[23 July, 2003] RAJYA SABHA

mmediately introduce a direct flight from Delhi to Vijayawada via Hyderabad
or Visakhapatnam or Tirupati.

Visakhapatnam has got two huge public sector undertakings - Steel
Plant and Shipyard - apart from other units. It is called 'Steel City' of India.
But, here, we have only one aircraft flying from Delhi via Bhubaneswar and is
taking three-and-a-half hours to reach Visakhapatnam. Hence, | request
Government of India for introducing a direct flight daily from Delhi to
Visakhapatnam immediately. Thank you.

[THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair]

IIFUTIF : HERTST ST, IR AT DIg THRT T8l 81 I lwill call
Shri LaIitbhai' Mehta because DI Hal UUlg<HC aﬂ%ﬂ’ ST S | ERECICE

g i |

Demand for rejection of proposed hike in natural gas price

SHRI LALITBHAI MEHTA (Gujarat): There is no international
benchmarking of price for gas. Gas is not an internationally-tradable
commodity for which international parity can be established. Indigenous
natural gas should be priced on cost plus basis formula of ONGC or GAIL.

Under the pretext of dismantling of administered price mechanism
from 1.4.2002, the price of natural gas is likely to be increased on parity with
fuel oil/LSHS, which is totally uncalled for.

Gujarat State produces power in many power stations using natural
gas. If the price of natural gas, which is Rs.2.85 per SCM, is increased to
Rs.5.80 per SCM, the additional burden on account of fuel cost to the Gujarat
State Electricity Board would be to the- tune of Rs.750/- crores.

Power forms an important input for industry and agriculture. Industry
is passing through a very difficult period in Gujarat because of the recession
world over. Agriculture has also suffered due to natural calamities in the last
five years in Gujarat. The power tariff in Gujarat is already higher than in other
States of our country due to thermal power generation on a big scale.
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The Gas Authority of India's proposal to increase the price of the gas
has no base. Business considerations, on the other hand, call for reduction in
gas price as was done by the Gujarat State Petroleum Corporation by
reducing gas price from US $ 3.45 to US $ 3.11 MCF.

The Government of India should turn down the proposal of GAIL.
The economy of Gujarat State should not be allowed to cripple because of
increase in gas price.

SHRIMATI SAVITA SHARDA (Guijarat): Sir, | associate myself with
the Special Mention made by Shri Lalitbhai Mehta.

SHRI JAYANTILAL BAROT (Guijarat): Sir, | also associate myself
with the Special Mention made by Shri Lalitbhai Mehta.

PROF. ALKA BALRAM KSHATRIYA (Gujarat): Sir, | also associate
myself with the Special Mention made by Shri Lalitbhai Mehta.

spread of T.B. in Mewat region of Haryana
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