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SHR| SHATRUGHAN SINHA: Madam, | move :
That the Bill be passed.
The question was put and the motion was adoptsd.
SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Shipping is healthy for the economy.

SHRI SHATRUGHAN SINHA: You are wonderful, Sir. | really thank
all of you. Thank you very much.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN ({SHRI P. PRABHAKAR REDDY) : Now, Shri
Rajnath Singh, hon. Minister for Agriculture, to make a statement regarding
Price Policy for Kharif Crops of 2003-2004 seascn,

STATEMENT BY MINISTER
Price Policy for Kharif Crops of 2003-2004 Season.

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE {SHRi RAJNATH SINGH). Sir,
the Government has fixed the Minimum Support Prices (MSPs) for Fair
Average Quality (FAQ) of Kharif Crops of 2003-2004 season. The MSP of
paddy common and paddy Grade-A has been raised Dy Rs. 20 each as
compared to the previous year and fixed at Rs. 550 and Rs. §80 per quintal
respectively.

The MSPs of Jowar, Baja, Maize and Ragi have been raised by
Rs. 20 each and fixed at Rs. 505 per quintal as against Rs. 485 per quintal
fixed for the previous year.

The MSP of Arhar (Tur) has been raised to BRs. 1360 per quintal as
against Rs. 1320 per quintal for the previous year, thus marking an increase
of Rs. ¢0 per quintal. Similarly, the MSPs of Moong and Urad have been
raised by Rs. 40 per quintal as compared to the previous year. The
Minimum Supgport Price of groundnut-in-shell has been fixed at Rs.1400 per
quintal marking an increase of Rs..458.per duintal as compared to the last
year. Similarly, the MSPs of soyabean (yellow) and soyabean (black) have
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been raised by Rs.45 per quintal and fixed at Rs.930 and Rs.840 per-quintal
respectively.

The MSP of sunflower seed has been raised from Rs.1195 per
quintal last year to Rs.1250 per quintal for the 2003-04 season, marking an
increase of Rs.55 per quintai.

As compared to the last year, the MSPs of sesamum and
Nigerseed have been fixed at Rs.1485 per quintal and Rs.1155 per quintal
respectively marking an increase of Rs.35 per quintal,

The MSP of cotton (F-414/H-777/J)-34) and (H-4) varietias have been
raised by Rs.50 per quintal as compared to the previous year.

It is expected that the increases effected in the MSPs of the kharif
crops wil encourage the farmers for increasing the production and
productivity of the crops in the country and will also encourage the farmers
in diversification of crops.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI P. PRABHAKAR REDDY): Now, Shri
Moolchand Meena will seek his clarifications.

3 o v How (o) - SoEEem o, PR T oft 2 wde &t Bee
¥ fov andw qow Ot e &) wo fog & w3t St @Y g S AEAaT € RR
T e & fim ot o Tt & ARpT A oo Prdew oo aw § B o B
T AP Tt a% ¥ & R oot 9w we qow oft ek 81 sy W, aTen
wFe % # vuq gerg ¥ # ¥E e § % y9e e A I o €, 7w )
Bl & TRy ¥ WA Jew @ € TUT § gew SOT agT oW aF ot aa oy
AHR §6 T N e § 79 TR ) oY | 89 g OYftg &7 99 ¥ ot wen
T Thigedt 9 ¥ A oW Yo ® Oifte & @ B woo ¥l IE 9T gty
TN IF a9 B X A9 I6 ¢ 5 ¥ g9 o I wHY oue & ag v &,
T WRER 37 BEA! &1 Setaf?

sft Ty fE . e, A Arite W ) vior @ wHME BT Ay
£ 9 T ow 5 TN v qow 5 ant § wg &, & ov e awwm 5 iy
T Hew ¥ v @ gfy T gd 8 = ol aw YT ot g o7 wew 8
g 1992-97, ¥ Uiy 7ul A WE 8.7 wWe @, gdl av 1998-2003 A q¥ g
4.5 AT BT &) 8 = wWan @ gF e ¥ F e e ey
T ¥ it @ WYl Q¥ W99 & AT sew @ wrmen ERf @ andt-ond
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e B ¥ Al sveR ¥ 7% Ywen R & % B @9 w9 ¥ i T
14 T 18 WRAT S TN o IHH AW IIST W 9 WHT % A F T R
£ 4 f dwed ow g wittemRe wRailiTw use 14 T 18 WRET ¥T A% §R
o fieny & wfF e TeR IE qefia wmemr ar R & 5 9 T 11 rdT YT
e g w dwd s T wiweRe wEirew ' fee @ e 8 w3
g e AN A T A & 7w aw & Rifem wod uw R B ¥
oy At I T et o e & o degw A TF U A Iy
I ¥ fag S ohmr 1t freht & of wr avew oW TR @ i wdRA? 4
W WY ¥ were e € b o o A o aw wween € By e wfl wed £, R
vom ¢, sRon £ g Ry w oo A ol o &) s oo o oI
Frftym sifw R B o gwar #) B IR e ¥ g v ¥
FTUR et T T wEM ¥ e B fw e e ¥ frg s W aw
tagnd!

SHRI M. V. RAJASEKHARAN (Karnataka) : Thank you, Mr. Vice-
Chairman Sir. As far as the price structure is concemed, which has been
enhanced by the hon. Minister for Agricuiture, | would certainly like 1o
congratulate him. But the point is, in some of these prices, | am sure the
Government has taken into ¢consideration the running inflation rate. Now, as
far as the inputs are concerned, one would always find, at any time, that
the rates of inputs are going up. The Government has come ferward to give
some benefits. But their rates have not been reduced. Now, the benefits
should have been transferred to the farmers. This is not happening.

The second point is, as far as procurement is concerned, the hon.
Minister mentioned that the Food Corporation of India would ¢come to the
aid of the farmers. Now, here again, the problem is that the FCI would
move slowly, with the result that the farmers would lose everything. By that
time, the farmers would already have sold their produce with a distress sale.
What is it that the Government is going to do to prevent this distress sale?

My last point, Sir, is that while fixing the prices, | am sure the hon.
Minister has taken into consideration various other inputs, including labour.
On one side, the Labour Ministry is coming forward with a Bill for giving
minimum wages to the agricultural labour. Has the hon. Minister taken this
into account while fixing the price?

THE WVICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI P. PRABHAKAR REDDY) : M
Minister, there is only one more Member left. Would you like to give your
reply after hearing him?
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SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI (Tamil Nadu) : Hon. Mr, Vice-
Chairman, Sir, | have only two small questions. One is this : the minimum
support price for paddy common and paddy Grade-A has been raised by
Rs. 20 per quintal each now. Sir, already there are some drought-affected
areas. Some drought relief price of Rs. 20, was already given, over and
above the orice fixed by MSP. | would like to know from the hon. Minister
whether the drought relief price would also be given separately, apart from
the price fixed now, because stil drought is prevalent in the whole country.
In my own State, except one district, all other areas have been declared as
drought-affected areas. Therefore, | wish to know whether the drought relief
prnce, which is Rs. 20 per quintal, will be now given or not. That is the first
question.

My second question is, regarding the de-centralized purchase
systems of paddy, what are the norms that you have laid down for the
State Governments?

ot worm fg : A, & e S went Al wewt @ e @
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Y ¥ 3T e 999 o Soed B £ Ry s § ven o # S
et # ¥ v g, @fr sfte T | Sld @ o s sl Rwew
21 99 ek frer & IR W) & \rad 1 g Pelve sl &) s" sEr
AT W 3 7% gt & B 7w < gagedt FeiRa gt & o sw S gree Rew
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TmuETm i da v A S g e i R rmw o ¥ g, 75
grae 3 & fag 41 e af preed) &Y Y Faer 530 o ofy figew & o
T 530 vud ufy fiaew 06t & qrgad) =) wgT oW g9 o 550 vud ufy fieew o
foar a1 &1 9@ 59 @ AR o fror ok &, 'W wE 9 € 7 aga & duew

o v wel ghm &, e, vae T oot 3w R Ywrd See sem)
zafae ew of BRIy 29 & frar @ e RElw 39 o Rafy a7t o anpd

T 79 5o B FeT wv & ity s, duer @ den 6w A
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI P. PRABHAKAR REDDY): The House
stands adjourned tili 11.00 a.m. tomorrow.

The House then adjourned at thirty-two minutes past five of the clock til
eleven of the clock on Thursday, the 31 July, 2003.
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