[30 July, 2003] RAJYA SABHA

SHRI SHATRUGHAN SINHA: Madam, | move :
That the Bill be passed.
The question was put and the motion was adopted.
SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Shipping is healthy for the economy.

SHRI SHATRUGHAN SINHA: You are wonderful, Sir. | really thank
all of you. Thank you very much.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI P. PRABHAKAR REDDY) : Now, Shri
Rajnath Singh, hon. Minister for Agriculture, to make a statement regarding
Price Policy for Kharif Crops of 2003-2004 season.

STATEMENT BY MINISTER
Price Policy for Kharif Crops of 2003-2004 Season.

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI RAJNATH SINGH): Sir,
the Government has fixed the Minimum Support Prices (MSPs) for Fair
Average Quality (FAQ) of Kharif Crops of 2003-2004 season. The MSP of
paddy common and paddy Grade-A has been raised by Rs. 20 each as
compared to the previous year and fixed at Rs. 550 and Rs. 580 per quintal
respectively.

The MSPs of Jowar, Bajra, Maize and Ragi have been raised by Rs.
20 each and fixed at Rs. 505 per quintal as against Rs. 485 per quintal fixed
for the previous year.

The MSP of Arhar (Tur) has been raised to Rs. 1360 per quintal as
against Rs. 1320 per quintal for the previous year, thus marking an increase
of Rs. 40 per quintal. Similarly, the MSPs of Moong and Urad have been
raised by "Rs. 40 per quintal as compared to the previous year. The Minimum
Support Price of groundnut-in-shell has been fixed at Rs. 1400 per quintal
marking an increase of Rs.-45-per Quintal as compared to the last year.
Similarly, the MSPs of soyabean (yellow) and soyabean (black) have
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been raised by Rs.45 per quintal and fixed at Rs.930 and Rs.840 per quintal
respectively.

The MSP of sunflower seed has been raised from Rs.1195 per
quintal last year to Rs.1250 per quintal for the 2003-04 season, marking an
increase of Rs.55 per quintal.

As compared to the last year, the MSPs of sesamum and Nigerseed
have been fixed at Rs. 1485 per quintal and Rs.1155 per quintal respectively
marking an increase of Rs.35 per quintal.

The MSP of cotton (F-414/H-777/J-34) and (H-4) varieties have been
raised by Rs.50 per quintal as compared to the previous year.

It is expected that the increases effected in the MSPs of the kharif
crops will encourage the farmers for increasing the production and productivity
of the crops in the country and will also encourage the farmers in
diversification of crops.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI P. PRABHAKAR REDDY): Now, Shri
Moolchand Meena will seek his clarifications.

it e T8 WO (ISR : ITFHTIE Sil, BT AT SN 1 WE B HAA b
fore Tmeie g O v 21 59 forg & w31 ST &1 g=gare <1 918 § & =i
P & f2d @1 919 2! 21 ifdh § o Fded a1 a1 § o omst $i & are
S 98 TS & 13 3MTaeT IB HT god Wl HH BIT © | 3 SR, qIR], HabT & 414
WY 91V & § I8 I18d1 § b 399 f6dH & 5l rid 2 , 98 QX T8l 8l 8 39y
9 9 I B 19 WUY ¥ TR HUY FeTY 3MR I8 W 7Y B [ WHR g9 T |
P W 39 USTaR & WIS | 89 Y "INd PR <l & IR TRBR 59 WIS 78] 8 Al
I Y B HINT BRI PT DI Fid Te] I8 S | ST ARBR I T BN AR AT
g8 9a & 3 FHT He¥ S 89 Bl b Y [BU §, T WPR 39 BAal Dl
G ?

it o % < HRIGY, H AT e B Wb Bl FHTET HRAT Al § |
ST S P81 [ P AN God 39 a9 4 96 8, § I8 o1 a1 b PN AN g
PIs W gl 7o gs © il S8l AP YT AT AT BT U 8 I8 1992-97, 7 Uid
YT H TTE[ 8.7 URT T, T8 UR 1998-2003 H I8 Hddl 4.5 URIT VBT 2| I} §HAR] ARPR
DI 8 BIRTL & I B ATh Tidhoardl sYCH § HHI A1g Y | g H&H & A
HERT BT SATHRI BRI e 37971 -andt




[30 July, 2003] RAJYA SABHA

B B 9 BARI WRBR ¥ I8 Han fhar © 6 g dF o) S e 3% $9% 14 ¢ 18
URYIC 3T HRAT AT SHB! AR SIS PR 9 YRS qeb ol BT BTH bl & | - &
T AT I TP edd SRETH U8d 14 T 18 TRUC T i1 g W et &
Qfp SR ARPR I8 G Hel FaRAT R &1 8 fdh 9 T 11 IRIE < 3P o3¢ W
Sacy oAl IR Tiideard gReiied AR [HAM! @1 U< 81 Wb | gal el il
S @ DI & I8 I8 & b MR quic e Raeiar &= & arage ff afe g9r
el @I wifhe § ITd UISYH B, I7d SIS DI, I 3N & oy IRT HHa
e el 8 a1 o IR R S e A1 TE1 @iie i ? § g ey H aqrn anedn §
P oAl H A1 I8 Faven § o g9 wdie avd 2, S ueie g, sRarn 2, &y w7,
S A1 A WIE Bl §1 39 B Pl B SN ATh AT B AT ISl 81 B
HTAT Ve AT SFSAT 3T T & AFAR S8l TP a9 A I8 fhami $I I
B & & oIy MRIRHAT &1 B S |

SHRI M. V. RAJASEKHARAN (Karnataka) : Thank you, Mr. Vice-
Chairman Sir. As far as the price structure is concerned, which has been
enhanced by the hon. Minister for Agriculture, | would certainly like to
congratulate him. But the point is, in some of these prices, | am sure the
Government has taken into consideration the running inflation rate. Now, as
far as the inputs are concerned, one would always find, at any time, that the
rates of inputs are going up. The Government has come forward to give some
benefits. But their rates have not been reduced. Now, the benefits should
have been transferred to the farmers. This is not happening.

The second point is, as far as procurement is concerned, the hon.
Minister mentioned that the Food Corporation of India would come to the aid
of the farmers. Now, here again, the problem is that the FCI would move
slowly, with the result that the farmers would lose everything. By that time, the
farmers would already have sold their produce with a distress sale. What is it
that the Government is going to do to prevent this distress sale?

My last point, Sir, is that while fixing the prices, | am sure the hon.
Minister has taken into consideration various other inputs, including labour.
On one side, the Labour Ministry is coming forward with a Bill for giving
minimum wages to the agricultural labour. Has the hon. Minister taken this
into account while fixing the price?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI P. PRABHAKAR REDDY) : Mr.
Minister, there is only one more Member left. Would you like to give your reply
after hearing him?
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SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI (Tamil Nadu) : Hon. Mr. Wee-
Chairman, Sir, | have only two small questions. One is this : the minimum
support price for paddy common and paddy Grade-A has been raised by Rs.
20 per quintal each now. Sir, already there are some drought-affected areas.
Some drought relief price of Rs. 20, was already given, over and above the
price fixed by MSP. | would like to know from the hon. Minister whether the
drought relief price would also be given separately, apart from the price fixed
now, because still drought is prevalent in the whole country. In my own State,
except one district, all other areas have been declared as drought-affected
areas. Therefore, | wish to know whether the drought relief price, which is Rs.
20 per quintal, will be now given or not. That is the first question.

My second question is, regarding the de-centralized purchase
systems of paddy, what are the norms that you have laid down for the -State
Governments?

it o g oo, # 1o ST S A ARl @l Siwrsi o
FATIT B B HIRTE HET | G a1 I8 T Wl fhar 11 2 6 g7Yed 31 dive
ARG DI PR b ATaSfe 9 B! 81 B I8! 81 olfh § qsial g b pls Wl AR e,
B IRGR IE AT & 6 TR T8] T I BT MR a¢ | IS ff TR T2, et +ff
JISTHIE T B I8 | 39 T dl 86 AT A9 © I I8 BRI o I8 & Hifd gree
STR & YS! B U Bl [T IeuTe gl AT, H FHI § b SU U8l S U Bl
IUTG I TET I AT SAHT 217 F fohef) ARBR Bl 7&1 <7 aveely | 917 A A 8 <t
H fegI™ & 37U =il Bl &1 SHDT 27 <1 AT § | ST A gl SR e o fb
SIS D1 BIRS 7 B! o b foTq €1 8 YT S SR Bl ISR ST bt 1 4121 €1
SR SR Ve 7, RS 31 SR %, 39 B Bl © 91 9eHT © , I8 el a8l &l 157
ARBRI BT HRAT T 21 WA= b TR H FEANT 81 D1 TRBR Pl <=1 gl 21 effh by
W WHR WM, &9 I8 W 6 TTYCH B PRE H IR FH H T8 S Tl §1 T
DRURE AT $fSAT, THAIATS B TIRT & g | H81 71 & b gqb! iy <t &1+ 81 d
MR, 3l HgaR I A g, dich d Ugel I g & i afy ofeh ¥
1A & D Ig AR 39T & il &1 orar | AfhsT STgi d& A9 SIHaRT 8, IR
DI GIT, ¥ Bl WXl 39S Usel HUT T8l skl Al | STg #4 gea w3l & w9 H ey
|, ISP 915 81 91 &I WIS Y s | THHIE B YT 9gd & wRre- off, 39
3R UR # P8 Gl g [ THRAIATS Bl 11T e 81 51 1l SR, 39 au1 § Aied-$¢ AT
H IHP! IRT FAT 2, T8 T U 84 oIy oAieT S 81, e 8! 7fd &1 &, I8
AR HIRTET BT 1 379 e |uie ursa &
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IR ¥ SIS B THT B3 st Bl & RIFd! e 3 Q1 911 81 S9h! TR 3
T FHA1 § , Afe s Ty T | W BT Ua S difken RveH 7 189
FHIRCT RIveH & 3MUR TR & Tuadl &1 a8 FefRor sl 81 3/ AR AT I
I8 gel © {5 I8 S gauad giRa gs & af S o g1 Relie @ 778 off, wds 59
sr9c Refiw & arfiaReh 550 faiRa fear mar 82 § SHer) <=1 =g 6 99 S0 &)
S gTere Rew < 715 oft 98 dact Ush a4 & forg off, a8 gree 3R & forv off| fusor a9
T U] Y pael 530 WY TR faaed R 331 T 21 o193 a¥ HIE @l e
ST T , 89 94 S & o 84 81 98aR © 31 31 d1 U1 Welidl 8idll © , 579, 2198 39
Y 97 H YplS SATET BN | AT §9 9Y TR < & [HAMT BT groc Reflt 7 &1
Rafy w71 @1 ureeft |

I 1 31 & (YIS ST 7, Hifh s, ol ] ebid & @ ot 78 ot
I N T T U TR W WRR BN AR IR E P 78 S dbaerel o) 81 78 2 g
Y BART fhAM 8¢, SIEaUithh I B aR® g, difth fearl o WY 3ifere 3 arfdrd ey
B AP | Gl BT H 31erp SHHIRD g1 ST Feb, T8 W FART ARBR B BRI B |
HRIATE |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI P. PRABHAKAR REDDY): The House
stands adjourned till 11.00 a.m. tomorrow.

The House then adjourned at thirty-two minutes past five of the clock till
eleven of the clock on Thursday, the 31% July, 2003.
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