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*404 [The question (Shri Rama Chandra Khuntia) was absent for 

answer vide page 45.] 

Rural Electrification In Orlssa 

*405. SHRI SURENDRA LATH: Will the Minister of POWER be 

pleased to state: 

(a) the amount spent by the Rural Electrification corporation for 
providing electricity to the villages in Orissa, during Ninth Five Year Plan; 

(b) the number of villages In that State which have been electrified during 

that plan period year-wise; and 

(c) the reasons for tardy progress in rural electrification in that State? 

THE MINISTER OF POWER (SHRI ANANT GANGARAM GEETE): (a) 

to (c) A Statement is laid on the table of the House. 

Statement 

(a) Rs. 94.83 crores was disbursed by Rural Electrification Corporation 

(REC) to GRIDCO (erstwhile Orissa State Electricity Board) during the Ninth 

Plan Period for electrification of villages and intensification wori<s. 
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(b) Against a target of electrification of 3000 villages, the total number of 
villages electrified is 2794; the year-wise details of villages electrified during 
Ninth Plan furnished by Government of Orissa are as under:  

SI. No.    Year Total Number of villages 

 electrified 

1.           1997-98 800 
2.           1998-99 817 

3.           1999-00' 934 

4.           2000-01 138 

5.           2001-02 105 

Total 2794 

(c) The progress of village electrification during Ninth Plan has been about 

94% of the target. It was relatively less during 2000-01 and 2001 -02 in view of 

transition during privatisation of distribution system as also because of severe 

cyclone in last 1999-2000. 
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SHRI M.V. RAJASEKHARAN: Mr. Chairman. Sir, rural electrification is 

very important for the progress of rural India. According to the figures which 

have been supplied to us, we find that the progress is very slow. Therefore, I 

would like to know specifically from the hon. Minister whether any 

comprehensive Plan is being considered by the Central Government during the 

Tenth-Five-Year-Plan. Sir, as you are aware, we have got more than 5 lakh 

villages, and still, darkness is prevailing all over. Unless rural electrification is 

taken up on a top priority, we will not be able to bring out economic growth in 

the rural areas. Therefore, I would like to know from the hon. Minister 

specifically what steps the Central Government is going to take in this direction. 
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