RAJYA SABHA [5 December, 2002]

Unreasonable tariff of telephone services

SHRI CO, POULOSE (Kerala): Madam, my Special Menlion relates
to telephone tariff, The Telecom Department, while it was in charge of
telephone operations, and now BSNL, has classified its operational areas as
urban and rural.

The urban subscribers are charged higher rates of, rental tariff than
the rural subscribers, The benefit of reduced rates is also available in respect
of call charges, The BSNL has, arbitrarily, decided to bring almost all rural
subscribers on a par with urban subscribers, and is overcharging them,

The criterion for fixation of subscribers as rural/urban is the census
figures. In States like Kerala, where the population density is much high. the
classification, according to the census data, is totally unrealistic, The ordinary
telephone subscribers in villages are, mostly, ordinary/low-income people, and
classifying them into the urban category will cause heavy hardships to them.
Teleptione connection can no more be considered a luxury item. It is an
essential item for daily life. A large number of subscribers are finding it difficult
to continue with the telephone connection with an increased tariff.

| request the Government to direct the BSNL to classify only
Corporations, Municipalities and Taluk Head Quarters as urban, and the areas
under village/Panchayat as rural, and charge them accordingly,

Hogenakkal Water Supply and Sanitation Project in Dharmapuri District of
Tamil Nadu

SHRI C. PERUMAL (Tamil Nadu): Madam, the Hogenakkal Water
Supply and Sanitation Project was formulated to cover the two-third area of
Dharmapuri District in Tamil Nadu, comprising three municipalities, 17 town
Panchayats and 5542 rural habitations of 18 panchayat unions, at an
estimated cost of Rs.i,008 crores, The target population to be benefited by this
project would be, approximately, 40 lakhs. Initially, the project was taken up for
investigation with the intention of getting financial assistance from the
Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund (OECF), Japan. AS agreed to by the
OECF Team, 'they did not visit the project. In the year 1999, as per the
direction of Government of Tamil Nadu, the necessary project report
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was prepared and sent to the Government for posing to OPEC (Organisation
of Petroleum Exporting Countries) loan assistance from the Middle East
countries. In July, 2001, the Tamil Nadu Government prepared the necessary
project report and sent it for posing to JBIG (Japan Bank of International Go-
operation) for loan assistance for the implementation of the project. Recently,
the Government of Tamil Nadu and the Government of Malaysia expressed
their desire of co-operating in establishing the Hogenakkal Water Supply and
Sanitation Project in Dharmapuri District, and the Memorandum of
Understanding has been sent to the Government of India for its clearance. |
request the Government, through this House, for an early clearance of the
Memorandum of Understanding sent by the Tamil Nadu Government, in order
to implement the Hogenakkal Water Supply and Sanitation Project. ~Thank
you, Madam.

Closure of NIC Mills
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SHRI JIBON ROY (West Bengal): Madam, | w/ish to associate myself
with what the hon. Member has said. The Ministry should do something; the
workers are dying; the mills are closed.
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