RAJYA SABHA [1 August, 2003]

A T ATST I8 IR 3T & Pl 31 P 3R T8 A B ... (HGLTH). ..

2} TeAlTae I : U IR 1 AT d1l I8 & b P HIedeH °e a
gl

st gl : St ©, 81T |

it eircaet a1 : R ) 89T T $a1 SITET & | I8 A1 379 A9 |
T fARIETHI 1 e RIGRITRET 3§ Al WRT &, 3177 $HD] U8 dr A $7hR B
T8 21 I8! AR oy 9 a1 &1 fawy & {6 AR 9ra 91 9 s dreaRH
HC 8 &, AN & YT U1 e & $9fery d WIS e U1 R® &1 5P ol b
Wl 98 T © MR 3HF qras AT TS Rt &l it war1 U971 81 %81 8,
P! T W SR BX I8 81 I8 A1 31 F {77 U Rrepe aRFRAfY Y1 87
TS

it gumafy : S 2, S Bl

2} gEIed ARV ATEd : GHURT HBIGY, S Y2 A1 S I3
e 21 sHe< WAl Ueh T 31T B & O ey R 3R 3= Aol &l g
SIH S SATI] TN o 3R 371 W1 ¥ gl & <l g Il W1 ve &

Foreign universities

*184. SHRI NANA DESHMUKH: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) what is the number of foreign universities that are operating
in one way or the other in India giving details of the number and the
name of country of their origin; and

(b) what precautions have been taken to grant approval to such
foreign universities before their entry in India?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
(DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI): (a) and (b) A statement is laid on the
Table of the House.
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Statement

(a) and (b) A recent study of three leading newspapers in which
advertisements of foreign universities were published, conducted by
National Institute of Education Planning and Administration (NIEPA),
revealed that 50 universities of USA, 39 universities of UK, 26
universities of Australia and 7 universities of New Zealand are
marketing their programmes in India. Various types of arrangements
ranging from franchise, tie-ups, twinning to external campus are on
offer.

According to an earlier survey, Association of Indian Universities
(AIU), scanned 14 national newspapers over a six-month period (1st
July-31st Dec 2000) for advertisements, by foreign education
providers, related to higher education opportunities. According to this
survey, 144 foreign universities/colleges/institutions were offering
various courses of study to the Indian students. Out of them 117
offered programmes on their home campuses and the remaining 27
were conducting programmes in India through their Indian partners.
The largest number of these institutions were from UK (53) and
Australia (40) followed by USA (24), Canada (7) and New Zealand (5).
The remaining institutions were from various other countries like
Bulgaria, Cyprus, Hong Kong, France, Ireland, Mauritius, Nepal,
Russia and Switzerland.

The University Grants Commission (UGC) has proposed
regulations for entry and operation of foreign universities/educational
institutions in India and necessary amendments to the UGC Act are
under consideration of Government.

However, All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) has
issued Regulations for entry and operation of foreign universities/
institutions in India imparting technical education. According to these
regulations "no foreign university/institution shall establish/operate its
educational activity in India leading to award of diplomas/degrees
including post-graduate and doctoral without the express permission/
approval of the Council". Further, any Application for registration of
foreign universities/institutions imparting/intending to impart technical
education in India shall be inter-alia accompanied with the No
objection certificate from the concerned Embassy in India,
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Accreditation certificate of the foreign university/institution by the
authorised agency in the parent country and an undertaking from the
foreign university/institution stating that the degree/diplomas awarded
to the students in India is recognised in the parent country etc.
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DR. KARAN SINGH: Mr. Chairman, Sir, one of the reasons why
there is a demand for foreign universities is that our universities are
always unable to meet the demand. There has been a longstanding
scheme to enable the private universities in India to function in order
to fulfil the demand. So far, the universities are the monopoly of the
State. In a democratic world private universities also have an
important role to play. Now, for some reason the hon. Minister seems
to be reluctant to bring the Private Universities Bill before the
Parliament. May | enquire from him, through you, Sir, as to when he is
going to bring forth the Private Universities Bill and whether, instead
of being so reluctant, he will show a little enthusiasm and bring forth
the Bill quickly?
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SHRI R. SHUNMUGASUNDARAM: Sir, | would like to know

from the hon. Minister whether there is any proposal from the
Government side to invite any foreign university which offers
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specialised course on any particular science subject which is not offered
by our universities in India.

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSHI: There is no such proposal
before the Government. If there is any such course which is not
available in this country and which is available outside, the
Government will try to introduce that course in the country itself.

Srinagar rail project
*185. SHRIMATI AMBIKA SONI:f
DR. ABRAR AHMED:
Will the Minister -of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the prestigious Srinagar rail project is progressing
as per schedule;

(b) if so, its status as on date; and
(¢) by when the first train is expected to reach Kashmir?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI NITISH KUMAR): (a) to
(c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the Sabha.

Statement

(a) and (b) There are two new rail line projects in progress in
Jammu & Kashmir for providing rail connection from Jammu to
Baramulla via Katra, Qazigund, Srinagar. The status of the two projects
is as under:

(i) JAMMU-UDHAMPUR (53.6 KM)-Jammu to Bajalta (11 km)
has already been completed. In the remaining section,
earthwork and tunneling has been completed. Bridge work,
track Jinking and other works are in progress. The project is
targeted for completion by March 2004.

(i) UDHAMPUR-SRINAGAR-BARAMULLA (287 km)-This
project is under progress in three phases as under:

1The question was actually asked on the floor of the House by Shrimati
Ambika Soni.
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