RAJYA SABHA [10 December, 2002]

you going to speak in Tamil?
SHRI S.S.CHANDRAN (Tamil Nadu) : Yes, Madam.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Don't say anything by which he will get
angry, because | know that both of you have different channels. There might
be a channel fight.

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU (West Bengal) : Madam.........

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Do you want to speak first, Nilotpal Ji?
Since, you were away, | have called Shri S.S.Chandran. Let him finish first. It
is only a matter of seven minutes. Then, | will call you.

THE CABLE TELEVISION NETWORKS (REGULATION) AMENDMENT
BILL, 2002 - (contd.)

*SHRI S.S.CHANDRAN (Tamil Nadu): Madam, Deputy Chairman,
whenever | rise to speak, your goodself are in the Chair. | feel happy about it. |
thank you Madam, for giving me this opportunity to put forth my views on the
Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2002 on behalf of
AIADMK. Section 4A, sub-section (2) of this Bill seeks to empower the Centre
to direct the cable operators to provide programmes of entertainment,
information, education etc in public interest if the Centre so desired. | welcome
this provision. At the same time | wish to bring an important point to the notice
of the Hon. Minister. The State Governments also launch schemes and
projects pertaining to education social welfare etc. Even many central
schemes are being implemented by the States. Therefore the State
Governments also attempt to reach various scheme-related information to the
people. But the Cable TV Network, which reach a large number of people is
under the Central Government. So | want the Hon. Minister to clarify a point. If
State Governments want disseminate such information to people through
Cabie TV Network, will the Centre allow this under section 4A(2)? | hope the
Hon. Minister will clarify this point. Madam, in Tamilnadu, the Hon.Chief
Minister and our respected leader Dr. Puratchi

* English translation of the original speech delivered in Tamil.
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Thalaivi Amma is implementing various welfare schemes for the people. |
request Madam Minister to tell the House whether information about those
schemes will be disseminated through the cable network. In the rural areas,
still there are lots of illiterate people. If information about these schemes are
provided through Cable network, those unlettered people will be able to
understand them easily. | request the Hon.Minister to take a positive view of
this and do the needful.

Madam, Deputy Chairman, in the Statement of Objects and Reasons,
it is stated that in 1995 this law was enacted for achieving some objectives of
which avoidance of undesired programmes was one. But this objective has not
been fulfilled. Because, the FTV and MTV do not allow people to have sound
sleep. Even if adults do not see, their children sit and watch FTV and MTV
beyond 11pm. This not only damages our culture but also results in excessive
consumption of electricity. Here | am reminded of the cinema industry. Films
are produced spending crores of rupees. Those films are censored before
public view. Madam, in our Rajya Sabha also there are rules and norms by
which we are bound while speaking here. But the FTV and MTV that are
viewed in India have no such censor. They are free to telecast anything. |
request the Hon. Minister to see as to how to have control over these TV
Channels to stop them from telecasting such programmes.

It is said that there are about 4 crore cable connections in the
country. On an average, if we take that five people watch TV through one
connection, about 20 crore people have access to cable TV. All these people
are free to watch even FTV and MTV anytime they like. But films are shown in
some theatres for few weeks or months. These movies are made by Indians
keeping in mind our cultural ethos and the society. But such films are
censored on flimsy grounds. Sometimes vital portions are censored. Since the
Hon. Minister of Information and Broadcasting is here, | am tempted to say all
this. I am happy that a lady Minister is heading this Ministry. As | belong to the
cinema industry, | request the Hon. Minister to see that films are not
unnecessarily censored.

Madam, | wish to make an important point here. When we talk of
cable TV network, we think of only cities like Delhi and Mumbai. In fact, cable
TV has provided self-employment to lakhs of youth in the rural areas. Many
educated youth are engaged in this cable TV Network. Though we
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are discussing about cable TV operators, we tend to ignore the satellite
channel owners. Some channels are indulging in telecasting fabricated news
items for popularity. During the Gujarat violence few months before, it was
said that telecast of fabricated stories were responsible for the spread of
violence there. | do not want to go into the details of it. Madam, now | come to
another important aspect. Let us suppose there is private satellite channel in a
state opposed to the ruling party in that state. In order to create law and order
problem and to spread violence in the State, that private channel might
telecast false propaganda and fabricated news items. This can lead to
religious and other such violence in the state. However, it is the State
Government that has deal with such law and order problem. If State
Government demands banning of such news items or programmes that could
lead to law and order problem in the State, the Centre should ban telecast of
such programmes. Such TV channel should be banned and also booked
under criminal code and if possible under POTA. | once again request the
Hon. Minister to take note of the fact that the cable TV operators are in fact
self-employed through their own means wherein there are educated youth as
well. Their interest should also be protected. The Hon. Minister has said that
the consumer should pay only for those channels that he is watching. This is a
welcome decision. | thank the Hon.Minister for this. (Time Bell) Madam, |
expected your bell and that is why | have already started winding up. | thank
you Madam, once again.

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU (West Bengal): Thank you, Madam Deputy
Chairperson. At the very outset, | must concede that | am a little surprised by
this Bill; surprised on two counts. In the past, in this very House, we have seen
the Information and Broadcasting Minister getting an Ordinance promulgated
by the President, not pursuing the Ordinance in this House; and allowing the
Ordinance to lapse, but having the effect of the Ordinance to remove the then
Chief Executive Officer of the Prasar Bharti Corporation. And, if we go into the
record of how this legislation is being brought, after the Cabinet passed this
legislation, within six days, it was brought to the Lok Sabha, the other House;
and within a day, that House passed this piece of legislation. Now, this tearing
hurry; | do not understand and that is why | am surprised. Parliament, in its
wisdom, has given to itself the mechanism of Parliamentary Standing
Committees attached to the Ministries, to properly scrutinise and examine Bills
so that the quality of legislations can improve. | understand that one constant
refrain was that this legislation has to be passed swiftly and, therefore, it
should not be routed through the
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Standing Committee. But, ultimately, today, when we are considering this Bill,
we have already taken about three months. | believe that the Standing
Committee could have, by this time, come out with its report whereby the
quality of the legislation that we are considering could have been improved
beyond recognition. Now, the question is, what are we considering here? Now,
elsewhere this Government is characterised by speaking through many voices.
But rarely do you have a scenario where in terms of legislation also, the
Government seems to be pursuing completely different agendas. Why do | say
this? Because we know that this House, along with the other House, has
referred the Convergence Bill to a Standing Committee. What is the need for
the Convergence Bill? Everybody knows that all the three sectors, i.e.,
information, communication and broadcasting are merging in the background
of the technology changes where analogue technology in the broadcasting
sector is giving way to the digital technology in the same sector. Therefore,
when the Government is placing the proposed legislation before the
Parliament to go towards the digital regime, here is a Bill which talks about
changes which are aimed at perpetuating the analogue technology.

Madam, through you, | would like to know from the hon. Minister as
to what has been indicated in section 4(A) of the proposed Bill and as to why
you are having a situation where the consumers will have to buy a SET Top
Box which is on the basis of the analogue technology. In another piece of
legislation, you have proposed transformation of the sectors concerned
towards digital regime. How long this SET Top Box can be used by the
consumers? That is the moot question. If, within a couple of years, as the
Convergence Bill presupposes, it comes into being, this SET Top Box for the
pay channels, which the consumers have to buy, will have to be thrown in the
garbage bin. Do we consider that for such a short time the consumers have to
be subjected to this? This is number one.

Secondly, there is also a very questionable provision in section
4(A)(2) which reads like this: "If the Central Government is satisfied that it is
necessary in the public interest so to do, it may, by notification in the Official
Gazette, specify one or more free-to-air channels to be included in the
package of channels forming basic service tier, and any or more such
channels may be specified, in the notification, genre-wise for providing a
programme mix of entertainment, information, education and such other
programmes." We are given to understand that the Task-Force which was
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created to formulate this Bill has suggested that the Government would
assume the power to specify any channel, not only the public telecaster, but
telecasting the Doordarshan channels would be a must. Now, we have a
situation where we may have a number of free-to-air channels which will be
excluded from the basic tier because the slots available in the basic tier are
not limited to the number of free-to-air channels. Therefore, the Government,
in effect, is assuming powers to decide as to which particular free-to-air
channels will be beamed by the cable operators. This is a huge discrepancy,
and | think, this also is against the very grain of fundamental right which is
enshrined in our Constitution.

Then, the second question is about section 4(A)(3). It states, "The
Central Government may specify in the notification referred to in sub-section
(2), the number of free-to-air channels to be included in the package of
channels forming basic service tier for the purposes of that sub-section and
different numbers may be specified for different States, cities, towns or areas,
as the case may be." What did the Task Force recommend? It didn't, at all,
recommend the control of the number of channels. This would reduce the
freedom of choice, as | have stated earlier.

I now come to the point of technology regime. | am interested more in
that. My point is, the basic objective of this piece of legislation, as has been
articulated by the Minister for so long, is to bring to an end, to a great degree,
all the disputes between the channel providers and the master cable
operators. | am given to understand that this analogue technology has an
inherent deficiency; it can be tampered with. Therefore, if the set-top box,
which will be controlled by the cable operators, is tampered with, and if there is
under-reporting, then the dispute between the operators and the channel
providers would continue to be there. | don't understand why the Minister has
missed this point.

First of all, the operational effect of this Bill would be till the time when
the Convergence Bill is passed. Once the Convergence Bill is passed, the
Communication Commission would also have, under its purview, the
broadcasting sector. In that kind of a situation, you tend to create a situation
where the subscribers, who would like to watch the 'pay' channels, would have
to buy the analogue set-top boxes, which can be easily tampered with. When
the question of under-reporting is bothering the Government and the Minister
concerned, the same question would continue
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to remain even at this stage. When this basic deficiency with the analogue
technology still remains, | don't really understand the purpose of this Bill. For
how long will it remain valid? | don't understand this point. In all cases... Madam

Minister, 319 377 $& SIaT T8 &, Al arel qabell ol
ST AT &I : G351 S ST & 98 H 39 /1907 3 dreg|

it Frelieaet 9 : 3179 fewofl 3= JET oY AT 31 & 6 31! feeraed! oo
arem 7

JURUTIR : ST A1 G 21 AIDT Sl $T THI A 8 1 2

Y eiread 9 : Few, § 379 W TH P AT g H SR AT §

This piece of legislation is based on a false premise, in the sense, if you go
and watch in the international arena, there are a number of countries in which
such set-top boxes are not made mandatory for 'pay' channels. Actually,
certain things are determined by the market forces. It is not that | am a market
ideologue, not that | am for market reforms. But, since your entire presumption
for bringing in this Bill is based on the market principle, then it is the market
principle which would determine all those things-which one would be on the
basic-tier, which one would be on the pay-tier. All these things would be
decided by the market.

Therefore, | don't understand why the Government is assuming such
sweeping powers when it is the market forces that would determine all those
things. Given the record of this particular Government, and its enthusiasm in
using the Information and Broadcasting Ministry as some kind of a 'cultural
commission', which we used to have, in those "bad old days of the evil
empire", | think, the same kind of trend has become visible now.

Therefore, Madam, in the present form, this Bill would only increase
the ultimate burden, to be borne by the subscribers; because, right now we
pay Rs. 150 per month for our cable operator; and this payment will be made
for the basic-tier; for the pay-tier, | think, it would be another Rs.250-300.
Instead of reducing the burden on the consumer, | think, it would simply
increase the burden. | would be very happy, as a subscriber of cable network,
if | am proved wrong, but this is my understanding.

We were expecting that certain issues would be addressed in this
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Bill, for example, cartelisation of operators. | had this experience. Now, my cable
operator is actually providing very bad service. So, | threatened that | will
terminate his service and | would take services of the other fellow who was
providing these services. Now, the other fellow tell me “Tgd, &9 I8 &l & Al
" 3R Y b R TEl B Aol Al Hed & “Fe & AIed, il 98l UR 8, g8l k7 I So,
they decide everything in between them. Therefore, in terms of pay channels
also, ultimately what price the subscriber has to pay, can be determined on the
basis of such emerging trends appearing in the cable operation business and
cartelisation is definitely going to have an impact. So, that portion of what will
happen to the Ministries or the Ministers or the Governments, over anxiety over
settling disputes between the cable operators and the channel providers has
totally forced it to ' overlook the problems the consumers or the subscriber may
finally have to face. Therefore, we, as a party, are not in a position to support
this Bill. 1 would still urge, Madam Minister, that if you agree, we can have a
Select Committee, we can have a time-barred thing and make certain
improvements which | think are very necessary for this legislation. In any case,
this Bill and the effect of this Bill is going to be very,very short-lived in the light of
the other legislations that the Government has brought forward before us.
Thank you.

SHRI R. SHUNMUGASUNDARAM (Tamil Nadu): Madam, | thank you
for giving me this opportunity to speak. The Government has stepped in when
there is an apprehension that cable TV operators are fleecing the subscribers
by overcharging the subscription rate. Earlier when cable TV operators were an
unregulated lot, the parent Act of 1995 was brought in with an intention to
regulate the cable TV operators. Registration was provided under Section 3 of
the parent Act of 1995. There was no licensing procedure. Mere registration
was sufficient. Therefore, the cable TV operators were expected to register
themselves with the Head Post Offices of the local areas. But there were
certain litigation and particularly in the Madras High Court there were litigations
where the existing operators never wanted any new entrants in the field.
Therefore, they filed writ petitions before the Madras High Court challenging
that there cannot be any new entrants. They claimed territorial jurisdiction. In
the year 1999, these writ petitions were filed in the High Court. Prior to the
Central Act of 1995, there was a State Act in the year 1984, which was
amended in 1991, to provide for licensing. Some of the operators who were
operating had already obtained licences. Therefore, they pleaded before the
Court that licences
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were necessary and the new entrants who were expected to register
themselves under the Central Act, did not obtain the licences, required to be
obtained from the State Government under the State Act. The Central
Government was also a party to those writ petitions which were filed before the
Madras High Court. | do not know whether the hon. Minister is aware of those
writ petitions. | will give the numbers, writ petition No. 14177 of 1999 and writ
petition No.544 of 2000. All these writ petitions were decided on 16.3.2000 and
the High Court ruled "after coming into force of the Central Act of 1995, the
State Act has had no force at all. The licensing procedure need not be there. A
mere registration is sufficient." More or less, during the same period, there was
another Writ Petition No. 1285 of 2000, decided on 31§January, 2000. In this
Writ Petition also, a similar question arose and the High Court of Madras
observed, "The cable TV operators will decide the subscription amounts, and
the choice of the channels, timings, advertisements, etc. There is, absolutely,
no scope for making any complaint to any authority or is there any provision for
taking any action on the complaints to be made by the subscriber." This is the
specific observation made by the High Court of Madras. | am glad that this
observation of the High Court is being replied through this piece of legislation.

Madam, with the insertion of new section 4(A) 1-9, the Government
has now sought to regulate not only the package given by various channels
but also can now decide about the maximum ceiling limit of the subscription
amount. The Government is also empowered to ask for submission of the
annual returns, number of subscribers in each category, etc. These are the
welcome features of the Bill. The Bill clearly shows that the Government is
very serious on this. The Government has brought forward an amendment to
Section 16 under which the offence has been made cognizable. The
contravention of Clause 4(A) is made cognizable. This is a very welcome step.

With these words, | once again welcome the Bill. Thank you.

STl WRS g9 (AER) : AT Uy 7E818d1, had Celifdsid Jead
(fafram) demes fagaas, 2002 ST 14t A+ 2T St gIRT 921 fovan T, 9% 9gd
AMRI & 3R 98 82 T I8 TP| B Ied Ygd™ BT Al BTF S, VAT Tl sill &l
QIR TIDT & A9 A 59 WG Pl Ib? T 21 1 8 fh U 7 81 foh 9 9 <
3R SR H 31 MY | I HUR S AT dreT g+ dTell 8,
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IT d WY & 6 F21 VA1 7 81 b ARSI 3R a1, aF1 9 81 df¥a 8 91, 39
3T 13T BT IRETIT 7 B U P BRI

IUHTART ARG, 3 H 9N | 7= dRIS T H hadl & $HUR (¥R I8 aret
3MF H2 S Fahd § AT 30 fhan ¥ o &R 39 951 # Swa! frat dar fia,
S oY 71 A1 ST ARPR §IRT &1 1T 7T 3R 7 {61 37 7 4 feam) 4R & a2
P JATNE B ARSI UR 8, g8 S19 918 IqD! a1 A Al dferd B Al & AR AARSI
H 9 dRYT PR Gl 21 T8 g8 fAIa1 STl a1s of of 3R 918 A1 had Pl Y1 TE
ey a1 71 feEg| SRR A9 I RIGRIT B 1 98 TP fRY e 59 ave A
ST AT el X1 & ST b 14 Sl Sif 1 o Sell A Wi W IS I e 8
31 EOIR WUY A TS STl I15] of fordl SiR S a18 98 YR1 bl 94E el fawl
&1 81 59 GO Phadl IR H &H B8] b AT, JH < &1 3791 B2l Al S $el [P
&1, I8 q1 SR Ml & Rael 2, S 9! H1aer Sdl § 9! 71 A1 §9R] al D!
P el? 39 W $18 AV T8 € &R 5% BRI S2d 980 IR © | el Aftha
BN A ST T, 7 PIed 1 1Y 2 | 541 i H gaman £ gav1 18 ) badf sffavex
ITYhY aT TET <M A 319 Rrebor | SMdeh! Feher <=1 721 A1ed | 3@t V=AY frefivra
T &, B 99 A fHR 9g @) et <9 €, 3R $R ofu-o1ue wHE 9 forg B
IR MY ST 912 1 W SR T S@1 =1e A1 W S9! U1 I & <1 U Sfery
3Tt T2 BT ARABR MY IFA BT SUHIHT DT BIs TRE0T Tei < °T 8T AT ..
TGN ST B AT 9 b1 & TR hael dTell &I AT IR TART HIS MAHR T 2
ST A AT A &, TR RIS R SP & U A Al gl aTell RIS AP 2,
T Fa dTell W FSHINCT Vae HT AR I&! A1 {5 20 1 371 8, Iqdl Big
RATETA T8 81 ¥ A9 & FRIE ¥ Haat Y ffdiex 71 S et &1 Riafielr gar v 2,
U < P IATH IATGH! B TG ARIS! O 8T 81 AOIGR UB I8 & b g7 U d7ed 4 4
JAfpie & JeaTerd faeel # € 3R a8 9 I AR S9a1 R A1fthar fRTe #1 ave o s
T B 3R IHHI I8 B I8 &l U el Bl SIRTRT WRA & ol FaAR DI Yhad TeH
R QAT ATEAT 81 U DTl dTel HTHI TRIb o B8R AR A1E SId1 B T < aTell Bl HolgR
PR T & 5 ITH! 9¢1 g3 X A d UHT R, T8I Al SAP] BIa PIC [T S| 547
faeeh 2rex # @E! W1e A9 | wUU A 2 €, FE IR | WY o 32 § SR Bl | WY
AR o1 X2 81 Y e 1 741 8% 2, U HTHMIYT 9 X816, THIUPR gl 21 Y ATt
ST S 3raet ST fawe 72 2, g FRifT Sm & forg omom St ol s Iern B,
B $O Al 4 989 9el | fUsel uid aul § |1 $8l U 89IR IR Yob 61 8,
SO AT fopedl o ST A 81 981 & FIT 32 961 X1 81 IYHIRHT W © & 98
AHRT B B8l A, Had Hel IHh U DI UHT GIEH A1 V41 Bl Af¥pa afh
81 2, T U STaR 98 RIprad a1 oret: § A1 #341 Sff | e S 9l i
ARBR B Yo &b AGH § G FATT 11T 1R AT $77e ATAIT UR P o1 A1 I8
EInEE)
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T <o & & ey o RRIfa wap <ft 921 81 &% =l ) RRARY 3reiT-37er &1 3mior &
BT 37T A & AR e &3] BT T I BT ARVl Afh 39 dRE | hEds
IYHIHT B BIST Tel ST Hebell FANf6 HAR 3R a1 &1 1 21 36+ St a1 89w forg
PIg TR B 91 781 Bl I 37T SR IRIET 99 T8 Bl WRPR B Jg ReRT &1
ST & o5 STIsTel & f2d &1 ReT0 oy, S IR Bl TR & d1fes a8 3oy | 99
TP 3R THAR T BIC-BIC Hadt AR & I W 37 AIfhAT & QAR & 99 Fh | 3oy
Y[ 9T I TR DI AMID! R & Thet A FiGHT TS dfh IUHIHT DI W1 =1 et
P T BT 7 A1 SRR AT a1 I o & forg TR 7 &R 7 iy
Rved R ol 8 3R 71 & 9 1399 B < 8, 7 81 | FHRGM PR < 8 0N g1
BRI R uE & f 7Re &) I Al 3 4 99 arel 9 & 3R 9 BIS B 8]
A | X B AT 8, I8 ol MIREX DI 1 Tedl & Hifd I8 RIRIGR FH1 SIar & |
9 WY H 3R A T S 9 e TR RieH o1 RE1 € ol SUHHT Bl XT8d
T @I I B B 21 $B AR 7 IUHIHT DI 18 e ff wohcll © Afhd 39 Rived &
T U ¥e ST aTaRT WRIGT SITgen it #9 %t o ifaRRes enféres Wik ues arer 8159
JT TTY I Bt BT ATd-373 TR 81 SUHRHT St FARSd Felr &7 § a8 foshl aRg A
gReTeie R Il of 1A € A1 98 I8 |1 89K &1 a1 6 WRIT | 3R @i Y ofdll
T 3 arel foHT & ST I8 Sia SR 8 SITQI 3R Sl g &7 98 onfe § sHfery
T WA B | Sl § AR w41 St & See1 =1t fob g9 diod 31 d fhd R 4
Frafza ool &1 59 W) PIg AfSTS! <9 67 3XIST 8 I71 3 {3l R fiea™ &) o1
AT HRAN? ¢ ReH & i, 39 AT 1T 1R P TR B SUHHT 39 ST o
AT AR AARSTT U B FhM? ... (I D1 E)....

IUFUTIRY : 3P Aol BT <59 GeF 8 T We want to switch on to
another channel.

SRR ARIST G : S 3O A1 SUHRHT I 1 A AT © [ A1-3716 R
TH SHGT Gd BN 399 98X © & 9, 7 | BT HEAT Sh ARG U BR Hp|
IRBR & 8T H 991 AThd Il 8, I8 o IRE A SHB! IR B, H gAHBI 99
TGN S d18 I I Hel ATgH! [ o fde1 Sl 3741 Telier § &, STd a8 317 S af
I ST AKI-3M3 BSIR BT A< /T G1eRT & ST FAT 811 59D TR H W1 3YP! B AT
TSI B9 9 Y JMCIhd BIgaR YT H Y31 HR b ol 399 Ud 81 9l & gRT <,
gevAe, Bad 3R TABIA T ST o9 IJg W URT 8T SIQ, 3T Wi $reh U &
ST 9 I8 i1 gART TR W9 81 A7 7, $AdT T 81T ? hadl dTel iR g9 d, 91d
9 FAe®R SHB] @RI 99 ShT HIT SN2 39 AR 971 & gR H §H S T84 & |
JeY g1 I A1 I8 © 15 S Yodb 8, T SYHRHT b SHUR 8% AL bael arall gIRT agell
ST 8, S UR (0501 k@ o oy veb R7geie 81, o UHIIUg sriiRel g9 igeie a|
39 R fim
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G TSI i $TDBT STTel 31 g1 & fb I S= Y 3109 heol § ThR SUARHT IR
el

319 S el o1 ]8T € R S WET A1 4, A9H AR H [GaR By At ar
SHY He! AR SUHIRHT B 1 BT G SRS 2 6 AT Sff, ST a1 9 S 88 ®,
I 39 e ¥ 196 IR W fIER HRE B BT 991 6 918 8 I8 R 78 B

S a1 H U8 A1 AT8d] § (b R ARBR 379 <-Ie] GUR of Al 95 371eaT 8| Hg
TS I A U] oI 2 B USE 6l R S B AG) A9 9@ I8 1 98 )/
II%d I b [IFTIT 3R U1 T81 BI-HIF A AU A 81§81+ BE-A AR
g1 forg € 919 <@l 7@ 98] fawnd X&d 81 delldR Wi U9 © b 3 4 o & fb R
Bl ISP IR & T BIdh-WIdb B T S fI77 98 3720 81 81 51d ST A I glan g ot
g 1 g1 &) 3 &1 19 b 9IRS 991, Th 991 db T 3 I8d & oAb o7 Jg
HiRTew fazamg STt 1 9 res 81§ ofd ST $5 o dgax fearmr =anfeyl #
Pl g b W GUR <IfT0 9 89 59 U S7ed & SR 3, 3101 § 941 Fpl|

. 1AL SR Sl L BR.Y, Ao &, TN Y ol /LS P A R e R
S 7S 3R reellel Fed ST Ve &, 34 hlel BRI MRV $W 3T dhglel i Tel bl
87 # 3ToRy BHET H Al DT & [ 30 Delel BINYI 3T A T 16T <7 & &, 891
I FU TR A AT A foran ifehs aalt o b 8RR g=d Rl & BR | SR W B 81 57
AT Pl BT BT H AR Bl A& § ... (FTLM).... I<al B Bal dP JAb| 3
FI} T8 3 AP B

ITqUTIRT : 98 Tl &b g 8, U981, ot forg 18l &1
S RIS g9 2 74 I e € (S 39 UR e ol ARy
TR ¢ 3Tad! =1 3 31ma Rt A1 +ff B 9 off <

ST RIS g4 < e H, | Al el ag oY <1 ATl & AT R Pl 81 AR
1 9T g o1 R BTl BR-ER BI H A MR ggU o7 IRE 3 AT HRAT TR 37T<H &
I Al U1 AT & b 3IRAT BT pae A BRI BT & HM I8 AT 81 qd-faT
SIRTAT, SISTT, e, HISTTS 39 H T4 PR TR T 8, Th-gax & RITh Ts45
T ST 81 98 31 984 TRT HIRAS 21 S fdepel g8 B <7 A8y a1 AR 89
Tg-dfeat ga9? I8 {6 fRF-wR AT TR TH-TE B AR Bl S8 <7 B, D
S ©RI9 SITeh B f3T-9R I8) el IEdl 1 59 AvE ¥ <L), &A1 i e ol AT
Sfl, 9§ ST, TER H#3 2
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T ST ot fr 3 g8 v it T avE | g8 S )l dgldl fhar @ Sl ke 9
S Al gid B MM 39S fofg it 7 fohan 2, # ST WRId el § offdh s
O <1 Tref=T Rl § o 31T SuihT &1 w@are 7% o {5 oRE 9 A < aTad & sid
T I, UH.AY. DI A1 BT < <1 1121 4 & A1 H U] 9gd-98d g=gdle ol g

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Madam, clause 6 of
the Bill seeks to amend section 22 of the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) Act, 1995. It empowers the Central Government' to make rules by
inserting new clauses (aa) and (aaa) in sub-section (2) of this section. The
proposed clauses empower the Central Government to make rules to provide
the manner of publicising the subscription rates and the periodical intervals at
which they are paid. The most important point here is, so many Bills are
introduced in the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. But, | am not able to
understand why this particular Bill has become so controversial, and why it has
been in the news so much. One basic philosophy in the Bill
is...{Interruptions)... Madam, how much time do | have?

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Your channel has not paid enough, so,
there is very little time.

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY : On the one hand, there is a feeling that
cable operators are not paying the actual revenue to the broadcasters. It is
alleged that they collect more money from the consumers and pay less to the
broadcasters. Tnis is the justification that broadcasters give for charging more.
On the other hand, cable operators explain to the consumers, "yes, we are
charging more because the broadcasters are charging more." It is a little
confusing. | am not able to understand this. So, this confusion should be
removed. The cable operators say, instead of having this confusion, let us give
freedom to the people so that they can see the channel of their choice by
paying for it. What is wrong in it?" The hon. Minister must clarify this in the
reply. There must be something. That is why a number of learned Members
have opposed this Bill. | am not able to understand why they are opposing this
Bill. I have got a bunch of papers with me, still, | am confused. Nothing is clear
from the papers and the remarks made Dy the Members. In a nutshell, 'yes’,
the Government is coming forward to control the fees to be paid by the
consumers in a systematic way saying, "if you want to see ten channels, you
pay only for those ten cnannels. You need not pay for the other channels."
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Secondly, if cable operators demand more, the Government can
always interfere. It can insist on the cable operators not charging more. Till
today, there was no such legislation, through which the Government could
exercise its control over the cable operators; it could not coordinate, as it did
not have a rational system of legislation. Why is there a controversy? | seek a
clarification from the hon. Minister, as there must be something due to which
these problems have arisen. | have heard each and every hon. Member, but
nobody has touched that point. They have said different things, but no Member
has said clearly why there is a controversy; why people are objecting to it; why
so much time has been taken, etc. Perhaps, in the Parliamentary system, it
rarely happens. This Bill has been passed in the Lok Sabha. In the first
instance, it was not accepted in the Rajya Sabha. Then, after a great deal of
persuasion, it has again come to the Rajya Sabha for acceptance. Why? An
allegation has been levelled against the cable operators that they collect more
money from the consumers and are paying less money to the broadcasters.
Even then, the cable operators want this Bill to be introduced to give more
powers to the Central Government to transmit programmes through an
addressable system. Why? It needs to be clarified that there is no risk in this
Bill, and that you will look after the interests of the public, broadcasters, and
also of the cable operators. The Government should use its powers to ensure
that injustice is not done to anybody.

Madam, | would also like to suggest a few amendments. On page 1,
lines 8 & 9, for the words, " programme of any pay channel through an
addressable system" the words, "programmes of all paid channels received
from hub in an encrypted mode" may be substituted. Then, at page 2, the
following may be inserted as sub-section 10, "Cable Operators, all over India,
shall connect themselves to the hub through computers and telephone lines for
free exchange of relevant data regarding their cable network." At page 2, for
lines 43-48, the following may be substituted: "addressable system", means an
electronic device or devices placed at the premises of the subscriber to decode
pay channel signals within the limit of authorisation made on the choice and
request of such subscribers, by the cable operator to the hub."

I would like to mention one more point. A big issue is going on. It is
said that about 40 million cable homes are there, but these cable operators are
showing it as 30 million. And the cable operators are actually paying only Rs.6
million to the broadcasters. How far is it correct? Only 20
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per cent of the people are paying money to the broadcasters. The
broadcasters argue, if the cable operators pay the money they are actually
getting, then, they will get more revenue. If it happens, then they will be able to
reduce the charges also. The broadcasters get only 20 per cent, that is why
they are saying that they are forced to charge more money. | would also like to
know from the hon. Minister whether she is going to take this point into
consideration. How is she going to achieve this goal? | don't accept the
allegation that the cable operators are not doing well. From the newspapers
and from the TV, it is learnt, that there is a controversy between the cable
operators and the broadcasters. This point has also to be kept in mind. And,
the last point that | would like to suggest is this. It has been said that to install a
set top box for conditional accessibility, the costs would be around Rs. 3,000.
The people's feeling is, to set up a set top box for Rs. 3000 is a strain for them.
Some people may find difficulty in paying that money. When, at the present
time, a TV is costing Rs. 3000 - Rs. 4000, paying Rs. 3000 for installation of
this set top box would be a further burden on them. | would like to know
whether there is any scheme before the Government to give this set top box at
a subsidised rate to, at least, the poor people, the middle class people and to
the Government servants who cannot afford this. Can you have some scheme
whereby you can provide them with this item at a subsidised rate? Or,
alternatively, can you find some way out so that broadcasters or cable
operators contribute partly to the scheme? Madam, in conclusion -- since there
is no scope for opposing this Bill -- | would like to give some suggestions. The
first thing is that you have to make sure that the cable operators should give
their full account to the broadcasters. Since the Government is committed to
help the people, we welcome this Bill. But we will be happy only when the
Government achieves its objective. Now, this is the first stage. At the first
stage, we are welcoming your promise. But, tomorrow, if the promise is not
fulfilled, then, we will have to again raise this point. Tomorrow, if the cable
operators are caught up in taking more money from the people, what will
happen? You have to see to it that they do not take more money from the
people. The Delhi Government has said that every month, it is losing Rs. 40-50
crores on account of entertainment tax, since cable operators are not paying
the same. The Minister also has to bear this point in mind while passing and
implementing this Bill.

In a nutshell, what | would like to say is that you have to inform this
august House as to how you are going to implement this Bill.
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No doubt, the Bill would be passed. But the thing is, how is the Government
going to empower itself to make sure that a subscriber, a citizen of India is fully
protected and everybody's interest is also taken care of?

Madam, there is also a controversy going on between Star TV, ZEE
TV, Sony TV, etc. It has been said that somebody wants it, somebody does
not want it. | would be thankful, if the Minister clarifies the position so that there
is no scope for any doubt. In the newspapers it has been said that the
Chairman of the Star TV came and met the Information and Broadcasting
Minister in the month of July and August. He appreciated the scheme and said
that they want this system. Am | right? But, subsequently, later on, again there
were some apprehensions from their side and they said that they do not want
it. 1 would like the Minister to clarify it. | would like to know from the Minister
what transpired between her and the Chairman of the Star TV in the month of
July which made the Star TV to agree to this scheme, and what happened
later which made the Star TV to raise some problems or apprehension about
this Bill. This point also needs to be clarified.

Madam, since there is no scope to oppose this Bill, | support this Bill.
With these words, | conclude.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You can still oppose the Bill in spite of all
the good things that you have said.

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Sorry Madam, | did not get what you
said.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | am saying that if you want, you can
oppose it. Nobody can stop you from doing that.

st 7 Rig (e wRwn) : W Uy wEle T, Wed gl § ga
TRAROT H3] 2fH GUHT RIS BT q8Ts <A1 gl b S8i+ <7 & dRIsi URaR] bl
W3 BT AHST AR 3 (A DI I 3MTS &1 3P A1 81 H 39 3t BT wH Hell g

AT STFHTRT FRIedT, 89 a1 Henfie! &1 Hifd & g H of 2 € iR
TNt & faer ok fawaR 3 <o & fawr 3 oft ot g8 21 gam Swr 4
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1982 ¥ T8 Bael SISl — 1 3R SIel-2 el 8 Fau U feh 1992 Teb 3T -3ATT T 1<l
T TS B AR AERI H &4 SUie gUI olfdh S A1 AT ST 2000 T 37T
3T ¥1-$3 Wl el B gfg 8 G 81 ST8T $9 ARE b ATl A I §S 8, 3D A €
P ATINCI BT AFAT W 9§ 9¢ T 21 $B Y Yd I ol 89 ol b1aerd & g
P ATIREII B Rt 50 HY T 718 < &, <AfP 319 8 R g~ v WiHl W 4l
FB WM R 3T Y, BE 31 9, HEl ar$ A, B i Y, O 9 are iR A | g
TP UgT TN 21 SR HEH S G B Sl 'R IoIC & 98 dSW@eH ol 8l YRAR b
FIR e AR B TE B Uh O a1 3 a1 7 iR g IRE hadl W @y 5
VY e & R aRaR & T I & A1 JodpY ST TSl SIf Hhdl &1 89 59
ARG TH AR B8 Al &1 P §RT held ST I8 $9 ARPIId TG A I BT PRIl
ARG 3 gt €1 9 3 OTER B 370 TR 3R IRAR & 31ER 3 A b1 ar8el &,
R IAEN &1 eIy AASRI P M IR A3 ! a1 fvam i W8T & b 9 g 7iefi &1
R & AaR Yo R <

Y[ HETGAT, AR 7 3 a1 BT b 59 SR H 85 F9I I A1 F JFAR
3 < W bed A Hed Hell IR A1 gl &, R FHI Bl A H &1 98711 $AY I
Iy PRI BT ST IRAT 73} FRIGAT A AT § 98 9gd afean IRan 21§ I8 dwe
T 5 &9 9 1 e o= ol et 4 39 e &1 9 =1 T1fRu) 39 WWaR 3R
S AT WRTS Sfl BT 9% WR B AfeTV 59 fagae & oy g=yare <i 8 fagus
3MErep 3R WRpTId , SIF1 GHwmel & dd # afedeil #f 7es H 549 [ggs gr
Pt I gRT 3T ST aTel ATelt o1 <1 SR # aier 721 31 ggelt Soft snenfRes Jar
R srafd IRw et A} I Fregfed At & forg 81 8 IR Yot wegw affa
IRaRT & forg wderm SRy Bl frarme= fadre § o8 waem 2 5 39 s ufh &
foTQ v IRBR S1IBTH Yoo BT MRV B Feh| 39T 39 IRART B 8 fFrerht i
FATH Yob W had e ATel a1 ATEd 8 3R U ATl b ARSI 3 ST 8|
TR | GO A ¥ A Y 7l 1S B R wrda & forg Sefae W ues faey
SUBRYN T BRI S UHR & SUBRUN DI I8 {987 Jemies AI1 IS Il 21 7
SUBRYI| b HTEGH H SUHRHT BT TG BR BT ATABR U 81T 3R g8 I8 g7 AH b
S A T AT & g a8 1T Yoo 18T I 3R f5d A7 BT @ 4 goid: 37hR a%
Cf

IYFILT Heed, faarmes gy e Hifder 9 81 s 7 $ad
ST SENT | Y YT BT YA BI, dfcep AT T 39 ST H 1 bael JATIREX
RIS €, 98 Sl 9181 © 98 [T &, Ha1 U1 B el HAaRl & IR H g3 TS a1
3R TeTes] JUT Hee! AT ffavest i i e a1 21 $9fely I8 fAgus 39 UbR &1
HTHAT 4R RV ST DT b HAT 21 fAeres & A1eas | 9o
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3.00 p.m.

BT H R B ST & IRT 4F (1) T I 3 IR gt iR ot faearq
BI W wIT Bl STy Sf, 3R7 orgWa € 6 ey gew & faf eresi Wi ofR
3SR e & TaRTadfel 3l Hael sMRext & g § iaar ad W& § i) e §
SIS 9 38 Bl 1 SR ¥ dR-IR URINT 9 HeReIdl & oy orgRie fhan e 2
TRV hael STINERI TR 3[S AT o BT ARIT T 8 3R GIR AR paef AN
TRIRUIGAISH TR ATATT e Ifg BT ARIY oI &1 51 fAara] & 919 IaRT SUHRHT AT
ST &1 Pt IR AR Yob IRT Al ol & 3R ATell IR IHD! AHM] Fefal] 2l
a8 9B WM 8 3R $© HIe Il 81 g1y 931 fivar 8 {6 yeanfaa e & o
B & ITAR] TARVTHAI3I 3R P JATIRER & fqaral R faRM™ T 3R IuHhISl B
IR §R B

HEGAT, TSl a8 S H AR <l I 99 Yo o} b R Hecd bad
YEw, § TR TeAfaST Bl gadre <1 ared! § & 814 I8 HaH SO, ol 371 g
&9 39 fad @ a8t weT ¥ ot € 3R 9 W T9f R 3@ €, 79 SHS Y & 9F ©R
TS 7 Ve B9 @R QU A1 519 I8 Yae g A1 91 IR faedrd § {6 o o9e o
YU T HH BNl | 3Ty H g : TS H1eH | I8 9 fAuet & avt e g 9wl 9§
SRIY BRAT AT o SUHIhISH & fod Hed |a et HR 39 fAgae o1 grg o 3R dr
B AR HE) ARl 1A'l 31 € Id! W 37 3R |l B 3IR A BIfED gare A
qredl g | I8I SUGRHT BT UTST B FHSN & 3R d 59 [ Bl IR 3715 © | $9 AvE
ST SYHRBISI Pl T8 Y& Bl T STAHIT FBIS T, 39 a8 H H I8 Iooid BT
el 6 Beve 31 3eNe [GBR SRS dehaR ARG $ad Bl 3
PIRITARIET YU BTSRAT WIS , TRl FHIST HaT AT 3R 31 IRE b BRI ART o
HIET HR b RN SR BT S S1F 1 1 {5 $9 TRE B {487 AT ST bR A
arel 8 S gara f5 &9 gan aut 9 Fad SfofaeT sffed @t 7 9 A €,
HAT ARICAT 59 AT Bl [T AHR 89 T b HUR 984 d81 SUBR X1 $9 Fdg |
S “haa & HIEH W U WOl 3Ta+1 GRfl STARi 21 ST e 8 b 3R dad &
AR A1 AadR 59 fA899d B Uy Bl & Al Celligor SUHIRHI 9ga aof AR A 99
REalll

ST § 391 3R | GoAT Sff Bl Blfad q9Ts <ail g1 59 9l & U_F 8 4
eI B BRIe! YRl BT Med Mol § I BT 3R | 91 4301 Sl 31 I8 [ aF &
foTU qer7g <<t § iR 31U 3R 9§ 39 el &1 w92+ axcll § | g=gars|

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Was it a maiden speech? dgd SR &
ISRt diferat goirs o § 9 A f it was maiden. Satish Pradhaniji, you have
four minutes because we have heard enough on the Cable Bill.
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ot Jelter Wer (FERT) < S, 3l b il A | Tl g3 €, H A 9 el $ 4R Sl
o gga HeaqUl €, STef 1 arg M R 99y &1 urdel e &1 g1 BRI S|

IYFATIRT HEIS T, T8T 980 | AT GG - Hadl AINSH BT ATATT BT
16 T SaTexl & forg # 97 @1 SRiAE! gREeH W I SM $1 I8f Seord
PRAT AT 59 59 Fag F [l foran w2m @ g9 a4 o1 7ega gail fob &9 oo e |
JoHR M e H I I IS & IR H AGAIT BR Ghd ol H 98 WTESTE! IS W &l
Bl il T ST B a1 & b a8i gras™ &1 da el feamar S g 4 w &
FHE B! PRIATE! PT IRV BT & | HEIAT, ST [ &1 SRIAE! Sferdiorm wR famm
B R &1 AT & A1 IH T Sicell A8, S F R #E 9, S=M g4 & g
I8 A P AT P I T B P JeIsTl ol Wb MR Heel IS $H A &
forg IR 72T & A1 bR a1 N ? WRIS T, 9% H S8 -STI8 90 ANl &l 9a+ & dRIae!
X ST B B 3R 98 I <@ 3l e anfRel 8 7 59 & forg mraum o e,
SIfd QT &1 81 %81 21 H 31men B § o A weieyn g9 ddy H el W 3R 39
RIeeH 1 g B b foIg Sl o o arell €, 9 H 59 IR 3 4 =R el

<, # g Al AT A18d1 g (5 I8 I el BT PRIAR &, I R 1R F R
B DI ATTLIGAT 81 8H 5 b 07U B FHY Hael IR Pl 81 AR A & 1P
P JATINCY B BRI ST & 3R B AL I=AT T AT &, AT H IATT 18]
% fr 39 Rived % 99 9 U8 wR LA T, <o Tl Sl a1-a<T BT 31Tl €,
$I IRER 2 1 P TAR B Had H1aRM Wl 5l 3R AIAUTES 2| $99 I8 IR
RS &1 39 [ Pl <l HY Y8 1 Tl & [ 7 <1 A A TSl b fe1g i 4t Arem
BT IR &1 21 U8 & 1Y B W1 ITH1 &1 8l 8| § ATIh Aeq F 431 Il Bl 5
a1 & Y g=gaTe <=1 A8 § , ST AMTE HRAT ATST § b S=I UT8h] & IR H
|1 3R I fadae o § 39 g a1 ger § ok safoe H 39 fAadwe i srgHied
PHRAT B, AT BRAT § 6 9 (A8 BT AR MU TST A<ST Had IS 8, clihd I8
HEH HHAT T8 AT FlTd $HD AN W 3R Igd $O A1 IS T8l Al I8 B e
BT

SUGHTIRT FEIG T, § I8 STRIY HRAT A [P 39 TN IEN Bl gUST & iR
R IR & B ATARIHAT B, ST 3711 TET 81 feb e & AR IR S AT el
2, gafory gRvuIm g 81T ® f 89R BR T3 S hael IR Hdel AThR ool &, BN
S A FaC PRAT &, SAD] IR S6-d Bl © Al 4 SADI Holl 8] adll &l AT
IAD! BT qa gL € | I8 GRT AT ygel A1fthan & 81 H FAl 7T AT, WAl 3
S PO 37 AN MY €, T8I I B1r
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1T BT BIRTET BT 31§ =1 5 g & AT 11 aRE 4 AT & sl H T8l S
AT $H/D Y 3R 3T W ST H P8 IR R DI ST6xd 81 Al DI H IRac
HRAT B

SYFATIRT FRIAT, H A% AR IR I8 M1 16 6 59 &3 H DIs W1 94 T8
oA 2, ST S UG 1 91d 21 H 39 IR 7 AG1F Fhdl g (P o9 11 8Us Iqde 9
Jie | 81 BT, Wi I8l Al Big H FF T1 Al P IR, S BAR TR Tb
PIA BRI ATPR < ©, d 3T 8T A Sl HaeH B IR < 5, S99 )T A9 T8
AR Ffet I 20 IT 25 IT 30 URAT TP 8 T AR & AR TaTHE Bl ST o b forg
TR <1 81T & 9% A1 S99 Al B9 Ja1s SR 81 $9 d18 Sil #ee ]|l AR §,
HAoR Al MR, T Sl -2 aral B R < & S99 W d ) 9 18] drerd 19
WRBR Pl SR W T AT R <1 €, U-I9 R <7 € 3fR Usaelgome o
Tl T AT GER AR BT gl & fhvR < 21 39 o # 9% 99 9l T@T R

HEIST, # 9B g A I1 <A1 =TT § [ STd 89 4T 31 B & dl Tl &
1 I A~ USaTISoIe 31 &1 Bkl o) 319 [T 7 I 3rgwd fhar s {3 9 9
JART @ Usacigeic Udh F9T WX 37T &1 hael AN AT+ Yedcisorie <, v
HOIR | ITIRER BT AU TSASISSIHE ekl & 3R 5 TISH GRS PV IR A
TSICISSIHE ATl & Sil U-Iel dTell &I BT 8 | §7 99 YSACISoTe & SR Sdl TR Si
fUaR <=g1 &1 fer! 8 A1 98 YRI <@ &1 781 UK & i el deb YSacigoric Il 8
3R Rt IR 3% ol & a1 91aet o Wbl &, Fora forg 99 forg omar &1 5ft % b oiR
I H PEAT AT8dT §, I Yo A 914 © b H 39 USacigoiic & IR ¥ b3 A1 4 A
e E [ 33 $0 9 PV dl Teds! ol § 9gd A [T9R $HRAT I81 g 3iR faaR Had B
H T T AT UGl g1 H STa AT AT 37TAT AT AT HA Y 1993-94 H Vb FaTel Yo' o, Sl
JIRCTS FATAT 1, {1 I SIS FIT W Y91 o1 fh I8 9a Usdeisoric Sl 8, 394
31Tl 21 1 S W 3 fondt A g £ eR1e @il veaelsorie R 3e R o €, a8
|9 facel Sul 2, SeR A & 3wt &1 {9 | o =redt, e | sl 8f a1rst 59 d 39
TR STE] faeR BT g <1 U Ferd € b 3R 711 98 WR S 1 2S-37fthd g1
# 2 a1 SN o1 Rarqr # €, g faceh ot 2, ofer 37 forg it vesaetzsrie foreh
<18 A1 T8 e bl 5 ) & 1§ < [ I8 it <=i o €, a8t 31 U 81 I8
<@ @1 919 2 5 S I8t 3 dufi 7 facw 7 vsdelsoric 9 € 1 veacigoric &
qrell HUN ST U1 geacigeie W WY a1 a8 e el 6 9= e 87 afe
I T il SfeT 7 TearerssiHe e, ai f w1 1 VedarerssHe faar a8 a8t
B HE T SR T B HF A A fIgwl § Ysavergsrie & A S YsaRergsiHe
BT T Tl frar €, 9 T ford vt 7 fean? 9 9o i) vl # feam ar v
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el # T ok I8 i1 U fean A1 a1 59 foy S Rotd d& &1 wRider o,
WRBR | Bl 3T ot A1 el iR AT <ff 1 91 7 | fores argan ot ? <91 7 9 fovedt
T < A o T Ul 1 S IR ol & [T Usarergee &l afe ST 81
HRA TSt # Ut e 81, afe S Wt vl # 9 faar g A i siRere e
2, O R LY. A1 3R S e €, 39 S S foran &, 3 S 99 o e H e g
1 g8 U7 1 A1 BT F o Y AT RS §ob J WAL oHR SHD! o) Y | $AfTY
Y8 ST 984 NP & 15 9 b AR A U1 oo 1Y 52 Hed, § a1 Areas 4 w3l
St A el et b 31Ty fat =30 St 9 a1 R, Rord § @l qarsy o 39 v 4
ST B Sk © 36 A AR Sa ATl | S 4 < o €, S U S faseii 4 e g,
T8 B T B, 98 U 4wl 7 B T SR S AT "UET aT? 3TST 3R Pl AR
HUAT BT & T R SR $75H S dTel I7 §IR AN AR THIeH 96 3 & oy b
S €, T S §, <ifhe § ST ared g 6 59 fawg # 99 &nT g9 i 93 € iR arf
T 39 fowy w79t wif 781 §32 39 fawy &1 G1em 11 9gd ey B

frew, 39 I8 a1 T B b T Je -1 STRT I drell 81 -9 i B
P 950 91T 3R YR Hed T &, b 39 HT-CTU §1a’T & 3 TR 84 Wl I7ed &
IR H F& A1 IS S A AR 6 TR S1Ld. &1 91 3ot 2, 39 Yoot § Ua Wi
A9 B, A1 T S T ATeT Bl 3T | 721 <31, I S UhoT b A1 & Wi G 3R 3R
BIS B 5 3 R TR @ &1 %) ATl IE@T & A1 I8 W AT B B F A
forer, Tg Ryt Yobot & wrer & Rrei | @) 39 IR § 89X A &Y a9 § i afe
IHH U €Y e R A 39 IS1 FHRAT 81 ST 31R UTEeh! AT STar & A1 51 I8
[ -UIC P e 81 R8T €, T8 T8l Bbl

JU[HIR : T ST, JATUdT F9Y g SATGT 81 -1 21 39 &9 e a1 g%
gl

Y I W : G AIGA ©, A, § Udh-al e § T SR e gl

# Ye-219 9191 &b IR | 91 PR &1 AT 1 98 S Y- 91 BRI, S 9
AR & BRI 3ME & g H RBTS BT 16 {1 @Al Bl pola=r T gar &, I/l
R RETE BN 3R I8 R AoR Afdd ifovex & I 32711 3R1 He1 2 & a8 Rars
b AR AT 3fINER & URT &1 T8I BT A1y dicth IADBI U HIaR Helder b
AT A A1 ST1 AR 3iR A QAT BT A1 ARPR &b IR ] OBy i) 781 Al e~
TTY iR Pl THR BT ST APl & 3R Y AR BR H WRBR B Sl Ry e
RN , WRPR Bl 98 R RA=Y &1 Ao safey #1)7 719971 § 6 b de-2v 9ieq
G | B B 81 Il dich SHBT U SR 84 doldex & urg a1 Rd=yg furcsie 4§
Al <1 81T, 781 SHHT RBTS BRI ... (FHT Bl €))....
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S U 3R 91 € P AN $aa ifqved, fT=a! 89 8 7219 100 AT 200 WUV < &
[ o7 & folg, T AR B AINCH, TEDH! $I 39 U4 $I IS 781 o o g™
T Al S8 U TR @ f T8l hae JifuNed IS Il 81 SIdih B A © b g U1
foran ST 2, U9 &1 98K BIdT € A1 83 3MSH! Bl TEX Pl TG o1 BT 8, olfdh
$ad JATIveH F B o1 =S 21 frefcd 21 @1 31 He1 8 6 i <7 & ar 4§ +ff
BT DI ORI PR DI AIHAT © AR SHH 8 3MSH! Bl IS <1 AaTID BT
Bl

1 ORE 9 Ppad JATIRSH BRI 3 I 8 Wi 8 IR ST ATGHT e BT B
R Y s 1 NG BIs 1,31 IT Al AT BRI €, 37T b IR g S BT Blg
forg o TE1 BT 81 ARG, 39 fofy JS-H1S @l sTaggddT 21 IS a8 3ME-3rs IqH
IR BT 1 €1 98 3fER A1 FhT| ST ATS-BIS < $T T 7 $V U8 59 B A
PR P ST6RA 81 GA A1 I8 & b Y-l aTel @ ITRIR YT TN I8 &1 3h BRI
Hag 3R 311 H 9gd TeqS! g% AR USHI § 9gd A & W1, S el § uresi |
3RS &1 T 27|

Ryt BT AR U BT 3 & oifbd AR 3fibs H TBT YT 8! aredl aifth § ga=T
AT =TT § 1 1998-99 H entairtainment tax 35 TRTRIT &7 3R 1999 & 918 I8 <2 WR 4
30 TRAT B 7T 3IR I8 e Ta-He Bl Fiedl 8, Wgdl TaHe $I S99 A B e fHefdl
21 R YPoT 1998-99 H 3 wUT, 80 YA 2T, 1999 H T7 16 ®™UY, 75 U 81 71T, 2001 | IS
28 WYY, 50 U B TR 3R 2002 H T8 41 HYT B AT I 399 980 WA &) ggIast
TSI ¥ IRE ESPN Sports BT YT 11 T, 56 U 2T, 374 IHHT IC 24 HYTY &1 747 7, I
a1t 106 T2 Bt SgIaN] B TS 81 TNT 3R HBO ® I8 Y€ 2 ®UY 95 U o, 39
F9HT XS 12 WY, 50 I B AT S, I ST 325 U &) Sglas] 81 7S & 39) aRg
ZEE YT ygel Wi off, 915 § 1999 § $HdT X 10 wUY B 17 3R 319 36 WUV & 1T 8,
T 250 TRIRIT BT g@Ia)] §s &1 AT I8 a1 9 8! & b g7 Y™ MR T

HEIGAT, S 91 7151 ¥ A XS 99 & b $99b DRI UMbl W gl IR H4Td
TS VB 8 3iR ATEH] Pl 9gd ddballb 8l <81 1 SAIY S/ SR dbold o & fog gd
PO 7 PV JaRAT B P SR o

qBIS T, A1 |3 HEIGAT I fdel oiehr 3778 €, H ST [HT HRall § 3R
I G AT A18dT § o6 49 911 a1 S7eh A 1 8, 390 aN A 9 R | i 3R
STeal ¥ STedl 3 fawi &l dTa% B & fofg BT H R PR Bl

224



[10 December, 2002] RAJYA SABHA

DI B T4, AT G 59 97 W der & forg 97 faar, g9 oy | s
SIRINEBREIC]

SHRI B.J. PANDA (Orissa): Madam, the amendment to the seven-
year old Cable T.V. Act is going to have a far-reaching impact on more than
four crore households which have cable T.V. today, the broadcasting industry,
the cable operators, and, last but not the least, on the Government revenues.
But at the core of this amendment, there is a simple principle, and that principle
is consumer choice. Today, there are four crore households. Suppose there
are five persons per household. We are talking about 20 crore or 200 million
people who are affected by this. Simply. They do not have the choice of what
they want to watch. Let us take a moment and dwell on this industry which is a
little more than one decade old. In these eleven or twelve years, this industry
has reached the staggering figure of four crore households. Just to put it in
perspective, compare it with telephones. Telephones have been around for
nearly a century in this country, and in all this time, they have reached four-
and-a-half crores. And in just 11 or 12 years, this industry has reached four
crores! This is nothing short of stupendous, and this growth has been made
possible by a combination of many factors. The broadcasters have to be given
credit for this because they have invested thousands of crores of rupees in
developing content, which has taken Indian content, in quantity and quality, up
to world-class standards. Today, this content is watched not just in these four
crore households in India, but across the globe, in western countries, in
Eastern Asia and Africa. | compliment, just as an hon. Member, earlier,
complimented, one of the broadcasting companies, which has today reduced
its tariffs by 25 per cent, and | also urge other broadcasting companies to take
a hint from them and take similar measures which would be a gesture of
goodwill towards the Indian consumer. In all of this, the Government has had a
very light touch, which, I think, has been a boon and a bonus for this industry.
Like the IT industry, which has grown rapidly with very little Government
involvement, this industry also has grown. In fact, in the early years, there was
no regulation, and in the year 1994, the Government issued an ordinance,
which was converted into an Act in 1995. Initially, for the first half of this
decade of growth, this was a tremendous boon foi the Indian consumers,
because they were used to watching a very limited broadcasting content, and
in the space of 3-4 years, they had the choice of 20 or 30 channels, and the
average cost, in about 1997-98, after 4-5 years of this development of the
industry, was only about 100 rupees --
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if you take rural areas, it was about 50-60 rupees, and in urban areas, it was
about 150 rupees. If you look at the figures around 1997-98, you had millions
of customers already hooked up for 30 channels, already showing world class
content, paying about 100 rupees. But this was never going to last because
this boon for the Indian consumer was not in line with what was happening in
the rest of the world. If you look at the world model, the business model for
cable television, it is very stark. There are lots of channels all over the world. A
majority of them are what are known as FTA, free-to-air, channels. The
broadcasters get their revenues from advertising; they don't charge the cable
operators and, in turn, the consumers are not charged by the cable operators.
The cable operators charge the consumers only for their own infrastructure
and operating cost, which is their distribution cost. All the channels available in
India were free to air, and, that is why, the cable operators were charging only
their own infrastructure cost and the Indian consumer could get, at only 100
rupees, a large number of channels. So, what has gone wrong?

Just now, Shri Pradhan has pointed out, how these tariffs have risen.
Let me give a stark figure here. The first pay channel was started with the very
light sum of two rupees and fifty paise in the year 1996. That was the only one
pay channel till 1998. From 1998-99 onwards, most of the channels turned pay
and the staggering figure is after this. After the Indian consumer enjoyed this
great boon at a reasonable cost, from the year 1999 till the year 2002, the
increase in pay channel cost has been 1400 per cent. It has not been always a
bad story. | was pointing out that for the first five, six or seven years, it was a
boon for the Indian consumer. But for the last three years, from 1999 to 2002, |
don't think, any industry, anywhere in the world, forget about India, had had
1400 per cent price increase. | am not blaming the broadcasters. Anybody,
who creates world class content, has, in my opinion, the freedom to charge
what he wants to. But, at the same time, the consumer has, and must have, a
freedom of what he wants to buy and what he does not want to buy. Today, the
Indian consumer does not have this freedom, and this is what this Amendment
is all about.

| want to give another stark figure. Today, the nufhber of channels
has gone upto 150-160. But, if you take out the channels, which are not really
relevant to India, like Chinese, Korean and Russian channels, the channels,
which are largely watched, if you go by TAM figures, there is a stark figure.
The ratio of the Indian viewership of pay channels to free
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channels is 55:45. That means 55 per cent of what the Indian viewers watch in
totality across the country, including urban and rural figures, are pay channels
and 45 per cent are free channels. How does this compare with the world? Let
me not compare with America or Japan or Western countries. | choose Brazil
to compare because Brazil is somewhat similar to India. In fact, its socio-
economic status is slightly higher than that of India. In terms of disposable
income and earning capacity, it is a larger country. In Brazil, today, in the year
2002, the percentage of viewership of free channels is 72 per cent compared to
only 45 per cent in India. This is where the crux of the issue lies. The consumer
must have a choice. Now, | have heard figures, that somebody gets cable TV
for rupees 100 and somebody gets for rupees 150. | am quite astounded
because if you go by this article of the Hindustan Times of November 28, if you
simply add the cost of the pay channels, it adds up to about rupees 160. Now,
there is cost of infrastructure, distribution, etc. So, the only way anybody can
get it at less than rupees 160 or even at rupees 160 is, if the cable operator is
fudging his figures. Now, there are no heroes. There are villains all across the
situation. There is only one victim, that is, the Indian consumer. Madam,
actually, | am wrong. There are two victims. The Government is also a victim.
Some years ago, they have started an entertainment tax in many States across
the country. In this year's National Budget, there is a service tax. But the
collection from entertainment tax and the service tax is only a pittance. It is
because of under-reporting by the cable operators. There is a huge jack up of
prices by the broadcasters. But the consumers don't have any choice. Either
they have to take it all or leave it all.

Let me give one example to dramatise this choice. We all buy
newspapers. This community, the Members of Parliament, is, probably, more
interested in news. We all buy more newspapers than an average Indian family
do. For example, at my house, | get five or six newspapers every morning and
| pay for each of them separately. My colleague, Mr. Shukla, is saying that he
takes 10 newspapers. But an average Indian household, | am quite confident,
takes one or, at the most, two newspapers. We all buy newspapers according
to what we need, what we can afford and what we want. How would it be, if
there was a situation in the country where everybody had to take 60
newspapers, and the cost should be averaged? My driver and assistant would
pay the same amount as | do, whether they take one newspaper or 60
newspapers. That is the situation today. How would it be, if one publishing
house, which has 30 or
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40 publications, says, "You take all my publications or you don't have any of
my publications"? | don't want to blame anybody here. The broadcasters are
within their right to charge what they wish. But we must ensure that the Indian
consumer has the right and the physical option of taking or buying what he can
afford and wishes to have. At the same time, we must also ensure that nobody
is deprived of this television revolution that is taking place.

This proposal provides that we follow the international model. It is
true that internationally it is not always mandated. The Conditional Access
System is often done by the market itself. The market, the broadcasters and
the distributors, that is, the cable operators, work in tandem. They work as
partners, and yet the consumers do not get affected in those countries. In our
country, it is a strange situation where the vendors of the content, that is, the
broadcasters, and the distributors of the content are at loggerheads. Though
they are at loggerheads, they are not suffering. They are all doing well. It is the
consumer who is suffering. We must not permit it to happen.

We have talked about technology. We have talked about analogue
versus digital costs. Madam, | want to say something here. This amendment,
at the core of it, is not about technology. Technology will come and go.
Technology will keep changing. The core of it is a principle that the Indian
consumer, the Indian citizen, must have a choice. Now, the market should
have allowed this to happen. The market has worked well in other countries.
Unfortunately,, in our country, in this market, it has not worked. It is a very odd
situation. My hon. friend from West Bengal is saying that he is normally not a
votary of markets, but yet, on this issue, he supports the markets. It is an odd
situation. | am normally a votary of markets. Yet, | am supporting the motion
for Government intervention, because the market has failed. We, all of us,
have supported Government intervention, when the market has failed. When
there is a failure in the stock market, we insist on Government intervention.
Then, why should' we no support Government intervention, when there is a
failure in this market? Perhaps, this industry has grown rapidly. It is an
immature industry. It is hardly 11 years old. Perhaps, that is why the purveyors
of the content and the distributors of the content h*ve not yet worked out a
proper market relationship and that is why they are in conflict. That is why the
Government needs to step in and mandate the consumer choice. But,
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| urge upon the hon. Minister, let us exercise restraint. Let us not use this
opportunity to go in for and mandate Government intervention for a long
period. Whenever the Government tried to mandate technology, it has been a
failure, not only in this country but also in other countries. We should not be
mandating technology. We should not be really mandating prices. We should
be mandating in this issue, the consumer choice. What will this do? This will
put the Indian cable TV market on a par with the world situation, where the
consumer will have an access to, say, 30 or 40 channels, consisting of all
genre or all categories. A point was raised that the Government was going to
get undue powers to dictate who could watch and what. That is not true.
Please read the amendment. The amendment says that the Government can
stipulate the categories, which it has a right to do. It can stipulate, for example,
that adult content will not be shown. It can stipulate that only news content
must be shown. But it cannot say "show Star News or do not show Zee News".
That is not permitted in this amendment. So, let us be clear about this. Madam,
| do not want to take too much time. Some speakers have pointed out some
so-called shortcomings. | would like to say that let us not, in anticipation of the
perfect, delay the good.

This has been delayed for too long. So, | compliment the hon.
Minister on standing up to the tremendous odds in bringing this amendment
before the House for passage, even though it is so many months since it was
passed by the Lok Sabha. Once again, | would like to compliment her, and
while supporting her, | would like to urge the community of this industry, both
the broadcasters and the cable operators, to realise that if they do not self
regulate themselves, the Government is bound to step in.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Now, | think enough has been said on
Cable T.V. | find most of the speeches repetitive. Add something new.
Otherwise we can switch off the channel. | have the remote control; | will just
announce that the discussion on the Bill is over and the Minister should reply.

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN (Kerala): Madam Deputy Chairman,
as you have rightly observed, it is very difficult for the last speakers to make
new points. But, it can be that the points that have already been mentioned
can be reiterated in another way or another form. That is the only way. Even
then, | will try my level best to make some points in respect of this Bill.
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Madam, for the reasons unknown to us, this Bill was delayed for long.
So, we are happy that the Bill has come up for discussion now. After the
passing of the Bill by the Lok Sabha, it is being discussed here.

Madam, this Cable TV Networks Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 2002,
seeks to amend the original Act of 1995 by introducing a new provision, new
Section 4A. By virtue of the new proposed amendments, Section 4(A), the
Central Government or the Government of India is getting the power to
intervene in the fight between the broadcasting houses or the broadcasting
companies and the cable network companies. One side is the broadcasting or
the production sector and the other is the distribution sector. It is an admitted
fact that the quarrel or controversy is between them. The broadcasting houses
are alleging that the actual number of connections which are being given by the
cable network or the network agencies are not being disclosed, and that the
broadcasting houses are being cheated. This is the allegation of the
broadcasting houses. The allegation of the cable network agencies is that they
are not having sufficient number of connections and they are being over-
charged by the broadcasting houses. So, who is being benefited out of this
controversy, quarrel, or difference of opinion between these two? In fact, what
is happening is, the poor Indian consumer is being cheated, as rightly said by
Mr. Panda. So, the poor consumer, the Indian consumer, should be benefited
by this provision. To that extent, | fully support this Bill because, today the
consumer is being cheated because of this controversy.

As pointed out by Dr. Subbarami Reddy, what is the real fact behind
this controversy is still unknown. Why it is being dragged on for a long time is
still unknown to the House. So, considering the fact that there are forty million
viewers of Cable TV, definitely, the Government of India should have the
control on this. This is my first submission.

Now, coming to the other points, | would say that even after the
passing of the Bill, the cable TV operator is> going to have the domain to
declare the number of connections, because he has to declare the number of
connections to the Government of India. So, it means still the domain is with
him or he is having the authority. | would like to seek a clarification from the
hon. Minister as to how it will be supervised or checked. Madam, the estimated
value of a STB or of an addressable system which has to be
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installed at every consumer's or subscriber's house comes to Rs. 3,000 to Rs.
6,000/-. We have come to know that some companies have already started
manufacturing it. After a few days, there will be a fight about production of
STBs. It will be a big business. My submission is, we should have uniform
STBs. It may go against the market economy, because the subscribers are at
liberty to purchase STBs of their liking. That is another thing. My point is, if |
want to change my cable television operator, | will definitely be forced to
purchase a new STB prescribed by the new cable television operator. So, the
consumers would be overburdened. Therefore, the Government should
prescribe uniform STBs. The Prasar Bharati Corporation or some other public
sector undertaking can make these STBs so that the subscribers can have
uniform STBs.

I come to the new Section 4A. So far as free-to-air channel is
concerned, who would be the deciding authority? Would it be the executive,
would it be at the whims and fancies of the Government? They can say that
this package belongs to the free-to-air channels and that package does not
belong to the free-to-air channels. So the discretionary power should never be
vested in the executive because it would lead to corruption. There is no doubt
about it. There should be an independent authority to regulate the entire
system. | would request the Minister to take this point into consideration.

| would like to seek one clarification in regard to the addressable
system. Would the subscriber who is having an addressable system or STB be
entitled to have a free-to-air channel? Is such a mechanism there? If | have a
cable television connection and a STB has been installed in my house, am |
entitled to have access to the free-to-air channel? Would the Minister clarify it?

| would like to make a suggestion in regard to having 'the hub' at the
national level. The pay channels get down-linked at one point - the hub - on
Indian soil and decrypted. We should have a hub on the Indian soil and it
should be decrypted. By the use of one most suitable encryption - CAS -
technology, all the down-linked channels are encrypted and up-linked.

Encrypted pay channel signals up-linked from 'the hub" are down-
linked by the cable operators and straightaway transmitted to the
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householder. The STB at the householders end decrypts only the desired
channels for the householder to see and pay for only the desired channels.

Non only all Indian cable connectivity records but also total control is
done from 'the hub' through the Subscriber Management System, SMS.

The hub can be run and managed by a mutually acceptable new or
the existing organisation.

The hub can be run and managed by the Prasar Bharati Corporation
itself.  This is my humble suggestion.

| would like to make one more point regarding the amendments which
were moved in the last Session by Dr. Subbarami Reddy. Those amendments
were in regard to the price mechanism and rate, mechanism. | am not quoting
those amendments here. The amendment says that the Central Government
should be consulted before fixing the rates or before fixing the prices of each
pay channel. Such a mechanism should be there. While fixing the rates for
various channels, the Central Government should take into consideration the
total income earned by the pay channel companies through advertisements.

Madam, considering the revenue which is being received or which is
being earned from the advertisement shall, or shall not, also be a criterion for
fixing up the rate. So, | fully support those amendments, though they are not on
the record, because of the prorogation of the House. | want the Minister to
respond to my queries. With these observations, | would like to thank the
Minister and I fully support the Bill. Thank you, Madam.

it 3O A (ARWS) : AFG ITFHMRT FEET, T 31 39 [T )
I BT AR AT, S0P Y § TYHT ART § | HE ST, TR H ATqh A1ea A
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WRINT ? fb g avg e awr 3 59 adamfa 9 aiRd &) fear, I8 de+ 9 33 S ake
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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It was his maiden speech. You can clap
Now Mr. Rajiv Shukla, =T T#3 <1 31 2
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HH, AN 1 A I T G B S, 7 8 I 8 @ S qree 78 @ anwd
gl 39 T dRE & oy ot st i1gy oIk foree oft g3 8 o5 ug Rwr ga= #, ww
o 59 #, S R | w3 o 7 39 e & SIRY I8 waem o 3 ® b ama o g
ITE BB I U1 =, MY AT SIRTY 3fR S fdme < Soant < fegman

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : A la carte

it Irota gF : A la carte § 30d foIy GuAT S B 9gd 98 99TS 1 fH
I UED & fory, g & fory U 9gd 91 I8 QW faa 2

A JARMI X! SN H8 W8 I & 599 $B 7 F© a1d § 98 g1 i1 a1yl dld
JHT | U B b d18 15 AT H ST b b3 o7 TAT? I8 1 GHRY Bl 1 & b a7h
ST TAT| SHD] Al g Usel 81 SIHT <AMSY AT| 31T PN BT 91 I8 & 6 qa7 4 o
TR 3 IR AT §1 $B AN I AL 8 AN BT [aR1Y B ©, 8 Fhdl § b 9
3TN 39 a1 Bl Al fR1e &R F 81| SAIAY 3MEa 39 d1d Bl Bl$ <A1 A8y AR I
TR SATET &1 8] <1 a1y
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HSH, I ATINTH Pl oy Sl RIH1d 1 W& 2, Fiead wu 4 9 |21 81 U8 Fod
P ATINCH A I8 1 51 SRR el ATRTH B AU H FS[S Tkl I8! & - AR
F1e <1, RARF S 7 81, 79 @ 39 axqa T 3 Raga w8l and &1 J8f I& &
fareel # Us SR T a1a Y gs 2, 3R W1 5718 &, Y1 U 78] 51 €1 E9IR WY A oid
39P 91¢ & G R Bl 3R e wR H AT 1) e & d) 1 BT ST 3T ol
DT W T IR T8 SR b R 2 fb 3 b= e fha eRi 1 a8
I f2ae @ I o of 91 98 919 781 8 Sl g1 'R & e} fhaw It dcw € 96
TR 9 37T 3T U1 ST §1 39T &1 3R 31T X@T I o1 fore v grarearer
3 S A fhar & 1 S9N I SHGB! giRTiNe RIed ®l YFHT US| hael ITIRTH
fopd BRI § BN © X8 ¥ 3R fhds U of W2 €, 3961 fIaR0 S @GR BT <
TSI AR T | I8 I A5 YUl 91 S99 9l B 51 $9P SIRY WRBR I8 Il T
B B8R 5 fha BRI 9 fha=n 91 sHgT1 81 JET 7, fhd d-ae o 7 &, 3R
FrehReH DI fhd=T U1 T Y87 31 399 ARG B S Teb AMHE! 59 ST B 819 dTedl
2 S oft Uoh BrreT fAer, axT o1l I T8 S STdad axld o fUTS O XE) 81 vl
SHY, ST HEY g1 e ST H I § , S g 39 a1 B $El [ 39 Tid dt
TeafeaT Bt € | 97 9 Aftha1d 3r¥d & MR W B8 I8 21 Fead © | R 3
39 I 9 ST I8 UraeT STel 2, 3R &I 9 I8 U 95 376 a1 2

[SygHTeE (3 da arTsifean) e gq)

H #3Y Sft 9 U 14 3R o1 arg 6 SISl - 13 SISl - 2 BT ARG 41 1
TEA AT HIA MINTH PR I8 &1 P N8 H1 ST & 59 [ I AR P FAToT H AT
2, STP! TE! [T T RET & | T BIcal § T S8 Udh 7 b Idl Pl I BR adl
g1 3R SIl- 1 @ a1 Sl 2 el g, 3R Sl - 2 fawrdd a1 St 1 el
TG 39 forg 1Y S0 & 1ae € 4 3R o B 1Ry 3R it 590 forg srenRst
g 3P BT 3R TSI PR =M

HA ARG S 39 W g TAR Aot 3R ST ) 91 $HEl 7, T T 9§ I8
TEA W A1 91 21 R o & ATl g9R <2l B 3@ B firet i, e afear
BIS I el 81 Fabell 21 AR ITH R1er A S A1 FAIS Bl 317 Al | T a1 Sff el
feER & S71 W1 T TR ST SIeT A1y 3R SIS!- 1, SIS — 2 AT gRasd & aI-
T Test & forg df 59T &g o) &1 EIRY 6 ffTaa wu & ST faxaran gl ey &)
9% U arfl ST €8 BT Wae™ U B9IR W oidx Ui oIk WU J@ 7, AY &7 o
ISP WY I TNRY ATfh Pael TR 9 AT BT Seoitl= T8l BR qb| SShRTY
Pt I% RTprrd ff 921 & b ot JiTRe™ S9! 11 781 <ot 81 <ifeh Ua 91 <1t fiio g1
T HE! 6 U Aot & Hed H 1400 IRUT Jfg B ©, WY AT I I8 984 o Al 14 2
R ©f ¥ 7 3R YS9
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fpar € fF 25 ¥ 98 deldl B O I8 WRd AT 919 81 IR =T I I
FreThed B W 1 fh BF =T B AR P I S e=RIR @l 9 ofd 8, S9h!
HH B

T 1 §9 X8 P fALTIH] & IR | FE el 8, TRAIE TSISTSRorT & IR 4,
T IT IRTE A FMT 81 AT 1 F FAf 81, SHDT JHAM b GRawH Bl a2l [Bar
WY, $HPI BIR AT o b gRaz[ &1 I I8, 3 T W T FA A BRAT
Y| ...(FIHTT)... 3R] I§ &1 ¢ (&b b GI&3H &1 9 JHAM Bl FI a1 B
T8 27 A1 a1 fR greele & off vars Ry, 39 9 Rk wged aifi grer i,
I AdqTa STel BR A9 =Ty, o= g8 dbel EOIRI BRIS BT Jba Rt
SREe Bl 81 & AR R dcarge a1 wgde 99 €, 9 $9d] R BRIl SO &l
HHR B TS i S A1eQ1 a1 A1 99 & oY d1 81 o2 gReeid &l W duifie
AT STl PR AT e 1 goirord €1 Sl gReeie o1 99 U 4 i dfrd e
S JRIR AXHR &1 571 9 1ol Bl ATSHd <l 21 319 9 ok <Y 3T 39 TR
o} JTIT T 1 A1V U 91 MR F 1. GARMI X8 4 fdopel Gead 721 § f& fra
S AT & fhd TIRHT 9 HSH P 9T 91 g8 98 Wad | 9d1Y, W AT F I A
Iferd 81 8 3l g 781 eI A

HEGY , Pl Al IR 97 A8 Bl I8 Sl WIfrefiel [Ade WRaR a1 8, ga
Td TR H3] ST TS €, § SHBT @RI PRI g 3R GROIR FHT FRa1 g, g=yare|

SHRI FALI S. NARIMAN (Nominated): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, | also,
amongst many, many others, welcome this Bill. | believe, Sir, that it is an
object lesson on how not to forget a regulatory law after it is passed.
Continuous supervision over a law, after it is enacted, shows, | think, a
maturity of approach that | welcome and which, | think, other Ministries would
be well-advised to adopt. The Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act was
enacted in 1995. It envisaged skeletal regulation, and the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting has been monitoring results and performance.
When an Act like this is working for more than five years, inevitably, problems
get thrown up, like frequent arbitrary hikes in subscription charges; consumer
problems, like ensuring every subscriber receives a minimum number of free-
to-air channels and does not have to pay for channels which a consumer does
not wish to view. Bu', | think, one problem that | face in my area is that cable
channels provided go off the air far too frequently, and some attempts should
be made under the news gathering information clause to ascertain how many
breakdowns in transmission have been there
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4.00 p.m.

during a single day, and to discipline cable service-providers so that they
actually provide the service they profess to provide.

Sir, on another point, now that the Convergence Bill has gone
through the Select Committee and many Members have expressed, in the
Report already tabled in this House, doubts about the need to have a
mammoth consolidating law, at least, in the foreseeable future. | think, it is but
right that the 1995 Act be amended to iron-out the creases that have arisen
during its implementation.

When some of us took steps at the instance of the Prime Minister, to
draft the Convergence Bill, we envisaged a super regulator to cover all aspects
of communications and called it "Communications Commission." But, in India,
whenever we have a regulator to act as a facilitator, it does tend to get heavy-
handed; and the suspicion has grown. Hence, the reluctance to go through, at
an early date, the enactment of the Convergence Bill. But, in the meanwhile, it
is heartening that with a simple measure of 'dos' and 'don'ts' with criminal
sanctions, steps to protect the interests of a limited class of consumers served
by the 1995 Act are being taken up and | would compliment the hon. Minister
and her Ministry for not forgetting the consumers of cable TV networks and
responding to their grievances.

One last word on what my hon. friend, Smt. Saroj Dubey, has said.
| am sorry, | don't like censorship in any form; because once it starts, it is a
slippery slope and it never ends. If MTV shows films which children should
not see, | believe, a dialogue with those responsible for the channel is the
only way. Persuade the promoters to project undesirable programmes after
ten or eleven in the night, and not ban them. Thank you.

ST o1 RIS : gaTe, SUAHTEET Sff | SUNHIeds Sil, $ol fHefTd aY
15 IS AT = 39 =t # AT foram oiR |t 1 oo wwel fean 81wy &), ud aga &

STt ST St STeUTE (JTSTRAT) = HAT S, H Frerer arse off, dfe g9
EIGEEIRICARERERI
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ST GOHT @RI 2§ 3779 $ /A B A1 ST g, SHAT <] S|

SR STHAT St IRTA : H Y &b IR<TE BT I ol 9 qHLT $Rall 1 Ugd
EGRIT H WRTII AL b q8d BT ST AT, “TRT F4F oI, Al TS H I8 a9
& T BN B, TR FdF O 8 WA B L. (JAUM).... AT gedi F 91 BT A,
R 3R YOI BRAT BIS [3IT 81 SF BT S8 < AT DI 91T 3R [0 21 747 B
S9foTy HeH, 3R 3717 9 31K &1 < ol 3BT 81T ... (JFqLT)...

SH AT RIS : gIaTe, STAA1 <dl Sff | STFHTafT Sfl, 39 =4 H Uab aga
B e WA U garl 6 U 9gd &1 ass affrawhl ST, deiHed ferd! 1 |ival
DI TRE W T T DI YA DI MR TN IRS ATHT 41 BTell TH. TR - |ial
DI AR A 5 T4l BT FAI (BT 3T T1 AT 9 3 Ugel ST A1 FANT (5 =i J
AT BT eI, ST, Rredt gsf 93 8l a1 3res1 8iam | 4 g faat 7 ST Ryad) &1 i
3f&T BT AT Al | I s Gl F 39 T4l b1 GHT a1 i 4 U g9
GIfTfeg S e 81 TRIT 3iR qRI-a1-gR1 = ST hRIHD o1 UR I |

IYFHTEI Sfl, 39 9T F SRM F T IO T 3R & AAHN W qdhe
B TR 81 H I T T BT IR SR RIS BT FRIBROT AT AR, Afp T
ot & e &1 N Yihar sraT w1 Argdl {6 59 9eT § g3 U w@R ¥ AR o
JUIS fiell 21 3 g9rax X8, it A SLELW @l TR% 9 $B Fald Sy | I8 g
I 3 9 BT 9 fhaT <ifeh 9 & 918 I8i4 &1 |aTdl 6y o &1 § SRS 1 U
910 S Bel fh AR AT 3R I e fa18s B, I8 U A193gdh g¥ie]
BT U8 Udh UNT Sexfthid & R WRBR Bl 78] )1 a1yl ) A8, 3177 BT 97
FRTER &1 IRHR B8] Bls dTd PT WNBHIT el PR I8! 81 39 ¥-b-% [ 4 84
PEl I SITBR 7TE1 of I8 & T8l 7 I-Ted WRIHIg H I8 Bl SUTHIETES Y, &H o
il a1 SIPR o B & — Fax 31T IRY% wfdw fead for IRy feord & Aot ot 4-
A-HH fhd=t T Y A1RT, SFRaATsd {6 a8 A1 o1 81, <ifhT I8 718! fh aR-%-
R AR & T4 & 11 9 H GHER, TR, W, e, wft &1 fsor gmn anfzy
3R <R, fafee o9 &R Afeass smse, dfhs &9 wdl 8 o8 o1 @ § &
FATERT H 3FD Il B, FARST ¥ FqSH <Icl, [hed NETRT BRIHH H 3P a7
BT I8 SUHIHT B BT TR HIRRR BT 3R STHRDT B Bl H WRBR g exlely Tai
AT ATE | H HEl T8 T 81 B [ I8 Do Slall, T8 A-7ct Tl STail| a8 T BN
A, S T B <, AR T B S, AT BEl BT e [SETRIT SIY, B9l el
T fa@man SV I8 &9 99 T8l A1, SUHIHT W O BT hael JTUREX gaTgT b a1
IR I8 A9l SUST §, ST JMMYP] BT TARY? SUHRDT SH W T BRI, &F a7
BEERIENNEIS A SIS SR IS IS IS IS CAN)
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Hell, a8 el Tad TMeRI 8, ST S Hel [ SISt a1 Wi T TR 8, S famr
YT < SITQ SR qTeb! S 1 € Qo & a8 AIqud & ¢ ST Ul fRegpel el 81 |t
1 ¢ QaR ATl a1 TUTH & S 3R 39S oy # 1maa! qa1s,, o9 I8 fdd Somex
<RgU, B8 ST W1 ¢ TSR &1 SftheTer €Y &, gk 1 8, SHH $9a] W ) AT 8 |
g UST A{aR <l IR SUHRT , “$” Bl A9 4(GY, T8l 89 W1 ¢ TR =ATel ! ($hrg fdar
g

"free-to-air channel”, in respect of a cable television network, means
a channel, the reception of which would not require the use of any
addressable system to be attached with the receive set of a
subscriber."

a1, SUHHTEE HEIGAT, [l 11 ¢ TaR, A1 I8 Seidl &b 11 e & AT SISl b ¢,
TR S W W ¢ TR &, ST WG & o ST @l STexd 81 8 I8 ST & Q1 W
3ITah FRTER 1 2 e 2 b Y ITepT wmen e faam 21

IS, S d18 JARTST Sff FegT01 5Tt dicll S |1 a1 T dR R I J2
e 2 {5 a8 B @t AT 9wl @l € i 9gd @ AT |iEal | 59 9E <™
Il B JAfAIET B a1 D1 @M | g8 a1 811 9gd w@rride A & Fife 519 89 I8
1 PE & b TAT RIRCH AT, TaRAT ST 1 ORE TRE DI a1l A1 31Tl 8 b aniRaw
I8 g e BT BT ST $B AT AaT 1 $T [$ 0id 89R, A1 &R &I 81
ST, fhefl U 7 A1 T [ T4 TR BT 81 SIQ, ifh 991 il & fob 1o w1s Sft &
U I8 SHHRI AT Sl SB[ AFR [T Bl a1l H U1 3R I gaqm gl & S
o1, QI ST QIR S 9ISl $I a1 & , ASHT ITP] M 8, I AN Pl JelTh
T qIPTIST A1 DI SBIH AU NHS [T P 3R T aRI & BRIg AT ST d1aq Bl
STER BIfT 1 TRIE 2500/~ T &l HIFG T, 3R Ui o’g &l SIo<d 81N dl I8
1750/~ Y H fiYet SITQ 311R 3R &9 ARG &1 STvexd 811 ol 1500/ w9¢ H firet Simgan
3MR 3ATYD! AIH & 6 TAR TBT IR FRIS Hadl B ©, SUY QTSI o Fhdl & b
fhel 1SS! STxd BT I8 914 &9 G AT ST © 1 g% 9 I8 diof 9871 8l &
3R I B 5 9ISH B Teb o] AT AT & I BT $ICUT SICY< 59| bIAd geil Y 8l
ST 81 AABH H TST I81 IIMERV T BT, RTHHT §¥gHe B Al U8al ddb a9
EOIR AT U758 BOIR WU H A 2T, 31d I8 AT A A 8SR B 3 e ST g1 37471
1 370 IBf T8 CHAIAISN Pls BISHIS T8l 81 MR UP IR I8 Hec 81 oI Al 3T ST
P fEgM H B8R BR # I8 UT TIY g’y g1 T, BT BT §HMI W I8 e
ST gferg I St fora 2 % e swat forat 8rf, ga+t sarer af =21 &1 seeht fas
FYAR WIS B A Ab, SHBI FHEM SH (BT 51 AATAITT BT S8l T 2, SHIC 41
HRERIN
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RiiD qTER W 98 T4 ©, b AU Y81 SAT SATST HBT B 81 S b T o
THP! FEIE e ) SR ) € U afw g9 ajE @ U AR S @ et g
firerT gaferg @R oiR rAferfad, S & ar # forar e @it smawgddr 781 21 39 e
I oA A Ul EH 59 IR H GHIET Al B

IUHTEET HEIGd, U A1 Sl = Bel, a8 I8 b g iR ffred &
I P fSfTea @i A1 37281 811 5 Hae d H YeiRTS 9Ig | I8 He1 Il &
g wel T8 21 R wE T £2 i 3ot AR S Refier ded € a8 SIETaR gt
Are # SeT S ¥ 9ot fefied Wie & | 1 @1 98 ®E § 5 59 sua! fRfied
Are # 34, &1 gR RefaR de <1 f$fored 721 €, @1 f$ired de < afe drex &4
FITHAN? T&T Td 5 TR Hael ATRex S Rl R o € wad 88 Us W), 374
f St fefiee A 3 31raT € SUS! Fadt TR T U W Ugal UFanT 3 gRafid s
2 ofR o= =R1 # QAT Ae # 9ord § | 3ol 3t & {39 §9R ¥e <Y 9fad GaanrT
Are # v, wEl TE B B ¥ 39 uAanT iR fefited Q1 H <t 21 S flensud @
RESTEAT XM @l 91 B9 et o, H e I8 ) a1 § fF AT 3R o
& 4 4 S 9l &1 9 IORT 9 SR 98 esigorer Hl 8 T IS 7 Gaa
BT T SSISoe o 2, fSRed @1 fhal &, 98 Tes a3 < 1Y 81 a1 98 97y A1
gaie T8I goT dfcep S FHI ¥ g8 T B 81 T, ST f[dd WRT B H M1 I8
SN 3R fSfea, F1 H 89+ @1 81 I8 |1 AlS 3 81T, 73! S =18y, fore! S
QU I8 I o AHd 5 SUGHIEIE HeIey, g5 AIeq - &l dKi W[| 781+ Ugel df I8
FEI [ T Ta-Hed g0 M PRl © Al 1 T Mg Bl W bacl &b qeds 4
SBTH B BT, US[hC PR BT, AU BIIHHAI DI T BT AlDT Rl a1 781 ? J8i § Uh
ST I 941 §, b ST81 I WIgdC A-ed & [aTd ©, HIgde o-icl ol 31U TR &l efte
H 99 IS <@d © & [Fae! a1 8, f6as! 81 T &, i S8l d gRaw &l
AT &, THRT Uleeidh A4 FTSPHRER & 3R AR R JIoTel Jcanse Ao H J& 731
JHY AR €, ST FHY e 51 J8f W1 3R 3119 <% 8 df “faeell SRRy 3Rl & S
facell WRPR I B, feArad 3§ “f3arae STkl 31Tl §1 o1fy Uer H 31y Uas1 & 4=
H3 TG AN &, BIIG | BTG P 3 HA1 GHI AR &1 1 gRazi dfedtd |fad
FISHRER & AR SHH! T Al <A1 & 3R ST 1 ITD] AU IS I BT 8, &
HAT IEH ST 786 1 BR & SR T8 RIARTe e 81 81

I8l T AU “U S 3R <TH 1 g Bl faawh 9aTs iR $eT (5 I8 T
BT AR, I8 fdegpel 31 © MR Gl o911 © [ I8 9l S Efe A U APRIHD HaH
2 IS I8 [ Wl q18 A1 <1 ST R8T 51 3711 A MY =R H 39 =1e A7 7 4T,
B DI 311 Y81 T, WfhT $HP I1 hacl IS ATTH YT b AT B9 AT -ct
IR AR ST ATaD! T AT I8 IH AT T2l < A IR a7 14 & forg a8
f9eT 311 U 95 ST HH BT |
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T5 SN & d1e A1 Ak a3 S arel 9, IS 81 8, 3161 8Id1 d I8 Flh U bl
faRTe BT WR 3R Pe! AT Al T8 I8] BT 3MAT AT b 59 d a1 8 I Al o
3Tead BT BT AT | o JATea 1 g1 gl 91 Bl 81 81 o7 {6 AR1 et s saia4l
DI JHTAT B dTel WX HFRE 59 [l & HeH H Alfdhe SHAH B Thleld 5 B I8
g1 S UaT H 11T B B Y, I8 W Y 3R wE A9 o o ke Bl fawy
g, et @t a3 8l 5 AR g wifriie 59 81 10 | afees gasd T s
SR BBl [ Praoid HHIRA [ 377 8T 8, 1 I8 [ RSse 8l Sy, SH IR A a1 §
% u8 f9a RSsT 721 8, SuwTeder Sfl, e fod S99 [y 81 S 3iR el &
Y B B AT I BI b A S UG8 el & &, T §7hIRHEA US FredlReT
et Sufl, 32 98 diedrey ar] Hvl suafoy o i RESe & 8 ik
P=IoId HHIYA SId T AT T T Tb 8H 90 I 2 37T S FHET 8, I FARAT Bl
IfE TS A 7 B Al Y8 AL e T € | A A I Il JeT BEN TS & el b
IR # R dfat A & IR H, g Bice Wew ST w1 ger & ®ifs AR
STSHIRCT et & IR | ®g1 T o a8 RS 81 97, 3T dvaoivy B oI a1
| 9 &R AT FIoid HHIRA & HRT b SY A b Y S&=ra o1 S, e a fanst
HHRIT BT GHTET BT & T2 |77 JASHSH WfST HHST 7 deaord HHIT TR IHY 3ol
T 1 Pd TRBR I IR AUAT 7 AT, BT ISP <R AT ? FwIord HHIRA & 5
H wfeT BT 7 9gd @i 7 74 I8 Udhe a1 fh "The time is not yet right for the
Convergence Commission Bill." @I af T9 T& ARl F¥RARIT & &H AH I,
I AT T BN Al g1 Te1 oI (b I8 PIs Aol A © | i H a1 be e oAl
Bord HHIL & 3 P 915 ff I8 et RESe 1€ 81, 397 AR wraerm=i & | ag fael
IH IR B, FTAP! 98 Nelex W | ST ST I8 el [ deaord HHIRA
P PIRVT EH &I 3T -3T TR] 4 Il X8 &, &1 H3AT 3Fl-37el7 91d R 38 © 3R I8 faa
9 %8 W 31 Y81 8, I8 [epel Ge! d1 I8! 81 I8 e SUD 3aX qawgT 81 S 3R
SIS ST 84 1Y B, S1 v8 3 a18 H Al 39 o foparm g |

SUFHTEE SN, ST, T, GEARF VS i 7 I8 $© axi T | 37 T8 A1eqd (5
GARTHI X! Sl B A g iadl df a7d 3R I8 J| f[Tahd qa¥ g1 I8 2 & 9 faueht 9=
TR SO © iR faue 3 SOT 8T JMeH! god © o farig &1 Big JobT Al e ST, &9 4
$Y FO Al B8 g Afh IR H ) S/ FEIT here is no chance to oppose the Bill,
Jod-Jod ft BT fF There is no chance to oppose the Bill 51§ T 72T ¥ fef
3TAIST R BT A1 SRT ISRAT ¥ FALT HRY | IRIY, A 989 7 @ BIHx dal & 4§
defad § FHLT PRl § | TP A9 39 [9dl & A1 2 3R sHIfey I8 el & |1y a8
I HE | S S Iadl Bl a1, AT o1 e oIdl [ X T H Pls W@R heladl $T AT |
T a1 Sl faR1e @1 ) ercdd St 7 Io18, [T stae J9 a1, I9d srefrar 31
TeI AT b BT 4 fHdl 1 BIg ORI B 1 HEIa] B 91 Bl 81 | FS &b 18- FA1 I
BI B, T 919 8] BT B ... (FFH)....
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DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Then, why is there so much delay in
passing this Bill?

SMT. SUSHMA SWARAJ: Itis not delay...(Interruptions).H SdTci § |

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: You must tell the
House...(Interruptions)...There is a controversy...(interruptions)...When it was
passed in the Lok Sabha long ago, how come it has taken so much time to
come before this House?

ST GoT WRTS : H g § o fSot i go | fSot safo gon wifes el
R 5T [UT BT T3 MO I &1 81 &A1 a_A1 arpraeT I8 9 fafes o |
IUFHTEE ST, 39 S & b I8 [t 99 Sl 781 gor, I8 f[9dl SeR 4, | 991 9
IR BIHR AT I FHT 3 3711, 79 31 [ F& 781 g | {Usell IR g8l I8 fda fore
B T b 15 & 3R 3119 We &l BRIATS! 7 e &I, B 1 ol &l al f[del &4 U™
BT ? 39 IR 1Y &1 I8 {91 31T, STel 89 &9 39 o 3T | 9 foelt oo & foa
He el el ... (FaETT)

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Almost every newspaper has
reported that today the Bill is going to be presented and passed.
...(Interruptions)... What is so important about this Bill? What is the great
controversy? ...(Interruptions)... Why so much publicity........ (Interruptions)...
SHRIMATI SUSHMA SWARAJ: But, there is no controversy. ... (Interruptions).
.That is what | am saying. ...(Interruptions)... 3R ®Ig bgIawl Bl I 3T JeI

AW | PR BIg HoIadl Bt df T8i faRIe &1 ®Is @R a1 Fdaar | 9e+ 39 9o &1
TS fhaT @R across the party e foam | swfere 39 faet W ®18 doranil 18! 21
3R 3P 79 3R RR 7 PIg Helail & a1 Sl a1 § S 181 Habedl, § $Ig st
1 g 721 AIfeh T # 9% & Fadll § fb 9 a8 9 overwhelming support &4 e 2,
T8 R 9T 7 I@T1 ¢ | 4N TOTRd RO 999 91 32 O A1 S8i 9gd 98l a1 Fal,
71 919 1 3R folt 71 Sl udheT, ST S 91 DI Udh ST b Fa 16 7 &A1 ST
PITIISTEe STUH™T I1IT 2 | I8 98 I8! d1d & | HINTae AT 1 &I a1 I8 & fh
This is not a decorative piece of legislation. It has teeth, ¥g faer v 8 fh PR
DI S UL BT IeoTe ST 1 39 AL BT Secied I Tl & Raerh B
HRIGIET 8RN | SBT3 91 | GRIST Sif B 91 BT STard (fRd § | 90T ot F Hrfare!
BT | S!S 91 H ARIST ST Ol 91 &1 Sta1d (2T & | |=0IS1 Si A dat o1 fos sl ¥an
7 21 o &9 ST 9 iR 3R o & sred i1y, gaferg et
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T B! Yoo T BR ST | H &1 aTe! § P 89 9 [ B @R H ASHT & [ofg T8l
TR MY &1 89 399 I PI 9l @Y € A1fd Sdied 9 &4 U SUNRHT Bl fdTd I ,
ST SUHIHT TS % 2, I (ThTd 9 | 89 59 faet 31 gfifery @ € oiR 98 it s
1A e {3 319 Yob W 97 B, AN H I 18] g P 8H Yoob 7 [HAT 8 | 89 597
T @1 2 {6 S basic tier & SH®T Hfea™ Yo &9 T BN 3R Y- B Gl
a1 S | 319 <RIy fF AT 4Y(4) A &9 F7T 2, "If the Central Government is

satisfied that it is necessary in the public interest so to do, it may, by
notification in the Official Gazette, specify the maximum amount which a cable
operator may demand from the subscriber for receiving the programmes
transmitted in the basic service tier provided by such cable operator.”

AT B 99 B {337 T <7 AR &7 regime &1 | UH o 81T free to air channels &1
basic tier 3R AT ST U-7c1 BT | 891 HE (31 % ST free to air & I AfdaaH
amount b g8 SATET JH BT of Fehcl i B8R fh DI ATl HAIRS aTfiorg g/ IR
it ST | T8t dd Y-T9Tdl Bl FaTd ¥, I8 diedRed 07 B dfthd 89 I8 HET iR
ST 9T AT S 7 ot ) oft o oIS STy I8 wEdl  fs -1 qRT o7 GRT Uoht o=t
TS - 40 Y H Yo, 30 ©9Y H e, 25 B9 H e | 899 $al - 81, 8% U-29d
B AT AT 3R I8 IA131T 3 3R I8 TR BT 977 8 Al TR TIes (e B, R
fopa BT, TR =Sl e B1, T8 T -3 FI3l 3R 3D d18 I8 MY UR ¥R Bl
2, 3R 3BT Ol TTIRT BT &, 3R 3MYD! BT SHH & , 1 Aol 3R TIRT Bl &
T 37T =TS AN AT of ST, R of SlfoTy, 4 o HfoTy, 5 o <ifoTg | &1 il gaTse arer
|aTd ¢ basic service tier — TR T IR 1 3R IS a1 & U-2Uel B Gl <1 <7
TR ST 31U AT, T8 31T o <Y | 3Mae! e | 59+ 2nfiret i aife & daars f&
3T 519 H U1 2 feh Masp! <@ H Wi 981 2, SAfelg 31y S &1 ol | gt 3R
g | T U BN Riast iy g Afte Sast 9 TarT 9 e €, gaforg 9 A
o | 39 a)E T dIol Bl 3o f{eThx S-Sl SHB! A8, 98 S of ol | 39 X8
TATST qTell 91 Bl &H Ml A U8l 9 a9 R S g |

HEIGY, WAel TG St 7 i1 a1 I oY, ST $B FaTd S99 e IO
! # 9P AR RGAT ATE | U 91 SR I8 Hel (b bae HIveR R
&1 fazaral €, R a1a @1 a1e 4 *75fia Yeob Sff 7 ) FaT b gREwA & A1 954 I
BIdT 81 aR<d H I8 must carry clause # 8 3R 3@ prime band W fe@mT @nfzy
< 9 prime band TR &1 3@ & | & fofT MY STHTIGT hadt fTINCR B Raprad
PR Fad © | FA1 39F oY authorized officers T fhT gU € iR dadt ffoRex &
RI®rId &3 R d authorized officers ¥ Rl HRIATE! HXI 3R T8 G Bl
prime band TR &} f&@TQ |
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HEIGY, T JaTel Tciel Sl 1 TRT & ads & IR # ISTT | 75M19 Sft @5t a1t 7 +ff Srarg
3 H T, oMU el [ eRIT & ads 311 T, I HH 31T 82 Hadl YaT # TRIG & 'ads
TR T B 3R BHR BT HT 20 F T8 Y HHST I S B 3R 98 BT T Bl E,
suo motu f TF el B 3R dteicd & MYR W Wt T8 Hechl § | 89X It fset fa=i
BH S PHC! B BIB! activate 6T AR 98 HACT dgd AlhY 81 718 51 T I TR
&1, ST THRIGT ST 31T | MY | SATT 41 TS fAggT 81 Y & | 7! ol Sl SidTe &
g & IUT a9 & 1S 59 g9 3] I8 Pl [ TS ARAIC Wl 394 eAd 2, I8 81 (b
TS 1S foldx BT 3 311X 31T 39 W 3T I € 4rel, w38 § 99 W feRd arew, fwan
T2 € 99 W firhe A9 SR Ufla 9 | TRIIE TS A1 Uagere ford 31 e A1 Sl
TS 371 8] Fahdll | 3ATIY B9 AN -1 I HHC! B Yfacde Heh 99 Bl Alfed fEearg 2 |
RIS b STaTe 311 IV &, SATE W SATST TS fAggl 81 778 & iR Sl fAggl T8l H 3
REETh B HIRaTs BT | IToTd STt T8t § 1TIdH! 7o 91d &l 519 < § , 377 I8 H8 I3
o o5 519 U7 311 38T & A1 39! e W A AT |1 Hifs TR & fsd <l 2
RGN AU el § oAb ARBR TAIRETS B B golTord el acll | Z1 Aol § B 2
U TR H 98 R Big 1 & ol Y, = &1 i e =medt 2 o SHa! J3sil § | ol
9 TS 3R 8, A1 g8 dIoT TIRWIs Bl 8, AW AN URU ol & | IIPTIa] 88 Sl
BT SR 8,3E BT BI JGSAT qTob] o-ed IR 81 B & gAY SISl UR AT of 377
SIQ, TEl &9 1! I7ed TR I ATl Bl 98 HIIG AR 98 BT Sl Yfdede 8l T
g, 98 BT BIS Wt foras v e oy <l |

7} XST1a Yob : Y8 AU Sl Hel [ T IR &< 8l BT 8

SR AT @RI : 99 B g8 BRI, S(TQ Te) 6 a8 41 of k2 &
.S, W) 3 U1 HHIT | I8 BIs UAT BAM BT SIRAT 781 &, IGY gART ™ WRIE
Bl 21 3T &9 el SR IR &8 SRTQ | gforg 31y 39 faegret forar 9 o | sat
TP IRTT B TS BT FdTol AT, T G ST MY HET YboT aTell STHT STa1d A+ fear &
5 Yopot 12T afcs ST ATl 89 & | T Aol 3N ST fh I8 <7 TH.T9.30. ©
Ig ART BT IRT STST TH.TH.3NS. & U1 2T A1 TRGR RIT BRI | &, MY HH -
4Y T (9) <Y«

"Every cable operator shall submit a report to the Central
Government in the prescribed form and manner containing the information
regarding :-
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the number of total subscribers;
subscription rates;

number of subscribers receiving programmes transmitted in
basic service tier or particular programme or set of
programmes transmitted on pay channel."

TH. .31, 319 IR <181 I | &6 el b ag R S9! fgd e
P AT BT TS ST8T Il 81T fb Slcdl TR 3 Aedh3ad R 8 | SHD! I8
AT N} Aol Ta-He BT A B TS | SHRY I8 ST 3! Wag & fb I8 $ad
TH.T9.3ST. & U 78 SITGH 3fR 98 3oa! fhel) it avg | SHR ) o, faegat 718 |
T 3% ded I8 U9 STl & & a8 gwa! Afére el gaforg a8 Sit amuast St
qrett i oft O #9 srue! o f g gt # forg i {6 S 0 A=t Yoot 181 gt #
o forg fo=m B fop a7 dga avie & RUI Afeie v, o= urg =181 7| | @) 399
ST FHTLT B ST JHe Sff - Bl-BiC I T Yo &l

ft iter vere : H9 U8 IR o fF U7 99 USaReIsoHe BIRA BRT Bl od
g, R AL, St . TIRE B | I8 Sl 99 TSaRIcs oM Yfarel BT & Al ST U4
TE AT BT BT H <ot 22 SRS Rl H S & AT BRA Bl H? I8 AN 98] I
BT H PR I &7 I BRA B H <o & ) Rovd S B wRfArere o Sl ® a1 e

?

ST [T RIS : 3T 3 aTel YR 4 31 & o, S STl T AT AT
| I8 AN Brg-14 A & |1 T gl 21 §A ATeRTS $HD] BIs-14 HAw & |1
IOTT B3N © B9 59 Hdy H fa<1 A3Ter F I Byl MR SH! FH1e < #3rera &1
B |

T8l I YHas Sil Bl §aTdl 8 , 395 BIC FaTd & offh Aedqul & | T al
39 I8 YOT & [ W1 T TIR 3R U el ARBR 0 BT ? &1, TE FICHRER T BRI
| ST Il AT R2 & 98 IAD! ARSI © (b g8 IHDI U Il b AR IR Il AT BT TR
A F AR W IAY | 3R IFH! €1 § [ yearergoric § 4 o @1 8, 39
FHHR o Bl SR ] 8, A1 g8 W1 g IR I {0 A6l P! | 3R T8 el 2
3 7€ 921 I FeAH R 1LY 1 g8 U A=7el W | 1 € QIR el D41 811, U I
BT BT SHS] 918 BRI T B, §9 T 81 BT | AT Fel b T A7l BT W 84
¢ e HR < | 98 WEI el 81T | AIhe $exAe TaHE B okt 4 T &4 81 I
SYTET 3TeBT RET & | U DTl SIhT €ell 81 84 IE <l D8 Aebel © (b MY bogHU bl gaiell
IR b 319
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o H TS € | 98 912 A1 1 IT 81 of | <Ifh AT I UR &A1Y &l Fepl, STaRA gl
TET AT Fh | AT AT 37U el BT 4T RIT IS I8 HH A FH WRBR DI T T8l
FRAT FIMRBY, TE U ATl Tl TF B ARG W1 T IR HH-1 A7 B1, U-27ed i+ a1
BINTI, SHP] FTS-PREX &1 TF BT MR 5901 R7h #ficdt wran Rz Sft 7 fovan | 4 3a1
FUTE A1 AT 6 IR 31T 81 B I Al BT Seold MU |V 4§ = oz, foraH
3171 8 et € b TR =gt 7 o1ue U1 3 #x (3 81 Syawredet Sfl, I 37 39 &
Tgd 91 a1 21 57 919 1 89 IR-aR $Ed I b U IR 3R H.U.QH 31 77 41 3779
<RIUIT Y- 199 W1 g QAR <l B i1, Hilfh ITD] I8 YT Gl b el
STUREH 79 TR U8 Bl & [ 3Mvep! Ig Afel d1fey b 7el =1y, dl &nT @ =nfey
BT A1 o1 a=T TET <Y 1 37191 & QT 9 31U USaReTEo Bl T 91 7, I g §
T I8 BRIHH G T RIS BRI H T &1 8, SN 1 W@T 8, $IS 30! Wiedhr < &1 &
1 T I YET B, I FaATA el ¥ | HRIHH S Y X681 ¥ 7 A I8 37U YSRGS Pl
PE & b A1 A RIS BRI 3 S I8T 21 IHDT TR BT YT A=Y 3] fAefdl 2 | dfep
Pl STd qF BT Y MR U BT U BT 1 dets ol SN {6 8% H Pl <A,
e de <Ta §ia™T % ATETH | ST I8 & A1 379 31T YEaReIgorHe Xa=g B o, d
a1 7% IRIG 5 U= 5 B1 3R WY ¢ g o 8 S, Rt R sl mmn
98 St 1 a1l T T TR =gt aTall < B8l & b 89 25 U= U4 °er < | a7t al
10T, 37T B, IR (4T 371 T d18 BT, T 3 el BT U1 e Y 81 1, Al
3119 I TSy b STl SHRT AT T b S W1 T TIR BIT AT U1 T, ST Heal!
RT8d fre] e, SUHRhT Bl e, aife T8 I A1 Bacl SuveR SUHRDT 3 a4d
HRAT 51 3R 37151 I8 Bl © b 42 WY Bl S8 W 30 WU <, Al 12 w9 B I8 Al
3171 fatrares qTRa 814 ¥ gl 81 et 718, fades aTiRa 81 SR Gl 91! AR & AR U
Ul BT fha T HH B, T8 <& dTell 914 &1 SAf] H I8 Hel 918 W8l § 6 Sl g8
STTHI SITHR < ST 1 2T, T8 AFHTT 89RT YRT AT 2 | AT $B YB A8 8 & | Mr.

Premachandran, do you want to say something?

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN: Madam, | want to know whether
broadcasters of the other channels will be at full liberty to make it "air-free
channel'. Will there be any restriction? Will the Government intervene in this
matter?

SHRIMATI SUSHMA SWARAJ: No, there is no restriction. #< @I &
HET ¥ | et ART A B 5 399 3 A7e Wl g TIR 811 | 37 I8 ) el % A e
I TR |R H AT AT, 1 H W1 ¢ QIR <@ U AT 811 319 et <3d Ui | 9-3d
ST USRI ¢ W ¢ QIR § |1 ¢ UAR A1 3119 <% &1 IRA, R Jaf qra i, a8 Wi
TR 3R Y-T97ed ST 81 9 [hT | R I8t e I 91a4 T8l o1 98 had Wi ¢
TR < TR gRATTY €9 1 T8 B3l b i g
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TR PHIHT BT 3R U-ATeT BT BT, D] SIS BRTX 1Y 3T TF BT | §7h 918
ST ST 37 3T AR Sif 7 W, 3ISTI A Sil o, T 8 3 PTh] foar gam uel o &
QY SR B! TSl BT STard WY f&ar 81 ifh S78i+ =l WIS g9 Sff & @R
TR TR I PaT & S e1eeliel RIHH 31 W7 8, TRgT ARTd Rele & BRiH o1 8
€, 37 W WY yE<t o D1 91 HET & | SUFHIEE S, 3179 S § 6 aRad § I8 381
o= ST RET 21 3 39 91 B g W1 & b e Nl & oY Sl 91! 89 Al ol
e &, T8 I1S] Braxord HHITH P BRI wd! U] ¥, Afe a0 FifTag Ik w ard f5
T HAROTE BHITA 3, Y Pee Neles] drsl Bl ATeISdT 2| U VAT BRA Sfa
AR BHH X B 3191 91 1 I b MR SHB] a87 & FHE At 9 [fTas dkR )
H SN IR AT 91 | S 91 .91, UST S 7 U=l IR $al, B U ShT &=dIs HR &
UG T MR P! 95 el RYET A GHSH 3R I Bl MfEPele TS F ID! A& A
T U f=ar S 3= Xl o Tavide TaTelioll ®f Hee T &Y, Tawie Hse 7 By
W 1§ snue! aar A 6 s R § gH Pl dse 781 fHar 81 oel a@
CHTATSH BT FATd 8, B SHD! Gl IWT 21 3R 3T &I 4T (1) T :-

New Section 4A (8) says, "The cable operator shall not require any
subscriber to have a receiver set of a particular type to receive signals
of cable television network™.

UCTHeR T3 Bl ASIET 89 8l PR I8 | SN # gal 1 qamaT b garanT afiR
f$RTee SHT Y= | 89 &9 J BH S $HRdb SUHRDT Bf SA1GT I SATGT JT8d o1
TTEd Tl T8I BH AN B X HEM & | SATIY B J HH HSfeT 81 Bl 8 AR SaTarol
DI EH AN A HeT Tl fhar §1 Sigl 9% Wi &7 9ara 8, IR1e afds feax &) s
Hec gafert w1 S, aRAT 98 I8 Wl Y AHd1 & 3 U A O IS o T T2 | 3R 8F
T X ¥ TIY 91T T2 7@ I8 & AT 91 afds feam o &1 & | 31R smue T @et
BT I8 3 STHRTFR Bl GRS DI of | Th ITHRTFIR Sl SA- oW ST, hael
Iféw 98 < ET1 2, edHRex B I 9fE Afdw SR # g < T8 €, 91 98t a8
SYHRHT IR ATET 91 FAT STl ? T&T HF | HH Ta-HE ST B ST’d § SAT &H
AN A AT Ui Fad IRE 9fdw SRR oF &t 7, U 99d BT 89 Hsc T8 B
T T | 4 I DI B9 Hddl T8 B8 I8 o [P 9 U ITc Bl 98 Gl T < R S Ieion §
B9 HISC el PR YT © | G oI & [ S HH Sexde 9, a1 SATaT 18d SUHRhIAI
Bl A BT B I8 fA99F F= Y81 8 | Iog S 3 Sl 1 FaTdd S o, $9 Q1 &l
STaTg #+ fm S e w5l {6 eRTe @1 s SLEl 31 ff < 31 1 98 egpd T8
Y, Tt S8 BT {4 B | G1as) i1 MU Fel {6 T8 e Suwies! &l 1ed faetam
Tl 8, qTdhs SUHIHT BT & A IGEHR &H 39 fAeas
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BT AP ATV &1 A1 BIell T, TRIFT S 7 WY 330! 9 61 3R ST I8! TRE A
FHA ATAT & TI G 3Tl ST B SMHALAT A7 H A1 & aifp a8 it +ff It 1 54
efe 9 ff T € % 3 Bl HIC F S aTeh B T Y T B, 39 g B Terch!
1 =TET &1 T R, o IS WY ST e gTer it ot A & RfY, S wrgeh SIS B]
& SITe | ST 579 BTell T, AR S 99E | W 8] @R (Gl [9ad @1
AT X A B e § P e e @ ¥' 9 99 @ W 7 ok 9 $u
BRI, P& ST 1T b §H ART 81 MY & | g1 a1 & 5 9 15 %
15 IR @1 9Tl T STaTe H+ faT 1 SuawIedsr Heied, S 3 IR H € de1 o fh
TEd BIC WM, AfH g Feayul e o aTel €, Igd G 9T B arel € |
T IS A EHA A I AT 21 39 9 & Ao [, 99 I8 a4 I a9 Sen af
IYHITHT Bl Fa4 1 18 I8 frer fh ST = H 981 A7l 3T, Sl g8 S+ a1l |
aE I BT YT T, S I ST | IE 95 I1 X8 BHAT | hefed SRR I Sl A
el BT gl off 3R FeAHT Sliel gl o, g8 I9 STaR a¥gell A aTof AT 3R
T8 SR Il F forg worgR el 81, ISHa! areardn T erft | 39 iR aredrex
Sl Ped o1 {6 pae sifaveR afex RUIfés #=ar 8, I uRaf¥r o Se Fiifs a8
fram €, ¥ 39 & b € 1 3 91 ) IR ST S Sfsdrex & forg 9ga a9 fewa
1 gs o, IFHT W) FHEE 8 S A A e R A d1Lor. et St 7 e
i faetaran o fos Taie fafaes off, Tariic & ar Na=y e STl T | 519 379 &4
R ST A1 SexcTHe o W IS TR B AT, Xd=g W IS T B AT
99 PR B W R B GRT Y T | 39 YR U &1 (9 & A1egdq A A1 B
AT 3MR g YRS IRIS I SUGRDT Bl 18T — I8 (ST BT DI SHH & DI
21 U a9 QRIS FegTor St <1 SSTaT AT il el & 3Tl T, SH! § gafory [dege oid
H T RETE | SB[ 910 BRI PR BT AT b BIRT STICHE 37 TP HFex — I8
3ITST T 3R JRIfTS v 8 3R SBi H8T U7 & WBR Fargee] 59 W $Y 7 I o
3BT & 39 UR 1 BRIY o 3 Bl MR 78] & Fscell 139 ARBR - $B [BAT 8
3R 7 FaTscell $B AT AEA! & | FHITad GR W I8 g Ao giferd] fSHIS 8 | 3R
QRIS S W H 39 R Fai BT 918 © Al § IqP 7Y TR § | I8 e < & 3fR”
IRYHT AT8d IR AR <1 A1 54T G5 H H 39 R A Tl M & [N IR § | 395
3TN 39 el U= 1 ST w9l oY e a1, IS9P Uil SM9R Jdve Hcl g H Aiaal
A HE1 AT 3 319 39 et Bl Aaqwfer F gk oY | grdTa|

S} e 9eT ¢ R, § Bac Yo 1 AT el Aredl § | STHIDT H 3R R IRIT
A S ). TR VS 31t ¥ S WY B U 99l IR VSaReTSoie BeAl 791 & | R TRDR
39 fawg o= faram 1 2 g, Bael il 38R H Ueb SR A G S8 o SiTs Skl 8 98
A A IS F FW, U A U W, R 0iat 3 F& IR el ff gors oIl 2, 39+ foedt
T BT AT T2 G ST R YRS e WY 81 Hobdd € | RIT 399 fI9g IR ORBR BT e
TIE?
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SR AT RIS SUHIEIE HEIGd, & [q9 S8 W & | B <2 4 39
IRE B FIRYT 8 b W1 U I ©, g8 fIamd el of Fehdl 3fR Sl fagmd ol 8, 9 U
TS e Bl A | 5 YR DI AT & 3R I ST ST Fbell 81 GERI a1 Sl S
FEI 8, I8 RIS BHST b ISl 4 3Tl & i1 TR UTietdT AT FTal1 IRy, S8l ST8i
T8 TRATE, TP W 8§ | oo TaHe BT SHH IS I 18] 3l

27} XToita Yob : AR, H T 1 ST ATBT |

JuHTEIE (37 A aRTSifen) ¢ U e, . .31 gfey SRR, dfe o a8
S G o A HAT HeledT U € {3 3179 &1 |arel Yol a1 < ©: &l Sid1d <711 d ORI &

g |
it Trofta g : 9 A € R e
Juaureas (St AN aETsifean) : §iferg ... aiferg |
# Iofla Yeb : AeIGy, § I8 F' BT AT A1 YA St B R E 8,
IR B! 31T M AT 31 ELAR.W. Bl I 984 [Ia1g 381 © 113 BOR IRIS B
5t 2 3R P wigde HuFal 0¥ Pl § 5 59 dum @ o1 AeaRd. 7 1 al
TMAHE 3R BIs HHIRM 1Y ST&i BaR T1.3MR.UY. BT Ud1 oI Sy Al 4% &1 4§ I8

S S+ ST gRRIRT B, ST THIY HUl & OF BY, 39 A¥g B a1d WH &1 S |
9gd eyl 91d € I8 | ...(FagM).....

Suaumege (oft @A R U e, aAdd Sl g A @ § |

it Fielicact 9 : ugcl a1 H HAT ST | HAIBT AFET A1 B gt bl S
B | 18R ST TeT AR § STamd Y1 e8] G UTT | oAb #4_7 bt 1 ol I8 8 b
TSI BT T BINT? TP ST A Y d1ad &, Sl el 941 © ... (FIHT). ..

P A S : STa79 3T TRATE |

Sugureme ¢ff Gaw Irrsifedn @ S9eT oA fear § FA S oA |
...(FEE). ..

it erad a9 : $ B? SR SHTAIS H I8 e $Y HaRH S ?
...(FEET). ..
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IuTeIe (St WA RTSIeA) : SH OvE & A B ... (RAYM).... TP e ... TFI
TRE & UT B, SAMIY HIs Hieo a1 81 SFI e o Fahd & | 30T Sfl, 319 39 a1
a9 § ST 1. (FauT)....

N iR Jasii (afEf arie) : 6x, e 9 e St U el ?
IuqTeae (St A arTSifen) : gaT ) et Se |
Y i Ja@eil : R asa & ?

SugHTeaer (N Gy anETSifea) : 991 urew & o) wige off 72 e 8, e
TR B IA PIE S ?

Y WRAg Tt Rige (SR U<w) ¢ gudl ofl, 399 Ugd % oame <, # off
$O Yo A8l § | fhed & foy 3R a1 a1 2 iR Ceflfaei & forg dwad: s uarR
BT HIS YA GIS BT Sl MSSATS P MR W HecH UR G2 STl | HRT Bl I8
2 399 o 7 999a1 o1g a o gfericer 7 81 | H 9udE, SR A @ gHI g |
T8 SII AAS YR SERT STAIdR STRUTRIC HRS [hR AT] PR odl ©, B! GfoRk &b U™y
Blg T € Ifep gfery & Uiy Pid 78l & | 1 I8 fFrde o1 f R fafsrers sk
... (...,

. I g WM : 3MThT SHTT 917 77 201 Fif ST ST A o |

SyaHTeger (<t Haw arreifeEn) ¢ us ke ... .ud RFe... g aifory |

# RO T e @ ART B b W/R BRAT o1, SRS BT B
gfer 1 o |

IuuTeHe (N AN IRTSIfET) ¢ TRT BH R IR BRAT AT, SR B7
DT GfeTd T T |

IuuTeae (3T Ay anTsifed) : 3y 9ifery |

2} WIReg, e Ried @ Rem f&AfSTel &1 319 U VT &19e icdd g1
T IER H, SN IR | Telifaor fafSrelRs 19917 1 31T Identity Card FaR T <, & &,
STP! SYCT B, d degd TR HHeH Holl | 1 I9Y 984 ATTH WY A 3MTPH] degd TR
HHeH et T 3R R §1S Al Sl B A< VT &, S9D! ghiaefac & Sg |

SuuTede (ST Ay anTeife) « w53t AeieaT, Y WeY H SaTg § iyl
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SFRI GOAT RIS : SUHHIEHET HeI&d, ST81 A IIoid Sl PTGl & , I8
faeT 3o a1y # 1.3 UL BT 9gd Hhd S1ad © | 59 9 A1 e AT 99 I I§
U BT TR AT AT, ST H PET, I B <Ie] 8% B H I AT | 3R <=1 I8 gal
o7 3 I IHPT g I I € AT ST ? 319 A1 ISP TR | ga1 el S Sl 98 S| I8
3T 31T # ELAR.W. T | 579 Hae iTRex T % ! S A1 a7t a1y af 9
ST GieRT & 2 BIF A el [ BRI H ST X8 &, 399 g9 SLAR UL Fa1 810 2 g8 a1
HI IS SR BRTT | 3@eg SR, & foY o fhdl U+ & Sivevd 781 o
A1.7. 9. 3fR I8 T /Y Fia™T 379+ 379 H SR Y. Bl T XM |

N} ITSTia Y 2 A7Tel B SLAR. Y. 3R UM F LR & IR J H Hor 21

Sl AT TR : ST81 TP AT BT HaAA ©, ATl DI &I U F MR
TR 21 8t ® 1 3R fopeft 1 fopd) 97T & M1UTH 318 8] o & 1 S ol &l a8 o)
ITT? A-Tel Y T 318 offTd & ot df .3, 4. el ']

STgt da ellcael St &1 Fardl 8, a9 § Ugdl < gal g, a1 9ed Bl 6
IR QT | figet STt @1 A1 Harel A7 € LT, ST Al oI § R YR, dl b
JeITd R &H AN faeR T |

STl WRIS g ¢ ), A_T 1 U BICT A1 HaTe o |

Suaureae (3Nt Gay anreifedn) : Ue fide.....3mg 93T, 31 =i e

The question is:

"That the Bill, further to amend the Cable Television Networks
(Regulation) Act, 1995, as passed by Lok Sabha, be taken into
consideration."

The motion was adopted.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA) : We shall
now take up clause-by-clause consideration of the Bill.
Clauses 2 to 6 were added to the Bill. Clause 1, the
Enacting Formula and the Title were added to the Bill.
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The question was proposed.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Dr. M.N.
Dasji. You have one minute.

DR. M.N. DAS (Orissa): Thank you. Through you, hon. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, may | make a humble appeal to the hon. Minister, Madam
Swarajji, to agree -- of course, in consultation with the Business Advisory
Committee - to fix a time for a Short Duration Discussion on the qualitative
aspect and on the content analysis of the shows, serials and advertisements
which are being shown by some of the TV channels like Star, Zee, etc., and to
discuss, how far such shows and serials adversely affect the minds of the
present generation as well as the future generation? We may discuss it
threadbare.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): The question

"That the Bill be passed.”
The motion was adopted.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Now, we take
up for consideration The Biological Diversity Bill, 2002.

THE BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY BILL, 2002

THE MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI T.R.
BAALU): | beg to move:

"That the Bill to provide for conservation of Biological Diversity,
sustainable use of its components and fair and equitable sharing of
the benefits arising out of the use of biological resources, knowledge
and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto, as passed
by Lok Sabha, be taken into consideration.”

Sir, | have the proud privilege of introducing the motion for
consideration of a Bill which aims at regulating the access to and conservation
of our rich and diverse eco-systems. This Bill has been unanimously passed
by the Lok Sabha.

Biodiversity, the variety of life on earth, is the backbone for any
country's ecological security and livelihood security of its people. It constitutes
the resources upon which human beings, communities, nations and future
generations depend.
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