
[31 July, 2003] RAJYA   SABHA 

(c) what fresh measures have been taken by Government to keep safe 

stock of rice in the Country atleast at 100 lakh tonnes and to prevent farmers of 

Orissa from selling their rice every year at throwaway price? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER 

AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (SHRI SUBHASH 

MAHARIA): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The decline has been due to increase in offtake and reduction in 

procurement. 

(c) The Government has adequate stock of rice in the Central pool which 

is above the minimum buffer norms and is enough to meet the requirement 

under Public Distribution System (PDS) and Welfare Schemes. In order to 

reduce hardship of farmers and to avoid distress sale of paddy and the 

specifications of paddy have been relaxed in Orissa during Kharif Marketing 

Season (KMS) 2002-2003. 

Downward revision of foodgrains 

1219. SHRI G.K. VASAN: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, 

FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state: 

. (a) whether there has been a downward revision of foodgrains production 

estimates; 

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and 

(c) the steps taken to meet consumption demand in case of a shortfall in 
production? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER 

AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (SHRI SUBHASH 

MAHARIA): (a) and (b) As per the Fourth Advance Estimates released on 1st 

July, 2003 the total foodgrains production for 2002-03 has been placed at 

182.57 million tonnes as compared to 184.06 million tonnes according to the 

Third Advance Estimates released on 4th April, 2003. As several States were 

affected by severe drought which adversely affected agricultural production, 

revisions were found necessary in the figures used in the compilation of 

Third Advance Estimates. 

(c) As the stock of foodgrains comprising both rice and wheat have been 

well above the buffer norm, the shortfall in production has not affected the 

supply position vis-a-vis demand. 
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