[9 December, 2002] RAJYA SABHA

THE WILDLIFE (PROTECTION) AMENDMENT BILL, 2002

THE VICE CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Now, we will
take up the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2002.

THE MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI T.R.
BAALU): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, | move:

"That the Bill further to amend the Wild life (Protection) Act, 1972, be
taken into consideration."

Sir, as this august House is aware, the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972,
provides for protection of wild animals, birds and plants, management of their
habitats, and regulation and control of trade in the products derived from
various species of wild animals. This legislation, made three decades ago, is
the testimony to our will and vision for protecting the environment and ecology.

Wildlife is the barometer of the health of the forests and holds the key
for India's water resources and also for food security. More than 600 million
people depend for their livelihood on forests, wetlands, grasslands and coastal
areas. India's National parks and Sanctuaries are the cradles of our rivers,
lakes and water resources, with nearly 300 rivers originating from there.
Despite having only 2 per cent of the geographical area of the world, India
takes pride in possessing 50 per cent of the global Tigers and Asiatic
elephants, and 65 per cent of the one-homed Rhinos. Besides, the only
surviving population of Asiatic lions are found in this country. In India, forests
and protected areas play a crucial role in harbouring 8000 known medicinal
plants in the wild. The demand for medicinal plants is growing, and a large
proportion of India's population prefers naturopathy to allopathic medicines.
This august House is aware that the quality of environment is intricately linked
with the nature and the unique biological resources that have been bestowed
by Mother nature. Bio-diversity conservation cannot be restricted to national
parks and sanctuaries alone. Areas which are outside the network of protected
area form vital ecological corridor to protect wildlife and maintain its continuity.

In 1970, there were only 65 protected areas, we have now been able
to establish 587 national parks and wildlife sanctuaries in the country.
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The population of important species like tigers, elephants, rhino, lion etc. has
improved satisfactorily because of the sustained efforts made by the Centre as
well as the States. However, a need has been felt for further strengthening the
provisions pertaining to several important aspects.

During January this year, the hon. Prime Minister had released the
National Wild Life Action Plan highlighting the policy and the actions to be
adopted for the conservation of wildlife. The Wild Life conservation Strategy,
launched by the Hon'ble Prime Minister, recognizes the fact that while wild life
is important, protecting the interests of the poor and tribals, living in and
around the protected areas, is also equally important. This can be achieved by
maintaining cordial relationship between the people and the managers.

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, with this backdrop, | now bring the important
features of the proposed amendments to the attention of the hon. Members.
An important provision made in this Bill seeks for creation of two new
categories of protected areas, i.e., "Conservation Reserve" and "Community
Reserve". These reserves would preferably link the national parks and
sanctuaries for the protection of wildlife and its habitat. However, they will be
managed by the local community in a transparent and participatory manner
involving the members of village Panchayats, NGOs, and other experts. The
declaration of these two reserves aims at improving the socio-economic
conditions of the people living in those areas as well as conservation of wildlife
through sustainable utilization of forest produce. In addition, it is also proposed
that the existing wildlife sanctuaries are managed in a participatory way with
the involvement of representatives of Panchayati Raj Institutions, NGOs and
other experts.

The existing provisions do not prescribe any time limit to settle the
claims of the people after the notification of intent is issued in respect of
national parks and sanctuaries. As a result, the objective of conservation has
got a setback and several sanctuaries and national parks have been put to
misuse and encroachments. It is now proposed to limit the period of settling
the claims to two years.

At present, the Indian Board for Wild Life (IBWL), under the
Chairmanship of hon. Prime Minister, is the highest advisory body at the
National level "for promoting conservation and controlling poaching through
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coordinated policy and administrative measures. The Bill seeks that the
National Board is given statutory status and is renamed as the National Board
for Wild Life. Similarly, the State level Boards, headed by the Chief Minister of
the respective State, are to be renamed as the State Board for Wild Life.

At the time of enactment of the 1972 Act, many persons who had in
their possession wild animals and their derivatives belonging to Schedule | and
Part Il of Schedule Il could not declare them within the limited period of 30
days. The proposed amendment will give them one more opportunity.
Currently, persons having ownership certificates in respect of Schedule | and
Part Il of Schedule Il animals can sell or transfer such articles. This has
encouraged illegal trade in wildlife products. In order to prevent such activities,
an amendment is proposed to restrict such transaction except by way of
inheritance.

Poaching and illegal trade, if not controlled effectively, have the
potential to nullify all achievements made so far in wildlife conservation.
Stringent provisions are, therefore, proposed for forfeiture of the properties of
criminals who have been convicted in the past for heinous wildlife crimes.
These provisions are similar to the provisions of the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985.

Presently, the penalties for committing offences lack in severity. It is,
therefore, proposed that these are enhanced from a minimum of one year to
three years extendable to seven years besides doubling the fine from the
existing Rs.5,000/- to Rs.10,000/-. In order to improve the intelligence
gathering in wildlife crimes, the existing provisions for rewarding the informers
are sought to be amended so as to enhance the reward from 20 per cent to 50
per cent, and a reward of up to Rs.10,000/- is also proposed to be given to the
informant by the State Government.

Unregulated growth of zoos in the country has seriously affected the
quality of zoo management. It is, therefore, proposed that no new zoo shall be
established without prior approval of the. Central Zoo Authority. Sale and
transfer of scheduled animals by zoos will also be regulated to prevent illegal
transaction.

307



RAJYA SABHA [9 December, 2002]

Encroachment in the sanctuaries and national parks is a matter of
serious concern for bio-diversity conservation and integrity of the area. Hence,
the proposal has been made to empower the officials to evict such
encroachments. Besides, . some other changes of consequential and
incidental nature have also been proposed in the Bill.

| hope this Bill, which seeks to further the cause of protection of
wildlife of the country, is a non-controversial measure, and, hence, will find
support of the House.

With these words, Sir, | beg to move for leave for consideration of
Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2002. Thank you, Sir.

The question was proposed

ST, IERR IEHS (IO : ITAHTEIS FRIed, § 97 Sfia dene fadws,
2002 BT FALT PR & oI @1 gl § | § ST SAloY WRIG SRl g b A #H241
STt 59 e & A1ed 9 go V) Heayul a1 o1 j8 § el 9 Sitdl B g9 &6 fog
aR<Ig ¥ rgegehar Al iR ST A Sl 14 AT HAT S 7 BEl § 9 39 A € 1 T
AT FEANT 3R FASHIRIT ST 59 fA89d & A1egH | HIIH A DI 919 ©, 98 98 &l
wEwyYl 2, Rifh [EAN & 841, &A1 SHmfiieRi & dean 4, @97 daned
RT3 b FSANT W, g7 SHal AT S| DT T 81 JRepel 8 | GART Sl AT 5P
3ieR T PR & ST & J1ag I §, T8 & o7 TR & T W &, T DI S
PR P R TPR & Y198 I &, SRTHAY Pl SN & IR § 579 JhR & H1aem I
2, IR § A 97 Si1ai BT Sl AN RIGR B & A7 I1 DI JHA Ugad 5, 39 R
ffead ©U 4 3G I | STy § S Wagi $T W AT § | A1 SUHAHTEIE
SHY, 1T § Bl o [N ok FeHIfl, ool & 8T A 9+ Siidl &l g9 & fofg
TEA ATTLID & | 5 GG | H A1 H3T Sf A 37U BRA1 A b b BT a1 A
B G 3R FewIfiar T8l 81 g, SHS 3feR AD] I ARG UaT Bl Al
TG UL | S AR AR 8, ST fF STl a1 ivaRuAl & U I8 §, Sd!
A3 BT & 5 THR | T MR STHT FRTER0 I, HY &4 ITD! U M9 F
Sire, A1 (19T ©U & I9H 37 a7 Sfial iR 941 & g9 # wag fFerft | o e 4@
IR a7 ST 9IS 6 TS+ BT AN 8, $1 YR TR 5T 97 Si1g IS P TS+ Bl
rae W 59 e 9§ vt 7, R sfer w8l & ufafifd enfiet 81 | areaa o sa
ff BT 9 e & 3ER GUR BN | IHH 57 T 3R olles 991 & wa o 811 | 51
IR a7 ST 9IS BT Uae & S99 < ol I9T & Aew 811 3R Uh 59 e &l
FERI BT | H A1 H3T ST 4 A8 HRAT ATE [ Teb &b I R 3R 9 A& & Y
S e ¥ q1 SATET I BT, TIfh IHH Uaf 7R
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Tirer, SF1 Ul & FERI| DI ISP 3SR AT B BT HidhT (7t b | H 3791 51a 54
e H $ a1 =g 8T A1, Al A TG H3A1 S 7 9 19 a1S B 55% Bl daled
HRI gY, 1 aY &b URH H T TR & 3fids 3T 3R ST I/ Pal 6 1994 F 1998 &
19 3 4 91 b SRT 285 AT MR FRI Agall Bl F T T g, Al AId § I8 I8
i 1ol 3AfPBS & | T Al  3Abs & [TTd! TTHRI 81 TS, ol dgd A U a9 3fR
gu Al B, ! Gg AT ST 1 Ul &1 T8l &1 ST | AT FeT H3i1 St 4 31T I8
9 P8 b 3R <Agall BT BT eI ! T5 Al 39 S9B b 3fd TP WR 4 <igY I« &
SIRAT | 98 e ST RIgUer € | S 59 S0 H $9 UebR & I Bl -1 AT 30H
<HRIe BT I SMTaeda o1, <ifth SHS! ATaBTR® AHe STHT g8 =11 Wl 9gd STov]
g | AR AT ST A % ol TEaR,2001 H WIS b 3iER U ITHE X1 AT 3R I9H
Gl & G ST & R 3 g1 AT 5 a9 2000 H 39 qT6T B ATl Ths! T8, 201 AT BT
GTel Idhs! 115, 176 fhal arai iR dgall & sfgai avMs g3, 63 Uy HI AT dRMS g8
IR A A1 Y Wrel & S b a=TE g8, lfebT gy ot om et QAT off e 7 R ol
SR B 18 T2 2Fh, i faaell 9 awpdt & A1egs | ugd 18 il | gere | S 7
S wET, I Pl PR &9 < 5 aard & 39 970 Sfial &) R <20 8 FEl S B AT 8
el g 91 o1 1 9 99 &1 RIBR 81381 2, I8 98 &1 i dTell ST & |

Gy, § QY B ATl B IR FH AN A SN | B A | i S
IEH e [ 5l @fh & U 3R BIE STell TR &, o) S9 R¥aisr ax & forg
Iq Afth B wHT a1 SITE | 3 2y o) 2rrel 7 ATl & Ty vgel 9 €, S 3l 59
fETRISR PR P folg HH-H-DHH U ¥ AT 6 HEIH BT G937 S | 3717 <A1ii &b o=y ot
Mol 8, 99 & forg “uferes « a5t Rageer fbge 1 & 9 |

SUGTEE Heled, H 3T & A | A1 {31 Si1 I8 WY T8 HRAT A8
5 & 7 39 fadge o1 warTd far 2, 39 fAdae & Uraem=i &) 98 3781 &8 &, dferd |
Tg N wEaT A 5 fa99d 91 S 99 & fIe h-99e 891 91T | 3R 89 Bl
B 991 &, 1 S BT I G DI BT =AY | S W BA I, 9 BT hols 4
9Teld BT 12T | 98 T {5 e F B & @, &9 7 9o © fean ok S9 & 91
I B B Gl ©U F Gt IST$ Y AT $B ANRIET & -7 A € 99 &1
& HIEH A ATH HHIG | SUNHTEI ARG, 31 981 § g7l 919 $B fami uge qem #=i
STt et Ueer Y H 5 SHER U5 | 9T A1 fh 9 @l W & forg uiw |l & Us dIe
AU Y | 98 TR UgH? G 95 G B3N | IE e fohdl ofR T o= i ST |epet oY
| ST9 &9 Qb AT & fofg o &1 U BIe & oy Foll o &l a1 $d &, 9 & oy
BT & TTGE ST 91 B © ol 84 59 IR F 9 qRT €79 91 91T | §9 & 3felal
31T |e | 79 fed I<R
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el &) FRAIRT o= 941 81 381 off, TR A0 9ew Sl b SR 9eel & IoguTe W S §,
Y A ATl dRT ST 8 Xe 2 [ a87 U fRraepiR Veil g3 91 o oy Teb BOTR &R US Ble
fXQ Y | HEeT, # fHA BT Selra 781 PR BT §, <lfh H§ Fe1 dredl § & S8l 89
T JI0T 3 AT IRI ISH H I DI b UTeld DI IHHIS B 2, B4 I8 Wl S+ 91y
% I B BT U 59 < BT &R ARG B | T H 90 §Y Afh A AR BIC -4 BITT
h A I B B AR B, I8 84 <1 A1y T4 89 I8 fU&T B bl o [ Il
I & Ta BT A &, TG Alh 2, g8 1 I I BT UTer ST |

SUHHTEIE Helqd, H Ty ATaR 9§ dlegd 3@l § | 89N I8t Wi U T0rRiHR
TSR HITae & S {3 i # AeTgR € 3l 99 WR 84 4 © | ifd S9i-3+l a8f o
A gE BT 5 | H 7 faurT o SereeR Qi 3 i 98 qra &) o 3R H w1 135 S
B gIaTE 1 & S8l 9 UR e foran 81 9 7 b a1t I wHy Al el off 3iR et
9 I SIERT BT § b o9 IS fFere AR < 31y A 1 98 Rith Isi U &1 319arvy
T Y 9 3R 8 AT UIHR TSR WISTee | 981 S=IH &l S8R oW 91 3R S 4 Wg
ST G A GST AT S BT TH T AT | 98 SR U 99 | 981 g T < w1 e 159
¥ 18 for T UHR B Wk M1 & gaTer J M & B, el & 3R v @iel ydms! T4
2, 99 9 BT 1T § [ 39 & ofex Hqrm @1 fl @1 gl T 2 | 7eley, § 7 59 W)
e # Faret Y ST o7 3R S BT Sare L AT R FEl-wet et ¥ 1 4
SFHRY o ATE) Y STare It 1 f R wEi-T-wE frar 8, Afde Suwes
HEIGY, SRR T8 IR &, BIS o1 Al 781 & | U SIS SAI STel | BT & il a81 ekedl
S 2, a8 5 o1 @) fers < | § e aredn g f& 98 TR Us 9rd 9 agt fewrs
e < 8T 81 3R 39 a1 BT 37 3ol P | o S 7 | Aered, e 9R 7 g
P feR YUFER SR HIoiae Pl MM fAears 81, S HgRm &1 g1 dx & Ml &,
GIfERT 1 A 21, olfh 89 U8 9 B IR T8l 8 6 vqrm 1 & a1 AR W 2
HEIE, | 31T F A1EH | #A O W IR HRA A 5 e, & W | g9 9
B ST BT T ARY 6 a8 HqRE b ¥ | W AR 7 Y g iR ovR B
TSR ST H & A1 98 & a7 781 fam, aR &7 71 fazewm, ©: fa7 781 fazm, wde
feamE 3a1 8 | BR¥E TS I fe@an 7, {6l gRee &I fe@an &, <fe et Sl 98 g1erd
2, SUP] SUDX G BIdT © | Mo g8 BRIC AT I Y81 &, Sl a8l &b TTHIUI Bl U1
ST HEIAT © 311R T8 8 b Sa! I8 ST @I aRW 8l ST A1y Hiifh 394
I AT IR 3G AT & | T8 9 © [ 3R IRAd § BIg ST DI 1 el §
1 98 a8l BT I8 ATl ARG &1 91 el ©, I81 BT AT &1 g1 Feball © | a8t
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P AR B ARY SHIAHT I I0RER 23R Woide W) 1R & 3R gafery agf &1 ame
JTEH! UE ATEdT & b I02HR TRTR HIolae 91 | 31191 98 IS SelT-8Y &1 8, a8
Pl TPR BT PRIER T2 8, oifhT S BRI AT § I8 38! I8 I ST &
SR & P NN BT AL AT J&T & AN BT AP 39 SIR Uolde | 8T Al Sd!
TRITErRT oR Sigper a2 |

YT HEIGY, § AT AeH A A HA1 SN A IE A8 BRAT ATl
{3 3771 ST 98 & BTG &, STd! TERT8 A S B8 Y Fifdh IUHAR TEIR Hiolae
DI g8l b HRIC A1MBAT | FT AR 7 U AT 371 B BT A1EF a1 91 & | 3
ST STHHRT & 3R St JIfSaT | e ATl 8, ST §+ 1) U /@R 4§ 9el, IHh
AR U TR B AT AT IFH G151 I T 2 98 FAIDT o T §OIR Slelk b
e T & 57 BRIT AIBAT AR b 81T §R AP ©, 37 81 [ b 8, Tl SR
BT RIGR HF ITB! @il A §9 AHE BT 99 B 997 I o 32 § 1 39 W= et
TG ST I8 STNI & | AT BT G911, §9D [T 1 31U Fe1g, <AfdhT Sim #7
% A B B8T, 3 BILH BT A 3 T 8141 AMSY | T8 B ATHR] FAT HHART b
forg off 81, 1 a1y , 31 ST & forg U |wAT 81 | VT &1 g1 anfRy {3 i a8t &
HRIHIY & T8 $9 P A 991 X2 | 3 G A H G 1 SR a1 AT b Sl AT g4
IMIRVY H TG B & 3! Ul 1= faeiy w9 4 e &) S anfRy | oeR ®1E
ISR T EOIR AT T58 FOIR WY AT TEATE UTdT 8 3R JWIRTY H FIdh<) Bl
H AT & ? 39 W Fme ) S iy i $E -9 —Dhe! 59 THR F T I IS
Bl &, TR S SIWIRTY &1 JoHdT Ug a1 - Q4T 391 BT © |

IYAHTEIS HEIGd, WRBR o JHIRTI F AN, 7 Rt Fa1s ATargR a1
Ui dfcs |l IMIRUAT & AU THIN BI BRIST Uga & fg U Sal-
SIATHE P AN TATS & | 3P forg A1 § qeTs <1 § 911P I8 U 9 1< Al
2, A S TReHR @ 72 & A1 S-SRt @) S wen € 98 g 7€ 81 8§ Fwife
ST YT RBR B 3R Y S AN DI A o (TG ST & AT J9IRYY b ATFAYT I8+ dTel
T <1 1Y, 3TRIUTA XE areli & g ATell 91 &1 Sy, BieT HieT ISR < &1 971y,
U1 $O 81 81 Y81 & dleth I8 HRIS] wudT AT Al @4 81 78 eIl 3R 3R W BIal 8 al
MY | AP FETAR &b AEIH A AN DI Sid] H Ugd STl 8 | H {9 ATeH A A1
H31 ST A I AT A F SHI-SaedHe Bl Sl AN 8, ISP oIy il T4T Sf 8T 8
IE IR H 9 TR AN T U5, [T U1 HIRYG & BRI ARTS & AL T8 o,
ST 98Td I8 % 8, [T IR JISHIR 781 & d1fh 9IRSl H3 § SHD! 59 09 H g 81
Jb | 5P A & 1§ Y8 Al SRy =TGN 15 ST8f S8l AMIRYY 8, T8 SIS Bl
T 31T & | PR YRAT 3R aR TR, $7% d 3§ SHIdR 8] 8l 8, forad it
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TSI 379G ATHIOT ART 81T & d 379 URJ3HT BT TR P [Ty Wedhd T&d © | SThI TR
S H ARTS YIS X841 6, clfche SI®RI 7 81 &b HIRYT s R DR YRY H Uge S &
| STy STET STHIRUY H SIHTH Y Tl & d81 SN BRI Y 1 39 YBR BT 51
FHCI BI 8 AT 3 UBR B Sl IR+t el 8 I1 ey B 8, S 997 <1 96 |

SUHHTEE FEIG, WIAAR STHIRTY & ATHTH AT ST&1 STe1 IHIRVY 8, T8f
TEA AR QSIS B BR I8 © | H 3P A1eH | A1 H3l SN F g8 BT argl b
ST 9 GASHISl &, ITH 9gd AN QASHSN 1 984 3Te8T H Wl BRA ©, clih H S
3g9a T, ST H |aTs ATEIYR, JURMR J9ARYY & JATHIN <1, T81 I8 Yol
P M W A WBR I SHH TSI © IT A= A 98 AT 4R b I ADR BRIS
HRIS BUAT BT R §, <lfcbT g8 Bl ST b ¢ gier Uy ) @l 781 Rl & | <l o8l
T SI.3AT. BT 9 UTABR SIS 3TYT TSI BT ST ST AT AT /AT HHT
BT ATE g1 o1, I IS R 32T 8141 A1MRY IS TexTs A Sfrd 81 A2y R Ul
wfcrfaferl ox e o @R |

YIS LIS, TS BT b BT H ST&-ST8] Wl BAR IHIRTY & AR
ST8t are ST ¥ YR RET 8, S uR 3 faRIY & < | H I8 91 g9iery $8 W81 § Hife §
31 fa7 gl € Harg AR & YRR TRIR WIiaT 3 BTed S@d I g 5 fh
TR A T T Aol | Y 8T 8 3iR 3R g9 d8i IR &1 el e al f5 waRey
BT T FAM B G0 B T2 T , B RIHIRAT J O I 9971 oY, 89 DT 4 1 S g1
1, B IIPR g4 ol offd W@ 7 Sl AR &1 &, IS99 89 I el g9 argd |
3FeTel F HIRVT ST ATel-TordT It 50 |iet § eI T 3 Y <, T A7 g Y &, 59
3T SIS ST [ #E-S7 § a8i Bl gTefd 1 811 | g8f STaR I7 Al Teu-dd P
HR ST AT ST BISHR BRI A Y, T8 gl 3R SITeR b S | | 1 578 39
THR B ar B AR B, I JMIRTIT 7 3iR faRyaR IuRfR S8R dioae # 31
ThTel &M ¢ 3R R JdR & 89 977 Siig &1 iR aial & 991 @) |9 32 8, S
THR $9 ABIA H 89 S© UM BT U] ST FIHR hd ¢ 991 A, 39 W &I q,
I8 U 984 MaIH d1d o l...(9T DI Ge).... § 95 S G8Y H Hedx 39+ 910 A1
B |

IuquTeae (St A arTSien) : 3 I |

T1. ERR IEAS: H TP 9gd AodqUl fdwg Bl AR HAT ST BT &1 Mhiia
PRAT ATEAT § b 371 A G BIC 7 T AT (AT | 89 9§ ST U IR &,
PHRAT MY, Y8 BART TR T &, o1 91 & | <ifchT § ATqeh HIEH H A1 HAT
ST ¥ 31U HRAT AT b TR SRTASH T SRIAT P 3G W B d& B BT S &
| I AT BT A YT B BT R I BR I8 6, alfcpT §
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AT § b ARPR I8 S b IHBT AN IR deehlel &1 J91d g1 ? fobar ofRdl-ofg
AT fr-fopeT 1ol H I SRISIIR 81 ATl &, STl 3Tl & IR 2, q@ & [Rafa &
3R B @I & RISTIR &b IR H ARBR FAT A Off Y61 & 2 S GeR a8i 3 e o,
SHD! Th AT TR FIT 8 3R [5d THR A I QY BT T RUBL 81 STIET 8 ?
3R A1 ST 3 UBR & AT MY &, ITHT YRT AR BRd 8Y b7 ARPR Bl BIRA AT5Y
o ITHT IR 37eT Y 31X 95 IR § BRA 59 GHS H U fdel T oMY, 579 g
H TP ST & AT e & aR H 519 GUH DIC BT ATQY AT AT Al BRA 39
G T BT TR AT AR U 9 A1Q &, I TARE A 31 I TR DI &1 T[SH Bl ST
o T8 &, ST S G B H ASIGK! BT AT, ST USTS Bl Wil T, S gl IR )
JOTAT 2T, TS I AT P PRV ARI -G AN IRISTIR 81 Y 8, Sl H =nean §
P P TR § R A AR I8 < & (69 THR I S5 ATETRS u& Bl W §Y
Qe BT GRS AN DI T8 &l ST, ARBR IP (oY P D ASTGL Pl AT
PRATY AR ST PAIFSET a8 et TET oY, ST aRel HRaAY | TRHR 39 IR H 371 <
fPU U BT a9 & IR H A iR I8 < {3 I AN Pl 4 8 ggdTs oI 6eh 3R
S $9 IR & AR GHF BIC $ AT MY & , ITHT ITeld HRd gU b4 89 I
SRTH I 1A < e, I I ¢ U & AT RISHIR g 8 MR 9 IS | 707 &1 # St
TG U1 8, SHS aN 4§ $B A |

Juaured (sft AN TRTSIfea): SRR Sfl, 31 MY FHIE BRY | A0 95
g o foran & |

. AR AT : AT STHAUTEET Sf, H ATk AT | AT H3] S b
39 4 &1 g AT § AR S aaeT $99 FednT SR Fewifir & {6y g &, I
FHlT BRI §Y el daredl § & S ard # Bel 9 Sidl Bl g9 & g, STei-orei
RIeR 81 78 € ok @ dR 4 # 9aTs AT6IqR & 0fER TR Hioidge H S RIeR &1
BT, 39 IR ¥ R ©9 9 I, faar o &R “iqrr e faee faveara, wfa o
JUHR TR Wioide Bl 3R @iy faars, Saa amg .d.ems. | Siig &Ry 3R it
ATPBR T8 FEHR IRGR DI YT B B & 98 RIaT 8, S99 &1 9V {6 a1 91 7 39
1eT 918 aRAT ST RaetTh A& W A% HRATS B 1Y | TdTE |

JuHTege (St A IETSifed) : ol $UTT AR | AR S, S I 11
[EECEARERES

3t FUTd TRAR(fRATEE U : AR Su9Teds Sf, |afedl § 9 mivri
3R MefHAT & 9 T I8 H-H-H Hhd gU, YA §Y oK T8 371 I8! | 3= Hforat
BT HH STHRET 3 T IR, HH IS BT Y & T iR B 2Miferan, Tomm @ & TRe
3l & TH IR, AR FRAT AR 2, RI6R SR & 3R snifeare 3
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=T FHARTET 31757 T FRAR STRY & , J@dT Sff R8T 8§ | S-SR 8RIRI &1 aal 931,
T AR R HeR geal 131l o ¥t | fUsell $s |fedl 9 a7 WIivRil iR SR
3R ST RIPR BIT AT 8, IqA 59 Fedls b Y Bl & | A Bl A, IF I
Geil, STd S @ b a=g ofla 6t 89K fo1g Sae &1 Ascaqul & o7 b 89 @y | o9
ecological balance @RT9 &I &1 1 $9 RS b I DI I B SR HEYH 8 |
AR WR U BIA 1 P 914, 31T A 30 99 Yd 1972 § I BT a1 oA1d I
I a1, ISP J@aY 37 o4t I {6 qnft Afch RIeR & ahs S & 95 9@
FIPR (el S & | SHBT TSI IITERV TE & [ ISRATT H oid FSATi & (&1 B
S B & 3R I T TSR 4 I AIDR BT WV U &, SHP BIRUT Gl T8 T oIl
& S 1S Aot 81 gt |

IYFHTEIE HEIGY, 30 AT B ORI H I8 a1 <@ 4 3775 & AN ST a4
ORI & ARE0T & [N 9 &, d QU1 81 &, S9P B AMEH] Bl ST61d © | $9b [y
A 31 ST I8 Heie fGee o) 31T Fad & A 31T ©, § 39 f9e b1 wweld
EaSEARICHIECIE

HeId, 39 fa99® 9 gr1 58 () # Rufae wferan dfear & St @ a1
ARIBTRAT BT S TS &, I PIfdel TRIB & | F 3701 qHT Rl g | 37 A1 8 6 ia
T ST P AU I8+ dTet <A1 BT ASANT SIH 81 T, Td AP 34 BILT Dl HHI
ff Wl &1 9 o el R ST At Hifds d9aT Sid-Sig 7 a1 FIR §51 $Rd & fog
I, T8 d A8l © U © | $Aio] 99 fASue W gRT 60 (W) W IAURTE BT Ul
3R RN Pl UhSd™ H AES S dTet AN & oY S BT ST Jag 61 8 3iR
RITAT AN AT TR & AT B $ BT H T DT i AaeT 6T §, I IS &
| g1 ST € o $ ARE A AR 1 WEHTRIT A 9 BT P AT BR § Aherdl Ferfl
|

QU HelGd, H fZHTad &1 I8 aTell § | SHIeil & U1 &l 7aTal 3iR a8i
R S WA A Y B, I WR A F A9 fIaTE 8 3R R WR R 4 $T IR
2 1 981 IR 411 3R YR §RT BHcll $l TR B Bl RicaRier s &% aral | STRI
21 ¥ =rEdt g % SHTel & 1 o U S 3l 8, 981 &6 ART ) Heal al &7 B Bl
DI TTaeT 39 91 # 317y iR A #30) S 396 IR H IS UTaeT™ o | 39 Gl &
A1 H 39 el &1 W BT § 3R TRl -l § | TS |

SHRI K. RAMA MOHANA RAO (Andhra Pradesh): | thank you, Mr.
Vice-Chairman, for having given me an opportunity to speak on this piece of
legislation which, if not implemented seriously, will have an adverse impact on
the biological, environmental and ecological systems of the country. |
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support the objectives with which the Government has moved the
amendments to the Wild Life Act, 1972. While extending my support, and the
support of my party, to this Bill, | have some points to make, with your
permission.

As the House is very much aware, our country is endowed with a
wide variety of fauna and flora. It is also, | think, known to us that there is no
other country in the world, which has got the amount of natural wealth and
biodiversity that we have. With a forest cover of about 19 per cent, we are
home to 372 mammals, 1,228 birds, 428 reptiles, 204 amphibians, 2,546 fish,
57,245 insects and other species of invertebrates.

In the very beginning of the Bill, you are saying:

"It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government
may appoint, and different dates may be appointed for different
provisions of the Act."

This one single sentence is enough to show that the Government is
not serious at all in implementing this legislation immediately. The Government
is also not intending to notify all the provisions of the Bill at one go. It says that
it will implement different provisions on different dates. | fail to understand the
rationale behind this phrase. What is the problem in implementing the Bill at
one go? The hon. Minister may kindly explain.

In clause 2, you are proposing to modify the long title. Here, | want to
make a suggestion. Through this, you want to ensure the ecological and
environmental security of the country but not the biological security, which is
the very basis of living organisms. So, | suggest adding the word "biological”,
in line 10, after the words "the ecological.”

Clause 3 seeks to amend section 2 of the parent Act. In the long title,
you have expressed your wish to protect the wild animals, birds and plants.
But there is no definition in clause 3 for the word 'plant'. | fail to understand
why the hon. Minister has not defined the word 'plant'. | request him to explain
this point. In the same way, in the proposed clause 3 (l) of section 2, you have
defined the word 'animal’, and included mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians
and fish. Here, | would like to point out that there are so many aquatic animals
which are endangered for example, sea-horse, sea-corals, mollusks, hawks,
bill turtle, etc. Hence, |
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request that the words 'aquatic animals' be included in the definition of
'animals'.

Sir, the Inter-State Committee constituted by the Central Government
gave its Report way back in 1995. And, the Report of the Committee was
considered by the Indian Board for Wildlife, and they recommended
amendments to the Wildlife Act, 1972, which are before this august House. It
took 7 years to give shape to this small piece of legislation. If we move at this
pace, leave alone conserving the wildlife, we cannot even dream of increasing
the population of the endangered species in the country.

The hon. Minister is substituting sub-clause (bb) of sub-Section (1)
of Section 4 of the Act. | absolutely find no reason for this substitution.
The original sub-clause (bb) is crystal clear. It provides one honorary Wildlife
Warden in each district. Now, you are substituting it with "Honorary Wildlife
Wardens." | think the existing sub-cfause is better than the proposed
clause because, according to the present clause, you may have two or
three Wildlife Wardens in a district, and you may not have a single Warden
in other districts. Hence, it is better to retain the original clause. | also
suggest that the Honorary Wildlife Wardens should be from the local area,
and they should be experts either in conservation or ecology or
environment.

Coming to clause 6 of the Bill, | would like the hon. Minister to justify
for the inclusion of the Chief of Army Staff, the Secretary, Ministry of Defence,
and the Secretary, Ministry of I&B. | can understand if the Chief of the Navy is
there on the Board, because you have so many endangered species in the
sea. Same is the case with regard to the State Board for Wildlife. | would like
the hon. Minister to explain the reasons behind including the above people.

Sir, it is not out of place to mention here that the Government of
Andhra Pradesh, under the leadership of Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu, is doing
all it can for the conservation of wildlife, sanctuaries and national parks. | am
not exaggerating when | say that the Joint Forest Management of the State of
A.P. has been acknowledged as the best in South-East Asia. The hon. Minister
is also very well aware that the forest cover in A.P. has gone up by 939 square
kilometres.
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We have been listening for the last one year that the Government is
going to set up a wildlife crime intelligence cell, within the CBI. But so far, |
think, nothing has been done in this direction. | request the hon. Minister to
seriously think over it and immediately set up a cell in the CBI.

With these words, and, in anticipation of getting categorical replies
from the hon. Minister, | conclude my speech. Thank you.

IIGHTEIE (2t G arTsifedn ) : 2 9ol T hdl Uis | 39d g O e
FTAAT S |

sft 7l TVsdmen gis( ufeaH et : W SuwTede weley, § o fiee
A STET [HY el Ul | SUHIEET WEIGd, AX YadRhl 1 ST Bel [$ ARy Sifdd
HUST BT e F TP SISAH <9 B | 59 9 B Sifdd AUGT Pl g9 59 I B ANTRD]
BT 3R WRBR BT YHATS 62 8T AT | AR < H Teb O Al SRR J J&RII0T
BT ITEIY AT ST & 3R TA TR 89 < © [ gail BT HRTSI UR &1 ]9 f&m S
& T 3R GeT RIY 4} &Y IS & A1 S Sford S8R el $I SRl & | SHI-HHT al fhdt
fafree =fth & I, W —HhR & IR 3 Siell a1 die f3am S g, S &
AN QdqaRT & I HB1 | $HD! IR W TRBR BT L SI1 11V |

T ST P IR | 91 37 3R 3MSd Il T 8, SHP] g™ DI B B
ST @Ry | H A8l uR I8 gl Argl b i SiTel | jEd €, Ug) el &, ST e 4l
T Bl B, oifhsT ST S ot 31f¥rep &1 &7 SR BRA &, S9P IR H ARBR /=T
araft ?

RG] T THIR A 9¢ Y21 8, &I e off I8 8, BR-WR WHId gRaer &1
I PebIC P ST o X8 & AR R BT QR YITaR] gEeidl off R8T & | § 37751 gag o 4
31T A1 H7 <@T 6 AN OR F A H b 3 $T US ¥, 99 W UK X dS gU B 1 9T
=1 1 ¥ XET & b I8 SiTall # T8 Tel el 8, 991 g1 o1 f fewell # d eR-eR g8
T €, Afdhd 3R I BR1 # 378 o T, A1 I Ty R SATaTy &1 gael Bl
39 {31 & 3=l o1 ST & | ST 9&% BRI | 3R 96 I 7, PUIT IS¢ of by GRfard
I TR YHYAD XIS |...(EET )....

i} AT e ( HERTSY) : 60 WA W W E | (T )

2} 7R Tl IS : dS% g8 S8 WR § | §8% R & ISR I-SAT1IT © |
(AL ) ... TRE BN I&1 UIead S7e H gl & uredad] gofld H agd il
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& STRIUTH P T<=IT H BIAAT BT AHAY g€ AT &, d Tl 3T & AR Md aTel S 98
B AR Bl 9 7, S9 g H w21 A81eg & AR dxA1 A1 b e e Bl D
TR €1 S fSra s {3 I I e &1 U R Fd |

3ITST Ueh RS I8 fdeT 11 71 © b a7 Siiai &l g1 8 3iR gak] avw 89
S B, SRGIRI H UG & IT BAR HA! Heled STaTd ol & b o 8OIR gy AY, $a
ARG vell [T MY, ¥l I8 AR Y, ST Wlel TS s 3R 3R &1 8Tel <81 Il $B aul
H I AR I 81 SIRAT | $© {37 Ugel U SRIAR H UgT b TSI UTh H &1 BTN bl
TS Bl TS W9 § ARG I G FBIADHY TR o Y & | TP BT GRIT < dTell b
forQ g Sfd foa T, ifdhT S IRl 1 TS T B ? §HS U0 Wl U 9gd a9
AT F & | STEIell g WP Toiv] AR AR H, 9 Yo 4§ AR O g, olfhd S
fepe] STeIel g, RacATdR AR, I8 [5ad! a1el & 31k S U o & oY B VT IR
R 2 ? S9D! SITd B 91T | b IR H qa7 {31 977a1 8 6 3 4 —=i 3 #) 7Y,
Wif ar<d 3 I8 i RreRal H ara exdi 2 |

IUHATEIE HEIGd, I8 Sl a7 ST (ARevT ) Fene f38e, 2002 o1 T 8,
I8 95 o1 URNIFTE B | § gudt gl oo Argh , o9 favar & A f$ g9 oy w5y
A gl STl FHRT @t TRBR] UR R T ST A 3R IE el S e g |

IUAHTEE HEIG, AR S &) AEHi 91 € Wi § | 394 A -Agsd
& dr 9 T2, Ugl-ulerd & iR wgsdl & I N 91 B SR ol a3 g Af-vet §
forera &, end-vieil o fiverar 2, ol # et 2 L..(Awa @) w6l W), S 8 e o
?

SusrTeget (St WA anTeifeEn ) : 3 € WHY T | 3R Sierd gV AR fiee
BT E, bR o 39 ifery |

sft Wl TSP Uie : SUNWREE Sff, IFERT AFE § Jadie St J
ATATERT b T | M D Ulerd] F 91 PRl g @y 8, 317 ol UgT 81, 8 W 1
YD H07, JA ST T G |« §H ARE SNa-Sigal H A AHIIT MR ST
& 1Y T < DI AP 3T gG1 R8T 8, TfehT AR 7 37U B8R §R AT b o1q gt
BT ARG I! Wl A, WG STHIGRT 3R AT 7, f2woil, aRelE), IR & e
3R Tl | 379 BR1 Bl AT (AT | P BT AT PR WG Bl Gafourd T |
3ITST <1 I8 37 IR b /Y H SHAN A 37 AT 2 | F$-T AMBAT 3R IHER & S
YU FEAR FHBT b 7Y PO ATNCATIIT BT FSRT ol © 3R I8 PEd & (b d STl
H DI ABISTT BISH of 3T | g d AT S & 3R 9P Ui Sl 1T oA ©, 98
REEEEEINIEIE
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WRBR H AU BT d1edll § P 98 g 81 Texls 4 9b IR J A | i H # o1
ford) g Uep pfaa G =g :

P ITel BT & T9R,
Bl Bl QRIS U= 4T,
IoTE SITQIT & &,
T WRYH IR,
THfed Bt T WY,
BIATEA STferdT |
o< B &) 72T S,
THYH IS 1 2 AR IR IR,
PEl SV, Pl ER I | "
3 R, S uferal oY 39 ARl wenfral 99 & o a7 i et o R 7, # St
FHT BN § | IS |

Suaureael (3N Gy aTSIfedn ) : 379 @) ol Bfadl & U <dl J 9 91d 8 S |
Y 7l TRIST G | 3T UK el 1 e § |

i} el ORI g9 (AER) @ W), ! W91 81 Sl © o &1 e # &~ %2, |1 A1 &g
| ATIER, # 97 Sfig |3eur |ene fa8e-2002 $1 @R &Rl § 1P 39 7 &
Hred | AR HAT S A S e ¥ €, 98 98 81 Agayul € SR e & b aw
Sal & EREAU & G H WRBR B 7T 39 IR B 31 § | 7 I | S=H 1y
RIeR &3 areil {6 Fufd b A &1, 91 BT RYarat B &1 a1 fren d=madl iR
THTH ATSHI DI AU A1 SSHR T BT Sl HTGET 1 8, S QAT T & b
aTel =1 # 319 89 =7 Siial B GR&T | BIs 71 AN I < UTed | st A1 |rall §
T oAl & Rl # FRAR gfg St Tt 57 <@ © o B8R forg e & fawg g
ARBIR] 3l H ST AT 8 b 9= Siig GRaw AR — 1972 H T8d 99 UHR &
ARIEET & 81 & dTaga Wl &1 §9R & SR 916 AR G311 BT WTel g1 AT H griT 147
g Sl 9 919 Bl AIed PR & [P GAdH DI 9 Al P &0 A F IR AR W
[ e 2 THely SHH WS SR ST AT Mawgd o | w¥e A fwedt ar S
s UL fohdl T 1, IHP JAFAR 29 IT9 3R 201 TG3M BT @iet Uiy Y off 3R B9 4
P 1000 IG3N BT F B AT | §HD ARTRET <igQ AR a9 B 176 el sieai uTs T &
| 39 UHR AR TR &1 IT! g3l Bl e P11 A1 TR-4R g8 AT g
I« Bl S | RIS, I8 [l S & 6 Sl 9= Siig &, Il QAR &b A H
fopeTT AEaqUl IS € | ST ST, I Siigd TR Sl Wy HXT 3B §, Sl Gax Bl
HPpd T T8 &, 399 e & ol s Had ISM TS | hadt B o
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A B B 81 T, IHDT SFAHC I BT I8 STOx] © | 3R &b 1T eI H 9
S FAWARTAT H ST TAT 3 STg Sl Bl 8 984 ol IR & 31”498 ST 39 T
TP AR ST b © | I iR G AABIRIT BT FAell- A7 & BRI 59 TR & RIBR &
TS & | 3791 ST BT TRl i 91T {3 g1l & 1 8 dRep b DIl i
TR TpRI 1 of fTY | 399 %8 S AR AR T, 3779 ST © (b [l = JRA71 el &
U S STe}iel g Raer 331 3R 9 7R WY | R I U SR STARN Aol 3=
et o | 39 TR ARHT & IR 9 7 | gaq1 g1 e ufifg ura - aren it
JHIRUY &, I THT b [ 3T 37T U Uell R b HRUT F$U oI V& © 3R ISP
fo1g =1 ST a1 Srar e f3pam ST & | 9871 STgvR Hiotde Y el Y81 & elfh 3
@ 91d I8 © b g8f & uy) vl uril & forw deud I8d € ofR fha € &9 dle <1 €,
WRGR] TSI § d AR &1 el © | 3YP! ATE BT b [well IR g81 & ARBIRAT 3R
ST B! ATIRATE! ¥ B aTai ®I &4 WIFT U1 o1, I8 9 I3 BRI &l 91d © AR
o &1 fawg i & | 59 A &1 e § I8 A gar ared § $ dadt =g 3 an gfem
39 3139 RIGR BT &1 e Ahell © | AMID! $HD foIY M-I & iRl &1 Siren
TSI | ...(A9 Bt &t )...

Soayreel () Ha arTSifeAn) : IR e 81 0 €, e 51 fBee o1 wHa
o7 |

it et WRIS g9 : ST U & SRRl €, STeded § Sp! W W1 S
g | I8 AW &1 7T § 6 S enfeaiRuat # e ud)-foredt nfgenatt &1 o a5i &)
e AueT & aR H RIT1 19 & I 19 918R & ANl b T8l & | 97 BT gard
freicy gR 2rex # & ¥ | 981 W il 379y RIFR BT ¥ Sl 99 AHR 781 A
Hhd afcth IT-UI & NI 8 SHBI AP FHhd © | 9gd A AR B &1fiies wia=g
S 1 § 3fR 81 U Pl UTd A & | 9IS 99eT & @l 7 a1 RI$R &-d 8 3iR
T fp) BT pRA <7 © | 3AfNT MU 3P 1T S Tl bt W) g1 B! el & fory Sirsn
ST | MU TR B SIS @l a1 Fa! § 3R TSRl & WY Siies & 91 dal § |
RIITP T GR IBPR (ST W1 TPR A SHBT IR el 81 Gobell © | H 3777 | I8 Wl Bl
=T 5 <2 H 957 @ A U § O R dide U1d €, 981 W ga e «fafy
IR & b STERT &1 Ui W 81 ST 8, ITh] ST §HR 81 ST 8 AR ST g9
TR 81 Sl § 1 39 UR 91 [Ip e A1 SDT SGUTel B drel 11 &l drs-
TRISHR A+ fafdre arferforat o1 7o axa 8 | 52 Sft 5 U 91 3iR Pal off fop st
FRITSATER BT g WY 37Tl & | H A1 H31 Sff BT &1 399 3R de1 arg o e
H o I gl Serd €, S RIfSAmeR € o ®dl a8 R bR @ & 9TEl &1
TEHTA Y 2 © | I8 IR 3Tell U1 Ui HHatRAl B I B TS § | e g B fH
U 979 BT G H MR dic IR T MMEHT e 1T & 1 1 3MeH] a81 IR Fddhdl &
1Y W TEd T | 379 IE BT & S b MGHY 37 1T B IR SHDbT
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GRE & [T 3=y SEFAT BT FeReT T8I 8 | 3R $9 A8 | HHANRIT Bl B 81N Al
7Y 3f1R TR b TR B TEHTE DI B |...(F Bl Heh)...

IuguTeel (N Ga arTeifen) (6 e T U g |

3 WA WIS g9 ¢ AR, Ml WH FRA § | 3RS AN, APIER 9 GER
SIER] Bl ST PR 8 & | 39U S] Aed R Hl B U 81 8 3R AlDbIaR] b Siia
T I WART U1 BI X1 § | H A1 H3i] Sfl A He1 argHl i Uep R @19 aR W [aR
X R I8 o fF (el IRE 9 31y RIBR 7 81 3R JwaRvA| 4 S’d & fedg 4
TR, AR AT & B 8, I I W | 3R AdbIaR BT Al A1 3 8iil & ol g1
JHAM 81 ST & | STaR] Bl Y AR 81 ST & | A1 1 01 89R] STl-gfei o ARl
B ¥ 91 ST JHAM BIT 2 | A9 S I8 91 1Y & § 591 Tofadt | W Bl g 3R
3T 3TE B g b ST foharaae W&l 9 o 3R a<] was g & 91, 99
DAl P A1 3D MR BN 1M AR < DT g7 Sig YR 81 Fep SR qgia=or
A Agfera g 9 |

S} AT T SIS HEled, § JATADT HRT § AR AR HA1 Sff @l
N gare <d1 g 5 9 98 fad A 1 3 59 a1 &1 9wl aA & fog e gan § | e
[T €1 1 H AT 1-<A GeIa W <7 AT § | M7 59 9y 0 SR7 MR G < | H
Fe A Al e A b a8l 59 W SRTIR A G | 89 e I8f R 9 MR, ug)-
gferl & fRIeR 8 A g & IR F a1 Fal 8 | F {57 &3 A A g, I8 W b oM
T 4 A & | 781 Hl I8 [aTel ST 81 1§ | 981 U JWIRVY & | I J9ARVY H TR Bl
e F @Y T FredT € 1 319 ¥R ARG g%l 7 317 g% 81 Y & fewee Sigt w
aNfEart T T&d ¥ | 978X AT Y g2l 31 SiRdl & HUR EHAl BT & | STd] AH
TN ST 8, @ PR S & | ST START W F forg fwan S & 1710 w8 |rai 4, 89
[t &3 3 HIET 59 AR DI Al 5ATG g8 © | H A H b1 e 59 g AR 9
e & foy safey Wiemr arsdn g wife o R & 89 gg-uferil o g Jid, I
TR A B ASHT 3R I81 T8+ aTel ATTATIIT BT GRE BT BT @ DI AT ATTeIh
2 139 4wy oR a7y 1R 4 faaR iy |

T S GO 97 2 98 31 99 & IR ¥ ¢ | I8 qhiaRvr iR S &% aR H dal
TS | H 1 & 9 1T € 99 & & folg i Ic 71 U M1eeT FaTent 7 | I8 AR &
3! S M & Rrafiel #§ 2 | Sumwree Sft, #4 SfY, o guw uRfd € 1 59 99%
SR M &I 1§ 1 3119 981 IR G Fawel S & aN H A9 I8 ¢ | f P H§ amap
HAEH | FeT HI Ig AT A 6 39 Fde H, 39 gH! S BIA B goI8 | S+
Wi9-1 81 381 © % 981 & N 3R Wil A1 A18d & al d Wl WY Sieb &1 4 721 I
Hd & P Wil I A U], IGH &l Sl 4 Jgel, SH ST I$dl © | 9 9
ST P8 © | 59 STl uR Al B
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5.00 p.m.

& ST AR & | 85 AP F STAR ATH &b 7R S q18 IPT T8 (6T ST &
Aifh T8 B & g WY 98f wR e fiTa 81 781 2 f I8 781 g 1 agi w Al
TSI TSI SR CA € | 9 & H B9 UTd |l ATl U fhedlie” TRaT S9& ofafd
T T © | 39 1 SSRTA SICTH 3N T B, A g1 RS SifvTet o 18 § 13
T &l A 519 Bl RIS Al <1 5, RIS &1 @i U &1 8, fhdl 8-
# qTex TF <1 2, Forelt BT @Y RUARaT axet 2 A1 59 forg +ff i BIE o1 e ¥
% B IRHR HHS! QUIgT BT | HHST YUIST BF & 918 SId ddh B Bl TRATH
TE1 e, 99 9% $o TEl AT ST FH | 987 b RN Bl 594 IS I¥hd 8l W8l o |
I8 BRI Albd Ao TaHS PI 81 81 Al & | AN DI IRIfAGT 81 I8 8 |
IUFTEE SfT, § 3TqP ATed A AT ST BT T Hla1 A8 § [ STel 96 dHe! & Reg
PR DI 91 8, IS HA SN 9dT bl iR gH AR b 39 HHST Bl AERTE Ta-HS
A B | T YBR ¥ 31 519 & dR H 8 U UBR A STV 3] S Bl HleeH HERTS
H T g3 oY | 9 TI1RE A1eT 81 7Y © | TURE-GRE AT B b G184 AT Sl ARG TP
SEIV] SIS BT P 3T AP BIAH e gs | I81 Bl ART PRIAR W T & | J&
BTl HILRT &1 A1 81T 1 3770 59 UR A1 |

Sit gte ! fheliiex @t 919 &, 3177 S Ad BT | &9 39 U FETNT &7 &
o R B 1 va | I8 fhariier &1 ol BRYT 9 &, 39 bR S 8 forRay afes
S A UTgAC BRI I BT il 747 A1 (bTel 2, 98 UIgde BRI Ad 1Y | U
Y =g fpelifieR & il BRI &, T8 TaTHT & BRI B, 39 fo1g o ) B 7, 59
URT BT | G |

THE VICE CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Now, | would
like to take the sense of the House. We have three more speakers. So, should
we finish the discussion on the Bill today itself?

THE MINISTER OF STATE W-.-THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF URBAN
DEVELOPMENT AND POVERTY ALLEVIATION (SHRI O.RAJAGOPAL): Yes,
Sir, we can complete it today.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHER'JEE (West Bengal) : Sir, this should be
completed today ...[interruptions)... Let this Bill be over and then we can take
up the statement of the Minister. Because, the procedure is that only when the
business of the House is over, before the House rises, the statement is made.
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THE VICE CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Yes. Mr.
Manoj Bhattacharya, you have one minute.

SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA (West Bengal): Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir, | would first read out a paragraph that | have written down, for the
information of the hon. Minister.

The indigenous peoples of the world are the exclusive guardians of
large wilderness habitats that modern societies depend on, say, plants,
animals, climate and water. Their homelands include more endangered plant
and animal species than all the world's nature reserves. Their knowledge of
nature goes beyond our scientific understanding. Their lifestyles are models
for practice of conservation and consumption of sustainable biological
resources. The earth's biological diversity depends on the cultural diversity of
the indigenous people. Along with their disappearance a extinction, thousands
of species of flora, fauna, animals and plants also disappear for good.

Sir, | would like to say that - | am not anti-development nor am | a
development fanatic -- in the post-Independence India, because of
construction of dams, industries and mining, the conservative estimate is that
more than 30 million of indigenous people became destitute, and a number of
them still remain as destitute. About a month or two back, when | was in
Himachal Pradesh, the hon. Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh was referring
to us, in an informal discussion, that even after 50 years of construction of the
Bhakra Nangal Dam, some 59 families, which became destitute, have still not
been rehabilitated. Well; | am not going to discuss about the rehabilitation of
those poor people, the poor tribals. There is nobody to speak for" them. Even
Parliament does not enact any law or do things in the right earnest. | would like
to say that they are the real guardians of flora, fauna, animals, plants and
different species. But their interests are not taken care of. Their interests are
not protected. Their culture is not protected. Their civilisation is not protected.
We are trying to bring in some Bills or amend some Bills. But one thing which
is clear is that there is an ominous poison at the root of the sapling, and we are
trying to sprinkle water from the top and we think that the sapling would grow
into a big tree. It will not happen just like that. It is a very serious issue. We
have got to address this issue with all seriousness, with all sincerity.  And,
this Bill, if at all it is intended to really mean something,
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should aim at protection of wildlife and at protection of flora and fauna of this
country of which we are very rich in the world. We are rich in biodiversity; it is a
common knowledge to everybody. But, perhaps, we are not serious because
we do not have any account of what we have and what we do not have. We do
not know how many species of animals we have; like, for instance, how many
species of elephants we have. We also do not know how many birds we have.
We do not know what is the ornithological explanation of those birds. We do
not have any knowledge about all these things. We have not indexed them; |
had referred to it earlier as well. A number of times | had mentioned in this
House that we do not have indexing of the plants; leave alone other things. We
do not even know what are the plants that we have. Many of our plants, many
of our herbs, have been pirated out of our country, by the people who are
practising narco terrorism; even some of the NGOs are on the job. Many of the
foreign agencies are also interested in this.

However, Sir, | will come back to the indigenous population and the
problems of maintaining wildlife through protection and advancement of
indigenous population. For thousands of vyears, indigenous civilisation
developed in harmony with the natural environment. This is, perhaps, within
the knowledge of the hon. Minister. And colonisation has really upset the
natural and social balance, and the destructive activities of the so-called
civilised people are a harsh blow to nature. | would like to ask here: Has the
Government got the real courage to fight against the whims of the
industrialists? | can give umpteen examples here. Even the cement industries,
located two miles away from the reserve forests, cause damage to these
areas. The dust really destroys the forests, The animal life gets destroyed.
Flora and fauna get disturbed.

| would just like to put it on record that in Meghalaya - it has been
reported - there is a threat from the proposed cement industry near the
Balbakharam National Park. A sanctuary magazine reports that there is a
proposal by the Associated Cement corporation to set up a cement plant near
Balbakharam National Park {Time-bell) | will just cite some examples and
conclude. Look at the Garo Hills of Meghalaya cement plants and the
resources, limestone mining activities in and around protected ar£as are now
no longer an unprecedented phenomenon in India. In 1991, the Ambuja
Cement company of Gujarat lobbied with the Government of Himachal
Pradesh to denotify the Dalarghat Sanctuary. | had been to
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Himachal Pradesh and | have seen that a huge cement factory has been
established at Datarghat by Ambujas. In order to set up a cement plant in that
area, they had denotified the forest area. There are unpteen examples by
which we can speak incessantly, we can place many things on record that
these industries for the cause of industry, for the cause of making profit, these
jungles, forests are being denotifed. Some area are being denotified as forests
and by denotifying these new areas as forests, some of the tribal life is being
disturbed. So, Sir, it is a vicious cycle. | welcome this amendment Bill. But the
Minister, the Department and the Government must be conscious about this.
The Government must act in the right earnest. We want to know whether they
are realiy sincere about this or not. | would also like to point out one thing with
regard to the use of pesticides. The indiscriminate use of pesticides,
particularly endosulphur like things about which we know. There are many
other pesticides, many chemicals that are affecting the animal life, species,
varieties of plants, flora and fauna in a very, very big way. Sir, what is the
provision which has been incorporated in this Bill, to prevent the use of
pesticides which may affect the pristine localities as well? There are umpteen
examples. | can speak for hours on that. But unfortunately the time at my
disposal is too short, so, | cannot go on incessantly on this. And sometimes, it
appears that this Bill is much ado about nothing. You will not do anything. In
1972, there was a Bill. But nothing has been done up till now. The things went
unabated, simply, at the mercy of the industrialists, simple, at the mercy of
those so-called civilised people and those so-called colonising people. {Time-
bell) Sir, | would just conclude. Thank you, very much for reminding me. | am
aware that | am exceeding my time. The Bill is really a big one. | thought of
speaking on this ...{Interruptions)... | am just concluding. Sir, that is also not
enough, in fact, first of all, the hon. Minister must ensure one thing. Indexing
and data, have to be updated, about all the species of flora and fauna including
genera, varieties and species. And so is the plight of the animals that we have.
What are the animals that we have? Which birds do we have? And what are
the other things that we have in this country of ours? This must be indexed,
properly notified and, even at the same time, it must be internationally
patented, some of the animals which are exclusively our animals, those must
be patented and those patents must be on the genera. At the same time the
species must also be patented so that we can have a claim on them. And Sir, |
must say that protection of the wildlife should not only be confined to India, it
cannot be done only by looking at the Indian soil, but from the surrounding
countries there are
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many, many animals which keep on migrating from Cambodia to Thailand,
Thailand to Burma and from Burma to India, particularly, to our North-Eastern
Region. These aspect should also be looked into. Then in the advent of the
terrorist activities,- an hon. Member was also referring to this about the use of
arms and ammunitions, this is also disturbing. So, it requires a complete and
comprehensive approach. A sectional or a tubular view on this situation will not
help us. So, Sir, | would request the Minister to take a complete view of the
situation, a very comprehensive view of the situation. | will just refer to another
example and conclude. Sir, some two years back, presumably on 24" April,
2000 | made a Special Mention regarding the factories located in Bangladesh
which were polluting the river waters, disturbing the flora and fauna and the
marine life. The hon. Minister, Mr. Baalu wrote back to me, some three months
afterwards. But no action has been taken up till now. What is the punishment
for that? | referred to the Government of India. | raised this point here through
a Special Mention that factories located in Bangladesh, on the border areas in
Kuchtia in Darshana. | will once again specify in Darshana the industrial
effluents were passing through the rivers of Churni, Mathabhanga etc. Those
effluents are destroying the marine life.

Those are disturbing the marine life and some species might be
endangered there. Some flora and fauna must have been endangered there.
No action is being taken. Nothing has been done on the Special Mention. Sir, if
the Government is so indifferent, if the Government is like that, what can this
Bill do? This amendment, as such, is welcome; but the Government must be
proactive and the Government must work in right earnest. | hope, after passing
this Bill, the Government would be active, would hotly pursue the issues in
right earnest and do something concrete for the protection of wildlife.

With these words, | conclude. Thank you.

sft TR T TRt (U 7 ) AR, § ages AR® dicwH f9d i)
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AT AT o I8 Sl d&% &, T YA TRBRI ATSTH] DI D1 AT & | S Pl AeT07
ST 9 STON] B 1379 I T U1 3119 I8 BRI 4 XA 2 ...(FaeH )...But the crux of

the issue is wildlife protection, as stated in the Statement of Objects and
Reasons of the Bill itself. You can't have wildlife
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protection that incorporates not only protection of the wildlife but also the
forest. The biggest problem that any wildlife protection programme in this
country, as also in other countries, faces is the problem of protecting wildlife,
particularly from illegal poachers, who, today, as you know, are extremely well-
armed. The arms include, as Mr. Manoj Bhattacharya said, automatic
weapons. And, to protect the wildlife against this type of attack-other countries
too are facing this problem-Kenya and Nepal have deployed their army; their
regular army is deployed in wildlife protection. So, my suggestion to the
Minister is this. This suggestion was made earlier also but was not taken up. |
think it is about time that his Department considered creating territorial
battalions for wildlife protection. Just as there are territorial battalions for
ecological development, the time has come in this country-if you want to really
seriously protect our wildlife, protect our forests-to consider creation of
territorial battalions for wildlife protection. They have functioned very
satisfactorily in the ecological role. | am sure, if the Department comes forward,
it can make it a serious issue and seriously protect its programmes of carrying
out the wildlife protection. In this connection, | think, the worst threatened
sanctuaries are those in the East and the North-East of India, where there are
rampant insurgencies. Forest products and wildlife products have a huge
international market. By wildlife products, | mean, tiger bones, tiger teeth, tiger
hearts, ivory, crocodile teeth--these have got a huge international market in
South East Asia, particularly in Bangkok, Singapore, Hong Kong, where it is
believed that these are supposed to have certain medicinal/aphrodisiac
properties. And, there is reason to believe, as a matter of fact there is definite
information, that in addition to narco-terrorism, smuggling of narcotics, there is
a big trade by the insurgents in killing and smuggling wildlife products out of
the country, where they fetch very high prices. Two wildlife sanctuaries which
are particularly threatened in this regard are Kaziranga and Bakshdwar, where
wildlife is getting, more or less, wiped out. | am very happy to see that in the
Wildlife Protection Board, you have included the Chief of Army Staff. Really,
the army, today, in the North East has become de facto the largest wildlife
protection force in the country.

| do think there is no other answer. You cannot deploy Army for this
purpose. But we should seriously consider going the way Nepal and Kenya to
deploy these wildlife protection battalions. | would give a small example. In
Orissa, | think, in one of the reserved forests, they deployed a battalion of the
CRPF and the results were astonishing, in terms of
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protection of forests from illegal timber as well as protection of wildlife. But, of
course, | think that CRPF battalion has been moved out. The Government of
Orissa tried to do its best to stop that move, but it did not take place. As far as
local population is concerned, they have to be totally involved in the protection
of the wildlife. But, Sir, it is also a fact that it is the local population which is
totally intimidated by these gangs of poachers. Unless local population as well
the wildlife are protected, the wildlife protection programmes will not succeed.

Another problem which the wildlife faces in the riverine reserved
forests in the North-East and the Kaziranga in particular is that when the rivers
which run through these sanctuaries come into flood and the total reserved
forest, the reserved sanctuary is totally flooded, the wildlife is driven out by the
flood and waters and they then perforce cross over to the National Highway, to
go into the higher ground where they are hunted. So, these are the various
problems which the hon. Minister will have to look into and see that this very
good Bill is effective in terms of its actual implementation. Thank you.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Mr. Minister,
before | call the last speaker, | have one point to make. ...(Interruptions).. You
are the last but one. ...(Interruptbns)... What the Member from the Congress
Party mentioned was about the Shatoosh. ...(Interruptions).. He is here.
...(/nterruptbns)... They do not kill the animal to take out the wool. There is a
national asset worth millions and millions of dollars or rupees. What do you do
with it? ....(Interruptions)... What do you do about it? ...(Interruptions)... Some
policy has to be framed in this regard or, you can announce that everything
should be destroyed instead of inspectors threatening the Shetoosh Shawl
owners. So, do something about it. | think that will be a good idea.

SHRI H.K. JAVARE GOWDA (Karanataka): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, |
thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak on this Bill. Sir, | welcome this
Wildlife Protection (Amendment) Bill, 2002. The intention of the Bill is very
clear to protect the wildlife and the medicinal plants. But the thing is that under
the Definition clause -earlier this clause was not there - fish has been included
in this Amendment Bill. But the variety of the fish has not been fully described
because fishing is a normal course. But the matter may be taken up by the
executing agency. Therefore, | need its
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interpretation of this clause relating to fish. Fish is defined. But there is a
variety of fish. | would like to know which are those fish. An officer can book
any person under this provision. The second point that | appreciate in this Bill
is that to contain these activities the imprisonment term has been extended
from one to seven years. It is good because it is a deterrent provision. In the
meantime, | have an apprehension regarding the encroachers on the declared
national parks and the sanctuaries. Sir, the decision of the Supreme Court, the
Central Government -- as it appears --has to give a direction to evict the
persons who have encroached on the land unauthorisedly for cultivation in the
various parts of the country. Now, one thing has to be clarified in this regard.
There may be persons in the adjoining villages who 50 years before
encroached half an acre of land or one or two acres of land and they are
getting their livelihood out of this land. There is no other source of income. Sir,
in 1980, the Forest Conservation Act was passed. They have occupied the
land prior to the passing of this legislation. But, they have not been
regularised. In these circumstances, | have a fear, under the power that we are
going to give to sanctuaries or parks, they would be evicted or thrown out and
they would be on the streets. For that also, some consideration has to be
given to those people.

The next point, | feel, is, the Central Government and the State
Governments are not at all acting in accordance with the tone and tenor of the
Forest Act. What | mean to say is this. Today, we heard the killing of Nagappa.
Sir, basically, Veerappan is a poacher. He has killed 2,000 elephants and
smuggling sandalwood. And, what is the action of the Central Government and
the State Governments? When you pass this Bill, Veerappan and persons of
his kind, laugh at Parliament and at the legislation. Why should we pass this
Bill? Unless the Central Government or the State Governments come forward
with men and machinery, the intention of the legislation will not come into
effect. Otherwise, Veerappan is hiding for the past twenty to twenty-five years
and he would hide for some more decades within that limited area. Sir, the
Central Government says, "If the State Governments requires, we will send
commandoes or paramilitary forces, this and that." There is no co-operation
between the two State Governments. Why are we passing this Bill? For what
purpose are we passing this? To pick up some innocent persons? The
influential and white-collared people, who are smugglers and who have links
with bureaucrats, politicians and with others, escape through one way or the
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other. An hon. Member has mentioned that a fourteen-foot long tiger is not
visible for the past one year. No one is worried about it. Under these
circumstances, | would like to put a very simple question to the hon. Minister.
Even now, under the proposed Bill and after passing of this Bill, will the Central
Government kind enough to use its men and machinery to nab Veerappan
because this is a fit case to take action against him? | need an assurance from
the hon. Minister today itself whether he is daring enough to announce it in this
House that the Central Government will come forward to assist, both Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka to nab Veerappan by using paramilitary or military force?
Otherwise, you don't press for passing of this legislation. Thank you.
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SHRI T.R. BAALU: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, first of all, | thank all the
ten Members who have participated in the discussion on this Amendment Bill,
pertaining to Wild Life Protection Act, 1972. Sir, this Bill had been amended
many times. It has undergone rivision in 1982, 1986, 1991 and 1993.

First, | would like to respond to the clarifications sought by Shri K.
Rama Mohana Rao, who had very vociferously deliberated that there was a
delay on the part of the Government in bringing such an amendment. He said
that it took more than seven years to bring such an amendment. Yes, | agree
that it took more than seven years. In 1995, an Inter-State Committee was
constituted by the Central Government to have comprehensive amendments.
The Committee was represented by the Members of the Central Government,
the State Government, NGO institutions, and experts. In 1992, the report of
the Committee was submitted to the Indian Board for Wild Life. In 1997, the
Standing Committee of the Indian Board for Wild Life suggested some
amendments. In 1998, with the remarks of the Standing Committee, it was
circulated to the States. In 1999, first draft was prepared by the Ministry, and
was sent to the Law Department. The Draft has been placed before the
House, and now it is the property of the House. So, | would request the House
to kindly condone the delay.

Now, | come to the points raised by Mr. Gowda. He asked why the
Central Government could not protect Mr. Nagappa from the hands of brigand,
Veerappan. On that, some of my comrades had clapped, and had even
congratulated Mr. Gowda. ...(Interruptions)... My friends forgot that law and
order is a subject of the States. But. since | am here, they are there to clap
and congratulate him.

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN (Kerala): The hon. Minister had
several times assured in this House that Mie Central Government was ready
to send a team to nab Veerappan. That is why he had raised it.
...(Interruptions)...
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SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM (Uttaranchal) : No. | would like to
correct the hon. Member. The Home Minister had said that if they wanted any
assistance from the Central Government, the Central Government would
provide assistance.

SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA: Sir, whether the Central
Government... {Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Are you
yielding, Mr. Minister?

SHRI T.R. BAALU: No, Sir. ...(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Please don't
disturb him, Mr. Bhattacharya. ...interruptions)... Let him speak.
...(Interruptions)... You can't disturb him. Let him speak. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA: Sir, it is a very serious matter.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN: Sir, Veerappan has killed Mr.
Nagappa, but the Government has not even come forward with a statement.
...(Interruptbns)...

SHRI T.R. BAALU: Sir, as a Minister, who is holding the portfolio of
Environment and Forests, ...{Interruptbns)...

SHRIMATI PREMA CARIAPPA (Karnataka) : ...and it is not possible
for our Government. We need Central assistance too. ...(Interruptbns)...

SHRI T.R. BAALU: Sir, | am holding the portfolio of Environment and
Forests. | can only reply to the queries pertaining to my portfolio and the
present Bill. ...(Interruptbns)... At the same time, ...(Interruptbns)...

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU (West Bengal) : You don't recognise
Veerappan as a part of wild life. ...(Interruptbns)...

SHRI T.R. BAALU: Sir, it is purely a State subject. Law and order has
to be maintained by the States. Since the matter is not related to this
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subject...{Interruptions)... No ; it is not at all relevant to this particular Bill.
...(Interruptbns)... It is not relevant to this particular Bill. ...interruptions)... My
dear comrades, you should appreciate this fact. ...interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Listen,
everybody has a right to have his own opinion. ...interruptions)... Let him have
his opinion. ... interruptions)... He is expressing his opinion, you cannot force
him to change his opinion. ...(Interruptions)... That is his opinion; so, let us
listen to his opinion ...(Interruptbns)... Mr. Minister, please continue.
...(Interruptbns)...

SHRI T.R. BAALU : Mr. Rama Mohana Rao wanted to know whether
aquatic animals come within the purview of the Wildlife Act or not.
...(Interruptions)... Yes; it is a part and parcel of the proposed amendments to
the Wildlife Act. Fishes are well within the purview of the Bill.

Shri Abrar Ahmed mentioned many things pertaining to tigers, the
Ranthambore Sanctuary, the problems of the forest people, etc. As far as eco-
development is concerned, the Tenth Plan allocation is Rs.560 crores. So, we
would able to achieve many things out of this allocation. The Ninth Plan
allocation was very meagre, but the Tenth Plan allocation is Rs.560 crores.
So, we would, definitely, be able to take care of the development activities in
the villages. As far as the Ranthambore National Sanctuary is concerned, the
Current Year Plan allocation is Rs.5.35 crores. The hon. member mentioned
about the lack of development activities in the villages surrounding the National
Park.

As far as the Joint Forest Management activities are concerned, the
villagers are part of the committees. Around 65,000 village committees have
been set up. These committees take care of 14 million hectares of forest land.
Definitely, this suggestion regarding the Joint Forest Management as well as
development activities in the villages would be taken care of. He had made
some complaint about the Ranthambore Sanctuary, in the Consultative
Committee meeting held on 4.12.02. | have already requested him to go along
with my officers and inspect that Sanctuary, personally, and get the report. Sir,
he is from that area. But without your concurrence, - | hope you won't mind it -
| requested him to go and visit that Sanctuary and get an Inspection Report so
that | can redress the grievances.
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Mr. Kripal Parmar mentioned about the protection of crops in forests.
Section 11 of the Wildlife Act permits the State Governments to deal with wild
animals which damage crops and human life. The man-animal conflict will be
dealt with by Section 11. If there is any man-animal conflict, and, because of
that, if any damage is there, the State Government can send a proposal, and,
definitely, we will see to it that the damages are compensated.

Shrimati Chandra Kala Pandey raised a point about monkey
menace. | could not hear her properly because the interpretation was not
there. But, the Hon'ble member who is a former defence person properly
mentioned that monkeys are an inspiration for the ex-employees of the
Defence Department. ...(Interruptions)... 1 think the monkeys
...inferruptions)... We have a lot of concern for monkeys because they are our
forefathers. ...(Interruptions)... Alimost 200 monkeys have been captured in and
around Delhi, and they will be sent to the jungles of different States.
...(Interruptions)... As far as Project Elephant is concerned, we have allocated
...(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Are monkeys
part of your problem?

SHRI T.R. BAALU : No Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Then, why are
you replying?

SHRI T.R. BAALU: Sir, you allowed them to speak, that is why | am
replying.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): You need not
reply to everything that is mentioned here.

SHRI T.R. BAALU : Sir, | know what you are saying, but you have
allowed them to speak about it. So, it is part and parcel of the debate.

Shrimati Saroj Dubey said about poaching of rhinos, and preventing it

by involving local tribals. There is a provision in the Bill which provides
participation in management at the local level. They can become members
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of the Advisory Committee of the Sanctuaries and also of the Community
Reserve Management Committee. The JFM Committees are also available in
all the 27 States. | think, this problem can be taken care of by them.

Shri Satish Pradhan deliberated on the problem of leopards in
Maharashtra, Matheran eco-zone and diversion of forest land for
developmental purposes. As far as forest clearance is concerned, in 1980, as
per the Forest Act, we approved 1185 projects and 75,650 hectares of area
was diverted. As far as the problem of leopards is concerned, there is already
a provision to capture and kill the problematic animals. States can do that and
Chief Wild Life Warden has got rights to deal with this. As far as Matheran
eco-zone is concerned, on n" and 12", the officials from my Ministry went
there and made an inspection. | am waiting for the reports. It will be taken care
of after due deliberations.

Shri Manoj Bhattacharya deliberated on industrial pollution near the
sanctuaries. Sir, in this connection | would say that before clearing any project,
an impact assessment is made. This problem is given due consideration while
making the impact assessment. The Zoological Survey of India and the
Botanical Survey of India, in Kolkata, are indexing the plants, plant varieties
and flora and fauna. About 81,000 animal species have been identified, and
46,000 plant varieties have also been identified ...(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Let him
complete.

SHRI T.R. BAALU: Sir, | think, | have replied to almost all the queries.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA):But you have
to reply...

SHRI T.R. BAALU: Yes, Sir. | will definitely reply to the question put
by the Chair.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): No, | did not
put any question. Dr. Abrar Ahmed had put one question.
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SHRI T.R. BAALU: Okay. For the sake of this august House, | could
only say that this Bill has taken care of that particular aspect also. Sir,
shahtoosh shawl - | think, my friend has deliberated upon this - is a very
precious handicraft which is made up of the wool we get from an animal which
lives in Himalayan areas..

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): It is Chiru.

SHRI T.R. BAALU: Yes, it is Chiru. We fear that manufacturers of that
particular shahtoosh shawl, are killing chirus. The life of this animal is in
danger. That is why we have an apprehension about it. But many of the VIPs --
| don't want to say of this side or that side - especially, the V VIPs, are having
shahtoosh shawls in their possession. | don't want to spoil those shahtoosh
shawls. We are going to make a provision that shahtoosh shawls should be
registered under the Wildlife Act. It should bear a mark of some kind. They can
possess it, but they cannot sell it to anybody. It can be inherited by their sons,
daughters or relatives. They can possess it. But if they try to sell it, they will be
booked under the relevant laws which we are going to adopt. Thank you.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA):The question is:

"That the Bill further to amend the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, be
taken into consideration."

The motion was adopted.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Now, we
shall take up the clause-by-clause consideration of the Bill.

Clauses 2 to 38 were added to the Bill. Clause 1, the
Enacting Formula and the Title were added to the Bill.

SHRI T.R. BAALU: Sir, | beg to move :
"That the Bill be passed.”

The question was put and the motion was adopted.
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