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northern rivers with the southern rivers—the Sindh, the Jhelum and the
Chenab, with those rivers.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is out of scope. | have allowed it
only because the Minister is speaking for the first time.

SHRI J. CHITHARANJAN: Sir, during the last 12 years, amounts
have been provided in the Budget for developing inland waterways, one of
which is the waterways from Quilon or Kollam to Kodumgallore, there are
certain others also. But even though amounts have been provided in the
Budget, the works are not being taken up seriously; it is not progressing.

Coverage of FM Radio

*371. SHRI PRITHVIRAJ CHAVAN: Will the Minister of
INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of FM Radio Stations in the country;
(b} the percentage of population covered by these Stations;

(c) how many new FM Radio Stations are proposed to be started
during the Tenth Plan, year-wise; and

(d) by when Government hope to achieve full coverage of FM
Broadcast?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING
{SHRIMATI SUSHMA SWARAJ): (a) to (d} A Statement is laid on the
Table of the House:

Statement

(a) 133 FM Radio Stations of All India Radio are presently functioning
in the country. AR is also operating 6 FM Stations of Gyan Vani Channe!
of Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU). In addition, 10 private
FM channels are also operational.

(b) 31.34% of population is covered by AIR FM Radio broadcast.

(c) 95 new FM stations {including replacement of 12 existing MW
transmitters) and upgradation of 18 existing FM Stations of AIR are
envisaged during the Tenth Five Year Plan.
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(d) Full coverage through FM broadcast, will depend on the availability
of resources and it is not possible to give a definite time-frame in this
regard. However, after the implementation of Tenth Five Year Plan Projects,
FM coverage is expected to be available to about 50% population of the
country.

SHRI PRITHVIRAJ CHAVAN: Sir, this question relates to increasing
the coverage by FM broadcasting system in the country. The Ministry has
replied that A.l.R. is operating six FM stations of Gyan Vani Channel of
the Indira Gandhi National Open University. My specific question is: Would
you permit the open universities which are run by the various State
Governments like the Yashwantrao Chavan Open University in
Maharashtra, to broadcast their programmes? Is there any application
received from them to run FM channels on your Station, by using your
equipment? Also, will you permit the State Governments to have their
own FM channels? In the State agricultural universities are there, open
universities are there. What is your policy for installing/running FM
channels?

St U @Ot : GUTata o, 3 23Te AIEgH § 989 H 9% giad $ g
et & Tk wa 7t fifa g & wearfad o @ 8 e dea 9 U v $eegyd
It e § ger gt gfafdd@s 1M, 11Ts, 78 7 T HeSimae s ea vt 8
FM Wit e o707 e =ym o uwd 1399 fag sniten Sfmed @
T 3R 7% UH 9gd 3T WA Tl g6 digde # W @ ¥ 7R T hfete @
argure foer = & <@ fafega i W oeg wiae 3 9 9@ €, 98 =@ qU g

SHRI PRITHVIRAJ CHAVAN: Sir, the Minister has stated that
complete coverage wili not be possibie in the Tenth Five Year Plan due to
paucity of resources. If that is the case, will the Government consider
all owing private sector investment in instaliing FM stations or AM stations
or even for digital broadcasting? You are now permitting digital broadcasting
for advertisement purposes. Will you permit private investment in hardware,
for installing FM stations?

et geA @O gvmafd S, § o Wy § wE  9ihg Y 9 Jar
=gt foh 3o 91 2000 § o WA o FI FM ¥ TR ®t oo TS R 1E
2000 ¥ 98 Sae e sfean et FM wren =1 3 18 st welierd = srmfa
e ot e T 2000 |, 79 9 W5 wiad s T E, TG 25 RYw M@ &
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wEa g & €, fed @ 10 Vi a1 @ e it 15 weiE =] 8 9 /8 29
fedat o 3R @ 29 3T T 1y B I i T i TR = AEm w ot
TRt faet gt ¥

T T8EE, FM =1 80 = off &9 Oifva 3 o € f5ad FM 2 e
i A gufe 7w i fam ¥ fos 09 gue deedia d@emd M U EEE
¢t T, e 3faa 3¢ ¥ wifs wgde Sud F oM & A 39 w TR Afa s )

sit Fora fregw: wwfa st S5 weRm Y s f5 9 2000 & WEER
wgd Y | 5 9% A0 AEE ®, d = fe we wEea s sae @ 9
gur o FifF 1 2000 ¥ T iR S &, §o€H Times FM T SHA
¥ ¥ 97 2000 @ T fawem 3irgw gom ) vea a9 o f < oft amen o, 39 ogEw
I AFT B IGH) UATS: L 20 4| 5a Sefin fawen y& fovm = 3ua a8 25
ez e sy fad A 10 it sTre F B ) 31 e R o aga ol s it
o= .. (saar)

3t wuTIfy; 2179 SO IS 1A §), 399 SIS o

st worg freaa: wyrefa oY, oTUS wam w1 # w154 €, 799 9% §9 @
e 5 TR | efE 1§ g e =gm 6 99 2000 § TEe M wnde wEd 8167
2000 % M & g7 ¥ Wy o 9% fava @ a1 fe FM 37a & o S i
B =Ifeq | S w1E o9 d=U 309 famar man, sad 25 wafal e ¢ ofiv e
A 10 HUCrE 37 AIGR F @ E A A 15 Fabmar e 18w E §, 37
w1 7% & 5 wiehe F3TE Rae 76 ¥ 15 95 9 W IR A 9t foran aifes
A wen ¢l W T 1 F g A € e ne e wdvw w i A feg fem s
pitamdiwmpEpnam i mem s d W ifa o &
s 3i fong @ 3 vl fean s

st e Tt Tafa <, IR S SRE § o IS TR A g
we 5 & It €, § fifvee S o 5 s 3 9 el g wferdt & d
T WTEAE WITH T T H A €, I §9 2000 H 79 TN | R 7 ! IRde @
F TH F1 97 T TEIR A T | FE A FE 99 M) A A FRE =S T, 7R
TR Ay Wi o g i e fom it 3 g wre Ui ara e T e
Q i 1 e o Sy SR arteie e Tt 3w Sl ) $2tm ) e
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2 T fows wRo O e, 8 T At Sl g 99 9w § g feeed, Serni
3R ¢ § WY 'Ry §, 9% 29 o7 99 AT € S | 3R afaw =t Y € faan,
marf A aREe R IR M A A E, ITH A M um A A A T aine
W O F) eEE Bie ¢ F ¥ 97 29 fewrn 9w dfae ¥ o 29 fegm wr w
TEG ot 3 N | e SRS € gt ], TR W 29 femwtasw w1
ATt Y 29 IR, 2003 6 Y |79 TSR ® WY 9% Wik 99 @ ¥ AR aw 25
I 79 ITART & WY SRS B S, Fg THe 7 St 27 =wed g

ot wlw TEa: wvrefa ARigy st e e ot < el €, A U A
Fgan AR A g, dois g sl agaFn b I TR TR S A FE
o Tt yeerdfa 9 8 o arer e edi st wae & i seR W@ B
Ay 3ad Y } e 2 Y wddia &7 ¥, wiwia &= F, 39 st e e
B FAS F9¢ IWH  fory wTE fadrg gy 3 @ € 3w fadm R i swima =
5 S =R S0 3aem 31 o oft €, sl = a9 wfafHfue w5t @) awi e
i gigHted @i g §, F91 H sils £ H g9 Y9asg Qe § w1 Qe
%, 18 g &7

et e w0 : |Tad 98, 9o o & 7 94 § 50 va & sae
T Fad THR.IE. B F 5 fog T w1 e ifem Hed S0 uwowm, =t
HA TE e, Hifeam 3 9 R w39 F ot wer wn €1 Hifemm A iR wd A
WA 0 AW waE ¥ ) 30 ot 3R e it Wi FE S 6 aw w-suw
= &l ST et &1 F el Sl S B 1 2efifae | et v wwi e S|
¥ 1 TEiTeIY et O FA 1 gare &, W d=adia G § 1 g9 wiest s
F1 9 1 ¥, TR HoA TE.TH. D Ho9 F A #1 ¥ afe difemm dm sk vé &a
J gt o e /o w1 | el T ISTEe F1 gard € 9 o 4T
1qe Wi 38 v T T i o Swed § @ wes g9 i o w9 fe
S saraeht fear &, aﬁﬁﬁﬁm%ﬁ?mﬁwaﬁﬁmaﬁ@zmﬁmm
T Iaa ¥ e = fau s 9@ |

Vacancies in High Courts

*372. SHRI K. NATWAR SINGH: Will the Minister of LAW AND
JUSTICE be pleased to state:
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