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northern rivers with the southern rivers—the Sindh, the Jhelum and the
Chenab, with those rivers.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is out of scope. I have allowed it only
because the Minister is speaking for the first time.

SHRI J. CHITHARANIJAN: Sir, during the last 12 years, amounts have
been provided in the Budget for developing inland waterways, one of which is the
waterways from Quilon or Kollam to Kodumgallore, there are certain others
also. But even though amounts have been provided in the Budget, the works are
not being taken up seriously; it is not progressing.

Coverage of FM Radio

*371. SHRI PRITHVIRAJ CHAVAN: Will the Minister of
INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of FM Radio Stations in the country;
(b) the percentage of population covered by these Stations;

(c) how many new FM Radio Stations are proposed to be started during
the Tenth Plan, year-wise; and

(d) by when Government hope to achieve full coverage of FM
Broadcast?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING
(SHRIMATI SUSHMA SWARAJ): (a) to (d) A Statement is laid on the Table
of the House:

Statement

(a) 133 FM Radio Stations of All India Radio are presently functioning in the
country. AIR is also operating 6 FM Stations of Gyan Vani Channel of Indira
Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU). In addition, 10 private FM channels
are also operational.

(b) 31.34% of population is covered by AIR FM Radio broadcast.

(c) 95 new FM stations (including replacement of 12 existing MW
transmitters) and upgradation of 18 existing FM Stations of AIR are
envisaged during the Tenth Five Year Plan.
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(d) Full coverage through FM broadcast, will depend on the availability of
resources and it is not possible to give a definite time-frame in this regard.
However, after the implementation of Tenth Five Year Plan Projects, FM coverage
is expected to be available to about 50% population of the country.

SHRI PRITHVIRAJ CHAVAN: Sir, this question relates to increasing the
coverage by FM broadcasting system in the country. The Ministry has replied
that A.LLR. is operating six FM stations of Gyan Vani Channel of the Indira
Gandhi National Open University. My specific question is: Would you permit the
open universities which are run by the various State Governments like the
Yashwantrao Chavan Open University in Maharashtra, to broadcast their
programmes? Is there any application received from them to run FM channels
on your Station, by using your equipment? Also, will you permit the State
Governments to have their own FM channels? In the State agricultural
universities are there, open universities are there. What is your policy for
installing/running FM channels?

SRt AT TR ¢ FTART ST, g9 MU ATIH W e Bl I8
Gfd B 8T G 8 T Uep 741 Aify 89 T ganfad o 8 © ford ded
AR TOHee SR I e # o arett JHafidist IM,IITs gt
T o5 TSRS Tped W Bic FM Hiaddl §€ 1R o+ If$a1 T &
Hehl &1 3P (7Y 3741 B9 PBfaic H 1% & 3R I8 Teb I8 30T IR bR
B9 HiATe # 91 X8 T 3R 39! Hidie & rgHIe firet wirar € o1 Afeaa aik
R AT AEE 1 Sl 9181 8, 98 WS Y18 |

SHRI PRITHVIRAJ CHAVAN: Sir, the Minister has stated that
complete coverage will not be possible in the Tenth Five Year Plan due to paucity
of resources. If that is the case, will the Government consider all owing private
sector investment in installing FM stations or AM stations or even for digital
broadcasting? You are now permitting digital broadcasting for advertisement
purposes. Will you permit private investment in hardware, for installing FM
stations?

S JUAT TR : FHERT ST, § 37T AIEH | A
HE B I T ATg ! b AR T 2000 H &9 Ugde @iId Bl

FM3 #H 319 &1 SSIToTd o &1 8 | 9 2000 ¥ U8el hadl 3ATel shedr
AT FM ST AT 311R BIg ST WIiaRT o 1Al T8 oY offdh |
2000 ¥, 519 9 UTSAC igd 89 A 2 , 39 99 25 W YA & Sff
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TIgIC ™ & &, R | 10 We a1 81 Y § &R 15 wee
7] B S $B 29 fAHaR T 3R P& 29 IR b T 8
ST 3R g7 e $IR Bl aTsHd B 1 gA7e! i gal © |

JHTIRT AEIGT, FM &1 ga-T a_0T 1 89 9Iffd & ardl
Y FM UTgde wiad 3G g9y g8 ot a1 & f gae
<] ey AT H FM®T qRT Havsl Te1 3T, I8 Ifd 781 &
RAIh YTSAC @I P 31 & g1 SHH PBIT iy T |

it Ao e« Al S H3 He e | qar f |91
2000 ¥ ATgIC I 31| ST8i T H-I TSR 2, 9,918 b #:24
ARIGAT U STATd 1 &S] YUK of Rifes T 2000 & gl
Tgde @i &, Jds H Times FM U& STAT 9 & 19 2000 A TSR
e 3I10 gl | Ugel I8 AT b ST 1 11l o, S ATsd
BT AdHR B NI TelTd R odl o | 519 TSR RieeH g foman
T AP 918 25 UTgde ©iad 31 9 I 10 371} 3TRe R I2 & |
TR STFeRY 2 {6 9ga IR dufat € R (saa ) ...

it FUTAfY : 3119 U= SR A ST, 399 STHDRI ol |

it dor fAeu : AU Sft, U STaTe &1 § H1Id § $96 918
PO T8I dIa1 ST Fehall | b1 § A1e e =g fob 9 2000 4
Ugol ff UTgde i 9 | 99 2000 § A9 € 9o+ ¥ Wyt §yA §
g fowg @r of 6 FMaAa & forg SsRr o g =nfey |
IAE 18 SIF TSR 3MUT fHaT 1, IEH 25 HUIT B g
3R ITH A 10 HYFTAT MTST MURT B TB! & Afh Sl 15 B
ATIRE &1 R Y| &, D] B8l U8 & [ Arhe HSIe Jpel
T8I 2 | I8 98d g3 Q1 SR of dl foraT oifehe d =refl 18] U1 g
g1 ¥ go ared § {6 @ arhe S o R @ Reg fovan o
RE1E GUNI a1 § I8 ol A8l § (& a1 ST BIs SSallgd af
TS & f 3 999 & iR IS JARYT Y HIAT TSI AT
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ST AT FARTST: AHTYL ST, S8 S SIFbR] &l
3R I 15 AT Jg1 el b § TP g § Fiead Rk iR I
ST®RT ST A | S8l deb ITferdl & SR IR UTsde ©iad &l
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B A B 1 & TTZIC W § | FO AN BIS el TGS AR
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J TR A1 VT |igH a1 U &R 3 9 9i &1 995 & ofax
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T @ T RTd SR UiE A1e] 81 T | Tt Sl 9 i Aol /A faee,
PIADI 3R AT H SN TN 8, I8 29 AR b aT 81 S | I+ I
B 44T < T, &9 AT Bl s Wi &1 | S A AT €, S 9 ot uig
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SYTET DT &4 STRTae H ST & fery =1 =re|

Vacancies in High Courts

*372. SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: Will the Minister of LAW AND
JUSTICE be pleased to state:
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