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They have caused damage to the agricultural crops and also, killed a lot of 

people. What specific action has been taken by the Ministry on this menace 

caused by the excessive number of wild elephants? 

SHRI T.R. BAALU: Sir, I think my dear friend, Dr. Arun Kumar Sarma, is 

misinformed. To be very frank, according to the 1999 survey, the total area 

under forests was 23,688 square kilometres. As per the 2001 survey, it is about 

27,714 square kilometres, an increase of about 4026 square kilometres. So, 

forest cover had increased in Assam. As far as wildlife is concerned, Shri 

Bardolai is the hon. Minister of State for Environment and Forests; he met me 

last Friday. He has presented the problems being faced in Assam and informed 

that 27 FDAs have been formed. They have sent the proposal only in July. We are 

considering them and Rs. 4-5 crores assistance will be extended this year. 

SHRI DRUPAD BORGOHAIN: Sir, Kaziranga is a very important 
National Park in Assam which was established in order to protect the 
environment. Now, it is in constant danger. It is under constant danger due to 
heavy floods in the area. I would like to know from the hon. Minister as to what 
measures have been taken by the Ministry of protect Kaziranga and to develop 
the National Park during the Tenth Five Year Plan. What is the amount 
sanctioned? 

SHRI T.R. BAALU: During the last week, when Shri Bardoloi met me, he 

specifically requested that the Kaziranga National Park be protected during 

monsoon because of floods, a lot' of animals pass across the national 

highways. For that purpose, he wanted to have a tunnel, over-ground or 

underground. As far as the super-structures are concerned, it is not within the 

domain of this Ministry. So, I requested him to prepare a feasibility report. As 

soon as we get the feasibility report, we will take up the issue with the other 

concerned departments. 

*87. [The questioner (Dr. Dasari Narayana Rao) was absent for answer 

vide page 49-52.] 

Platforms at Madurai railway station 

*88. SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 

pleased to state: 

(a) whether Madurai railway station has a heavy traffic but there 
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not enought platforms; 

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; 

(c) whether Government propose to increase the number of platforms there; 

(d) if so, the details thereof; and 

(e) if not, the reasons therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI NITISH KUMAR): (a) to (e) A 

Statement is laid on the Table of the Sabha. 

Statement 

(a) No, Sir. Existing four platforms on Broad Gauge and two platforms on 

Metre Gauge available at Madurai are adequate to deal with the present level of 

traffic. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) and (d) Yes, Sir. Although the number of platforms at Madurai are 

adequate to deal with the present level of traffic, in view of Madurai-

Rameshwaram gauge conversion necessitating change in the pattern of traffic, 

one of the Metre Gauge platform line will be converted to Broad Gauge and 

the number of Platforms on broad Gauge will become five. In addition, two 

Metre Gauge platforms are also being commissioned early and the number of 

Metre Gauge plantforms shall thereafter go up to three. 

(e) Does not arise. 
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SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: Sir, in the reply it has been mentioned that at 

the Madurai railway junction, there are adequate platforms to deal with the 

present level of traffic. But actually, the fact is that at the Madurai Junction in 

Tamil Nadu, which is a very important junction, there are no adequate 

number of plantforms. There is only one train leaving from Madurai to 

Chennai in the evening. And because of the inadequacy of platforms at the 

Madurai Junction, trains are being originated from Kanyakumari and other 

stations. This is the actual fact. So, I would like the hon. Minister to consider 

this matter. Also, in his reply, he has mentioned about the conversion of metre 

gauge into broad gauge between Manamadurai and Rameshwaram. I would like 

to know from the hon. Minister as to when the conversion work will be 

completed. 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 

BANDARU DATTATRAY): Sir, the Madurai railway station is a junction 

station. It has both broad-guage and metre-guage lines. At present, there are four 

broad-gauge platforms and two metre-gauge platforms.The station handles 13 pairs 

of trains. Six pairs of terminating trains are originating from broad-gauge per 

day. The station also handles three pairs of crew trains and eight pairs of 

originating and terminating metre-gauge trains per day. I am also happy to say that 

one additional broad-gauge platform at Madurai railway station as a part of 

Madurai-Rameshwaram gauge-conversion is going to be taken up. 

SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: There is a long-pending aspiration of the 

people from southern part that there should be double line from Madurai to 

Chennai so that we can have frequent trains from Madurai to Chennai. Is there 

any proposal for allocation of budget for it? I would like to know this from the 

hon. Minister. 

SHRI NITISH KUMAR: She is asking for doubling of a particular project. The 

question relates to the provision of platforms ...(Interruptions).... 

SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: This is only supplementary. It is not a main 

question. I am just asking: Is there any proposal with the Government? It is not 

a main question. ...(Interruptions).... 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Is there any proposal? ...(Interruptions).... Is there any 

proposal? ...(Interruptions).... 

SHRI NITISH KUMAR: This question requires a separate notice. 
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The question relates to platforms but she is asking about doubling of a 
particular project. 

SHRIMATI S.G. INDIRA: We want adequate trains from Madurai to 

Chennai. For that reason, I am asking this question. Is there any such 

proposal with the Government? 

SHRI NITISH KUMAR: It requires separate notice. 

PROF. M. SANKARALINGAM: In Madurai, there are four broad-gauge 

platforms and one metre-gauge platform. The metre-gauge platform is being 

converted into broad-gauge platform. Are there any criteria to fix the platform 

regarding transportation and number of trains? Passengers pass through that area. 

We all pass through Madurai. Madurai is very important town because from 

Madras, a number of trains to Kerala, Andhra and even to the north pass 

through Madurai. I would like to know. Will the Government consider it and 

examine the criteria on how it could be done? 

SHRI BANDARU DATTATRAYA: I have already given the answer that 
coach-in terminal of the broad-gauge and two metre-gauge platforms, in 
addition to metre-gauge platforms, are going to be commissioned shortly. The 
important thing is that we are going to have gauge conversion programme on 
priority basis. That is why criteria, which have been given station-wise, are 
different. Madurai is considered one of the junction places, so we will take 
necessary steps. 

SHRI C. PERUMAL: We are facing the same problem in several other 

railway stations also. It is connected with Madurai, Coimbatore, Bangalore and 

Chennai.The same problem is at Salem also. What are the measures which are 

being taken regarding this? I would like to know from the Minister. There are no 

sufficient platforms. 

SHRI BANDARU DATTATRAYA: Sir, as I have mentioned because of this 

gauge conversion programme going on, it has to be examined whether another 

survey has to be conducted. Only after getting the survey report, any action can 

be taken. 

SHRI B.S. GNANADESIKAN: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, as can be seen 

from the reply, there will be five plus three platforms in Madurai. The Hon. 

Minister, Shri A.K. Murthiji, has visited almost all the platforms in Tamil Nadu. 

May I know from the Minister whether there is any proposal 
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by the Ministry of Railways to have a complete review of the existing 

facilities available in the railway platforms in Tamil Nadu? May I know from 

the Minister whether there is any consideration by the Ministry to construct 

additional platforms wherever necessary and also extend the facilities which 

were available when the platforms were length-wise short? Now, with the 

introduction of additional coaches, additional facilities are required now. May 

I know from the Minister whether there is any consideration for extending the 

existing facilities which will be corresponding to the length of the platforms? 

These facilities should be extended to Kodaikanal road, which is a junction, 

leading to Kodaikanal hills. An identical station can be considered. 

SHRI BANDARU DATTATRAYA: Sir, this is an ongoing project. In the 
Indian Railways, we have an allocation under the head 'Passenger Amenities', 
under which we are spending Rs. 210 crores for the entire country. Every time, 
whenever there is need for extension of platforms, these are undertaken from the 
Passenger Amenities. Regarding Kodaikanal road, I will get the matter examined. 
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