RAJYA SABHA (17 December, 2002)
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SHRI M.P. ABDUSSAMAD SAMADANI (Kerala) : Madam, | also
associate myself with what Shri Dara Singh Chauhan has stated.
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Need to protect biodiversity and ecology
of coastal line of Orissa

SHRI MAN MOHAN SAMAL (Orissa): Madam, | wish to draw the
attention of the Government to the problem of ecological imbalance taking
place in the area, from the Mahanadi river mouth to Dhamara and Devi river
delta, which comes to 700 square kilometres. Unfortunately, due to
mindless human activity like cutting down of mangrove forests, cultivation,
prawn culture, etc,, this vast stretch of mangrove forests, which acted as a
natural wall against cyclonic storm and sea wave, has been reduced 1o
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mere 215 square kilometres. This area covers four coastal districts of
Kendrapara, Bhadrak, Balasore and Jagatsingpur. Had the mangrove
forests been there in its original form, the impact of 1998 super cyclone
would have been much less. Damage has been caused to the ecology of
the area which was the natural habitat of a variety of biodiversity consisting
of 63 variety of mangroves, 174 species of birds, 26 species of mammals
and 44 species of reptiles. | urge upon the hon. Minister of Environment
and Forests to take urgent steps to protect the ecological balance and
environment of this area by engaging not only Government agencies but
also NGOs under a time-bound programme. Thank you.

SHRI SURENDRA LATH (Orissa); Madam, | associate myself with
what Shri Man Mohan Samal has stated.

Need to supply Hindi dailies and magazines in flight and at airport lounges
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