¥8T 2 7EH vz ey
Eﬁlﬁ%ﬂwQﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ@ﬁmﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬂ?ﬁmﬁmenforoemem
21 81 ¥&T ¥ 3R Sl T RUIE 2118 & 66 YT B, 3117 39 R T dR W@ 8, 3R
B SHBI 66 BUY B ST IB 8, 19 ARG Bl gARI HIfET 81 <ifeh §:@ &l a1a
IE B b 66 TUT AT 8H B < odfb 1t T national floor level TR 50 YT
minimum wages &I Gl implementation &l BIET Bl

it uTafa: =it Sft, S A o TR ©, S 59 HaY § AR) a=erait
BT UTeT -Ta] B YET &, T 3T STch T8 gl Hbal &7

it wrfee Rig aat-auraf 98ie, -9 O 9t Sve W) § «fee
... (STIE)....

it uTafa: s wiferarie § ST 719 Iarsul
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it wfea R gat.ardt s § 919 Far1 =1g ... (FaET)....
Y yuTafr:ardl @l a1 781, a1y Q1 forRe g

ot wfeq fag aah: oa =1 @1 § T 91 Fba g Afeh H wean g
...(TFE)....

it Iy ey a1 wIferamie | S1a19 © R B, (U, ..

SHRI RAMACHANDRA KHUNTIA: He is telling that the Government has
given directions. How can he say ... (Interruptions).. .This is against the
Constitution.

SHRI A. VIJAYA RAGHAVAN: This is not good ...(Interruptions)...

it |uTaferamy 91 o1y IS, ... (Faegm). ..
i} 5] IRAR:FHTIRT HBIGD, ... (JIET). ..

Mt wumfad ge & FR @ gl OAA S, MY TH BM PIOY
er o (FTIITT).... MY T e Ie QI RF-Ro Rew 71 78 fvar &

A AR B SHD! a1 S G

Y wrfes Rre aat: e &1 3 g ml

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: Sir, this is a matter which is related to
the most downtrodden sections. Even in the Government-sponsored
employment generation schemes they are not getting the minimum wages.
This money is coming and going from the Central Government. So, may I
know from the hon. Minister whether he would devise a special mechanism to
ensure minimum wages in the Government-sponsored employment
generation schemes?

it wfes g awt.an e 872

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: Sir, this is the attitude of the Ministry
...(Interruption)...

SHRI SAHIB SINGH VERMA: Could you, please, repeat the question?

Nt |umafasTer w@vaT & f6 dod Taade § ft SEi-oei ) T
THIATSHE BIAT &, I AR &I R afsreT fireran & a1 781 e 21
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SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: Let there be a special mechanism
because in most of the States, the labourers are not getting the minimum wages.
It was reported when there was demand for drought.

it wifeq g aaf: @, Sigi W ff Ao Tamidie d S B &, I SHTE
TR B G 8, S8 bal | 9 g e e & 99 W) 89 9 drifare!
B &1 Aol TaTHS § ST8T AT B B & a81 | B=Hd a7t & Rrerrd
I BH B, $ SRR ¢ T 98 A o

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: But it was reported in the newspapers that
they were not getting the minimum wages even in the Government-sponsored
employment generation programmes. That is the thing that needs to be
ensured. Have you got any special mechanism for that? That is my specific

question and that needs to be answered.
SHRI SAHIB SINGH VERMA: We are doing that.

it guafSie 2

it THT AR BIRTE: FUIRT 7RISy, | MUd HIEgH | AT HAT St
{ ST =18 § [ Sl dRISd S & 394 Y dRdl 397 Wd B o, 9
& AN B 2RG W Bl ® 3R R prdea @t RUIE ol ® S99 R &I
HIIATE! el Sidil 21 § A H31 ST {1 978 g b dried &f JifeT
B RUIE MU oe el 3R ST P IHUR 3N Hd T hifel il ?

sft wifee R aatavafa we8igy, srice & ot R g € 39
ATET WA 81 §AT €, T4 &l He I Ugel S9! RUIS 371§ &1 $9db gud a1a
T U WRERI & AR BT gAY 39 R g4t Bl g AN U dgd
USargoR! SHC FAHA afRTST O Bl & SH®T 894 T8+ &R T B 31 atelt
19 TRIG BI, 3T 19 fEHFR BTSB! HET & IR Hifew & 91 39 R fAoig
CThR P SHD] AT BN |

it wumafar: St B

it AAreT WA 8ISy, 984 IR Ufeetd daex sfSvefdh #
Pigde TR ofdR Bl G fSIT 9I1AT 81 T8 FHigde oa ufedtd daex e
H BT FRA T, IAD! T IRTS Tae & AR da e 331 ST g1 F/9
IE THIPd &7 IR I8 19 8 Al 59 fI9T IR -1 BRI AT 0BT &GIRT HAT Sff
N B BIRT BRA?




RAJYA SABHA [11 December, 2003]

it e Rig aat: 9wl weigy, digde ofar & fof uga forgax &
ST IS 8, TR $RAT Il © b I8 qR e afsrst 311 o &gl 9
for i aforst 9121 <7 @Y Rrarad a1l 8 Y S96 T | FHekil b 89 e
P < © SR SBT3l 9 < B

*142. [The questioner (Shri KB. Krishna Mutiny) was absent. For
answer vide page 34-35.]

*143. [The questioner (Shri Dipankar Mukherjee) was absent. For
answer vide page 35.]

Legislation on minimum wages

*144. SHRIMATI BIMBA RAIKAR: Will the Minister of LABOUR be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are contemplating a legislation providing for
minimum wages for workers in the unorganised sectors including rag-pickers
and rickshaw pullers;

(b) the rationale behind leaving out domestic workers from the ambit of
this proposed legislation; and

(c) whether the trade unions have expressed reservations over the
legislation for lack of implementing mechanism and the fact that it requires
contributions from beneficiaries?

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR (SHRI SAHIB SINGH VERMA): (a) to
(c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (c) There already exists a Legislation namely the Minimum Wages
Act, 1948 which provides for fixation, revision and enforcement of minimum
wages in respect of the workers engaged in the scheduled employments,
mostly in the unorganized sector, both in the Central and State sphere. Rag
pickers and Rickshaw pullers are not included in the scheduled employment.
The domestic workers are also not included under the Minimum Wage Act,
1948 as they are not engaged in production activities as relating to the industrial
units or establishments.



