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the necessary financial allocation may also be made for the pending projects.
If the remaining districts are included under this scheme, an area of about
10,000-12,000 hector, in each district, will be benefited by various steps, like
construction of small dugout farm ponds for storing and run off water for short
period, reducing the soil loss with the treatment of watershed through
appropriate soil and water conservation measures, and bringing the
uncultivable land under cultivation. Hence, |, once again, request the
Government to accord early approval for the remaining proposals.

SHRI THANGA TAMIL SELVAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | associate myself
with what Shri R. Kamaraj has said.

Rainwater Harvesting Scheme

SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, there is an acute
shortage of water in almost all parts of the country. People have to walk miles
and miles to fetch water. On the other hand, precious rainwater is being
wasted. We find that there are heavy rainfalls in some places, yet there is an
acute shortage of water. When the nature has given us so much, it would be
unwise to waste it.

In Tamil Nadu, there is a massive scheme for rain harvesting,
launched under the dynamic leadership of our hon. Chief Minister. There is an
awakening regarding rain harvesting even in remote villages through out the
State of Tamil Nadu. It has been made compulsory to make provision for rain
harvesting in multi-storey buildings and other houses also. It is a very less
expensive affair, but a very valuable. The Central Government should also
adopt this scheme, which has been started by Tamil Nadu. | would also like to
take this opportunity to seek a liberal grant for Tamil Nadu for this project,
which would soon turn into a national one.

CLARIFICATIONS ON THE STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Major accidents occurred recently on Northern, South Central, East Central
Railways and Konkan Railways (KRCL)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI P. PRABHAKAR REDDY): Now we
shall take up clarifications on the Statement of the Hon. Minister of Railways,
made on 23" July,. 2003. | have the names of four Members. Shri Santosh
Bagrodia. He is not present. Prof. Saif-ud-Din Soz.
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PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ (Jammu and Kashmir): Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, the hon. Minister for Railways made a suo motu Statement
earlier in the House. | have got a copy of that Statement again in my hands. |
feel his heart must have been in place while he expressed pain and anguish on
the railway accidents. But |, sincerely, feel that his mind might not be in place
so far as these accidents go, which occur continuously, without the Ministry
doing anything which is qualitatively different. In this Statement, the hon.
Minister gave a narration of some accidents, the sites of which, he, along with
his colleague, went to. And, he also lamented the fact that there were some
cases of sabotage. But he forgot his own reply to a Starred Question from me
on 25", where he, in response to my question, gave the facts and figures. And
it is a painful situation. | had imagined that earlier because they said in the
Press that every day in the Railways there is an accident. But, now, these
figures have been quoted by the hon. Minister for the years 2000-01, 2001-02
and 2002-03. It is for three years and the total number of accidents is 1,238.
That means, it is much beyond the average of one accident per day. . | know
that Mr. Nitish Kumar is a very serious-minded person. But when these
accidents occurred, | can't imagine, how he would have slept during that night.
So many precious lives were lost. And |, as a citizen of this country, had
imagined that he will come next day to the House. You see, resignation is not
necessary. How many times can a Minister resign? But he should have taken
both the Houses of Parliament into confidence on some qualitatively different
measures. And his narration in this suo motu statement is neither here nor
there. Many Ministers come and make statements. There is nothing in their
statements to convince me that he was very serious about these accidents.
Now, | tell you, he is a competent Minister. | must tell you that. But he has not
taken any serious note of these accidents. And these facts and figures will
continue to be placed. Some times, these statistics are totally cold. They don't
convince the House. And we, as the representatives of the people, don't
convince the society outside the precincts of the Parliament. Now, 1,238
accidents during three years means an average of 413 accidents per year. And
we have only 365 days. Now you can calculate. The country is suffering more
than one accident in Railways every day. And sabotage, that is a limited
number, but that can also be plugged by the hon. Minister. When he says 413
accidents, he must alarm the nation first and alarm the Ministry. And if he does
not create an alarm, then, who will create alarm? The society is not going to
accept the explanation that he has conducted inquiries. Because, before that,
he has also listed the causes. Now, among these causes are: faults by
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railway staff, failure of persons outside the Railway Department, rolling stock,
track, electrical causes, combination of factors incidental etc. etc., but | want to
concentrate only on the causes that emanate from the railway staff. Among
these accidents -- | gave you the figure, Sir-- out of 1238 accidents in three
years, the railway staff alone are responsible for 739 accidents. Sir, | am
pained and | share my pain with the august House that the Railway Department
does not award punishments at all. Now, | am seeking clarifications. What
punishments have been awarded? How many people have been dismissed?
Mr. Chairperson, you could also raise the question, here and now, that
suspension is no punishment. If a whole bogey goes, if it gets burnt or
hundreds of people die, you merely suspend an officer. Is his life more precious
than the citizens of India, who die-- their bodies get mutilated and their next of
kin cannot even recognise in many cases? And, your officer gets a suspension!
| tell this House; | make an appeal to this House, we must reject suspension for
future. It is no punishment. It is actually indiscipline institutionalised in the
system. An officer is suspended. After some time, he is given 50 per cent of his
salary for some period and after that period he gets 75 per cent. He is free; he
may not attend the duty. And, then, some of the subordinate courts - we
discuss over here how courts function in this country - pass an order and
reinstate him-sometimes, the Government Departments don't fight the case in
the court -and he is back to his job. He played havoc with the society and got
scot-free. So, if he tells me he suspended ten people, | reject that. | raise a
question with Mr. Nitish Kumar as to how many people out of these 739, are
directly responsible for accidents. Even what happens on the track is the
responsibility of the Railway Department, but these are the people he has listed
separately as Railway Department people responsible for accidents. How many
of them during three years have been thrown out of the Department -
dismissed, not with any pension? How many people are there whose services
have been terminated? What are the other punishments? How many cases are
yet to be decided? This is an opportunity for suggesting. He may not take the
cue and he may not accept any suggestion. That is sometimes the mood of the
Ministers because they are in the Government. They feel they are the
repositories of wisdom. That is why reform is not there. If he has the ability to
stand and agree with me, then would he assure the House that he will change
the system of punishments? He is the Cabinet Minister, he has a lot of
authority. Will he tell this House, take this House into confidence and say, he
will now change the system of punishments? It has to be speedy justice
because people get killed and
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these are precious lives. About 98 per cent people, the common people, the
common men and women travel by train. They have the compulsion. They
have no resources. | see the air charges going high. If we are not the Members
of Parliament and senior officers, men like me cannot travel by air because-- |
don't know how -- the air travel in the country is the costliest in the world. We
can go into that later, but it is the compulsion for common people of India to
travel by train, and this is the treatment of the Minister to the people, to the
citizens of this country. One more clarification | seek is, will he rise on his feet
and tell this House that in view of the severity of these accidents, he will change
the system of punishments? How many people have been dismissed, whose
services were terminated? How many cases are going on? In how many cases,
the inquiry is going on, and whether he will change the system of punishment in
this country because the country can ill-afford the nhumber of these accidents.
And, it is actually a shame on us that we cannot stop these accidents, and this
travels internationally that in India, there is not an accident per day but 413
accidents annually. This is the average. So, Mr. hon. Railway Minister, you
must answer my all these questions, and satisfy the nation that he is very
serious about it.

SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA (Andhra Pradesh) : Thank you Sir, for
giving me an opportunity to seek some clarifications from the Union Railway
Minister. | wish to put forth some of the queries and expect clarification from the
hon. Railway Minister.

[THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the chair]

Madam, now, there is an urgent need to convert the existing coaches
from fire-retardant to fireproof. Why don't the Railway Minister consider that
instead of using PVC and compressed plywood for floor and ceiling, the
Railways can use aluminium or steel sheets. These sheets can be air-insulated
to make them safer.

Madam, | would like to know from the hon. Minister whether it is true
that the representatives of the National Institute of Design, Ahmedabad, visited
Rail Coach Factory in connection with designing of coaches to make them
less fireproof and what paints should be used to reduce the risk, etc. If 'yes',
what are the other suggestions made by the National Institute of Design.
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Madam, recently, Rail Tel has tested successfully provision of
broadband Internet on running trains. This is the first technological
breakthrough in the world. Once this is introduced and if any mishap occurred,
then there would not be much problem in communicating with officials and
other concerned. So, | would like to know from the hon. Minister whether any
road map has been prepared in this regard? If 'yes', the details may be given.

Madam, my next question is : Is it true that the White Paper on
Railway Safety, which was released recently, sought transfer of control of
Commissioner of Railway Safety from the Ministry of Civil Aviation to the
Ministry of Railways? If 'so', what measures the Railways is taking to transfer
it. 1 would also like to know from the hon. Minister whether it is true that the
recommendations made by the Commissioner of Railway Safety are
persuasive in nature. Or, are they binding on the Railways?

Madam, | would also like to know from the hon. Minister, is it not true
that Railways has taken decision long back to provide five walkie-talkie sets to
the crew members of all trains to enable them to communicate with each other
and with the nearest station master during emergencies? But, so far you have
been able to provide these sets only in some of the trains. My query is, will the
Minister assure the House that within next six months, or, one year he will
provide this equipment in all trains?

Madam, finally, | would like to know what is the percentage of route
kilometres each Commissioners of Railway Safety is expected to complete in
a year. | would like to be enlightened with the percentage of inspection carried
by the Commissioners of Railway Safety ...(Time-bell)... during the last five
years in all the major accident routes that have taken place in the country.

Thank you, Madam.

SUFUMRT : Sl Tl TS | TEdhall Sl MY THI BIE Sy Rifd
4:00 O’clock we have to take up the. discussion on the statement by Prime
Minister.

S T IS (e de) ¢ # AR e it
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ST : &, S=2 9119 < & forv Y 91 uiw fiee =nfev |

S TSl 1S < SUHITT FeiedT, § &1 e 4 Y o, I e § ofR
EASEICRCES

Hered, § 30 S & 9gd &1 Welu § $© e Yol argdl | 374l Sfg SuFHTafy
HEIGIT TR W Al A1 IBH HT b Ga § HHl-59 B &dl-7o1d & W) a1d 81 STt
7IfRT , AP T8 980 WeoHS 2 3R I8 Yo 9 Ugd 931 “HR> TS Ufh a1g o 78 2

g o SRt o & XY, gfsrar fhe S Sl &f

& IR-TR 89 AN Y ol Ul U W1 I8 & 1 Sl A qar] fad g1 aRE et g
3R g9! i1 ==l 81 W& &, 1 H S At g b AftRIE & garg S g9 foy
T AT FIRAT HRAT AT ?

TR W IS 8, A9 a1 *2 © & Ml FuiRa oevma & fog oqu asa &
X Re R 81 $& Wa! | 91 59 R MiSAT T9I R $b 0 AR ST Rivea
BT B AFATT STHT IS T el 81 SIAT 7, AT A Aol 3T B2

M ggd AR 8 WAt g & & AfpT 39S forg weRai ok gof fvdw
GITETA 8, 39 UR JATID] &7 el 71 T8 &1 U RUIS ST 3fTs & FTd A9 i b
Fter0r HRIAR I8 AR © {6 BT 2000 $B Y 9 31 BT 4 &1 PO Bl 3 98
B STedl uRARTT FR o1 31 3T 2 <ifts arast it gt 8, S7aT a1 BT, 9 IR A
31T FATSYIT | AR GHSHIG <l off RET 8 iR AN 71 &I g 9gd 81 W&l & |
H AT 7 7R gah forg i) @rawer Fur @ SMEE iR Yord 39 IR # fhd |9dd 2,
I qATSY | Xid # HRIRT HHAIRAT 1 98 VM 1R Gt 81 <& 7, 39 Sl B
qrel AN &, T TIRE 7, ML TAN dTel AT B, I IR g AfH Ih-aire 9g @1 |
FIT $AF BRI U GESAY € S & 39 W WY 3MUh! fIgR aH—1 anf | Ry wug
qarao! # fay S €, I H Yd B BTeld B! GoRT ST Al © | gATIg A1 Sff &t
gl mAfHear a8 8 A1y 6 Yot @) el geelt Sy, Wwl-gTd gdl &l Siedl 9
STeal St fRaT ST 3iR 9@ el 3R B GRR & M IR 19 avg =ioll &l erd faam
ST &, B bl Dl IR B ST TAR F&T X DI bl I BTl I 81 g ATl T8l
S P ded =T by ST g$ 8,9 Wi o T% 1 H BIY 1 S Bl A Sff b ddb
T Bl DI gEear <31, I IdTY |

HeredT, T AR &1 Jarmaer a1 721 2 , srgaRi & Ol 9= off i vas v

IRIR &, T8 Te BleT 9<a1 81 997 © | 3R I8 FedTs © A1 99 g2d & v 319
YIRAT HR T &2
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4.00 p.m.

e w3t (3 AAiefrer $uIR) < STQHTAfT wEIEAT, 89§ gHeTIsl Ragd g a ©
3R BHA 3T TThed # 3HdT SoleR W fhaT € | e 7 i § el & SR v
e &1 3oreR 51 s/ IR 3 $81 31 99 e § $ a1 3MTd A @1
AT | AHEH Aol 9184 - IR-9R $81 © & Uab &7 # U geel 3 Sa1al gee 8l
B E | SN U5 3 rell & 3fids 3T § 3R I8 a2 fb 30d HROT AR wR
TR FARY g5 Bl ® 3R & 3o T8 o) @ €1 S=H e far f S ufterie @
S &, S RRCH B gH IgA |

HEIGYT, STl I GHeHRIT &I AT &I qaTd 8, 3R 3MY Had 3 ATd &
3fieS o1 QI 31T =T &1 Y| SATET R 7 STHR AR 8H 1960-61 3 &1 = Bl o1
I B Al 8 U1 ol S GeeTIsl P FA1 § AT-a=-1ed Bl 8l 8] & | GHe
anft ot 81 %21 2, S B & fog vey fhan S =Ry ik Surg fey o g
dfe § 9 Faes o arean g & geenelt @) dwen 4 ofg 78 81 @ R, afew
HCISH @) AT Bl 81 TE! © | U8 A2 § 3MR T 92 DI WIbR fhan S =nfey |

HEIET, RIS Wk U= U fforas ¢ fhatiies 3 faaei geen gl &,
IAPT Th UHET M1 AT 81 3R B9 1960-61 & STl I <% df ufa fAfera ¢+
fperier TaRilsST 5.50 B %8 91, d IR 2001-2002 H 0.55 Y MR 2002-2003 ¥ 0.44
BU | 39 TRE BRI RN GUR B 3R 21 AR TR TR WY 3R &H Jo1 BN Al 89+
ST @Tge UUR WS ¥ G AT, IH 89 B 3N [T & | ST Vel Ju H ufy ffera=
S TRATSE 0.65 1 ST H U 0.912 1 I & IS 0.84 & | 3ol § UL 0.73 ¥ 3R 4R
H I% 0.55 B | STET SIORTSET WX UR AT T AT AT &, IR1ER VAT HEl el © o
RIS TR TR g 91 989 81 R8T § ...(cTaem)...

it eircad 9 (IfFed e : W3 Sf, SR A9 U e dles B Al
..(TAYT)...

#ft o1 FAR : Aies FA 1 90 TE © 1 89 B T ISR I W &,
BHB] I Y2 Bl IR o QI ...(GEH)...

IIFAUTIF : 373} gl <IRTT |

it fRiter FUR : §4 ugel € Fa1 © [ u8 guivayet & | I8 agd wmareh &l a
TE! & oIl 39 IR-IR Hel Y b g 93 8! © Al I8 I ATy 81l ©
SHCHAN §¢ T8l &1 §, dlct °T I8l 5 3R IS T I ATTPR 7 81
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dl H SR Ales R WS, | Afdh A TN He W& 5l RIS W) W A S

YA BT WRBIRAA &, I AT 3T I of AR $9 72T DI M W SV AT 3 a1
TE1 1 81, 39 a8 Al IR WIS B @MY fBeq geesil H 3R HHI B oY 3R
SIIATEET 8H GHCISA UR H1Y U1 < | MY PET & b $HP (oY 89 RIT PR IS 67 3 b
Tl GHCHIN UR BIg UT o | 3T P8 & b 38D [oTY 89 RIT HR I8 572 S & gaid
geleall TR 1Y UM & AT SR 31u vRied @ Rfd gurR= & g a7 wWerd Yerd
AT S 1T & | BT SHN UK AR S 7o RY3T ¥ 16538 Heiriiex iR 1 3Rpav,
2001 ¥ WM YT AU IR BT Y ol 3R ST A1t aF rafdy off 7 =181 g8 2 oi)
B 5833 fhellHIeR &1 o RYare IR 3T | 6 ATl BT TRIAC W7 T, 17 TAR PRI
WYY BT B f3pue 5T T | ST ATeT 374 GaTT 8 SfIR TSl 4 PI4 81 R8T | g8l 8T f5orsl
BT 212700 faoioT sMSiewrs fhy v Rerddie & fau, e & fag ok R-RfceT
& oY 1776 01T WR BT QR U 11 g &1 fSR fooist &l a1 81 e 319, 2002 Bl
507 3TgSICHTS 8Y A IFH ¥ 341 UR B YR 6T ST b 21 RIviel Reeiqwe &1 oM
1448 I IR BIFT 8 6 WTe o 3TER 3IR 206 T W fHAT ST b1 51 H&H 3 ST
MY &1 qTp1-S T A a1 T 21 374 &9 $HS greladd Als # off 38 € o il fFravee Yo
I B AT HSIA 8 SR, TS Sh 1 TG AT B b | 8L ol A J8e™ o
EIEAINNEREIR

STEl T UIRIIE BT HaTd B, AR 89 1998-99 ¥ B of of A1 8 TdR A 1998-
99 | IR 2002-2003 TP Pl 2586 AN TR fHY Y 1 $HH ¥ 3R 3119 of fsafaa
et BH A P gU 8 - 6.9 URUT | VARl 89 91 38 & | HHIaas] RERIHT gall
2 3.6 IRUT BT, RETM 57 IS US I §aAT § 24.4 WA P IMI TIed HoR U] g5
2, 35 TRAT | 65 URIT W HIgR U] §3 & | PIRATS Bl & | TRPR b FHAN & |
WRBRT AR TR HRATS I $ oy fSRIfTe srdie vt 81 IHD! Bidil B Y
FHRATS B 21 3T we 6 ufrerdie & Rivew & 9fog | ok gema &1 ar &9 o
TR I W fIER BT | Af 5181 9 FaTel 2 I8 S10Q03MR0 W e © |...(Fae™)...

M0 AP A : J§ G 8 AT “AAT © | ..(FIIH)...

Suspension is not a punishment. ...(Interruption)...
0 AP IS : I8 G & AT AU © | ..(FTHM)...

it rfter $AR : 5971 F1 {6 I8 FRATS g8 21 i il ) VR foran
I 35 TRHC TR HOI UHTee! &) HIRATS g3 © Rored feafia wi |fdw oft enfia 2,
TP Hers! RerR ¥ {5 i =1 | 98 w9 ) el 81 9% 9Hel § wfier 81 I
35 TR¥IC HoR YHTee! B, 65 URAC AII-R YHTe] © 1 S 3TURTY Bl X B P 339 TR
I SAPT M-BIl T Tedl & 3R 7o Hf TfRIST BT SHRRT Bl & SUP YR TR
HRATS Bl AT & | IR UfRase SHRNT BieaR Yod A% & gRT 81 a1 Xeld &
PR B §RT BT SHD MR TR HRATS DI ST 2 |
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S THR & 3l 99 MeRT H g7 geAT udl o Sl AT g9 31U Vol B thaes! Bl
TE SRS a7 fh &9 39 YR & S 99 =1y b forms $1g R 1T o= ang ot
YT &1 ST | 37T AR I8 2 o 89 HIeT <18y 991 & AT H ugd 38 & — BRIk I
DI & Rl R PIg d18% A ST ST AT AT AR &1 T Ah| AT A1l b
RITeR I% SHHT UITT TI8Y 996 TR 81 SITYT | 39 0 JME0M0THO & STy @1 &
5 R 7 9 BRIR ReRST 31 AT B & & [ SRIRF-el § SAPT AR B &1
He 3@ 41, R T &M T8 | SHP HUR T GAT BHRIN-Tel STel T oA fp
TP FEIRISA IR AR 21 MRAT | AT 39 UBR & HSIRISA BT SHIATA 8T 8T &1 8 Aol
H BRATS 81 72! B

Biferor & foIg Ut pifersr f$arsd 3500 fhaHIe # oG STE | S8 folg
goTe H AIfaST foa TR1 & | 77 7e] €9 B9IR fhaiie” | |4 &1 Aifasi far a1 2
PIS TRIIST BT 2 a1 98 guiaqel 2 1 e veRfise 7 81, I9 W $¥ H1g IR 91y
T Biferor Bl 81, o8 fXee &I 8, 3T <1zd A1 N 81 | 319 ofd §AR &
TCFAR BT £ §Hd BRI, Rifh T8 DI Ub ATl § T8l 3T | I8 17 IR fhelexr
P PG AR Y RY3Te gar & | A1 I8 Bs ATl B I8 TR Y | I d9R) Bl G- A
W forg 9 fohar 8 3R 17 B9IR FRIS HUY BT THONROTHOYHO I910T B | 1 39
THR A HH IS ST RE § | WRPR Bl IR 2 6 gelesii w— 89 Hig um 3R 595
forQ it ¥t Hwd e 2 9 IBY SR8 & 1 8 IHR A gl 3 il SoTetron Suared & st
Aorie e & oI I q =Sl B AU B fQ=0T § HeF 9e1Y ST b &1 89 Sl
HET Pl AT HIAT AT b TRBR AfT 3R 8 geesli & uf, ddaefid 2 siR
B UBR Bl Sl GHT HRATS & SAD RY3rel & o B Sl 81 b1 &9 A1 Fa<il
& 9 el HRP g9 TR DI U B BRI B |

DISCUSSION ON THE STATEMENT BY THE PRIME MINISTER ON HIS
RECENT VISITS TO GERMANY, ST. PETERSBURG. EVIAN AND CHINA

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, we will take up the discussion on
the statement by the Prime Minister, which he made on 24" July, 2003. One-
and-a-half hour is being given for this discussion. Prime Minister has a
meeting. So, we have to finish it within the stipulated time, or, may be early.
So, kindly abide by the time-frame and put pointed questions. Shri Natwar
Singh.

SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH (Rajasthan): Madam Deputy Chairman, |
am grateful to the Treasury Benches for agreeing readily to have a discussion
on the Prime Minister's visit to China and several other countries.
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