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northern rivers with the southern rivers—the Sindh, the Jhelum and the 

Chenab, with those rivers. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is out of scope. I have allowed it only 

because the Minister is speaking for the first time. 

SHRI J. CHITHARANJAN: Sir, during the last 12 years, amounts have 

been provided in the Budget for developing inland waterways, one of which is the 

waterways from Quilon or Kollam to Kodumgallore, there are certain others 

also. But even though amounts have been provided in the Budget, the works are 

not being taken up seriously; it is not progressing. 

Coverage of FM Radio 

*371. SHRI PRITHVIRAJ CHAVAN: Will the Minister of 

INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING be pleased to state: 

(a) the total number of FM Radio Stations in the country; 

(b) the percentage of population covered by these Stations; 

(c) how many new FM Radio Stations are proposed to be started during 

the Tenth Plan, year-wise; and 

(d) by when Government hope to achieve full coverage of FM 

Broadcast? 

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING 

(SHRIMATI SUSHMA SWARAJ): (a) to (d) A Statement is laid on the Table 

of the House: 

Statement 

(a) 133 FM Radio Stations of All India Radio are presently functioning in the 

country. AIR is also operating 6 FM Stations of Gyan Vani Channel of Indira 

Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU). In addition, 10 private FM channels 

are also operational. 

(b) 31.34% of population is covered by AIR FM Radio broadcast. 

(c) 95 new FM stations (including replacement of 12 existing MW 

transmitters) and upgradation of 18 existing FM Stations of AIR are 

envisaged during the Tenth Five Year Plan. 
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(d) Full coverage through FM broadcast, will depend on the availability of 

resources and it is not possible to give a definite time-frame in this regard. 

However, after the implementation of Tenth Five Year Plan Projects, FM coverage 

is expected to be available to about 50% population of the country. 

SHRI PRITHVIRAJ CHAVAN: Sir, this question relates to increasing the 

coverage by FM broadcasting system in the country. The Ministry has replied 

that A.I.R. is operating six FM stations of Gyan Vani Channel of the Indira 

Gandhi National Open University. My specific question is: Would you permit the 

open universities which are run by the various State Governments like the 

Yashwantrao Chavan Open University in Maharashtra, to broadcast their 

programmes? Is there any application received from them to run FM channels 

on your Station, by using your equipment? Also, will you permit the State 

Governments to have their own FM channels? In the State agricultural 

universities are there, open universities are there. What is your policy for 

installing/running FM channels? 

  ����� ��"�� #�	�$ : MgBIXW QP, Ab�K HIJK  ABLDA MK M_T Je Dह 
MRXUW JFWK हbY �baP ह\ XJ YJ TDP TPXW हA ted �[WBXEW JF FहK हG XQMJK  WहW 
MBFK YQbJK aTt mN[ZP�RaNM DBTP [ZK}M An UtTK EBtP DRXTE�MZPQ IIM,IITs DहBN 
WJ XJ FKXQ�nXaDt [JR �M gP SeZK FM ªPqEnMP `G� IF fITK FKX�De [ZKaT tdB 
MJWK हGk mMJK  XtY fgP हA J\ X`TKZ An QB FहK हG uF Dह YJ `हbW f¤SB �[WBE tKJF 
हA J\ X`TKZ An QB FहK हGk fdF mMJe J\ X`TKZ MK fTbAe_T XAt QBWB ह\ We XT|£UW WyF 
IF ABTTPD MBNM_ TK Qe UBहB ह\, Eह [E�T IRFB हedB k  

SHRI PRITHVIRAJ CHAVAN: Sir, the Minister has stated that 

complete coverage will not be possible in the Tenth Five Year Plan due to paucity 

of resources. If that is the case, will the Government consider all owing private 

sector investment in installing FM stations or AM stations or even for digital 

broadcasting? You are now permitting digital broadcasting for advertisement 

purposes. Will you permit private investment in hardware, for installing FM 

stations? 

 
����� ��"�� #�	�$ : MgBIXW QP, AG HIJK  ABLDA MK ABTTPD 

MBNM_ Je Dह `WBTB UBहR NdP XJ HtFK�P MT 2000 An हATK �BmEKZ �tKDMz Je 
FM3 An HTK JP mQBQW _K _P ह\ k M« 2000 MK IहtK JK Et Ht mNX�DB 
FKX�Dr FM tdWB �B uF Jep XTQP gBdP_BFP JP fTbAXW Tहj �P tKXJT M«              
2000 MK, Q` MK �BmEKZ �tKDMz हA tBY ह\ , mM MAD 25 [ZKaNM {MK ह\ Qe 
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�BmEKZ �tKDMz JK  हG, XQTAn MK 10 [ZKaNM UBtR हe dY हG uF 15 [ZKaNM 
UBtR हe QBYNdK Jb S 29 X_MN`F WJ uF Jb S 29 fd[W WJ UBtR हe 
QBYNdn uF mTJP �[Zz pDF JP tBmMnM �PM gP हAJe XAt UbJP ह\ k  

 
 MgBIXW Aहe_D, FM JB _RMFB UFl gP हA घeX�W JFTK EBtK ह\ 
XQMAK FMJK  �BmEKZ �tKDMz HYNdK mMXtY Dह Qe �UWB ह\ XJ हATK 
_MEj INUE�vD DeQTB An  FMJB IRFB JEFKQ Tहj F�B, Dह ]XUW Tहj ह\ 
qDrXJ �BmEKZ �tKDMz JK  HTK JK  `B_ mMAn JB�P dXW HYdP k  

 
�� �%$& ��'�� : MgBIXW QP ANOP Aहe_DB TK `WBDB XJ M« 

2000 MK �BmEKZ �tKDMz HYk QहBN WJ AKFP QBTJBFP ह\, AG,UBहR NdB XJ ANOP 
Aहe_DB fITK QEB` Je �eoB Mb�BF tn qDrXJ MT 2000 MK IहtK gP 
�BmEKZ �tKDMz �K, Ab`p An Times FM YJ QABTK MK ह\ M« 2000 MK ZK��Fd 
XM[ZA �IT हbH k IहtK Dह �B XJ Qe gP HWB �B, ]MMK tBmMnM 
�PM tKJF हA HIJe YtB¬ JF _KWK �K k Q` Zn��Fd XM[ZA abc XJDB 
dDB ]MJK  `B_ 25 �BmEKZ �tKDMz H XQTAn MK 10 fgP HIFKZ JF FहK हG k 
AKFP QBTJBFP ह\ XJ `हbW MBFP JN IXTDBN हG XQCहrTK ( �DE�BT ) ... 

 
�� ������ : HI fITP QBTJBFP AW _e, mTMK QBTJBFP te k  

 
�� �%$& ��'�� :  MgBIXW QP, HIJK  QEB` JB AG JBDt हRN mMJK  `B_ 
Jb S Tहj `etB QB MJWB k tKXJT AG DB_ X_tBTB UBहR NdB XJ M« 2000 MK 
IहtK gP �BmEKZ �tKDMz �K k MT 2000 An A\TK हP M_T An [I\at AGaT An 
Dह XE�D F�B �B XJ FMU\Tt JK  XtY Zn��Fd �eMKM हeTB UBXहY k 
]MJK  `B_ Q` Zn�F �IT XJDB dDB, ]MAn 25 JN IXTDBN �BpTt हbp 
uF ]TAn MK 10 JN IXTDBN HQ HIFKZ JF FहP हG tKXJT Qe 15 JN IXTDBN 
HIFKZ Tहj JF FहP ह\, ]TJB JहTB Dह ह\ XJ ABJ­ Z JN �PaNM fTbJR t 
Tहj ह\ k ]CहeTn `हbW `oK _BA _KJF tK We XtDB tKXJT EK UtB Tहj IB FहK 
हGk AG IRSTB UBहWB हR N XJ qDB ABJ® Z JN �PaNM Je X�F MK XF�DR XJDB QB 
FहB ह\  _RMFP `BW AG Dह IRSTB UBहWB हR N XJ qDB ]TJe Jep �\�tBmT _P 
dp ह\ XJ mWTK MAD JK  fN_F HIJe �MBFl abc JFTB IoKdB EFTB 
HIJe Qe tBmMnM X_DB dDB ह\ , Eह J\ XMt XJDB QBYdB uF X�F MK 
ZG�F ¯teZ XJDB QBYdB k  
  ����� ��"�� #�	�$: MgBIXW QP, ]CहrTK  Qe QBTJBFP _P 
uF ]MJK  `B_ HITK Ab�K JहB XJ AG QBTJBFP _RN AG XT|£UW WyF IF ]Cहn 
QBTJBFP _KTB UBहR Ndj k QहBN WJ IBXtMP JK  WyF IF �BmEKZ �tKDMz Je 
tBTK JP `BW ह\, Eह MT 2000 An WD हbH k QहBN WJ `BJP �BmEKZ �tKDMz 
Je tBTK JP `BW ह\ �BmEKZ �tKDMz An MK Jb S ted JeZz UtK dY°k Qe ted 
JeZz UtK dDK, ]CहrTK हABFK MB� {±PAnZ gP MBmT Tहj XJDB XQT tedr 
TK हABFK MB� {±PAnZ MBmT XJDB {MK tedr An MK IBNU JB Abi`p JK  fN_F 
mZ\XFA fFnQAnZ JF X_DB dDB uF ]T tedr Je mNZ\XFA JP IFXAaT  
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_K _P dDP XQMJK  JBFl IBNU UBtR हe dDK हG k `BJP Qe 9 WPT A\�eQ An DBTP X_�tP, 
JetJeWB uF UKCTp An Qe [ZnaNM ह\, Eह 29 fd[W WJ UBtR हe QBYNdK k ]CहeTn K̀XMT 
Je I\MB _K X_DB, हA tedr Je tBmMnM �P _K _P ह\ k Qe TBT A\�eQ ह\, ]TAn MK gP IBNU 
UBtR हe dDK हG uF 6 TK �[Zz pDF JP tBmMnM �PM _K _P ह\ k Eह 29 X_Mi`F WJ E\Xt� 
हG uF 29 X_Mi`F Je Eह _RMFP gP _K _ndKk �\�tBmT HtFK�P _P QB UbJP ह\, TBT A\�eQ 
Je 29 X_Mi`F WJ JP uF AK�e EBtr Je 29 fd[W, 2003 WJ JP k mM �\�tBmT JK  
MB� Eह {±PAnZM Ut Fहn हG uF Dह 25 [ZKaNM mM �\�tBmT JK  MB� HIFK£TtBmQ हe 
QBYNdn, Dह QBTJBFP AG HIJe _KTB UBहWP हRNk  
 

 �� ह	�
 	��� : MgBIXW Aहe_D Ht mNX�DB FKX�De JP Qe JEFKQ ह\, Eह 
FB²�PD JEFKQ JP WbtTB An Qe IEzWPD �KO ह\, MPABNW �KO ह\, ]TAn `हbW JA ह\ k HITK 
fITK ]©F An JहB ह\ XJ _MEj INUE�vD DeQTB An HI Ht mNX�DB FKX�De JP JEFKQ 
JK  �KO Je `�BTK QB FहP ह\ k AKFB HIMK fTbFe� ह\ XJ qDB HI Qe IEzWPD �KO ह\, MPABNW 
�KO ह\, ]TAn Ht mNX�DB FKX�DB JP JEFKQ `�K ]MJK  XtY Jep XEaK�  J_A ]�B FहP 
ह\ ]MAn XEaK� WyF IF AG ]©FBNUt JB XQ� JFTB UBहRNdB Qe HIJB fITB FBwD gP हG, 
QहBN JB HI �XWXTX�^E JFWP ह\? UहBN Jb S te �BNMAPZMz tdK हbY ह\ , qDB ]TJe 
fI±K� JFTK JP EWzABT INUE�vD DeQTB An Jep DeQTB ह\, Jep �[WBE ह\ ?  
 

 ����� ��"�� #�	�$: MgBIXW Aहe_D, IहtK We AG Dह `WB _RN XJ mM MEBt 
JK  QEB` An JK Et Y�. YA JP JEFKQ JK  XtY हATK JहB k �t mNX�DB FKX�De JK Et 
Y�.YA. JP JEFKQ Tहj JFWB , APX�DA EKE MK uF a�Zz EKE MK gP  JEF JFWB ह\| 
APX�DA EKE uF a�Zz EKE MK tdgd IRFB _Ka JE�z ह\ k HQ gP  fdF FKX�De JP 
�BMNXdJWB Jहj `TWP ह\ We Eह _RF _FBQ JK  �KOr uF IEzWPD �KOr An Jहj wDB_B `TWP 
ह\ k ZKtPXEXQT MK Jहj wDB_B EहBN FKX�De _K�B QBWB ह\ k mMPXtY QहBN WJ JEFKQ JB 
MEBt ह\, Qe INUE�vD DeQTB An AGTK IUBM �PM_P JEFKQ JP `BW JP ह\ , Eह JK Et 
Y�.YA  JK  JEFKQ JP `BWn JP ह\k tKXJT APX�DA EKE uF a�Zz EKE MK mT�BA®aT uF 
mNZFZKTAnZ MBFB QB FहB ह\ k QहBN WJ ]©FBNUt JB MEBt ह\ We AKFB YJ AbहN JB IbZ gP 
]M FBwD JP WF� ह\ qDrXJ AG ]©FBNUt MK हP MBNM_ हRN We AG ]TMK JहTB UBहRNdP XJ 
Qe HIJP �UWB ह\, Eह AKFP �UWB ह\ uF ]MAn `FB`F JP MB�P_BF हeWK हbY wDB_B MK 
wDB_B JBA हA ]©FBNUt An FKX�De JK  XtY JFTB UBहndKk  

Vacancies in High Courts 

*372. SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: Will the Minister of LAW AND 

JUSTICE be pleased to state: 
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