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SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI: Sir, it is, no doubt, a suggesticn for
action. But so far as the procedure is concerned, we are to follow the
existing procedure. In fact, as | have stated, if this kind of Single-window
System can be evolved, | have nothing to oppose; it will be welcomed.

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH: No, you have to
consider...(Interruption)
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SHRI ARJUN CHARAN SETHI: Sir, this Scheme is submitted by the
State Government concerned and, certainly, it has originated from the
State Government. The Government at the Centre and the CWC will

study this proposal and if they find it suitable, they will, certainly, approve
it and send it to the State Government for further action.

Natlonali Bibliographic Data-Base In Libraries

*122. SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Will the Minister of TOURISM AND
CULTUREE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that preparation of National Bibliographic data-
base in electronic format has been completed in Indian Libraries;
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(b) the detail of libraries in the country in which the above work is
going on;

(c) whether any time-frame has been fixed to complete the project;
and

(d} if s, the details of the time-frame and budget required to complete
the project?

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM AND CULTURE (SHRI
JAGMOHAN): (a) to (d) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Under an initiative to modernize and automate the libraries, National
Library, Kolkata and the Central Secretariat Library, New Delhi have
undertaken projects for converting their existing bibliographic data-base
to electronic format which would make it possible to share the
bibliographic resources electronically with other libraries and provide
improved access to the users. The time frame for completing the work
is Tenth Plan. The total estimated cost of these two projects is around
Rs. 10 crores.

SHRIMATI N.P DURGA: Sir, libraries are the keepers of our history
and culture. There are more than 60,000 libraries in our country and to
prepare a National Bibliographic database in electronic form is not a
Herculean task in this IT age. The reply says that the National Library at
Calcutta and the Central Secretariat Library at Delhi will take the entire
Tenth Plan period just to develop database in the electronic format! At
this pace, | would like to know by when the Ministry is going to cover all
the libraries of the country? And | would also like to know from the hon.
Minister whether he is engaging private people and the NIC in this project.
if 'yes', the details may be given.

SHR! JAGMOHAN: Sir, we are converting two major libraries—the
National Library, Kolkata and the Central Secretariat Library, New Delhi
into electronic format. Twenty-five lakh books are there in the National
Library, Kolkata and 6-1/2 lakh books are there in the Central Secretariat
Library, New Delhi. Now, if all these 31 lakh books are converted into an
electronic format, then 80 per cent of the books would be covered by
the National bibliographic database and only 20 per cent will remain.
This programme will be completed during the Tenth Five-Year Plan.
The project for the Central Secretariat Library will be completed this
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year and that for the National Library, Kolkata will be finished within five
years. As. 10 crores have been allocated for this project.

Now, the hon. Member wants to know about other libraries, when
they will be completed. Our view is that if all these 31 lakh books are
converted into electronic format, then there will not be any need to
duplicate the work elsewhere. Only a limited number of books will remain
and that will be taken up at the time of Mid-term Appraisal of the Plan.
We will request them to give a bit more money. Ali the Central Libraries
will, of course, be covered by this.

SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: Mr. Chairman, Sir, my second
supplementary is this. | would iike to know from the hon. Minister whether
the Ministry is planning to prepare bibliographic database in electronic
format of all Manuscript Libraries situated at Patna, Thanjavur, Rampur,
Kolkata and Copyright Libraries situated in our metros in the immediated
future. If the answer is 'ves', the details may be given. | would also like
to know whether the Ministry is extending any financial and technical
expenditure to State libraries in preparing bibliographic database.

ot gvmfe: 9% 8, @ T T WAy w9 w R

SHRIMATI N.P. DURGA: If the answer is 'yes', what is the assistance
so far given to the State of Andhra Pradesh?

SHRt JAGMOHAN: Sir, the libraries are State subjects. The Central
Government controls only libraries of national importance and for carrying
out those works of the State libraries, Plan allocations are made under
the Plan Budgset of the State Governments. The National Informatic
Centre is helping up certain organisations to help the State Government
or the libraries in converting their ordinary data into electronic format.
They are carrying it out depending upon their resources. In some places
pilot projects have been done. The Andhra University Library pilot project
has been carried out by the Delnet. Other organisations are also involved
in this. Gradually, depending on the State resources, they will convert
them. We had also requested the Planning Commission to increase the
allocation; and they had said that they would consider it at the time of
mid-term appraisal of the Tenth Plan and this money, if necessary, will
be paid to the State Governments directly from the Plan allocation.
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Modernlsation of airports

*123. SHRI ASHWANI KUMAR: Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION
be pleased to state:

(a) whether the new developments and modermisation at various
airports in the country are proceeding as per schedule; if so, the details
thereot;
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