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Standing Committee on Labour and Welfare (2001)
(Thirteenth Lok Sabha) on the
recommendations/observations contained in  Eleventh
Report (Thirteenth Lok Sabha) on the Demands for Grants
2001-2002 of the Ministry of Labour.,

(if) Statement showing further action taken by the Government

on the recommendations contained in Seventeenth Action
Taken Report of the Department-Related Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Labour and Welfare (2001)
(Thirteenth Lok Sabha) on the recommendations contained
in Twelfth Report (Thirteenth Lok Sabha) on the Demands
for Grants {2001-2002) - Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment.

(iii) Statement showing further action taken by the Government

on the recommendations contained in Eighteenth Action
Taken Report of the Department-Related Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Labour and Welfare (2001)
(Thirteenth Lok Sabha) on the recommendations contained
in Thirteenth Report (Thirteenth Lok Sabha) on the
Demands for Grants, 2001-2002 of the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs.

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

Clossing down of Fertilizer Plants of Hindustan Fertilizer Corporation
and Fertilizer Corporation of India

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE (West Bengal): | beg to call the
attention of the Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers to the closing down of
fertilizer plants of Hindustan Fertilizer Corporation and the Fertilizer
Corporation of India, particularly, in the Eastern Region of the country.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, before the hon. Minister makes his
statement, as we have decided that we will have more Calling Attentions in the
coming days, | would like this debate to be completed within one hour. |
request Dipankarji to make his points in 10 to 15 minutes. Then, those who
want to speak should just put their questions, so that we can complete this
within one hour.
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THE MINISTER OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI
SUKHDEV SINGH DHINDSA): Madam, the Government has given serious
consideration to the revival of Hindustan Fertilizer Corporation Limited (HFC)
and Fertilizer Corporation of India Ltd. (FCI). The complexities relating to the
revival of these Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) arose on account of
outdated technologies with serious mismatch in equipment, inherent design
and equipment deficiencies, intrinsic disadvantages in process technology,
surplus manpov”rer and huge accumulated losses thereby requiring large
Investments without any commensurate results in terms of sustained and
viable operations of the plants.

In May, 2001, a Group of Ministers was constituted to examine the
comprehensive rehabilitation proposals in respect of the remaining units of
HFC and FCI. The recommendations of the GoM were considered by the
Cabinet on ie.7.2002 and 5.9.2002, and it has been decided to close down the
entire HFC and FCI, excepting its Jodhpur Mining Organisation. While taking
this decision, the technology as well as feedstock-related issues, in the context
of cost of production, the likely impact on the Budget and the availability of
urea in the country were taken into account, Today, only the gas based units
are financially and functionally efficient and internationally competitive.

At the time of closure, none of the units of FCI and HFC was in
operation. The Haldia Fertilizer Project of HFC, though mechanically
completed in 1979, could never be commissioned. The operations of Durgapur
unit have remained suspended since 1997. The operations of Barauni unit of
HFC, and Ramagundam and Talcher units of FCI have been suspended since
1999. The Gorakhpur unit of FCI was shut down in 1990. The Sindri unit is
lying closed since March, 2002. Of the various units of HFC and FCI, only the
Sindri unit of FCI was in production during 1999-2000 to 2001-02 and even
this unit produced only 0.76 lakh MT during 2001-02 which is equivalent to
0.38 % of the urea consumption in the country. Thus the production or non-
product ion of urea by the units of FCl and HFC had no significant impact on
the availability of fertilizers in the country.

FClI and HFC have been making losses since inception. Their
accumulated losses as on 31.3.2002 stood at Rs.7,921 crores and Rs.6.725
crores respectively. The Government has so far extended Plan/non-Plan
support including equity to these companies amounting to Rs.3,042.28 crores
and Rs.2,273.75 crores respectively up to 31.3.2002. For 2002-03, a Budgetary
provision of Rs.i2i crores from FCI and Rs.87 crores for HFC has been made.
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In implementation of the decision of the Govemment -- taken on
5.9.2002 - to close down the entire HFC and FCI, excepting its Jodhpur Mining
Organisation, these companies have circuiated the Voluntary Separation
Scheme (VSS) amongst their employees giving them three months' notice to
avail the scheme failing vi“ich they will be entitled for retrenchment benefits.
The scheme of VSS is as per the standing norms of the Department of Public
Enterprises. The total number of employees as on 30.9.02 are 4.884 in
respect of HFC and 5,712 in the case of FCIl. The expenditure involved for
VSS is estimated at Rs.301.25 crores for HFC and Rs.390 crores for FCI. In
the normal course, upon closure of the units, the schools, dispensaries etc.
should be closed and employees be asked to vacate the company quarters
forthwith. However, taking into consideration the suggestions of the hon.
Members of Parliament and related employees associations. FCI and HFC
have decided to extend the following concessions to their employees after
their release under VSS:

Permission to retain company quarters till the end of the current
academic session (April 2003);

Continuation of the schools and dispensaries (at reduced scales) till
the end of the current academic session.

It is also for information that the country is almost self-sufficient in
urea. Total availability in 2001-02 was 216 lakh MT (inclusive of 2 lakh MT of
imported urea) and the consumption has been 199 lakh MT.

In addition, from the year 2005-06 onwards, 16.52 lakh MT of urea
from Oman-India Fertilizer Company (OMIFCO) is expected to become
available which the Government is committed to buy back on a predetermined
long term fixed price. Further, the expansion projects of KRIBHCO at Hazira
and RCF at Thai are also under consideration.

So far as availability of urea in different parts of the country, including
the eastern region, is concerned, supply is ensured to all the States at uniform
Statutory Sale Price and no State is allowed to suffer from shortage of
fertilizers. Based on the above, the decision to close HFC and FCI will have no
impact on the availability of urea in these States. Government will ensure that
in future also, fertilizers remain available in the various parts of the country
adequately at uniform price.

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: Madam. | am a little afraid today to
raise this issue. During this Session, there was a Calling-Attention Motion
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in the Lok Sabha on 25" and there was a lot of furore in that House. There
was, more or less, a unanimity, cutting across party lines, that there should be
a re\flew of this decision of closure of t-jindustan Fertilizer Corporation Ltd.
and Fertilizer Corporation of India Ltd. which include, apart from fertilizer units,
a fertilizer promotion and agricultural research unit also, which produces bio
fertilizer, Mr. Minister. On 26'*, we had a special mention here, and the hon.
Chairman was kind enough to direct, that the requests of the Members led by
Shri Lalu Prasad be considered by the Government. What | understand, the
impact of all this, was a review meeting on 26 of November by the Ministry,
headed by a Joint Secretary, and the decisions were, Madam Deputy
Chairperson, | invite your attention, (Interputtions)

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | am arranging the names.
SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE : After the direction from the Chair on 26" that
the decision to close down these units should have reviewed, the impact, the
result, | understand, if | am wrong, the Minister may contradict me. was a
meeting by the Ministry headed by a Joint Secretary, where all sorts of
decisions were taken. Some of them, | can cite. This is the result' aﬁww

2, U1 81 3191 3R H 41d B, el Dls gast AT A 7 81 ok 39+ I f$fae
B 97T T T 91elT & ST “Uier § STeT &1 | | What are the decisions? "To keep a

check on unauthorised occupation and to reinforce general administration, the
Ministry will write to consult the State authorities for deputing one magistrate
and one Police officer, on deputation basis, at the units of Hindustan Fertilizer
till the Liquidator takes oversa & drg 3mell ar A& &=91? asking the Minister,

through you; are those people, who are working there, criminals? These units
were set up when, perhaps, some of us were not even born. The FCI was born
in 1949-50. And, for getting the quarters of these people vacated, you are
sending the Police and the District Magistrate! Then, it is said here, "All-out
efforts are made to see to it that electricity and water are disconnected by
31.12.2002" - | wish the same efforts were made to revive these units by 20"*
December, a Voluntary Superannuation Scheme - so magnanimous is the
Government -is there for these 12,000 employees, and by 3i* Decemt’er -
unless you take the VSS - closure is not there - electricity and water are
disconnected, with the completion of disposal of hazardous chemicals. This
should t)e immediately taken up with the electricity suppliers. Now, these are
the Issues. Hospitals are to be closed! He has now tjeen very kind enough to
say that hospitals will be there. One of the decisions was that the hospitals
should be closed by 31.12.02, in the township of 12,000 employees, Now.
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this is what | am afraid of. What exactly Is the Executive aiming at? After such
a thing in the Lok Sabha, and after such a thing in the Rajya Sabha, how can
some people take sych decisions? Madam, the hon. Minister of State is sitting
here. | have got a copy of his letter to the hon. Prime Minister; he is asking the
Prime Minister to resnew the decision of closure of the Durgapur unit, because
gas will be available shortly instead of Naphtha. In spite of that, it is being
closed. Who is running this Ministry? Who is running this Government? And
the other thing in which, Madam, you will be interested is bio-fertilizer. We
were talking about all these fertilizer units. &9 T8l R, I B 3T, T2 |G g
g4 ferar | Now the Government's policy is to have bio-fertiliser. If you
supplement bio-fertilizers with fertilizers, the production can by increased by
20% &Y N1 9177 e TaTsok a18d ® | And, what is the decision of 274 November?
It Is, "The Soil Testing Laboratories, the bio-fertiliser units, the Krishi Vigyan
Kendras" -which are housed in rented accommodation - "should be
dismantled. Efforts should be made to sell this through MSTQO". There is a
policy of the Ministry of Agriculture that after taking the approval of the
competent authority, the Government will be giving grant-in-aid to have bio-
fertiliser units. Eight bio-fertilizer units are in HFC-two in West Bengal, one in
Bihar, two in Madhya Pradesh, one in Orissa and one in Assam. Why should
these bio-fertilizer units be closed down? Has anyone thought over it? 3feR

TR, TYe NS, ©h ¥R YTSfl, b IR WIS — I Jf 9d <81 §; bio-fertiliser units
will be closed down...(@@amM)... s ga@R § I HelaTgoR e dE 82 & ||

want to ask you, Mr. Minister. Have you declared a war against these units,
these companies, these employees and these States? Is it a state of virtual
war?

SHRI SUKH DEV SINGH DHINDSA: No. not at all.

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: If it is not a war,' then why are
such things being taken up? | understand that some of the people in your

Ministry say, fiffRe< 1 STeldT 2 3R 31 &1 dierdn 7, fefie 81 T dt &1 a1
| o5z & o5 919 & foTg s T B IE ® 7 If that is the thing, if bio-fertilizer

units are also going to be closed, can you justify it? Is there any thinking
on this?

SHRI SUKH DEV SINGH DHINDSA: | will reply to you.

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: You may reply to it. But is there
anyone who will listen to that? You talked to me some time back, when the
Sindri unit was not running, the Joint Secretary would talk to me about
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this; | said that | was prepared to go there and see how this unit could be run;
it could be run on 95% capacity utilisation. The Joint Secretary didn't even
bother to contact me afterwards. So, who is listening to whom?

Madam, now, | come to the statement which is full of contradictions, and, | am
sure, it is misleading the House. | come to the general issue of production and
availability. The Minister says that the country is self-sufficient today because
production is 216 lakh tonnes; the consumption is 199 lakh tonnes. And, what
is the Prime Minister's thinking on the Plan growth? Is it 10%, 8% or 4%? What
is the growth anticipated for the next five years? 8%? ad 98-99 # 10 WR¥icT

growth @ifSTT | The annual consumption at that time was 204 lakh tonnes,
which is more than 199 lakh tonnes. It was 204 lakh ®71? ST IR F there was

a ten per cent grovifth in the consumption of urea. The next two years were a
lean period, a lean period of economy which cannot be envisaged. As a matter
of fact, in the next year, the consumption came down. If the rate of growth is 10
per cent, by 2006-7, your consumption will be to the tune of 31 million tonnes.
Madam, the consumption wil! be 3i million tonnes. He is talking only about

today, not of the next five years, 8 TR¥c 1T T SMISTT, 5 TRIT U T <fIfvTT |

The consumption will go up to 31 million tonnes, if the rate of growth is 10 per
cent, What will be the availability then? Right now, your capacity is 21 million
tonnes. When these plants are closed, there would be a reduction in capacity
by 2.5 million tonnes. Then, you are left with 19 million tonnes. Now,
somewhere in the statement, you have said that naphtha is not viable. If all
naphtha plants - forget about the Hindustan Fertilizer and the Fertilizer
Corporation - are inefficient and unviable, then the capacity would come down
by 9.5 million tonnes. In all. Then, what would be the capacity left with you? It
would be 12 million tonnes. What is your requirement? It is 3i million tonnes.
How will you make up that deficit? 39 awh d& 7 319 241, T H g, 7

T2, T & I |

<

ST : 7 9IR e |

7} i @it : TAR &1 | Madam, you look at these things. | had

raised this seven years back - as a Member of the Consultative Committee -
when we imported 28 lakh tonnes. Today, the growth rate has come down.

The economy is not in that position. There is lean economy season. On this
basis, someone assumes ¥ 11 &, A &, 3t SHIE T8 PR IW B | After five

years, if you have to importi9 million tonnes or 15 million tonnes or 10 million
tonnes - as per your paper, | remember, in the Consultative Committee, you
said that we would have to import 10 million
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tonnes - then do you have the capacity to import? Have you seen the port
capacity, the congestion at the ports? Is it possible to import? Who is
going to benefit from it? Sardar Saheb, | appeal to you, please think over
what is being talked alDout. We will not have any grovkrth. 10 ffera= 2=

IR HIE BN A fohaent et 81 2 &9 fAferas e 37 e & forg et <
9T 32 & & 371 WS 397 o, | know you will come with the reply, some

chit will come that the imported price is less. You know how much surplus
is available in the world market today. It is 16 million tonnes. Forget about
my figures. Even if you have to import 8 million tonnes, which is 50 per
cent of the world surplus, then will you be able to keep the domestic price
at the same level as it is today? Immediately, the internationi price will
increase. Everybody knows it. The moment you decide that these plants
are going to be closed - you have said In the statement that all naphtha
based plants will be closed - then the world market will know. It happens.
Is there any long term planning in this regard? What is the option? | know,
someone is involved. When | speak today - | am speaking from my
experience; | have worked in this field - it will be my last speech on

fertilizer, &% <IN G31 HiCaTgsk @oil dad © | | have spent 15 years in that.

| know how the Fertilizer Corporation was formed, Today, you are saying
that right from the beginning, the Hindustan Fertilize and the Fertilizer
Corporation have been running on loss. The Fertilizer Corporation was a
total entity, including Nangal, Bhatinda, and all. When it was split in 1977 -
some of us and some of those who are now on the treasury benches -
they were ruling at that time also - we told, the fertilizer employees told,
that this was very wrong decisions. Good, profitable, profit-making,
technologically — advanced CdTaliSl, SHdG! ARE HR AT 3R <

fear  After that, there was no development. | wish the amount of efforts,

the amount of priority, the expeditiousness and the alacrity which you have
shown in making these programmes as to how to hound-out 12,000
employees, had been shown for the revival. If | talk about revival, | can talk
about each unit, including Ramagundam. Mr. Ramachandraiah is sitting
here. | have talked to him many times. | don't want a power plant out of the
Fertilizer Corporation of Ramagundam. But, anyway, that Is not the point. |
don't have much time. My point is, this is a short-term prescription. It is no
prescription at all. By doing this, we are likely to fall into a debt trap; we are
going to fall into an import trap, of fertilizers. Then, what are we
suggesting? There is a consensus on this. When Barnala Saheb was
there, | had discussed it with him; | have discussed with you also, 9T T8

AT BT AT &, MY AT STl
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3% WICH 8 72l qd ¢ | resigned from the Consultative Committee also.

Please review it. For elght years, | had been a Member of that Committee.
Please review it. R&] ®== H T ST & | What should you have? e &1

eI, I MY | Is it because in the whole of eastern region, you don't
have any gas? Yes, the eastern region didn't have that much of clout, ®gi
MY el TRE |9 ? FkiR 91 8, 9] 919 &, 99 §, 89 ol ©, 89 ANl 4 By
FATST &1 X&T | 119 T UTsalIs, d1W 8IS Pl Ugucig 12 SiI9 H Ug 1, 787
Tce H U, offh $¥C S & [l ¥ § eI ugdl | Heg UQe UgT offdh
% SIF @ [l Te H T8 ugdn | e, [9BR, SN, SIREs, el ugdT |
s3fery I8t 1 121 30, SN 98f BicarsoR el fel T | &4 I 7 I8 % fo,

Experts say, not me, that it is always cost effective to have a brown field
plant. When Mr. Prabhu was the Minister, he had agreed and | have got it
in writing-it is better to have a brown field plant than a green field plant. =31
e | TS, 374 9 Al MG | ARER A1Ed $E Re € b 7T wiie 9 9,
19 I MU, T9 Bicarssik g91G, b 89 ofs offl, i 89 ShRTdaR o |
3T AT B Bfeaan WiIcargsik # 20 Avmare w19 exarg12 2 Do you know
what infrastructure this Durgapur Plant has? RI<<} &1 9TaR wiie fhar g1
g, 3] AIH © ? Are you going to bombard and finish it by putting up a
liquidator? | have some information that these units would be sold as
scrap, for Rs.200 crores and some share would go to some people. Is it
correct? Are you going to witness this type of scandals here too? Do you
want to preside over another scam right now? Can you think of it? Does
fertiliser megn only urea and ammonia? What about the infrastructure
attached to its production?

3T 7 98T B, SAfIT MU+ §§ $) &, Bef A7 MY, Bl 3R MY AT Wi
AN AT R MUBT s M1 g, R a1 <=M §9H1 s, fhr =2
BIRCel 9T U, bR =137 UTaR Wi 9941 <1 | What is the infrastructure
cost? Thirty per cent. It is the major cost. It is in the national interest to

have brown field plants. But there is a lobby. That lobby wants import of
fertiliser. They want green field plants tomorrow, 1 @i —

arferit g1, 1 10 TR S |W%§amwwowﬁaq—\faaw% | R
HIe BT, SHHT 10 IRAC SITUT | Are you going to allow this? IRER HT&d,
3y o U far €, How do you say that lts availability will be ensured?

Today, the availability is ensured because-whatever you or we blame, we
had envisaged a welfare State. In that welfare State, it was ensured that
there would be Essential Commodities Act. As per the essential
commodities' allocation, every State is allocated a quota in fertilizers.
There is freight subsidy in it, so that every farmer, in every corner of this
country gets urea at the same price. Now, a 'free market economy’
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has started. The essential commodities' ailocation is going to be abolished. Are
you going to assure us here that the essential commodities' allocation would
remain and the freight subsidy also would remain? Is there any phased plan for
de-adminlstering the essential commodities' allocation? Is it a fact that by 2004-
05, there would not be any freight subsidy? Then how do you say that the
farmer would be protected? el &1 BIfSY 3MY | &7, R, ST, ARES &
BT Pl 8% § NAT MY , e Aleqs! I8! I8N, SURRIT HHINSS! YdIherd el
I, SHB! same price TR AT, T T8 TIIRY MY T Wahd & ? 3FR < T 319
TAd TeIRE <9 | H 39 12,000 SWATAS & IR H 919 8 w) @ E | This is a
tremendous regional imbalance. I8 3N Y fihde HX B 8, MY [ S S
BT IR 91 28 &, 3fery s &R ot 319 1 2, AR U Bfcaigor el & |

Today, you are giving a false impression, an illusion. How do you say
that by 2006, the cost of urea would be the same in every part of the country”
Td Free Economy. Free Market policy @&t STeeft ? 92 i 31 fearss -1et

Madam, after having said this, | would put two questions from legal
point of view and then | would come to the Prime Minister's assurance to us.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | know you are making a very good
speech, but | have time constraint.

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: There is a question here, Madam.
Both these companies are referred to the BIFR, as per the SICA. Year after
year, you have been telling us that the BIFR decision would be final and that
you didn't have to do anything. So, you didn't give any revival scheme. Now,
when the BIFR gives you a winding order, you have taken a closure decision.
Against the BIFR, it has gone to the Appellate Tribunal. a8 @1 @it —

RS 7, g8t ol w41, 21 93 & | That Appellate Authority has taken a decision,

after what you have decided, that there is now a scope to review the decision of
reviving the Durgapur, Barauni and the Research Division of the Hindustan
Fertlllzers Corporation. In answer to my question, here in this House, on the 29

" the Minister replied, "In view of the overriding effect of the provisions of the
SICA over the provisions contained in the Industrial Disputes Act, the Hindustan
Fertilizers Corporation don't require the permission under the-Industrial Disputes
Act of 1947." Under which clause you are closing down Durgapur, Barauni and
the research division of HFCL? Is it under the Industrial Dlsputes Act, or. Is it
under the SICA Act? | had sent a letter to the Minister on the 4™, but till now, |
have
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not got a reply, 12 IR @1 981 93 gV &, Rag &i 981 <o | Why didn't you give
the reply? The Appellate Order is very clear here. Have you seen the
Appellate Order? They have specifically said, 'it requires a review'. In
Parliament, we said It should be reviewed." ....(Intenvptions)..

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL (Uttar Pradesh): You should put your questions
through the Chair, to the Minister ...(Intenvptions)...

37t iR J@SHl : DT I B Pls ST’ T8 © |

T AHIIG G 3P | 81 3T | 93 SV | ... (™ )....

it Freieadt SRY (IFREH ) : AU FH H T MY .. (HGEH)....
95 Y | .. .(aEH)....

0 IF < SR (B8R : 3T FH H TSI MBI E | ...(FALH)...

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: Let us not go into that
..Interruptbns)... We are discussing a very important matter concerning
millions of farmers, and thousands of workers. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI B.P. SINGHAL: But it is also a question of etiquette and
decorum of the House. ...(Intenvptions)... ) ]

it 90 90 MU : IT T BT 3 © b 39 *H &I SIQ | A H 5h K
TR Y 98 $B B8 D1 g | ...(&TIM)....

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: * & 9 % BIsl | Madam. | withdraw
that word, * on his behalf. Please, let me continue now. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI B.P. APTE: Madam, he should withdraw the word, *

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: Madam, | withdraw that word on his
behalf. ...f/ntemjpfens;...Please,let me go on to the issue that we were
discussing. ...(Interruptions)...

THE DEPUTY CHAIRWAN: I8 318 R&TS 4R &1 SITUA | The word, ' will not

go on record. ...(Interruptbns)... That word will not go on record.
...(Interruptbns)... Now, Mr. Mukherjee, please finish your speech.
...Interruptbns)...

SHRI DIPANKAR MUKHERJEE: The Appellate Order says this, and |
quote. " However, the impugned order, that is, the BIFR Order, in respect

* Not recorded.
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of Durgapur, Barauni and the research divisions of HFCL related thereto is set
aside and the case remitted to the BIFR for re-decision in accordance with law,
keeping in view the observations made." This means, a quasi-judicial appellate
has, specifically, ordered you to review ...(Interruptbns)...In the next sentence it
is said, "However, this Order will not be a bar in implementing the decisions of
the Government of India in dispensing with the services of surplus workmen...".
It means, surplus people can be removed, and not all. It says, 'surplus people
can be removed." If you remove all the people, then, what will you revive? IR,

39 AT I PR I & | GIYR, R | A AN Bl Febret foram d1ogHogso 4 | 1 g8
Iae a1 Reg erm 41 sieHl & | g8f dierd @ WRwd | It says, remove the

surplus.' This is absolutely correct. This is what the Prime Minister said. It is
absolutely correct. In the Appellate Order it is said. "The liabilities of HFCL have
been considerably reduced after demerger of the Namrup unit. Haldia unit is to
be wound up/close. The Government have agreed to meet the expenditure on
VRS. not VSS, to its employees/workers that will also reduce the liability to
some extent. These changes in circumstances will also warrant a re-
examination of the possibility of revival/rehabilitation of the remaining units,
that is, Durgapur, Barauni and research divisions." This is the Appellate Order.
Who is this man misguiding you like this? Who are guiding you to do this? | am
here to help you. And the people of that area want this only. This is what the
Chief Ministers of those States want. And, you want to overrule that! Why don't
you review this? We met the Prime Minister day-before-yesterday. | must
admit. Madam, he could understand our problem. After all, 16 Members of
Parliament were there. Mr. Pranab Mukherjee was there. | wish he were here

today HIRIE it MY T2 &, WeRY ST & | St g9 fhATI @ Wiee™ & R # 91T | He
said in one sentence. ‘Td T ¥ Yo JRAT YfHie B =1f2Y | Immediately, we
said, 'that would be enough for the Eastern Zone. & W1l <@ <fifSry, #9 <9
Y | S, fBR, SRS, e, # U ff gRar haed 781 7, 9 WaR! iR 73R
— TRGRI | SIRT 3BT JleAT | Uh T | b Jf-e 841 a1e¢ | Now. we can discuss
and review this issue. 3T ¥ Ud, SRS H 4=, GUTGR g81, a1 I8 |

| don't mind if there is manpower reduction or financial restructuring etc. Still,
you can review it. But why is this being done in a hurry? What is going on? You
are sending district officers to that place. Then, 1 can also give it to you in
writing here. If this is going to be your approach, then. 1 can also give a
challenge. Let me see who goes to the township. Let the Ministry people go
there. Let us see how far you can go. | will go and gherao you in the Ministry.

There is a limit to everything. We cannot be by stander. The whole House
will be
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there. % 91 MY HFH HIC <d & fHY you give a relief. Are they bonded
workers? Can you treat workers, officers and the Company like this? Is this the
approach? Why were those bureaucrats, who have not been able to revive, not
punished? What is their accountability? Now a Joint Secretary, who Is a
bureaucrat, and the same person. He has become the Chairman of the
Company. So far, you cannot find a professional Chairman! This is your
approach. This is your commitment. And, you are trying to treat them as
criminals! By doing this, you will be producing some more terrorists. If you do
this, at one stretch, 12,000 employees and lakhs of farmers will be affected.
There will be seeds of terrorism in our State which you have seen in your
State. So, please think over. |, again, say that, as per the direction or advice of
the hon. Prime Minister, this should be reviewed and it should be ensured that
there is, at least, one fertilizer unit In each of the States.

With these words, | conclude my speech. Thank you.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: After his elaborate speech, with details,
everybody should put a question to himself as to what should be done.

SHRI RAMACHANDRA KHUNTIA (Orissa): Hon. Madam Deputy
Chairman, | support the views expressed by Shri Dipankar Mukherjee.
...(Interruptions)...Before putting a question, | have to give some background.
My question is: Is it a fact, as has been mentioned by Shri Dipankar
Mukherjee, that, till today, the total investment of this country, in the industries,
situated in the Eastern Zone, is less than 7 per cent? Is It a fact, even though
the total investment, till today, is less than 7 per cent in the Eastern Zone, the
Government have decided to close down all the fertilizer units in the Eastern
Zone, which is a clear-cut discrimination against the States of the Eastern
Zone? Is it a fact? Is It a fact that this decision to close down all the public -
sector units, particularly In the Eastern Zone, has been taken by the
Government, in order to give concession to the Industrial monopoly houses,
which are manufacturing fertilizer? Is it a fact that this Government Is saying,
on the one hand, that the workers have taken all money and on the other, by
reducing the subsidy, by closing down the public sector units and by not
making fertilizer available to the agriculturists and farmers, creating more
problems? Is the Government aware of the fact that the first signatories of the
WTO - Europe, Japan and USA - are giving maximum subsidy on fertilizer and
agriculture to their farmers? They are the first signatories of the WTO. But,
here, in India, those who are explaining what the WTO Agreement Is, are
reducing the
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fertilizer subsidy on tlie one hand and closing the fertilizer units all over the
country on the other -- especially, in the Eastern Zone - and also creating a
problem for the farmers by not giving facilities to the peasants to sell their
produce at a reasonable rate which they expect. Is it a fact that this
Government has taken a decision, as has been reflected in the statement?
The hon. Minister has said in his statement on two things. The first one Is that
concession would be given to the workers to remain till 2003. The second one
is these units would continue. But, no decision has been taken on those units
which are closed. The Group of Ministers should have taken a decision what it
intends to do. The hon. Minister has stated in the statement thaf since three
years Talcher and HFC are producing nothing. But the Government, while
making a statement in the House, is not able to take any decision as to what it
wants to do.

Coming to the question of infrastructure of Talcher FCI, Orissa, |
would like to submit that it has about 500 hectares of land, it has residential
quarters, it has got schools and it has got everything. And. now, it has been
stated, that this infrastructure would be sold at a lesser price as has happened
in the case of Burnpur, BALCO and now they are going to do the same in the
case of NALCO. The hon. Minister, while making his statement, has stated that
they are closing- down the units because of the continuous losses. So what
about the profit-making units in the public sector? He said that since thousands
of factories were incurring losses, the Government had to close down those
factories. But, what about a factory like NALCO which is giving around 4,000
crores of dividend? Not only are they modernising the factory by themselves,
but they are earning profits also. Then, why are you privatising this factory?

Madam, as far as FCI, Talcher, is concerned, | would like to mention
that about 75 MPs of both the Houses had made a joint petition to the hon.
Prime Minister. We received a letter from the hon. Minister saying that this will
be taken over by the NTPC to be used as an alternative source of energy, but
till now, nothing has been done. Without taking much time of the House,
Madam, once again, | request, through you, the hon. Minister to review the
decision, which has been taken by the Government, of closing down all the
factories. | request that some favourable decision strould be taken. At least,
some of these factories should be opened up. Just as it has been done in the
case of National Textiles Corporation. As you know. Madam, in the case of
NTC, rationalisation was done not only by closing down some of the factories,
but also by reviving some factories. That
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decision is being implemented. | think, a similar decision can also be taken in
this case for reviving some of these factories, so that, at least, some of the
factories in the Eastern Zone could be saved. The infrastructure and other
things which are available could be utilised by the State for alternative
industries.

As regards workers, the decision which has been taken now is okay.
But when it comes to losses being incurred by these factories, only workers
are not to be blamed; the Chairman, the Managing Director and the Minister
should also be held responsible. Therefore, | press upon the Government that
before taking a decision to disinvest, close or privatise a factory, a Commission
of Inquiry should be set up. The Government should inquire into ths calLue
behind these losses. 'Mio are the pei'sons responsible for this? Responsibility
should be fixed. Before closing down the factory, action must be taken against
the persons who are found responsible for this. Unless we do that, as, today,
these factories are being closed, a time will come when some other factories
will be closed or declared as sick. So, | press upon the Government to inquire
into these things, and take action against the persons who are responsible for
this. 1, once again, request the Government to make some alternative
arrangement for the FCl's, Talcher unit. Thank you.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Prem Chand Gupta. He has just
walked in. & Fa= T[T | 39 Bt FaTe gy |

Because we have to finish it now....(Interruptibns)

it 99 1 (IER) : 9EI3T, 3TSTadd 3T J31 991 CIST 3R &1 2 | § 3y
ST R § b 21T A1 J1 diete1 o i N8R &1 qard 8, R s%e R &1
REIGES

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, it is not a question of my being
generous...(Intenvptbns)... Just one minute. A decision has been taken by the
Chairman that we should finish it before lunch.

S} 17 I[ET : U1 T TIRAT ATE9 BT SIS AR SW & gelHe F i gl
2, 3 ISl & HUR 1 TE B ?
THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, it applies to everybody.

Y 9 7T . St B, FRIGT, SIT 3T AT BRI, I91 €1 31 | HE QT 319
STl & b B9RT <21 BN Hem <21 8 & A I8 R SRIS] fBai & $UR 376! Had
3R G HHd HT B TedT B | 3R RAT e 9 A 72T et 3R g A 7 7 firen
T BT 3R P T B pFaeT W gl 2 | Heledl, o o Ardl 4 el &
IS BAR AL WY 7 S & 2R o # wiEamgor

247



RAJYA SABHA [12 December, 2002]

ACH T B Uh Wi q18 e dgd A1 %3¢ & Rod d SR, YR, Jerer,
gfeqa, TREYR JITCH SHH T8 | ifdh FHT b A1 59 YT &I 7 93s fovar 71, 7
HreATgs! a1 T, ARTS §eIIe & ok (HAHISHE ol iR TR #9 glar R &1 =)
T =y 9 & A1 Y Y Ry Bl AT 11995 H B @1 o1 TRPR AT A1 g
GehST FT GIIYR, aRIAT 3R AHST & AT & g 465 BRIS HUY BT | Rt 465
PRIS WU A IF b I 1 wiic Aefaferce 8l T I, 3IUS 81 Fad J iR U el
oI I X8 |qhdll AT <lfch HHICAT &b dT8 HATCAT a1 3R 39 Uebol Bl Bl §itemie T8
T TRIT | ST SR U8 3N Bl 31T A i1 Jfoie ARIAeA Ry €, BSIRI 9 57
SRISTR &, I T BIg B9 T8 8, 98l b (Bl Pl RAT Te1 A iR v o d
SR Bl TS |

dgex # R e 7 w1 o €l b, Aisisse T8 fbar, Sae! Réwm
TS BRIR 7 & forg sare wafiet €t ot & ofk St gfcw ufhRide 2, Sat gafiet
.. FAID ITHT DI ATH TTSTNT HH & 01 7 R § FIRAS! HH ARl & 159 T
BicargsR diferedl & W v T 7ol fohar 1 & s 3o arel 9 6 aves sevved
% T §Y, § B o 391 & Wiy S R T8 fhar g |

HEIET, 14l &1 — I & uga nifeamic & 44 &1 U Seilier Jer #31
STt R AR ST o1 1 @aT 1T 27 o ek ok $3¢ A Sl g Wiied 2, 9l a8 |
fopar SITY SR wem w3 St < gRT iredr A {6 &9 g g BIfrer BN offd s
adl e © 5 e 1 e R 1 et faar wan € 1 wEieE, § o) [ B Uh
YHRE A1 9TEd g 6 6 R, 2002 @1 9o A3 @ SRES & & HA SN Bl
ID! §5 7 fBa1 S0 | 54 AR A &H ARt i g 3 St 9 el 9, feswr wea 9 i ard
g off, fesar wred 7 ) &e f R 9iRE & S Yfiew 2, ST &9 I3 IR ¥ 3R
oY TRE 3 ATl S¥Iei’ T8 81 <31 3iR 37151 3T Ul el [ Bidwie 7 Haar o2
foram 2 o S+ 919 & 4t diotae s &1 9 fpar St |t Gt vap wrera aifersht o<y
BRI g% BT ISR IAT AT, U Iod $¥deid 81 ST, f6aMi H1 <8d 1=
Rearas q@ifed] # wicamgsR T8l fie fSad! RS shae T[T 81T {6 q¥ uaw,
X & 3R IR I DI SHHE! P HUR STADT AR T Fhdl &, Il T Hell 3T H¥ of
REE

AEIGAT, MU ST ENTT fh A 1T 919 H_ & 6 8F Qatar H TP BicaorR
YT SR <Ifh B9 i Sl BIEATSSR G o §U &, STHI ATIS 781 X, Oman
H MG ? 91E% & I S A T BICATsoR Wiie o™ BT 9 Al & FH JarsTed
AT AT AT TTT SART AT P 18R & [ b MY (491 3 A1 BicATsSsR e o & foy
TR 2, A <27 3 39 T & oY SR 7121 § 1 <91 9 <11 e o g4 2, SdT 3T
RATET BT H TS BT ©, SIP] MY §§
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PR W SRS © | Tl g8 S ATISD] IRl 8, S Hel Al 39 <20 P A1 PRI | Hel dl
3MMY I & AT =TT HITY, TR & A1 =TT BTG, ATl 3R el difory AR g1
{e 9IS BT &I H W §Y AT I8 <RIY (% S 98 i a1 81 Sl g7 Tofd
D &1 ST | RIS BT a1 99T HIeldd T, 319 I8T & Ihd HEl Sl ? T PN J ?
ggf & fHami B BICASSR ¥ felf T 2 I8 SHIC &3 &1 Tah |ifeiel © | #eiedT,
ATIp o] AT A W1 HBled A Yo 11 2 {3 3 AR =TSl ®l <l §U, I8 b g1
Jfifea $3g € g9 Uit uifdfead & SUR ISHR U T difordt g 9973y fh o
Jc — @9 §8 81 | Sl YRR S3hRg R &l Saddde gl &, U Jod doid
AT AR YR S 4 , AR G H U1 81T © 13 8% 5118 oTiel doid @1 S 6 | 59
9 St Y €T H @ Y, i thetert wfave 7 for 7, 9% S gAfdar 8 ik Reyg
B P forg g fvar Srg | R gfies 3 48 e &1 e fhar T § SR TR,
R 3R TeleR B, 371 99! Rargd HRY | 319 37 P A1 TH B 7 HRY R a8
HEI S o [GSaT AT8d - a1 Tefd 4 T | He1ed, # aredt § b Ay #= 7eiey
i & fedl &1 & W I@d gu 31 9ISl 31 o 1 3 1 g1 f5am €, e HfY qa
T I & 3R T8 S © o gRAT 3R IR wicegsr @ fra grad=a 7, feah
MR B & | 3R TIH W BiCaTsoR el el a1 399 el WY THar e ¥ |
HEIGT, § IS I8 HE gU 984 g-udle $dl § & K1 7€ aorms fds ey
SER T & B, 3HD! W §Y A 70+ AT TRV HRaAT E |

S} T B BN (ST U< : HSH, TAR S B rfegawen i ) et
g9 ¥ 1 U ORE W UE Be o g arefegyaven ot 9ig oY & a1 g8 arforeranfh =7t anft |
freel 31 aul # TR <97 H P HT I €1 2 | WBR 7 Sl HY if 718 o 396
TEd IR TRTerd & eIasl 89R W1 4 8 @12 | oifdh guiva I8 81 & & 59
SR §AR I H 1.7 AR &) 98Ia<) g8 STa1d AR aTal 1.9 ufierd & feare 4 ¢
| 3R BN <20 | U Afth W1 & USRI $I S=d1 Y A1 §HRT <9 98 A4 W
TR ST B | ST IREDT A 90 b TWD H DI, U8 ARAD| g ALAGLT B G H HH
BT =ell 718 | fUwel <1 |ral H 89K I81 BV Bl Ic1e badl 1.7 e 981, S
PR IE & b AR T&T JRIT BT START B4 g1l | fob fhar 1 G 2R =121 321 fb
AT BT T STANT IH BRAT AMEY AT, T HRAT, ISP Y I=A7 T2 AT | 3T TR
BHR IR AT STaT BRI © 15 SAR J8i JRAT DI Iyl G off oifp1 I3 T8I &1 5 |
A fat #3201 ST 7 3791l goie wier d ) g8 Pe1 o7 | § A HA S A I8 S
T § 13 RIT 3719 3 I B <= 1 S 1.7 TRRIG &1 4R Tl H a1 2, S9!
IR B IR UL T o ST 8 A1 (iead wu A 89 IRAT S SUAN DI TG4 TS |
foraT @l 2Riad Tor Teil SR SHS! U@l GHfead d-1 gs | offdh il et
Y8 WHR PR 2!, S U1 o7l & b IRAT BT ST Wehe &, TARI Wl & oy i
JAILIE B, THPBI SHIATA dedl Il S | TN fHAM Bl IR Bl qTehal b HIX
BIST Ol T&T & | HSH, TRGYR B I UHHIATS &I SPIs ©, 98 BB faqi J &€ ¢ | 4§
A #3051 & AT H I8 A1 A8 § [ 59 SPls b <
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BN IR A7 AITer off | i SHIR STR Y H U 9§ a9 BRI &1 U 98 g9 WIa Bl
et ST Y6 81 TS oY | 39 a9T8 I TREYR $H1s Bl AR Pl &I el (37 T, 98
e Hel PR S T, §8 PR &l TT5 | IHP BOIR| HOIGR AT Wl &R — R HTH B © |
ITD! DTS HamasT H T e iR gt T fren 8 oIk T & A wew @ E 13
TR A I G YFCH g8 P15 & oI PIRET §€ BR &l , aRI4] &g DR &, JoAaR da
PR I TS, THRUSH 95 B &1 s 3R 31d a1, et ok gigR d & 1 | #sH,
AR AT 71 ST 31Ul W eHe | Pal 8, H 99 IR Had &l &I e aregar g | o= 4
ST 911 AFATG &, S I8 I Seel1d 2 b <27 JRAT H ST AR 2 12001
2002 H el IYAITT 2.16 AT Hiferds €4, 2 ARG Hifgdb e AR JRAT A2, 2.16
g Hifgd T ! Iuaterd off | SH®T Adald ST § 9l 81 §, 98 I8 9Hs 81 § (b
TR W 2 g Hifgd o 978 ¥ 3R 8 | RIT & 3199 ST H I 99 Bl — HREM 98 B
S ? R AT TR $ SR BI$ <N ? 89 IR P d1ddl & SR [HAHT Bl
SUHIHISHT BT 8 ARTC H BISd el AT I8 & | §HPI Aol I8 B1 b I <2 AT w9
H 3R STue SraTIdarel & U gEv 92 W iR IR @) dredi ) R gar aen
STTQATT | AR HAT St SIRT 39 Wee N b I8 St 2,16 oG Hifgh <51 7, 390 0 2 o™
Hifga 1, i1 oMU sshe H fora &, R srraTfrd RAT 2, aTex 4 31man IRAT 7 2 37
< 4 3R IRAT B el I B Fet S, fgel o R 389 A1 gAY Wl a1
BN ? 39 R qIER Whadl anT 3ot ff R ard € iR gwn anfdie e o 3 W
R &Rl 2 1 31T 9t ST gAY anfSes g, 1Y 201St — 95 318! ®8 il a1 SHah!
Sit fRR R 2 98 Pad BN & SR 2, AR {5 ST A 81 2 1 a1 &3 4 ) T8
2, SN & &3 3 M 3Tl T & AT TN &1 H A ol T8N § | Bad PV b AR W &
3madsT srefergwer fed! g © 3R 39 srefeyaRen & fofg oy T3 dae @S o 32 § oI
Pt 4t AR A SUYH A1 € | A A S, § I8 W ST arean g b @ s, 20019
Afried 31 Jo@ # 21 U8 e 81 w1 o1 {6 7 gH1edl Bl §% fHar Sy ? R mue
Y 458 WEH T o ? 59 UIY AT BRI 2 ? Y AT (¥ad w9 F I3 © b qeIR
B ATl IR B & forg, a3l w gAR sneifrRar g & forg oma 3wt e o
T2 2 b SR S TR IUSHH 2, TAR PTUN & I8 48 PR deof 9I1¢ 3R e I
I — UN ST H ST S | R HAT ST S 91 T JATREAT <31 ? AT $9 Al IR YR
BT ? AT g AT WY < b 371 NG dl, ST AUl &1, S et 3o
4T B &, S0 3iF — UM S A 99 — g °ORMI B el G2 2 AT 7 S 4 g
thfagal BT 921 8 | S T8 BN IFeH off A1 TR IuhA U, ITH] 991 2 |
AT HAT ST, HUAT 39 AR A1l IR IR BIRTY | Tt S¥eld & Sl 91 SoTs 718
g, 89 TR 9gd TRAT ¥ AR $INY | 89RT <97 3R g9R =T 15 =1 — o=
fuamall & W g & | A AT S, U R H 59 91 R AfdaR I 6 5
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[T DI DR S G(TCH DI FATIT ST, §9 BTN Pl §§ el fHd1 SMY, TH el
a1 SIY | 98 — 98 9= |
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1.00 p.m.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The whole thing is, everybody makes a
speech. You have to put only questions; that is the procedure in Calling-
Attention; not a debate. | have ten names. How can it be finished in one
minute? We have to adjourn for lunch. First, | have to take the sense of the
House.',.. (Interruptbns) ...

i} THT IHY BN : 31T HeT g1 SIRTT |

IR : 1Y €S H S AT a1 ofl, Teb ¢ H [ AT 8] gied Hb |
I Will il finish it by 1.30 p.m. .. (Interruptions) ...

SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA (West Bengal): At the outset,
Madam, | would appeal to you that this being a very, very serious issue, this
being an issue of national concern, this being an issue concerning the farmers
of this country, there should not be any time constraint on us. We should be
allowed ... (Interruptions) ...

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What | am suggesting is, if Members feel
that a particular subject is of great importance, then they should not ask for a
Calling-Attention, They should ask for a discussion so that there Is a proper
debate. We are having a debate which cannot be completed in one hour - |
agree with you -- because it is a question of the farmers and workers. So, it
should have been a two-and-hatf hour discussion, i.e., a Short Duration
discussion. But hon, Members settled for a Calling-Attention. ... (Interruptions)

SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH (Andhra Pradesh): If there is no
pending business, we can continue..... (Interruptions) ...

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Anyway, now let us continue
(Interruptions) ....

SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA: Moreover. Madam, unless we
discuss about the perspective, the existing reality, the overall policy which is
being pursued by the Government very hotly, we shall not be able to
understand the reasons which compelled this Ministry, which depends mostly
on the PMO, to decide about the closure of all fertilizer units in the eastern
zone. In short, this Govemment is hotly pursuing the policy of neo-lil*eral
globalisation. And this globalisation is being dumped upon us as an obvious
and objective reality underlying the fact that we are all passengers on the
same boat - of course, not the Noah's boat, which belonged to the
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civilization that existed at one point of time in history, that had been written in
mythology. But, it is also a fact that passengers travelling in the very same
boat, are travelling under very different conditions. A very small part of the
travelling passengers are travelling in luxurious cabins, furnished with internet
and cell phones and have access to global communication networks. They
enjoy a nutritional, balanced diet and have access to clean drinking water
supplies. They have access to sophisticated medical care and attention.
Obviously, this boat is carrying too much of injustice to remain afloat, and it
pursues such an irrational and senseless route that it cannot simply be called
a safe boat.

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM) in the Chair]

This boat is destined to clash with an iceberg, and once it clashes
with the iceberg, all of us, including the hon. Minister, Mr. Dhindsa, will also
sink. So, Madam, | would request the hon. Minister, through you, to consider
ttiis. Under these dispensations, you have taken the decision of closing down
the fertilizer units indiscriminately, without considering the demand and supply
problem, without considering the immediate requirements of the farmers of the
entire eastern zone; without considering the plight of as many as 12,000
employees who are directly involved, and also, thousands and thousands of
employees who are earning their livelihood indirectly from these fertilizer units
whom you have abandoned. You have abandoned everybody on the specious
plea that these units are incurring losses. When did you come to know that
these units are incurring losses? May | ask. Sir, why didn't you take corrective
measures, as and when they should have been taken? And now you are
dumping the employees of those plants.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM) : Look at
the Chair and put the question.

SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA : | am looking at the Chair, Sir. 1
would also say that | fully endorse the views expressed by the hon. Member,
Shri Dipankar Mukherjee, who has dealt with the matter quite exhaustively. In
fact, | feel that | am not left with much to say in so far as the closure of these
units is concerned, in so far as the use of outdated technology is concerned,
because he has already dealt with them. | am one with him on that Issue. But.
I would like to point out the situation prevailing in West Bengal. Shri
Premchand Gupta has talked about Bihar, Shri Ram Chandra Khuntia has
talked about Orissa, | v«)uld try explaining the situation
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in West Bengal. Sir, as on date, West Bengal has not only assumed self-
sufficiency in food production, but it is the number one State, so far as rice
production is concerned. There are many reasons for this seif-sufficiency. At
the same time, there is one reason for that, that is, the availability of urea to
farmers. In West Bengal, the total use of urea averages li2 kg per hectare.
This urea is made available to the farmers because the urea-producing units
are located in the eastern zone. Tomorrow, after the indiscriminate, irrational
and mindless closure of these units, the West Bengal or the Eastern Zone, as
a whole, will have to carry 24 lakh metric tonnes of urea from the far-flung
places of eastern India or northern India, it will have to incur an additional cost
of Rs.eo crores, as per the existing value. | do not know whether there will be
an escalation. Once there is a scarcity, the prices will go up. This is the
simple thing we understand.

Sir, Shri Dipanker Mukherjee has raised the question of EGA. The
Government has already decided that from April 2004 onwards, EGA will be
withdrawn. After the EGA Is withdrawn, there will be a disparity in prices. The
disparity in prices will be evident. The farmers of West Bengal, Bihar and
Orissa will suffer very badly.

THE VtCE-GHAIRMAN (SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM): Wind up.
please.

SHRI MANOJ BHATTAGHARYA: Sir. it is known to all concerned
that the product of coal-bed methane is abundantly available in Raniganj,
Jharia and Asansol areas. The Government of West Bengal has submitted a
proposal to the concerned Ministry. The Ministry has not. perhaps, cared to
look into that. It is not commercially available today. In the near future, it will be
commercially available. Once it is commercially available, you will not be able
to develop the infrastructure which you are wilfully demolishing. From where
will you get money? The cash crunch is there. Money is not available, Will you,
further put the country In a debt trap, by borrowing money from those
unscrupulous organisations? You will not be able to develop the infrastructure.
Rather, you will put the country in shambles. The only option before you will be
Import.

THE VICE-GHAIRMAN (SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM); Please wind
up, Mr. Bhattacharya.

SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA: Sir, it. is a very serious issue.
Kindly give me a few minutes more. | request you, please, because it is a very
serious issue, and | am making only sensible points. | am not making

253



RAJYA SABHA [12 December, 2002]

a big speech. | once again emphasise that the farmers will suffer. We salute
the farmers of this country. | support the farmers who have, without being
much subsidised by the Government of India, without any large infrastructure,
made this country a self-reliant country by using their traditional knowledge, so
far as the food production is concerned. We do not import things, except some
oil seeds and a few other things. We do not have money. From where will we
get foreign exchange? Who will come forward to bail us out of that situation? Is
it only a question of 12,000 workers? Is it only a question of one lakh people
who are earning their livelihood from it? No. It is a question of the national
economy. It is a serious issue. It concerns the national economy.
Unfortunately, our country is already in a debt trap. Sir, the Ministry says, "It is
not the decision of the Ministry. It is the decision of the P.M.0.1' The day
before yesterday, the hon. Prime Minister could realise that this is a serious
problem which would create regional imbalances and affect the law and order
in that part absolutely. The hon. Prime Minister had realised this. When we
met him, the leaders of other political parties, Shri Pranab Mukherjee and Shri
Somnath Chatterjee, were also present. The hon. Prime Minister categorically
said that in every State, there should be at least one unit.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM): | am going
to call the next speaker. Wind up now.

SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA: Sir, | am just concluding. In every
State, there should be a fertiliser unit. Yesterday, in the meeting of the
Consultative Committee-I am telling you ail this because | am a Member of the
Consultative Committee,-the hon. Minister of State was not available, though |
expected him to be there. | asked him whether the decision had been
reviewed. The Hon. Minister was not prepared to answer the question. He only
said, "l will tell you everything in Rajya Sabha." What has he produced in the
statement made in Rajya Sabha? He has only reiterated what he already told
us long back! He assured me yesterday. | had to walk out. | had to walk out in
protest, but | did not, because he told me, he kept on saying, "I will tell you in
Rajya Sabha." He has only reiterated the decision, which, according to us, has
to be abandoned. It is totally contrary to the assurance given by the Prime
Minister, that every State should have a urea-manufacturing unit; every State
should have a fertiliser unit, looking at the farmers, looking at the agriculture
production, looking at the cost of agriculture production, to save the population
of this country from obvious stagnation.  So, Sir, | shall ask the hon. Minister
in
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what way -he is going to solve the problems of the farmers; in what way he is
going to save the country from the ominous disaster, disaster of starvation,
disaster of death.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM): Thank you
very much. You have taken ten minutes, There are nine more speakers.
Please wind up now.

SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA: Let us spend the whole day. | am
prepared to starve today to save the nation from stagnation tomorrow. This
type of discussion should be allowed, This is a very sensible issue. We have
met'for discussing all these issues of national importance.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN {SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM): Please,
finish it now.

SHRI MANOJ BHATTACHARYA: | am finishing. Sir. | will just finish
by saying one thing. Sir, the workers, the employees, 12,000 employees have
been allowed more time; it is a great grace of the hon. Minister that he has
given them another four months' time. By April, 2003, they will have to vacate.
December is almost over. January, February and March, by three months'
time, all the employees will have to vacate their quarters. Otherwise, they are
being threatened, their water connection will be cut; their electricity connection
will be cut; their schools will be closed; and their hospital facilities will be
withdrawn. Are we living in a civilised society? Minimum sense of civilization,
minimum sense of humanity will not be there, and the Minister is making a
statement of this kind. So, Sir, | shall peal, through you, to the hon. Minister -
| have got a very high regard for him - that he should take some initiative. He
could not leave everything on the PMO. He should not mortgage his Ministry
to PMO. He should use his own conscience.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM): Thank you,
very much Mr. Bhattacharya. Shri Harendra Singh Malik. Absent. Shri. Sanjay
Nirupam.

st W AR (AERTY) : A SyaHEes Sit, s Sdia) qRasli Sff
Uated & W8 BREM! Bl 98 PR & WHR & (R B TR A1 441 i &1 &
MBI B & FoIg S STTRY U7 JATd oMY 2, I IRl & forg # ot wer gan g 8ik
ft TR AT ST BT AT AT AT, IHDT Th-Udh Ufeh, Yoh-Tdh 91eg A FgAd aId g
YT Tl G =BT |
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SUFHTEE ST, AT P8l & b qarel &1 Yo , Il Fa4 Ug el qardl § #3015 A I8 Y0 &l
g % 97 319 Y0100 BT Yoisl Ul & 2 Bls Al WRBR, Pl Al TodgT TRBR BH
HA & A IS oY e i fAfe T g € 1 'R ae v s e
IR 2, H Uedl g, § WRGR 4 T8l § offdT § I9 1A [ JIUm™ &1 uegdl § | 59
S HHH 9™ H, ST USiel BR & 999 8, TH0SI0USI0 Uil BR & a9 &,
I Ul Jaex IMATH IR Uh IR &, U Folld 8 3iR ITH qardl T[T 8 fb TR
gfecte Haer YMFcd ® REFR I, ITh] AT B, HAOgd B AR 3T
fsHg=avesic F3 & foy 9 Hfl, SRISH Fege | I8 a3 91d © 6 IR SridH
Rh fSg=IRetic W =Ie X1 &, dfd I8 Vs % 91 WIe BREMI bl oAb 3TE, SHid
I UoIS H 78] 8 [ ARPR AR &b AR WIS BRG] Bl IR 3715, Siiih I Tors H T8
2 I TRBR AR & AR W& SR HIS! & WG 79 BT HRIHH gl | 755 gors &
MR TR 9 TP JoPR &4 IR ol I8 &, I§ S UoiS Pl Ieaidd & | T HW
3TRIY TR & o # TR & Rl arerd § , WRBR W 78, IRbR 3 i aa A &,
# I g9 & f9E A 911 W81 § | ARBR 7 QT Bl aa el {1 o1 % gataa & ari
AR & R F IR WIS FRAT! P &4 48 $R 33 | gAY AR 730 781G F 317
HIH g T T2 & 5 1 SR U000 1 TSIt UQl § 2 3R el gl ¥ ol
UG o |

Juawreas (4t e B e : gema | © o

i} Wor T : TR, UTgde JaeR & S FREM ¥, S GRETH! § 51 8R
AT &, oY G 9y Of, SR UdT o IaT A7 | SR < fh Afei) % A W wigde
JFeR & Sl WG HRET &, STH THT 2,000 BRIS HIY BT 1T B g1 I+ CBI
SFARIY T BT A7 g1 {1 AT AfpT 4l T&1 99 W b ke 1 &ard o7 b 3 4 72
PR U AP S VR o oiR el 98 axaTs | 9 99T SRPR - a9 faam o
3 78 S 2,000 PRI I B )1 B e & 2, 9B &9 aGel | § A 7
HRIGY W IS ATEd] g (P MU I 2,000 HRIS AT H I a1l a¥fell B ? 39 Flefil
% 7% qatad & ufeeras daey & Wie SRET! $1 9% 8, JA HSdC Jaex &I Het A 91
¥ TR AT S BT 2 I8 H ST YD VBT § [ 3R S 2,000 HRIS WUAT H I $& agat| 81
T IR B AR G 81, A1 T S WIE REM M UH B B3] Bl a9 F, Aol Bl
ToTg A 99 U &, 3931 RIgaTiRa &1 Al & |

37} T T[T : I8 ART AR ATIP] AT FaTe & |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM): Mr. Gupta,
he is competent enough. Let him speak.

it ora fe : wEIey, A 53t HEIe T W ART WaTd © f urgde daex o
ST HleTell T, S e U1 agel T 2 319+ 8 Al fawa &1 o samn g1 Joar
2, 3IIT ST 15,000 BRIS o ATHURT F A1l Ufeetd S 3 qaTY & IR Sl g1sde
A qTel WY Tl T &, SABT ol qaT g 2 H 9T
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7T § 1 QRT T RT 9T 39 a7 U= 8 o o1 arel f&a1 # <21 9 gRar & aig w41
&I TS, JRAT BT Sl ST6] 8, S AeATs SAR U 8, $AAY 3R 89 Y HRE 98
PR A1 PIS B T1 TSl 8 | AR T A YR AT BT 919 g1 & | JRAT BI STR0-d e
2, fora=n IR =Ry, a8 & &9R U9 < S 3asT | fab qRT &1 9RT ¥1e% Udh
PHRGT & T4 IR FEAT TIT AT | 379 H ARy TR IR el dREM U= M1 § 1 5 ool &1
HERTS: # Bl §, §as H Y& g offdp gard: 4 [d8R &1 X8 a1ell § 3R gl & Uiy
EART Ud TS W19 B | g8t diF-aid, IR-IR Nfedi | N I8 I8 8 | AT 91
R, T Y Y T | I ol fER 91 SIRES & 5 1ia a1 frel & €, 9 9% 9o Y T 8l
g = 9 A9-9R NfTT A8 S & | I g=d 981 U<l 8 &, 81 Ued o, wed] 98
BT &, YRT ST1a 981 © 3iR MU S9! AfeH {31 & fdh 3 98 & 3iax vss ol ol 1319
TP H VSS B a1 Gl &l <fehT T8 VSS FIT &, T8 TS H 81 ST RET 8 |

VSS I aTeifeadl QRN Y | U A 31T SlaRew] &) I8 ¥, $0R A B8
32 & b g8 areifead) & | e T Sl ofey T ¥, SHH S HEl § b —

"You are aware that Government has taken a decision to close down
your company which has been conveyed to you, Government has also agreed
to provide a VSS package to all the emplovees on the rolls of your company
and, accordingly, they have been given thr-* months' time to submit their
willingness in this regard".

319 394 AT &1 1 91 B, MU BT b 3 HEIH $ 3ia% VSS dll b 31+ HeT fh
15 f&=11 & iR 3MMUe! 319 R i Wrell 3 U<l | 37K 15 &1 &F 3iex == Wrell 78} fhy
A1 $© T TR B a1 A I BT 2 | 3T 7 AR SFARITS Bl il 3-4 TR 4 S
g, I TR, I9 SR Bl &< H I8 I8 8, SAP! 31 &8 (3471 fh 3 7EH F afex
VSS o @I, el T3 | 319 d P8l TG ? ARBR B IRAT BT ST &b A1 -1 54
N H QAT IS | 39 PREM! A IS §U I S THT 12,000 SFAS &, I8 S5
A B 91 2 | Fa9 e v A1 I8 8 F bufiai a1 € offed 99 11 A S9!
IIRT ST FHT 8, 7] RIgFRT 8l Gl & | § I8 781 dict W81 § b 39S folg ar-
IR AR I8 4 TN T, FREFT g & oy el & IR-aR T So1 g, a8 @t
T 9T & 1 3T § FHAT T IR Y87 E AP R Hls HREMT §€ 81 78T 7, 1S B
B H g A1 IHD! B GURT 1 Fhal 2, 39 =0 H IS 9314 21 fhan T 1 o9 #
A=) &1 97 IATH § | DI M BRET 3R WG RART H 371 e & 3fR =11 Fo
ST & Al SHD! B GOR BT SITY, $Aeb oY EAR <2 H S7el7T-37ef7 AT ¢ |
HIN UgSl BIFR H ISP YW A 8 | BIFR 7 Bal & I8 HREM Rargd & dhar &
[ q1 T8 AT AIFR H 71, S91 H dal {6 swat Rarsa far s waar 2 1 v
Y8 AT FETOH 1T, IF Wl HeT fdh s8] Rargd =1 =12y | {he a8 piDL o 7T,
I W wEl {6 gad! Rarga &1 TRy | i g0 i Ashedist o, =i ff o7 fs
X! RATSd BT AMRY | I+ DHter = o
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UG IR H RUIE T iR IBM H7T {F 380 HRIe WUY $HD! S AT R I8 HRETI
AT AMRY | ST 95 TR FABT 37U HURIST YT 81 BT 81 I HRWT Pl §g B Bl
BIg AP, PIs BRI, Bl AP T8] (o 8T 5 | ST 57 A FRATHI BT RUIE 7 &
q1E 79 e aTel ARTel § G dH1 9l R8T AT, B <9e &1 AT Al [, 2002 H AHaT: ST
Y faeell 818 BIC § ST el AT 78] 8, FABMI (31 {5 AT, el gfie 89 9
T BT T T8 | SIEYR dTell S A18R e © SHP! a1 9T | H 741 A816d |
T AT8d g 1 a1 A9, JATID! ARBR = AT HATTY 7 Pls AT a9 (AT AT 3R R
DI U1 g2 AT o1, BIS TABTH AT, A RIT I8 I SABIH] BT Iooidd a1 § ?
HIT AT I G DI IS 81 I8 & ? I8 <2 59 I1d & [T ST ST & o H107 Sy uR
T T SQ IaT AT 107 1 147 AR = W) AT AT | S AU Seeter [T & IHDI AR
H 3TUPT ST BT HH | T el & Sl CHICS wlicd U, ISP foIy 10 TS0
PRIS WYY HT FC AT a1 o7 | 7celd I8 6 U 9ot M ST oot Sy foam o |
391 et & forg Rk o8 91 Rie U &1 914 2 | SThRIST 39 oRE &l RbHeeid g
2, RIm1Rel og 2 % g9 it 97eT 2 S9! Wse 3t o f3ar 911y | oFR R &1
1T 1ge AT H- e SR ot Red fi & U o -fie ot fRafr 7 s e,
SIfthe 3 o1 STRAT | 396 aTac(e w31 #eiey 7 39 fABIReT &l R &1 =78l faam a
ST HATerd 7 &g el |

A 91 sifre iR I &1 AHer © | f[dER @1 i R gfe € g8 ol
IS T 3R Tt 39 ) N IS £ | TR U 1 T B 3R I I BRE Sa1eT B
1Y | 519 G 7Y S 7301 & A1 ST THRIST 9 GHI TSR] fefl, AR Bl qef=en
SEM garar i o7 6 AERT F U I @ AHIEET € 1 g8l ) A9 fire T
...(TFYT)....

Soaureger (N 9= g wiidw) : i R |

it Ao oUW : FATed 7 U oI fob R & a7 &) SuSerd &
| 3R T &1 Iqeerd & SR M+ <@ b et gfve = fRUfT 4 781 2, &% 91
ARBR BT S goley] TIfAST BT IS &1 & AT 319 deblel U (01 o, 399 gl fh
R GfIE 7R MY, Heblel 81 SY a8, YA G 371 1Y, 319 =18 <t S G2 e &l
IR-R 19 9% e § gear 31 Q2 4 Ty 3R Ahd 9 | T4 Bis YA el B
TR | T 31T Tt &A1 H, I o A Suieex Sft ¥ garan {6 A= wems w20 oft 3
9 A8 B 994 &A1 & {6 B9 8§ &9 8% & d U e 51 A1y, Ao doid &l
ST B & oY, 9 e & a1 el e &1 R A Rarga &= & a4 #5300
ARIGY PIg YT &I I | - (A Bl wh)

T 91 I8 ¢ & oR WA (el e &1 Rarga &= © @1 &1 39 1
TGS BT I ¥ THFTaren # Tl B Bl {32 F 93 BN 2 R I a%s
CIAS H I B BRAT 6, gacll & Al G FRART H TR =7l | WRBR - Al &
TE1 & [ $9! Rarsd w1 91y | fhR 1 # Yo 381 § 6 a1 g1 &g

258



[12 December, 2002] RAJYA SABHA

WRBR @ PR Gl © b (e e Bl Ik 9% H g9l 9 ? 39 W a1 @l
I, T 3MMST & & FoTy AT BT IS 3R B 21 | fohel=T <199 o1 Wbl 7, 39
TR A H AR AT S A Qo1 ATl § 2 9 RAT B aR H 91 &7 {6 s9R U A1
16 ARG T & JATAUI YRAT &, AT H 89 1 991 SdTse doR Qe 8, a8l 4 e
STRITT | 3 H RIS Bl §-IRTHE BR- BT hIs Hald Bl ol AT | 37T 39+ I H
gfeets Jaresd BT AR ST B &, S9h! WA by O I8 & 3R 319+ U1 SaTahx fagant #
e I8 ¥ | Ugifora daex Y € 81 %@ &, S9 AT RT igeiN fager & ar #
T AT AT | NS FEATS B &7 B b TH TRTIRI BRAT 2 39 &6 Uy ST |
3T I T8 < X2 € SR MY ARGI H , O ¥ 3R BBl T hel H STHR gAvTHT DY
e | 17 73 AEIey @ fdeH Ug € 6 ugell sl i TR 8, <1 ol § 9% TR
T BT A1RY, BART HHAR! & 811 A113Y| 37T IqD] a5 STl Abiefafere ol ara
Hqd I | fJegpe e @12y | Afes it ggelt araiRe &1, a8 Rith o & SR T8
B AIRY | JATID! Ugell WAIRS B AMSY 6 H4 SrFrTRY @l [rertt gRidr vt o
el © 2 BRI B FIgN G ad gU, HH Bl H3 Wi fad 7@ 91y, $9 an
H foaR =1 TRy | R ) 7RET | ART aed 2 f o AR |dTell &f STare o
TET < IR, U TET S AT S0 WD & AT T 3 ARDR b 3{eR | H Al b a9 v
U YT & forsa gRaR & § 1 3191 3y Rtk g arrss By fr g it fHoty foram
2, 39 ol &1 et 511 e 7, g9at Ry foram i <e1 2 iR w1 wer w50 off & a2
& fET | &R U< H UH-Ud e Bl Rasa w1 & fFae 3 fofg forn s 1 &9
T3 # USH-Ua YT & @ 9 IRES & [{edt gfie o Raga o & ar # fofy
T ST | e |

SHRI DRUPAD BORGOHAIN (Assam): Mr. Vice-Chairman. Sir, a
peculiar economic situation has arisen after ttie closure of three units of
Hindustan Fertilizer Corporation Limited, and all the units of the Fertilizer
Corporation of India. The workers of these units have lost their jobs and the
business which grew around these units has also been closed, thereby further
aggravating the already acute unemployment problem.

One unit of HFCL is located at Namrup which was bifurcated from its
parent body, HFCL. and a new company namely the Brahmaputra Valley
Fertilizer Corporation ..Ud. was established. After revamping the first and the
third unit of thfe Namrup plant, all units of this plant have restarted the work
with effect from 25.3.02. The revamp s, yet, incomplete and it is expected to
be completed by May 2003.

1 thank the hon. Minister and the Department of Fertilizers for this
revamp and bifurcation to save the lone fertilizer industry of Assam and the
North-East.
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But there is some problem in this unit also. It is still ailing. So some
support from the Ministry of Fertilizers is very much necessary at the initial
stages of the new company, Secondly, the workers of the Namrup plant have
been demanding pay revision which has not been done since 1991. The prices
have gone up horizontally. The workers and officers of this unit are suffering
because pay revision has not been done for the last 13 years. The Department
of Fertilizers has tried to shift the blame to the management of BVFCL. |,
therefore, urge upon the hon. Minister to expedite the process of pay revision
without any faultfinding and mudslinging,

It has been rightly pointed out by Shri Dipankar Mukherjee and others
that the whole North-Eastern Region could be devoid of any fertilizer plant after
this closure. So the peasantry would suffer. The Ministry, off and on, says that
so far as supply of fertilizer to this Region is concerned, there would be no
problem. But haw can they assure it? Wherefrom will the fertilizer come?

The Department of Fertilizers wants to import the necessary fertilizer.
It means the Government would be dependent on multinational companies and
other big business houses abroad. | fear, it would, necessarily, lead to a rise in
the prices of fertilizers which would affect the peasantry of this Region very
badly. The agriculturists would suffer in the long run.

Therefore, | urge upon the hon. Minister to review the closure of the
units of HFCL and FCI thoroughly and revamp all the units and save the
workers and a large number of peasants from paying an exorbitant price for
fertilize5R""and also save the business which grew around these units.

Sir, one important sentiment is also attached to it. To strengthen our
hard earned Independence, it was thought at that time that economic
independence was a must. The statesmen of the 50s understood it correctly.
So they brought the public sector in the forefront of the Indian economy. Now
the Government is going to reverse it in the name of reforms which in the long
run would weaken the hard earned political independence. It is a suicidal step
which must be given up.

Public sector fertilizer plants like Sindri and others play a very
Important role in strengthening the political independence. So, | urge upon the
Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers to look into these points and take a
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decision and review the policy of the Government and save the HFCL, FCI
units in the interest of the country, and strengthening of political independence,
and, thus, help in strengthening peasantry and agriculture. Sir, my last point is
regarding disinvestment. Sir, disinvestment of public sector industries,
including fertilizer plants, is in offing. | request the hon. Minister not to go
ahead with this, because this will affect the fertilizer supply to farmers at
subsidised rates very badly. Thank you, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM): We will
continue the discussion after lunch. Now, the House stands adjourned till thirty
minutes past two of the clock.

The House then adjourned for lunch at thirty minutes past one of the clock.
The House re-assembied after lunch at thirty minutes
past two of the clock,
[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI RAMA SHANKER KAUSHIK) in the Chair.]

IuqHTEIE (37} AT B BIRH) : T 8F ART BITelT FSIH W & =l IR
R |

#t gEa e feswn: 8 f5aN R T Folm ? S EeT Al BT AT E |

IuqTeae (St 1 B BINRMD) : A o1 T FAT 81 ST |

it WR<Ig, T Rigd : SUwTee Sil, 9@ §HY WA 91 <1 Sy |

IuTEIE (3Tt T Sh] HIRID) : I8 ATST-2TST GHI ol AR GG |
..(TAYT)....

# IR T [iea : Heley, S9! 99g A1 919 < 3R I 991 & 918
AT PR S FAT1h DI FCIM TR FIT g+ ORI dol b T SIXIE | W ST &
A1 Y TS FATRT WIT BB 2 |

IuqTeae (7t 1 B BINRI) : 21 e, qiferg |

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI fTamil Nadu): Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir, the Calling Attention Motion that has been brought before the House,
namely, regarding closure of fertiliser plants, is actually agitating the minds of
the people all over the country. Sir, | need not say about the importance of
agriculture in our country. Ours is an agro-based economy. But it is a fact that
our productivity Is far less compared with the international standard, and less
when compared with some other developing countries as well. Sir, we are,
actually, setting up joint ventures in various sectors. And, in the present
circumstance, when we are on the verge of closure of our
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fertiliser plants, the multinationals, who are interested in such a joint venture
with us, would have second thoughts about it. They also fear what would
happen to them when the Government is closing down its own industries.
Moreover, if people outside come to know that we are closing down our
fertiliser plants, then, the prices of, our fertilisers in the global market will also
get affected. This will go against the interests of our country. Now, what is the
alternative before us? Sir, the Government had appointed a Task Force to give
a detailed feasibility report on the setting up of an integrated chain of the LNG
supply. The Task Force have withheld their report stating that they would wait
for long term Fertiliser Policy from the Government. | want to know from the
Government whether there is any long-term fertiliser policy on the anvil, if it is
s0, when is it going to be placed in Parliament? Secondly, | would like to know
what action the Government has taken to improve the capacity utilisation
through revamping and modernisation and the installation of dual fuel
feedstock. A special Task Force had been set up to find out the ways and
means of utilising coal as feedstock for manufacturing fertilisers. What are the
contents of the Report that has been submitted? | would like the hon. Minister
to enlighten the House on this.

Sir, in this context. | wish to mention that in my State, Tamil Nadu, we
have the Madras Fertilisers. Its utilisation capacity during the period 2000-01
had been 112.1 per cent in respect of Urea and in Phosphates, its capacity
utilisation was 97.5 per cent in 1999 2000 AD, It is reeling under pressure
because of financial constraints. Sir, when they want to have modernisation
and expansion, as a last resort, they have to go in for bank loans. But once
they take bank loans, we find that most of the public sector companies run into
losses. Therefore, | would submit that to find out whether a public sector
undertaking is running in profit or loss, we should not look at its profit and loss
account only. You have to take into account the amount that the Consolidated
Fund of India is receiving in the form of taxes through these fertilizer factories
or other public sector companies (Interruptions)

Susrveae (3ft THT B BIRIB) : FIAT FAT N |

SHRI S. VIDUTHALAI VIRUMBI: | first want to say this. Kindly help
Madras Fertilizer Plant to revive it economically, For this, if you want to have
interaction with the administration and the labour unions, please do it. With
these words. | conclude. Thank you, Sir.
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SHRI H.K. JAVARE GOWDA (Karnataka): Sir, the Government has
taken the decision to close down fertilizer plants of the Hindustan Fertilizer
Corporation Ltd., and Fertilizer Corporation of India Ltd., particularly in the
eastern region of the country. The reason given by the Government is that they
are unviable and that their continuity will not bring any profit. As a matter of
policy, they are going to disinvest these factories. | know that the hon. Minister
comes from an agricultural background and, rightly or wrongly, he is in the
Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilisers. | am sure he has a concern for the
farmers. Why | am saying this is because 68 per cent of the population depends
on agriculture. Now, there is no organic manure. We are used to chemical
fertilisers. If we close down all our fertilizer plants, we will have to go in for
import in future. You say that you are going to close down the sick units, the
industries which are not making profits. Certainly, in the next two or three
years, they are going to disinvest profit making companies like HPCL & BPCL
also. There is no doubt about it. Merely saying that these fertilizer plants are
not making profit would not help, This is an area where the Government has to
invest. If you do not invest money and revive these units, you are not going to
revive agriculture. | also want to say that every agriculturist in this country is
not making any profit. He is merely earning his livelihood. After the toiling of all
the members of his family, he is only earning his livelihood.

Sir, you have mentioned that according to statistics, Urea is a manure
cheaply available. Even with that, the farmers are not able to get profits. But, if
you are going to disinvest and wind up these plants, it will certainly have far-
reaching adverse effects on the agriculturists and workers. | would like to know
the steps that you are going to take to provide fertilisers to the agriculturists at
cheaper prices in future. What is the guarantee that in future also, you are
going to make available the fertilisers to the farmers at competitive prices?
(Time-bell). 1 urge upon the Government to revive these plants, particularly
those that are in the eastern region of the country, because we have
witnessed closure of a lot of Industries there. Now we are facing the problem
in Kashmir. Ten years ago, we faced the problem in Punjab. The Government
made all-out efforts to root out the problem of terrorism. Why? The
Government did not alienate those people and break the relationship. In the
same way, the fertiliser industry has also to be revived. A new package has to
be given. | urge upon the Government to take all steps to revive this industry.
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SHRI C. RAMACHANDRAIAH : Sir, | have gone through the reply
given by the Minister. There are some facts which may be relevant today, but
which may not be relevant tomorrow. The Minister has claimed that we are
self-sufficient in fertilisers today. And he has given the figures; the supply is
216 lakh tonnes and the consumption is 199 lakh tonnes. But what are the
measures we are taking to encourage the consumption of fertilisers? There is
a strong linkage between productivity in agriculture and consumption of
fertilisers. It has been proved. The Members from eastern India are fully
justified in agitating because, while in the north zone, the consumption of
fertiliser Is 126 kgs. per hectare, and in the south zone, 140 kgs., in the east
zone, it is only kgs. If you take West Bengal, and the other North-Eastern
States separately, you will find that the per capita consumption of fertilisers is
very, very low, So, there is a strong linkage between consumption and
productivity. Sir, 1 will never get tired in saying repeatec«y that the need of the
hour is to increase the productivity in all the sectors, especially, in the
agricultural sector. Sir, the hon. Minister should be aware that the rice-yield in
India is only 2.8 tonnes per hectare, whereas in China it is 6.3 tonnes, and in
Egypt, it is 8 tonnes. | want to show the relationship between the yield and
consumption of fertilisers. Whereas in Egypt, they are consuming 359 kgs, per
hectare and in China. 271 kgs., here, we are consuming only 106 kgs. per
hectare.

One hon. Member has mentioned that the hon. Prime Minister has
claimed that we are going to achieve a growth rate of 8%. It is very good. We
all wish that we achieve a growth rate of 10%. But, how should we achieve it? t
want infrastructure changes that have to be made, or that are proposed to be
made, by the Government to achieve those objectives. There Is a multiplier
effect of the agricultural grovi/th rate. If you increase the growth rate in
agriculture, because of the multiplier effect, the overall GDP growth rate would
also increase. | want to remind you that in the past 17 years China has
achieved a grov”fth rate of more than 5% in agriculture, and that has increased
the aggregate demand for goods, and the people have saved and invested In
the industry, and the industry has got invigorated. That is how a higher GDP
rate is being achieved in China. 1 am very sorry that we have forgotten the
fundamentals of the economy. Wherever it is required, the Government must
intervene, We are rather complacent in making such interventions. Sir, the
contribution of agriculture to the GDP is 24 per cent, whereas more than 74 per
cent of the people, are dependent on agriculture. Unless you improve the
productivity, improve the conditions of the farming community, which consists
of a majority of our
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population, there is going to be a socia! disorder and there is going to be
chaos in the country. So, the need of the hour is to increase the productivity,
which, in turn, needs all the inputs that agriculture needs. The inputs have to
be provided at reasonable rates. So, the need of the hour is to encourage
agriculture in this country.

Now, Sir, what is the subsidy we are giving? | do not know it exactly.
There is a little confusion about the subsidy that is being given. | am not
aware of the Government policy. What is the subsidy that we are giving? It Is
6.5% of the GDP in agriculture. The subsidy that is being given by the
Government for agriculture is 6.5% of the total GDP of the agriculture. It is
very meagre.

It is very meagre. The developing countries are far more better than
us. The developed countries like Japan and European Union are giving 35 to
40 per cent subsidy on fertilizers. (Time bell) Sir, | will finish shortly. | won't
take much time of the House. My friend was very much agitated when he was
speaking, He made a very eloquent speech about fertilizers as he was
speaking out of anguish. | aporectate his concern. A delegation went to the
Prime Minister, and the Prime Minister assured them. There should not be any
shortage of fertilizer. in any part of the country. After all, we have enshrined in
the Constitution that there will be no regional imbalance and, there wll be no
economic inequality. When the Prime Minister himself gave an assurance, |
think it is worth consideration. The Minister has to ensure that the Prime
Minister's assurance is fulfilled.

Sir, | would like to say that 216 lakh tonnes will not be sufficient. You
have to double the capacity. | don't want to go into the details of. disinvestment
and privatisation, but when the units are sick, at least, you sell them to the
private parties first, so that they will be made viable by pumping in more funds,
by getting more appropriate technology which is more relevant and which can
yield results, instead of closing these units and creating social disorder in the
country. The outdated technology can be changed. | would like to inform the
House that one private company has struck In the Krishna-Godavari Basin a
single well which can produce 100 million cubic moire natural gas per day.
They say. "If the Government of India comes forward to encourage us by
providing proper investment, climate and culture, we can supply gas to the
entire country, and we can set up fertilizer plant also". So, the need of the hour
is to increase productivity, which in turn necessitates consumption of more
fertilizers. So, that aspect has to be taken into consideration. In order to
achieve eight per cent growth rate, definitely, the need of the hour is to
increase productivity.
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3 I A® (AIRTS) : AFY SUFHIIE HeIGd, AHT MHRT § 6 59
DI AT TR 37T 6 TR IG@ BT AU 4R &3 |

BT, H SIRES Y ¥ 311 § | 1AW f[IgR H BicassR $ eI e I |
4TSI 81 ST & d18 U JIoie a)i! 3 [98R 4 I8 T 3R gl YFie Sl BicarssiR
PIRUNTI 3T ST 31 oY a8 A=l § 3 AT | gHiIasT @ Sl YFicy el & IR
R 2 3R T iy Bfaae T o e |

BT, § MURI § AN 9e Word ews S &1 e Rl ||
PR & IR H g1 A2 59 991 4 | § I7] g1l 3 geqd A g | = T1e
PR T 4 [ R W RG] H I U 8 AR SRES DI T ASA P &7 B
SHIS © | ST ATHI 2200 HHART HRIRG & | 319 $9P §¢ 81 S UR b HHaATRAT BT
&1 TE1 afc gaf IR Sl a9 gU AR € I Wiasy W A et Wl gl e |

1992 | 1 IR §1.377S.7W.3MR. F Sdd HATerd Pl STA1d < BT HipT foam o
b st Rarsa fhar Sy W= S STare F8! {37 | R a7 59 SRWT Bl 98 B BT
Fife faam T, g8 Q0 erran 3§ STe IR JET o7 | AR $9 U A1LATTE B 3 Shrsdl
I 3T B AT Y @Y T8 % H T T | =T SHISAT §< 7, SIdf UHHATT Tl
THIS IUTGT I T&! 8 MR Y & &7 § I BT AR §919 § I e 8 2 17
JTUh A1 | A1 H341 oft 9§ frde w6 b R e sRE™ 6 Uk, A1.31E &t
A= 3D et B AT WY | I 11 | ST 31t ref &7 8, 3R 3T 81 ST Sl
3 ATUIE I ST HheT 8 |

BREM b HHATRAT BT 3 20 TR T 00979, o &1 Aifed ez wn
2 3R S8 FarcH Wrell B & oy ) BT T & | SN HHaRY 15 o7 & 3ier dt.vw.gs.
TEY o1, S8 dIeX Wlell B & [T B7T 1 X&l & | 7eiey; fhoteral ag Mfew aifts
foram ST =Ry SR S HHETRAl B Uh a8 o7 THY SiR far s ey e fasre,
T, AT, SRYTS Ud Rieqm 31 gfaen W I Sue 8l | Heled, Rl & Jaqrsal
T ot ST I ofiot UR <) TRAY B, S W) S Wlell R T A1y [ /g |

YIS Heled, Bl 81 Nex] SREMT qa13il AT BT Vb TR quse
ARES &b G A Al o7 3R 9 A 1R b 6 e a1 &1 vs faeiy o
PR 39 A9 3 Vs Y UIRT BR Pbvsr ARPR Bl WSl S | 37T § A1 H3A1
HRIGY W IR B [ G 23 fHwR 3§ 981 95 3RH 81 j8T &, 79 O 97 [Avg H
BIs ol T feram = |

3 H H H 7EIST W I ITRIY a1 (b S 9 qTcll D! &1 H G 98] B
HHATRAT 3R FaATgdl Pl F& 3R 9 &A1 9T | g7 |
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IuguTees (3ft T IhR PINh) : AT T S | MY < e § 9=t 91d
PHE TITT |

SHRI R.S. GAVAI (Maharashtra): Sir, | am very much thankful to you.
you are kind enough to grant me the permission. 1 will be very brief.

Sir, looking at the issue relating to the Calling Attention Motion, this Is
not only limited to the closure of HFC and FCI, but it relates to the Indian
economy, the agricultural economy, and that too the future of workers and
farmers of the entire nation. Much has been said on these.

At the outset, | extend my full support to the views expressed by Shri
Dipankar Mukherjee. Instead of repeating the points, Sir, | would like to. draw
your attention on one or two points. Many hon. Members have mentioned in
the house that it may not amount to an assurance given on the floor of the
House, but from whatever many hon. Members, including Shri Mukherjee,
have spoken, it seems that the Prime Minister is of the opinion that since it
relates to the agricultural economy of the country, he wants to develop regional
balance by destroying the imbalance, and that he has assured, the decision
would be reviewed.

My point is, before concluding the debate and listening to a negative
reply by the hon. Minister, why not the Prime Minister intervene and inform us
what the position is - because it is a matter of national importance. If the hon.
Minister doesn't reply in line with the spirit of the assurance of the Prime
Minister, then the subject would get closed down. My demand is, let the Prime
Minister intervene in the debate and put forth his views. Let us find out whether
the decision taken by the Ministry is in line with the spirit of the assurance
given by the Prime Minister or not. '

SHRI JIBON ROY (West Bengal): | want just half-a-minute, not more
than that. (Intenvptions) All political parties don't want their closure; all Chief
Ministers don't want their closure. The Prime Minister too has said...

IoauTeger (N 1 B BIRD) : A G 91t 3T RIS | .. .(Fau™). ..

it St ¥/ : gfifore wem w30 St @1 e <IRTY 1 (Interruptbns) Don't

close the issue. All Chief Ministers are against closure, all political parties,
cutting across the party line, are against closure. The Prime Minister has said
that one mill would be opened in each of the States. Even after that, are you
going to close them? The entire nation is against closure. Why is the Minister
closing it? (Interruptbns)
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IuuTeHe (3t U1 hR BIRID) : 3R Ve H31 7 59 e § I8 I1d hal
B I9 I8 Th SRAT AT | ...(=IIM)... 3T ST | A= §31 S | . .(Faem).. ..

3t gEea fe feswn : aig SyqvTeger Sfl, JiFRad T34 ST Hifer 3T
A MY & 37T 39 8T&Hd H, S W R 7 S 984 IgH (a7 AR HH I FH &l '
HE qIe] | H SfFael H¥R] & ST B g BRI §, H A D! S8 BIal dl gedl 8l
Fifp T8 Paxcll 919 7 5 A e ¥ 318 hacd 49 81, BIS 3aR71 9< 81 d1 Sd! g
BIAT &1 § | I8 Y & DI, &I W Bl AT Y ¥+ Sl dI a1d Te 8, g ol
ARBR GG $B TTDR Hel] HRal 6 |

ST8l b 3 HHAT BT FaTel €, AR P (A1 - He (5 g7 aR 7 Bl R
T o T | H e e g b 9 W A, 2001 ¥ U YU 3 e a9 mam o
3R 99 &7 4 gu o fifred o HifSTd g8, 99 3o <@ 71 {6 3 9o Gl § A1
TE I Fehell 3R SR Tl el & QI (a1l $7P! BINC M HISaRTT BT I8 | $B
TYHR I8 H¥rel (a1 T o6 A Q141 HHaf=ri Tt gt Hebell, SR 7p! g foba Iy
| g Y Bfie 7 ¥8 i SYeH IR R e 61 6 ST 318 78 I 99
ST A @ oY, STef F A 48 81 E 8, ITH! € WA < g L ([@um). .

Mt Heliger ) (TN dmer) : 99 ' T A1 98 A A 'R ?
...(TGI).... TS RTIIA R & 3T ? .. .(FaH)...

MNgEea e s A TS H IR @G | ...(FTum). ..

Y WIRI=g wehTeT Rt « 9 gan al a1 Bl ATe] T g3 2 ..(FaH)....

it FaiHT qEol : 3P TSR 2 I B TE Fe, wfearie f 9 8
SIQ | .. .(aE ). ..

it Sfed YR : 31T SRT AR BT .. (FaEH). ..

SurTeet (S} 1 R BIRID) : Siaw I S, MY SRT IS | ...(FQEH). ..
Rrgat <iY, 3y WY AT | ... (caum).... Nige argd ong ft Sy | ...(eragm ).

2} SR q@Sit : 89 UP B (SIS g1 & 6 g8 Reg 8I°m a1 781 ? v
HAT S 1 Gret o6 Ry 8IF | 89 I8 9y o Reg g a1 787 2 ... (e ). ..

SurTeet (3t <A1 AR BifND) : Siaw 77 Sf, 9 YT AT T80T HIFY |
..(TFI) ... T8 HAT ST BT AU a1 G PR oI ST | ...(FFETH)...
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3.00 p.m.

2 g e oo : Sugwege o7, U9 a1 § SaE 981 1 99 oA
AN R | ...(agm™). ..

SyqaTegel (3 YW1 BN PIRG) - Siad IR SN, AT AR TS BN |
....(SFGEM).....

(Suawmfa feri= g9

st Meiad O : 8 RGN 9 &l @ &, ol BT BIg qew el el |
....(STGEH).....
SUFUTIR : ST BT AT AT R | ... (...

SHRI SANGH PRIYA GAUTAM: Madam, Shri Ajay Maroo has
spoken on behalf of the BJP...(Interruptions)...\t is not correct to say that
nobody has spoken from the BJP on this subject..(Interrputions)...He has
requested not to close down the Sindri Fertilizer Unit.

SUMHTR : U e, Suies it ST | .. .(aaasm). .. 3y WY 9f3T | 95 wiisy
| AT | ... (G ST AT | ...(aae ).

27} iR JESi : [ha- s faR1g a1 2 ... (=ae ). ..

it 5= Oy witaw - A, ... (=auH)...

SqauTafa : §9 O 57, 31 SRT g™ 8 1y | | Mr. Dipankar made a very
good speech. He has made very good points. Now, listen to the Minister.
...(Internjptionsj...By raising your voice you will, definitely, not going to get any
reply...(Interruptions)...Let us listen the Minister..(Interruptions)...

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Madam, we are listening...(Interruptions)...
But, the basic question Is, whether the Government is going to review
...(Interruptions)... That is the moot question ...(Interruptions)...

7t Sftae 319 : HSH, AR 39N, IR A US S 8, SRT YA Aoy |

IR : TR A R7 a8 2

SHRI JIBON ROY: Madam, it is a very sensitive issue. All the
Members, sitting on this side and on that side of the House, have opposed the
closure of the Company. The Prime Minister has given an assurance or
commitment. Since he is not sitting here, | don't want to mention It here. But he
spoke on something, and | was also present there. It is a universal opinion that
these companies should not be closed.
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| request you not to close the matter here. If this matter is closed,
then, everything will be closed. You can give a direction that the matter may
be kept open for discussion. Let the Prime Minister come here, because we
want to hear the ftnal word from him. The Minister's reply should not be
considered as the final word. That Is my submission to you, and | need your
protection on this matter.
THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | agree with you. You want the chapter to remain
open for discussion, because it is a question concerning not only the workers
but the farmers also. We all agree with you. | am sure, the Minister, who
comes from a farmer's background, also understands this. Even if he replies
now, the matter can be still discussed aftrewards. You can always request the
Prime Minister to come to Parliament with his final viewpoints. But, as the
Minister has been assigned this Ministry, let him reply, then, you wiil have an
idea on what he wants to say. and then you can put it before the Prime
Minister. And let me also hear him, without any interruptions, so that | can
protect your rights, and also protect the Minister's right to speak, 1@ & =1? w31

Sft, 9ifer |

N gEag e feswn : <A, 4 &8 381 o1 & $fae 7 59 I8 bgen fomr
T8 et A foar {3 ST 397 9% 1Y e aidd, ol o1 ¥eed 3 Sdvs wiic 44 81 38
2, OS5I B B < ST | I8 e Bl 5 S0 I o1 | 9% Irafmar, 14 b
3 T o Sty STt =1 et Sirefiedt aTdl el I g 91d e T §, d A Bt H
MR N

N} ST il : 89 TE! AT MYDT BHST H ... (FFETH)...
it T R s : & i @ ot s |
IY[AIRT : 9 914 IR SHTST FAT BR I8 81 2 T1 ST &, a1 7 ST, BRI

el |

st YEa Re feswn : weiewn, siRad #aw 31 e f 9aw gl & feam
1 &0 I & AP ITD! BIS Tdhellth 1 31T | $HB IR 3 7 U TeHe § hal e &
i @1 B N gHS! Aicol el 84 &1 St 3R U & i ) 9 figwa |
IRAT el ...(Faem). ..

Jo=rHTafer : g <1 &1, | will protect you. This is my promise to you.
=t gaea e fesan : gavt i1 I8 weg™ b, oiiad da4 4t 9 el

3R & I Weqd a1 i 919 3 Hagdsr dg 819 off &) & O R addd & 92 a8f e
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I IR T (B | AHT Geil el HRAT AT, Foel g, fSeadst gl | I8
i e d a1 |

it Sfied Y TR o R, ekl § iRt |

JgaHMEfd : g @ ooy, Mr. Jibon Roy, | know you are concerned
about it. | have attended some functions with you. So, | know, you are involved
with it. Mr. Minister, | think the real issue is not what | have heard here. It is not
a question of the welfare of the workers, their children, their stay or electricity
only. The question is this. In the Eastern States, whether in Bihar, Orissa or
Jharkhand, where there are no gas pipelines, how are you going to start gas-
based fertilizer companies? As long as you don't have infrastructure for that,
how can you start these companies? If you close dov*rfi these companies, what
will happen to them? Once you have a gas-based fertilizer company, then, the
same people can be employed there, There will be no problem. But, the point
is, are you going to provide alternate industries there? That is the basic point.

A Jaea e fsw : fiew, g dlde &, ST @IS I 8 | BIS 1992 A d
2, PIS 1997 AT T, PIS 1999 AT & | I8 AT MSRH A & &1 721 |

N ddiHR I : I8 SHRE TR © df (R 98 SHRETR $e ...(FauH). ..
7 e A S'l IR ST | ..(Fem)...

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Dipankar, let him finish.

SHRI JIBON ROY: Madam, already, methane gas is available there.
It will be marketed in a year or two...(Interruptbns)..

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Just one minute. The hon. Minister is
saying that if companies are not running, that means, they are closed. And,
workers are still living there. They need money for household expenses. The
Minister .must have thought about some alternative arrangement. Let him
reply...(Interruptions)... Let him reply,

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Madam, he should also explain that farmers
of this country, wherever they are, will get fertilizer at the same price. Madam,
we are switching over to the market economy. There will be no administrative
price mechanism, and there will no freight subsidy. How will the farmers of the
entire Eastern region....(Interruptions)...

SHRI SUKHDEV SINGH DHINDSA: There is a provision for that
also.
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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; The Minister is trying to explain that.
Let him explain.

ot gea Rie e : Taviie & e Midos 2 1 feq, oIS T aa T8 2 |
it eircaet a9 : =T NfISE 2, Iy A |
JoaTafer : 3T g Ar T |

You can't interrupt like this. ..(Interruptbns)... | won't permit this kind of
interruption. Let him complete.

it gEea e féswn : quiaw SN, S 3o orge a1 ®El & a8 & g @
TR TE T |
SYAHTIRY : TE1-7T81, 317 qifery |

A @ea Rre fGswn : ok R, <1 @21 T & dl.ga.ud. < 8§ 98 a
Arfe 8 | R <t & 981 o, I8 fobef) UR qa1a 9 1 781 off 571 Webell | 98 ol TP
BRI & oy &1 718 B foh ST 5 9 7 oRg S0 WX &S e |

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It Is called 'Golden Handshake Scheme.

it e e fésan : sod § 781 werdn, 98 @ adhd & Wi &1 a1 & | 519
TP T hae) T2) MU @) 98 TN JIBR YT B B Fbd & IR S M 1 IaH
TR BT PN Gl © |

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Are you going to protect the Interest of
workers? | will close this debate here. Only two points need to be answered.
Will there tie a freight subsidy? Will the farmers get fertilizer at the same price?

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Madam, he cannot assure.

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let him assure. Mr. Minister, how will you
do It? This is the only point which has been left.

Mgaca e S i fisaR @ RBe IgedIw e e Akl e d
81 SR A W < Re 8, APTGR A A1 <1 8 1 99l 1 U €1 e W B | g BIS XT B
B TE1 € | Sl fbr &l a1 el oY, H fohar 6 wrae & €1 a1d ®g 31 g 6 Sl
S T, 14T ST R @1 91 98 SR A $81 718, 98 [Aegpd Sl 8, A el &l
II $B T@T ¥ | T Bl fh 3R Rae Wt w7 foran Se a1 9% 13 IR & HH HIIaT T80
HR AP | b ST 87 TSR G f I8 & 98 S 8R A SUIGT 84 81 < | <
EOR W Hfeew e i o4l et | O ST BIs BrIeT 1) 8191 | v U8 Hal {6 urgde
HFT Pl PR IQ 2 | H 579 A AT E g9 303TR0YT0 BT Rep#eeia R u ursds Riwed
{8 3R ey deT 2
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fF 9 B9IR 9 SI1eT &9 fhsdl &1 781 <31 | i1 I8 < 81 X8l § 981 dT 16 B9, 17 89K,
15 BOTR I 3T et oY | ST 71 I a1 fohA & 3R B8l B M s9b o0 & § B

B E | 3R IR ...(FGEM)....

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; No. if it goes on like that, we will never
complete the reply. First, let him finish....(Intenuptionsj... Let him
fin\sh...(Interruptions).. Please, let him Msh...(Interruptions)...

SHRI PREM CHAND GUPTA: Madam, | want to put one question to
him.
THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let him finish fwsl...(Interruptions)...

SHRI  PREM CHAND GUPTA: Unfortunately, @ Madam
...(Interruptions)..

A gaea e Rewn: f9, 91 ....(=awm™)...

SHRI PREM CHAND GUPTA: Madam. Mr. Dhindsa Is not
understanding the basic problem. That is the problem.

JoRrTafer : 3T TET | ...(FAEM).... A G Al A | ..(FFEH)....

SHRI JIBON ROY: He understands it, but he has some compulsions.

7t 351 77T - 37T e WHE eI ¥R €, & (B € T | L. (). ..
THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Don't you want to listen to him?

2} 99 1 : I8 ST81 3 31K & 98 BN YT T 8 | ISP qao(s Wl I8 G
TEIUIRE & b SO g R © |

o yEda Rie ffsw: @i Y a1 adi e ar w E |

JIQHTIR : T Sf1, ST 39 HET I8! BR W8 & | YA | ...(FFeH)....

A JEe e s S Im @S A $21 8, T PRI E | ...(FagH)....

IYFHTART : T[T ST ST 3T B8 8, T8l BRI & | AT JY | ...(Faem)...

it gaea fig s : S a1v &8 2 & % uibRide gfie &1 s yHie &
PR & | 39S (Y BH U UTferd] 9Ts & | I8 3P 81 U AT | ... (). .SHR!
MANOJ BHATTACHARYA: Madam, ...
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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No; no; please take your seat.
...(Interruptions)...

37} 991 T[T S, HAT ST 99 91 B STd1d el @ W81 © | ...(FGHH). ..

ISUFUTIR : 3T 9ol &1 81 § X8 & | 3179 gl <3 a4t a 5301 Sff o9 ©
b, TS 1 B STAE S 2 .. (FAHH). ..

Y FeAITd &R : A AB] Protect BN ? ...(ALM)... H3AT SN FaRiS & ar
H P I8 91 78 © | ...(&agM)... How will he protect freight subsidy in future?
...(Interruptions)...

IyaumEfd : Ue fAFe v 9fT | ...(=@u)...He has not finished.
...(Internjptions)... Let him finish. ...(Intenvptions)...

i 99 T[T f$S 3T A8, H MU $B Yol d1edl § | I8 M9 B Wl © |
...(a@ae™).. . Wili you accede to my request? ...(Interruptbns)...

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN; Guptaji, just one minute. Please take
your seat. Have patience. Let him reply first. ...(Inferruptbns)...

37} 997 T[T : A, I IR SUTCH BT 5eY © | ...(FIEH)...

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please ...(Interruptbns)... | am using the word
‘please’. | hope you understand the meaning of 'please’....(Interruptions)... 93T

ST I TET BTG | H30Y Sff 1 aret SR | ... (raem)....

#t geea fie feswn : v, 7ar it 3 5 w81 2 98 F © | 89 I9d) S
I | SATET Yo7 B & forg it & | <iftht < uftbRive 1€l & S & de geiforg e
2 € fo5 a8 ufthRide 21 2 | 9E S&T Urge o | GO .. (FauT)....

3t 99 AT : HSH, W) UISC PV IR AT | Madam, | am sorry, he is

misrepresenting it. ...(Interruptbns)... Madam, | raised a question in
Parliament, in Rajya Sabha (Interruptbns)...

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: But this is not a topic over 'Parliament'.
...(Interruptbns)...

SHRI PREM CHAND GUPTA: The Question No. was 2092. jt was on 16**
March, 2001. ...(Interruptbns)... My question was, "Whether it is a fact that
having failed to update the subsidy norms for the fertiliser -industry
...(Interruptions)...

i gaa e fesan : fis9, Ua e 3 994 T SR 8 .. .(agH)....
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IUFUTIL : 31 U TP ...(IIH). ..

S 99 A HSH, I9 A § R QAR & A T e {6y €
..(TAYT)....

Y wRag amTer Rige - ¥4, A frwat oAl A 1 2 § 1 98 R o 718
ST =AY | ... (FFET). ..

ITQHRT : <RIY [T I8 € b AT A9 fhaT, S A9 JAT9eb] H31 S -
fexed 781 5T | ...(agM).... ggel AT St &l 91 YRI 81 S <IRY | 3R Ik
qrasye Al JATIP] PIs AICHABIR T81 & Al YA P SRaTSl 3T 4 T8 81 %8 8, el
g | HAT St Bl o eI ’2 & | H W A€ 931 § | 3R 3179 Wiy | Sfard Gl ar F 9 g
UG IR Sl HEE § MTdes! HRAT ATEc § 98 I H§ BR Hebell § | 59 I H T8l G a9
Td H aMud! AGS Tal B Wbl g || So, let me first tiear him. If there is any

dissatisfaction that still remains, that can be solved, that can be questioned.
So, first listen to him.- Please wait. ...(Interruptionsj... | would request all of you
to stick to your seats and not get up, ...(Interruptions)...

At geea fie s : IRy 9 | ... (@um™)... fe9, I A< IR St 7
g1 o7 fb Tectic ¥ <1 ofi = o1 sHIe i forar 7, 98 S forv & i et weTagor
AT B | SBIY SFBT SHIS [HA1 & 3R &0 S frdm a1 78! e 2 | g9et ff § e
PRAATE |

ORI AT S11 s AR 1 SOIIT @ o 319 G18R A1 IR I2 &, AT A 61 8,
TR 37T XET B 31R 15 ATl BT Bigde &, T4 8% & | 3R U1 Ust ux e, R #it
BI ORI o | 3R §9 X IR IS <1 A8 & Al WTSAC BIg W) AN & Fhll & | SO g4
RTE | ...(TaEH)...

# AR5 T Rage « g & o <71 o6 781 G <31 | B9 a1 A
IEAE | ...(TIHUM)...

A guea e G : w9, Fd St 7 ece B @) a1d S o |
...(FFH).... T Pl BR BeTogoR & [0 b BT 978 oft | SFa Rl as &
o 7% 218 Tor i ew 7, ST a8 ariee TR R | .. .(Faum). ..

it WRag gHTer Riwd : #$9, PR I a9 &1 AT A1 8 R fer ?
...(TFE)....

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Madam, | think there is no point. He is not
going beyond the statement he has made. And, he Is not in a position to
explain as to how he will continue the freight subsidy in future. He is not in a
position to explain how the Eastern region will get gas. ...(Interruptions),..
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SHRI B.P. SiINGHAL: Madam, this interruption should stop.
...{Interruptionsj...

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Please sit down. .,.(Interruptbns)... Sit down.
...(Interruptions)...

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is my job. ...(Interruptions)...

it Frelieaet 99 : 954 81 AT | ....(FALM)....
SHRI B.P. SINGHAL: Madam, this must stop, ...(Interruptions)...

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Both the sides; please cool down.
...(Interruptbns)... Cool down. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: This is a complete treachery against one
particular region in the country. ...(Interruptbns)...

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Kindly let him reply.

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Madam, they are not trying to understand
what kind of reaction will be there. (Interruptbns)

Soaumfy : 3T, 98 S-Y | ...(Fau™).... g i, 3y off SR1 g9 81 S71ev,
F 350 oft BT e ae R I E |

it gEed R feswn : F8rean, #9 o wede ¥ fon & & figwae 4 va
YE R | 3R 39 T ATET © ?

SUUMf : 1 © | 319 81 T | H3Y Sft aE X8 8 6 U Ye R ST | 910 @H
BT | Y SN, 3MYHT WY W B TR |

#Y @a e ffswn: ol o5 721 € sl § Te P E ... .(Faw™)....

IURUTRT : 31 © | 99 374 TG 81 BT 2 | ...(FIH)....

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Madam, | seek your protection. The Minister
has not spoken a single word beyond what he has said in his statement. Since
we had a discussion on this point with the Prime Minister, we demand that the
Prime Minister should come and clarify the points we
raised here.

IUFU : S © 139 BT TRT |

it Frelieaet a9 ¥ o1 aTet fa1 il 1] w2l 2 ®1E Sae e T 1
I frerfl, IS A B8 2 RIIA e 2 R TAd AT E 2 ...(FILH)...
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#ft Sl I (UfREH de) ot f9ER IR & &1 A9 o W ©
..(TAYT)....

2} Ticad 99 : ATST 81 I8 G © I8l IR | TS ...(FFUH).... TIR BRA B
TIPT & AT |

7} TR JE@Si1 : § IR AR Sl I A BTG | -..(FFEH)...

2} Fielicae 9 : T H3] Sfl BT A IS | ..(FGEH)....

#ft i qEolt : SERT 59 a1d &1 el - | L(FEHE)... TS BTG
..(FI)..... TS ST A BB S ...(FGLIH)....

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU; We are not going to accept this. In protest
we walk-out. (Interruptions)

(At this stage some hon. Members left the Chamber.)

THE DEPUTY CHAII=iIMAN: Nothing is going on record. Now
everything is over. We are now going to tal*e the next Item -- the Indian
Evidence (Amendment) Bill.

A TTofta F (ST I : RgHM BLTarsoR & Hae 3 ga-T aredi gl
Syaufy: el B T8l gy | RgWN WlldseR 98 8 M

2l...(TaEM). ..

it Trofla g (STR IR < e, # . (aum). .
THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Everything is over now. If you also want to walk
out, please do that. Now, we have closed that chapter. If you want you can
discuss it with the Minister in the Lobby, 3119 9183 didl # 8 <fiioT | ...(JaEM). ..

7} TToTE YT :FTER YB BT T BIST 8 2 F8IedT, H I 91 A3 BRaT g |

(AT -1 A 9T NP Tl T )

THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We have now to take up Legislative
Business that we have.

We have a Bill for introduction.

*Not recorded.
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